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FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE 

Pennsylvania  Institution 
For  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Contributors  to  "  The  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  held  on 
the  Afternoon  of  the  3d  day  of  March,  1834,  in  the  room 
over  the  Athenaeum,  the  Right  Rev.  William  White, 
D.  D.,  was  appointed  Chairman,  and  Joseph  Sill,  Secretary. 

The  Annual  Report  was  read  by  Roberts  Vaux,  Esq., 
which,  with  the  Accompts  of  the  Treasurer,  were  laid  before 
the  Meeting  and  accepted. 

John  Vaughan,  Esq.,  then  tendered  his  resignation  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Managers ;  after  which,  it  was 
proposed  that  the  Meeting  go  into  an  election  of  Officers  for 
the  ensuing  year,  when  Messrs.  Keith  and  Phillips  were 
appointed  Tellers,  who  declared  the  following  gentlemen 
duly  elected,  viz.: 

Patron — The  Governor  of  the  State. 
President — Right  Rev.  Wm.  White,   D.  D. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

P.  S.  Duponceau,  Edward  Coleman, 

William  Y.  Birch,  Nathan  Dunn. 

Treasurer — Isaac  Elliott. 

Corresponding  Secretary — J.  Francis  Fisher. 
Recording  Secretary — Jacob  Snider,  Jr. 
Consulting  Physician — Philip  S.  Physick,  M.  D. 


VISITING  PHYSICIANS. 
Caspar  Morris,  M.  D.         J.  Rhea  Barton,  M.  D. 

MANAGERS. 

John  Vaughan,  B.  W.  Richards, 

Richard  Price,  John  Miller,  Jr., 

John  A.  Brown,  John  U.  Fraley, 

Robert  Maxwell,  George  Pepper, 

Alex.  D.  Bache,  -Joseph  McIlvaine, 

C.  D.  Meigs,  M.  D.,  Abraham  Miller. 

It  was  then  Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  Meeting 
and  the  Report  of  the  Managers,  be  printed,  and  circulated 
in  pamphlet  form.     Adjourned. 

William  White,  D.  D.,  Chairman. 
Joseph  Sill,  Secretary. 


REPORT. 

To  the  Contributors  to  "  The  Pennsylvania  Institutioit  for  the 
Instruction  of  the  Blind." 

In  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  charter,  the 
Managers  submit  their  first  Annual  Report : — 

Immediately  after  the  organization  of  the  Institution,  on 
the  5th  of  March,  1833,  they  secured  the  services  of  Julius 
R.  Friedlander,  Esq.,  as  Principal,  provided  a  House,  and 
engaged  Ann  Nicholes  as  Matron. 

Within  the  first  month  four  pupils  were  admitted,  and  by 
the  last  of  August  following,  seven  more  were  received, 
making  the  whole  number  who  have  been  under  care,  eleven. 
One  pupil  has  been  discharged  at  his  own  request. 

The  system  of  instruction  adopted  is  that  of  the  celebrated 
and  benevolent  Hauy,  so  successfully  carried  into  effect  in 
several  establishments  of  a  similar  character  in  Europe. 

In  order  to  gratify  those  of  our  fellow  citizens  who  had 
liberally  contributed  their  money  to  enable  the  Managers 


to  make  this  interesting  experiment,  as  well  as  to  afford  the 
public  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  proficiency  of  the 
pupils,  an  exhibition  was  made  in  the  Musical  Fund  Hall 
several  months  ago,  which  gave  great  satisfaction,  and  left 
upon  the  minds  of  the  large  audience  that  attended,  the 
liveliest  sense  of  the  importance  and  efficiency  of  the  means 
employed  to  impart  intellectual  cultivation  and  mechanical 
knowledge  to  the  Blind. 

The  Board,  in  the  further  prosecution  of  its  duties,  ad- 
dressed a  Memorial  to  the  Legislature  on  the  opening  of 
the  present  session,  asking  an  act  of  incorporation,  and  an 
endowment.  This  application  was  entertained  with  favour, 
and  a  Committee,  accompanied  by  the  Principal  and  pupils, 
soon  after  proceeded  to  the  seat  of  government,  and  furnished 
the  Executive  and  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
with  ample  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  plan  of  education 
for  those  deprived  of  sight.  The  representatives  of  the 
people,  with  unparalleled  promptitude  and  unanimity, 
granted  a  charter  and  pecuniary  aid,  in  order  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  this  noble  charity  upon  a  permanent  basis. 

Whilst  this  good  work  was  going  forward,  the  Recording 
Secretary  of  the  Board,  Jacob  Snider,  Jr.,  applied  his  mind 
to  the  contrivance  of  a  method  of  printing  for  the  use  of  the 
Blind,  and,  provided  with  funds  gratuitously  by  two  gentle- 
men Managers,  (Nathan  Dunn  and  Edward  Coleman,  Esqs.) 
happily  succeeded  in  his  experiment.  The  fruit  of  this 
ingenious  and  beneficent  labour  has  already  been  the  produc- 
tion of  the  Gospel  of  St.  Mark  in  a  style,  of  unequalled 
typography  for  the  sightless.  This  invention  entitles  its 
author  to  the  gratitude  of  the  afflicted  for  whose  benefit  it  is 
applicable,  and  is  an  honour  to  the  country,  since  it  gives 
facilities  in  this  branch  of  instruction  hitherto  unattained 
here  or  in  Europe. 

The  domestic  concerns  of  the  household  have  been  con- 
ducted in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  by  the  Matron,  who 
extends  the  kindest  care  towards  the  pupils,  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  her  department.  The  inmates  of  the  establishment 
have  been  blessed  with  health,  and  a  wholesome  discipline 
is  supported  in  its  various  relations. 
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Rules  have  been  adopted  in  regard  to  the  religious  in- 
struction of  the  pupils,  according  with  the  professions  of 
their  parents  or  friends,  which  the  Managers  trust  will  prove 
acceptable  to  all. 

On  their  successors  in  office  will  devolve  the  duty  of 
providing  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  by  appeals 
to  the  community,  to  secure  the  gratuity  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  promised  by  the  State  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  to 
be  furnished  toward  the  erection  of  a  building,  when  the 
former  amount  shall  be  obtained  by  voluntary  contributions. 
Experience  here  warrants  the  belief  that  our  benevolent 
inhabitants  will  not  be  slow  in  responding  to  this  new 
instance  of  charitable  requisition. 

The  Managers  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  dona- 
tion of  about  one  thousand  dollars  to  the  treasury  of  this 
Institution,  derived  from  the  citizens  of  Lancaster,  and 
generously  subscribed,  after  an  exhibition  of  the  acquire- 
ments of  our  pupils  at  that  place,  on  their  return  from 
Harrisburg. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  offers  herewith  a  paper,  recently 
prepared  by  the  Committee  of  Instruction,  which  supplies 
some  details  of  information,  that  in  its  opinion,  may  be 
usefully  distributed  with  this  Report. 

A  statement  of  the  Treasurer's  account  is  appended. 
On  behalf,  and  by  order  of  the  Managers, 

Roberts  Vaux, 
J.  Francis  Fisher, 
C.  D.  Meigs, 
A.  D.  Bache. 

Committee  of  Instruction. 

Philada.,  Feb.  26,  1834. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  PUBLIC, 

REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  REPORT. 

The  Committee  of  Instruction,  under  a  resolution  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  "  The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  respectfully  call  the  atten- 
tion of  their  fellow-citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the 
object,  state,  and  prospects  of  the  Institution. 

The  well-known  object  of  the  Institution  is,  to  rescue  an 
unfortunate  class  of  beings  from  the  helplessness  and  misery 
generally  attendant  upon  their  condition.  By  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  other  powers,  to  supply,  as  far  as  may  be,  the 
deprivation  of  sight ;  by  education,  to  furnish  means  of 
mental  and  bodily  activity,  and  thus  to  raise  the  Blind  to 
the  level  of  other  men ;  to  make  them  not  only  happy,  but 
useful  members  of  society. 

In  effecting  this  object,  the  experienced  and  able  Principal 
of  the  Institution,  has  adopted  as  the  ground-work  of  his 
system  of  instruction,  that  introduced  by  the  benevolent 
Hauy,  extended  by  the  experience  of  the  several  Institutions 
on  the  continent  of  Europe.  The  education,  while  it  is 
assimilated  as  far  as  possible  to  that  of  the  clear-sighted,  is 
eminently  practical,  as  may  be  shown  by  an  enumeration  of 
the  branches  already  successfully  taught  in  this  infant  Insti- 
tution. These  are,  a  knowledge  of  the  letters  of  the  alphabet 
and  of  orthography,  obtained  through  the  medium  of 
tangible  letters  ;  reading,  by  raised  letters  ;  writing  upon 
slates,  or  upon  paper  with  a  lead  pencil  ;  arithmetic,  mental 
as  well  as  by  the  aid  of  tangible  figures  ;  knowledge  of 
things  by  the  touch  and  by  sound  ;  music,  both  vocal  and 
instrumental,  according  to  scientific  principles  ;  and  handi- 
craft employments,  of  which,  the  making  of  willow  baskets, 
of  fringe,  and  of  other  fancy  articles,  has  been  taught. 
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In  regard  to  instruction  in  music,  generally  considered  as 
an  accomplishment  rather  than  as  a  necessary  part  of  the 
education  of  even  those  who  are  in  affluent  circumstances, 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark,  that  it  constitutes  almost  an 
essential  in  the  training  of  the  Blind.  By  its  means  their 
minds  are  won  to  dispositions  necessary  to  their  instruction 
in  other  matters. 

The  effects  of  the  system  of  instruction  have,  thus  far, 
been  highly  satisfactory :  in  this  opinion,  the  Committee  are 
supported  by  the  decision  of  the  public,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  recent  Examination  of  the  pupils  of  the  Institution,  held 
at  the  Musical  Fund  Society's  Hall.  The  results  then 
shown  were  obtained,  not  by  continued  drilling  for  a  long 
time,  but  from  instruction  communicated  within  the  brief 
periods  of  from  eight  months  to  three  weeks  ;  not  with 
pupils  selected  from  a  number,  for  trial,  but  with  the  small 
number  which  the  limited  pecuniary  ability  and  accommo- 
dations of  the  Institution  would  admit,  received  from  differ- 
ent quarters,  and  having  different  grades  of  intellect ;  not 
upon  the  previously  cultivated,  but  upon  those  from  the 
humbler  walks  of  life,  and  but  partially,  when  at  all, 
instructed. 

To  put  into  successful  operation  a  system  of  instruction 
for  the  Blind,  requires  a  command  of  funds  not  to  be  judged 
of  from  the  expenditure  for  that  of  the  unfortunate  class 
who  have  already  excited  so  much  of  the  sympathy  of  the 
public, — the  mutes.  The  mute,  when  provided  with  a  slate 
and  pencil,  has  the  means  by  which  a  vast  amount  of  in- 
struction may  be  imparted  to  him ;  the  blind,  receiving  his 
ideas  through  the  touch,  must  have  a  varied  apparatus,  to 
supply  the  same  amount  of  instruction  :  his  letters  in  relief 
for  instruction  in  the  alphabet  and  in  spelling,  his  printed 
sheets  and  books  with  raised  letters  for  practice  in  reading, 
his  writing-table,  his  raised  or  pricked  maps  for  teaching 
geography,  are  all  peculiar,  and,  requiring  to  be  made  ex- 
pressly for  his  use,  are  expensive.  To  these  must  be  added 
the  expenditure  for  musical  instruments,  and  for  the  mater- 
ials of  instruction  in  the  handicrafts.  It  has  required  all  the 
zeal  and  devotion  of  the  Principal  of  the  Institution,  to  bear 
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up  against  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  scanty  supply  of 
apparatus  which  it  could  afford  to  purchase. 

In  looking  forward  for  resources  to  carry  on  this  school, 
and  to  extend  its  usefulness,  the  Board  of  Managers  rely 
confidently  upon  the  sympathy  of  the  public,  and  to  this 
they  would  now  appeal.  If  the  call  made  for  the  exercise 
of  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth 
should  be  answered,  to  the  full  extent  hoped  for,  the  Insti- 
tution will  be  placed  upon  a  permanent  basis,  but  not  above 
the  necessity  for  the  support  of  the  benevolent  of  our 
fellow-citizens. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  would  submit  a  remark  in 
relation -to  an  error  which  is  understood  to  prevail  to  some 
extent,  namely,  that  this  school  is,  or  may  be,  connected 
with  an  asylum  for  the  "  Lame  and  Blind,"  under  the  charge 
of  the  authorities  of  our  city,  and  thus  may  not  require  the 
aid  of  individual  contribution.  It  will  be  observed,  that  the 
object  of  this  Institution,  the  instruction  of  the  Blind,  is  in- 
compatible with  that  of  an  asylum  for  the  indigent  Blind  : 
one  institution  selects  blind  youths  for  education,  the  other 
blind  adults  for  support;  in  the  one,  mental  and  handicraft 
instruction  are  furnished,  that  the  pupil  may,  after  leaving 
the  school,  support  himself;  in  the  other,  he  is  for  a  portion 
of  his  life,  or  for  the  whole  of  it,  at  the  charge  of  the  public. 
In  no  event,  then,  can  the  Institution  in  behalf  of  which 
the  present  appeal  is  made,  be  amalgamated  with  the  asylum 
established  by  the  munificence  of  a  deceased  individual,  and 
for  the  operation  of  which  arrangements  have  recently  been 
made  by  the  City  Councils. 

Roberts  Vaux, 

J.  Francis  Fisher, 

C.  D.  Meigs, 

A.  D.  Bache. 

Committee  of  Instruction. 
Philada.,  Dec.  24,  1833. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT 

The  whole  amount  raised  by  private   contribution,   was 
$5,427,  of  which,  $3,600  obtained  from 
120    Life  subscribers,  form  a  permanent  Fund    of  $3,600 
212  Annual  do  at  $3.  $636 

Donations,     ....       1,191   .     .     .     $1,827 


Whole  amount  collected,         $5,427 


The  Expenditures,  including  rent,  furniture,   the 
board  of  9  pupils  without   pay,   the    apparatus 
and  necessary  articles  for  their  being  taught,    $2,873  48 
Deduct,  received  from  2  paying  pupils,  170  — 


12,703  48 


Deduct  the  amount  of  donations  and  annual  sub- 
scription, as  above,  .....     1,827 


Expenditures  above  receipts,  $^>7^>  48 

Which  was  borrowed  from  the  permanent 
fund.  This  fund  stood  thus,  when  the 
Treasurer's    account   was   made    up,    as 

above, $  876  48 

Placed  at  interest,  at  5  per  cent.  2,500  — 

in  Bank,  223   52 


.600 
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Since  the  Treasurer's  account  was  delivered,  the  $10,000 
has  been  received  from  the  State  ;  the  $2,500  has  been  re- 
called, and  the  $876.48  repaid  from  the  money  of  the  State  ; 
and  the  permanent  fund  invested  in  Pennsylvania  5  per 
cent  stock  ;  and,  after  retaining  sufficient  for  probable  ex- 
penses, $6,400  has  also  been  invested  in  the  same  stock. 

The  State  being  now  chargeable  with  the  pupils  who  did 
not  pay,  the  expenses  will  of  course  be  decreased  in  conse- 
quence, as  the  State  for  6  years  agrees  to  pay  for  56  pupils, 
if  so  many  offer  in  the  State,  at  $160  per  annum  for  each 
pupil. 

The  small  house  taken  to  try  the  experiment,  could  only 
accommodate  1 1  pupils.  Two  houses  of  greater  dimensions 
have  been  taken,  which  will  accommodate  25,  and  probably 
answer  until  we  have  the  means  of  building.  These  can 
only  be  had,  if  the  citizens  come  liberally  forward,  and  raise 
the  $20,000,  which  entitle  us  to  $10,000  more  from  the 
State. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Contributors. 

John  Vaughan, 

Treasurer. 
Philada.,  March  3,  1834. 


CONSTITUTION. 

ADOPTED,    FEBRUARY    21,     1 833. 

We,  the  subscribers,  desirous  of  laying  the  foundation  of 
an  Institution  for  the  instruction  of  blind  persons,  in  intel- 
lectual knowledge  and  mechanical  arts,  associate  for  that 
purpose  under  the  following  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Its  title  shall  be  "  The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Instruction  of  the  Blind."  It  shall  be  located  in 
Philadelphia. 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  Institution  shall  be  supported  by  donations  ;  by 
legacies  ;*  by  such  aid  as  the  Legislature  may  be  pleased 
to  afford  ;  by  payments  for  the  education  of  the  children,  by 
the  parents,  or  others  who  may  be  willing  to  make  them ; 
by  annual  or  by  life  subscriptions  of  the  members. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Any  person  may  become  a  member,  who  shall  agree  to 
this  Constitution,  and  pay  in  advance  a  sum  not  less  than 
three  dollars  per  annum  ;  or  in  lieu  thereof,  a  gross  sum  not 
less  than  thirty  dollars,  which  shall  constitute  him  a  member 
for  life. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  officers  of  the  Institution  shall  be  a  Patron,  who 
shall  be  the  Governor  of  the  State  for  the  time  being  ;  a 
President,  four  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary, 
a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  a  Consulting  Physician 
and  two  Visiting  Physicians,  and  a  Board  of  twelve  Man- 
agers. The  officers  to  be,  ex-officio,  members  of  the  Board. 
There  shall  also  be  six  Female  Visitors,  to  be  chosen  by 


■*Form  of  a -Legacy. — I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  unto  The  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  located  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  their  successors  forever,  (if  Real  Estate)  all  that  &c,  (if  Personal) 
the  sum  of,  &c. 
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the  Managers  ;  whose  duties,  as  well  as  those  of  the  officers, 
shall  be  such  as  are  implied  by  their  titles,  or  pointed  out 
by  this  Constitution,  or  by  the  Laws  and  By-Laws  which 
may  hereafter  be  adopted.  But  the  number  of  Vice-Presi- 
dents may  be  increased  by  the  By-Laws,  as  circumstances 
may  require,  in  extending  the  benefits  of  the  Institution 
throughout  the  State. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  Board  of  Managers  shall  meet  once  at  least  in  every 
month,  when  the  President,  or  if  absent,  a  Vice-President  in 
rotation,  or  if  both  absent,  a  Chairman  appointed  by  the 
members,  shall  preside,  and  shall  have  a  casting  vote  when 
the  members  are  equally  divided  on  any  question.  The 
Managers  are  empowered  to  provide  a  building  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Institution  ;  appoint  the  Instructors 
and  all  other  agents  needful  for  carrying  the  plan  into  full 
effect;  may  make  By-Laws  and  s'uch  other  regulations  as  may 
be  necessary,  and  are  not  inconsistent  with  this  Constitution  ; 
and  in  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  any  of  the  officers, 
may  fill  the  vacancies,  to  serve  till  the  next  annual  election. 
They  shall  make  a  report  to  the  Association  at  the  annual 
meetings  convened  for  that  purpose,  and  for  the  election  of 
officers,  which  shall  take  place  on  the  first  Monday  in  the 
month  of  March  of  each  year  after  the  present  one. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

The  Secretaries  and  Treasurer  shall  keep  regular  books 
of  their  transactions,  and  the  last  mentioned  shall,  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Association  (or  oftener  if  required 
by  the  Association  or  Managers),  furnish  a  statement  of  his 
accounts,  which  shall  be  previously  examined  by  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Managers  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

All  By-Laws  made  by  the  Managers,  must  be  proposed 
in  writing  at  one  meeting,  and  adopted  at  a  subsequent 
meeting,  to  become  binding. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 
A  meeting  of  the    Association    may   be    called    by    the 
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Managers  when  deemed  necessary  by  them,  or  whenever 
they  shall  be  required  to  call  one,  by  an  application  signed 
by  twenty  members. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Amendments  or  additions  to  these  articles  may  be  made 
by  this  Association  at  the  annual  meeting,  or  at  a  public 
meeting  of  the  Association  summoned  by  one  month's 
public  notice  of  the  intention  to  change  the  same,  and  such 
alterations  must  be  adopted  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present,  there  being  at  least  twenty-one  members  present. 


AN  ACT 

TO    INCORPORATE    AND    ENDOW 

The  Pennsylvania  Institution 
For  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind. 

Section  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Se?tate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General 
Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  the  members  of  "The  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  and  all,  who 
according  to  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  shall  become 
members  thereof,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  a  body 
politic  and  corporate,  by  the  same  name  and  style,  to  have 
perpetual  succession,  and  be  capable  to  take,  hold,  and  enjoy 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  to  use  a  common  seal, 
and  to  break,  alter,  or  renew  the  same  at  pleasure  :  Provided, 
That  the  clear  yearly  value  of  the  real  and  personal  estate 
by  them  held,  shall  not  exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  The  said  Institution  shall  be  governed  by  such 
Constitution,  Laws  or  By-Laws  as  are  now  in  existence, 
until  the  same  be  altered  by  the  members  thereof,  in  the 
manner  provided  for  in  the  said  Constitution  ;  and  that  the 
said  Institution  shall  have  power  to  make,  alter,  or  repeal 
their  Constitution  or  Laws,  in  such  a  manner  as  they  shall 


deem  expedient :  Provided,  That  no  Law  or  By-Law  shall 
be  valid  which  may  be  in  opposition  to  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sec.  3.  If  an  election  of  the  officers  of  the  Institution  be 
not  held  at  the  time  herein  appointed,  the  corporation  shall 
not  for  that  cause  be  dissolved,  but  an  election  shall  be  held 
as  soon  after  as  may  be,  public  notice  thereof  being  given  ; 
and  until  such  election,  the  officers  in  place  shall  continue 
to  act :  and  the  officers  now  elected,  viz.:  The  Governor  of 
the  State,  Patron  ;  William  White,  D.  D.,  President ;  Peter 
S.  Duponceau,  Roberts  Vaux,  William  Y.  Birch  and  Edward 
Coleman,  Vice-Presidents  ;  John  Vaughan,  Treasurer ; 
Joshua  Francis  Fisher,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  Jacob 
Snider,  Jr.,  Recording  Secretary ;  Philip  Syng  Physick, 
M.  D.,  Consulting  Physician  ;  William  Gibson,  M.  D.,  and 
Caspar  Morris,  M.  D.,  Visiting  Physicians,  and  Nathan  Dunn, 
Joshua  Lippincott,  J.  K.  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  Richard  Price, 
Alfred  Elwyn,  John  A.  Brown,  Robert  Maxwell,  A.  D. 
Bache,  C.  D.  Meigs,  M.  D,  B.  W.  Richards,  John  Miller, 
Jr.,  and  John  U.  Fraley,  Managers,  shall  hold  and  exercise 
their  respective  offices  until  the  election  in  March  next, 
and  until  others  are  chosen. 

Sec.  4.  To  aid  the  funds  of  the  said  Institution,  the  Gov- 
ernor is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  draw  his  warrant 
on  the  State  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  the  President  of  said 
Institution,  for  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  immediately  ; 
and  moreover,  shall  draw  his  warrant  on  the  State  Treasurer, 
in  favour  of  the  said  President,  for  the  further  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  for  every  indigent  pupil  of  this 
Commonwealth,  taught  in  said  School,  one-half  to  be  paid 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  six  months,  and  the  remain- 
der at  the  end  of  the  year.  Provided,  That  no  one  scholar 
shall  be  taught  at  the  expense  of  the  Commonwealth  more 
than  six  years.  And  provided  also,  That  the  sum  so  to  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  for  such  tuition,  shall  in  no  one 
year  exceed  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  The  fourth  section  of  this  Act,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  annuity  from  the  Commonwealth,  shall  be  and  continue 
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in  force  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  March  next,  and  no  longer,  unless  otherwise  enacted. 

Sec.  6.  During  the  continuance  of  the  said  annual  grant, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Institution  to  present  annually, 
or  when  required,  to  the  Legislature,  on  or  before  the  first 
of  February,  a  detailed  report  of  the  condition  of  the  said 
Institution,  and  of  the  number  of  pupils  therein,  stating  the 
number  of  indigent  pupils  and  their  places  of  residence  ; 
accompanied  by  a  statement  of  their  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures during  the  preceding  year. 

Sec.  7.  To  aid  the  said  Institution  in  erecting  a  suitable 
building,  and  in  purchasing  a  lot  whereupon  to  erect  the 
same,  the  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
draw  his  warrant  on  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the  sum  often 
thousand  dollars ;  Provided,  the  Managers  of  the  said  Insti- 
tution shall  raise  within  two  years  from  the  present  time,  by 
private  contribution,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
And  provided  also,  That  the  Managers  shall  certify  to  the 
Governor,  that  the  amount  of  the  said  twenty  thousand 
dollars  shall  have  been  subscribed  as  aforesaid,  and  actually 
paid,  before  he  shall  draw  his  warrant  for  said  ten  thousand 
dollars. 

Wm.  Patterson, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Tho's.  Ringland, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved — The  twenty-seventh  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

Geo.  Wolf. 


Secretary's  Office — Harrisburg,  Feb.  1,  1834. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  above  and  foregoing 
is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  original  law, 
remaining  on  file  and  of  record  in  said  office. — 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

James  Trimble, 

Deputy  Secretary. 
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BY-LAWS. 

I.     OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 

Article  i.  They  shall  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every 
month,  and  five  members  shall  form  a  quorum.  Special 
meetings  may  be  called  on  the  requisition  of  three  members 
of  the  Board,  addressed  to  the  Secretary. 

Article  2.  With  the  exception  of  the  President  and  the 
Consulting  and  Visiting  Physicians,  they  shall  be  divided 
into  Visiting  Committees  of  three,  each  committee  to  serve 
for  one  month,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  attend  at  the  Institu- 
tion once  in  each  week,  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the 
Institution,  the  progress,  &c.,  of  the  pupils  ;  and  examine 
the  accounts  of  the  Principal.  They  shall  examine  and 
certify  all  accounts  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Institu- 
tion; and  their  order,  or  that  of  a  majority  of  them,  on  the 
Treasurer,  shall  authorize  their  payment.  They  shall  keep 
minutes  of  their  proceedings,  and  submit  them  at  each  stated 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Board,  with  such  report  and  obser- 
vations as  they  may  deem  expedient  and  proper. 

Article  3.  They  shall  appoint  two  standing  committees, 
viz.: 

1st.  Admission  and  Discharge ,  to  consist  of  three  members, 
who  shall  be  governed  by  the  regulations  provided  for  those 
objects. 

2d.  Finance  and  Accounts,  to  consist  of  three  members,  to 
inspect  and  certify  the  affairs  of  the  Treasurer,  as  often  as 
may  be  needful,  and  especially  as  required  by  the  6th  article 
of  the  Constitution. 

II.  OF  THE  TREASURER. 

He  shall,  in  addition  to  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  6th 
article  of  the  Constitution,  keep  all  monies  of  the  Insti- 
tution in  Bank,  in  an  account  as  Treasurer,  and  all  evidences 
of  stock,  or  other  invested  property  belonging  to  the  Insti- 
tution, in  his  custody.     He  shall  keep  and  affix  the  common 
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seal  of  the  Institution  to  such  papers  and  documents  as  the 
Managers  shall  direct.  He  shall  pay  no  monies  but  upon 
a  draft,  signed  by  the  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents, or  a  Chairman,  pro  tem.y  by  order  of  a  regular  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Managers,  or  by  an  order  signed  by  the 
majority  of  the  Visiting  Committees,  for  current  expenses. 

III.  OF  THE  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 

He  shall  conduct  the  official  correspondence,  keep  a  record 
of  the  letters  which  he  may  write,  and  a  file  of  those  he  may 
receive. 

IV.     OF  THE  RECORDING  SECRETARY. 

He  shall  keep  full  and  fair  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Managers,  issue  notices  of  all  meetings,  and  furnish  the 
Chairmen  of  Committees  with  information  of  their  appoint- 
ment and  duties. 

V.  OF  THE  ATTENDING  PHYSICIANS. 

They  shall  visit  the  Institution  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  as  much  oftener  as  the  indisposition  of  any  of 
the  pupils  may  require,  and  make  report  quarterly. 

VI.  OF  ADMISSION  AND  DISCHARGE. 

All  pupils  from  without  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
may  be  admitted  into  the  Institution,  shall  pay  one  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars  per  annum,  half-yearly  in  advance.  When 
pupils  from  this  State  are  admitted,  the  parents,  guardians, 
or  friends,  as  the  case  may  be,  who  are  of  ability,  shall  pay 
one  hundred  and  six^-  dollars  per  annum,  half-yearly  in 
advance. 

Each  pupil  shall,  on  admission,  be  provided  by  his  parents 
or  guardians,  with  a  chest  having  a  lock  and  key,  at  least  six 
good  cotton  shirts,  two  vests,  jackets,  and  pantaloons  ;  six 
pairs  of  socks  or  stockings,  and  two  pairs  of  boots  or 
shoes  ;  six  pocket  handkerchiefs,  and  two  black  stocks  or 
handkerchiefs  ;  all  to  be  in  good  condition,  and  the  woolens 
of  a  dark  colour.  The  females  must  be  provided  with  at 
least  the  same  quantity  of  linen,  and  with  three  gowns  and 
dresses. 
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The  clothing  must  be  renewed  when  required,  by  the 
parents  or  guardians.— The  names  of  the  owners  must  be 
marked  on  all  articles  of  clothing. 

The  ages  of  instruction  shall  be,  from  seven  to  sixteen 
years  inclusive,  or  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board. 

A  Register  is  to  be  kept  in  the  Institution  of  the  name, 
age,  parents  or  friends,  and  residence  of  each  pupil,  with  a 
history,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the  causes  and  duration  of  their 
blindness. 

Pupils  who  misbehave,   after   due   admonition,   shall  be 

discharged. 

The  term  of  Instruction  shall  be  four  years,  or  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Board. 

VII.     OF  THE  PRINCIPAL. 


He  shall  conduct  the  Institution,  with  such  Assistants  as 
may  fromjtime  to  time  be  deemed  needful,  under  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Managers  ;  and  his  and  the  assistants'  com- 
pensation shall  be  fixed  by  the  Board.  He  shall  assiduously 
promote  the  religious,  moral  and  intellectual  education  of 
the  pupils  ;  and  by  precept  and  example,  aid  in  the  support 
of  good  order  throughout  the  household. 

The  hours  of  tuition  in  each  day  shall  be  fixed  at  some 
future  stated  meeting  of  the  Board.  The  Principal  shall 
direct  the  kind  and  duration  of  the  amusements  and  relaxa- 
tion of  the  pupils  ;  he  shall  direct  the  studies  to  be  pursued 
in  the  school,  the  work  to  be  performed  in  the  shop,  &c. 
He  shall  keep  an  account  of  the  articiE ,  fabricated,  and  of 
the  sales  of  the  same.  He  shall  lay  before  the  Visiting 
Committee,  each  week  if  required,  an  account  of  any  change 
which  may  have  taken  place  within  the  week.  He  shall 
keep  an  account  current  of  all  sales  and  expenditures,  and 
submit  the  same  to  the  Visiting  Committee.  He  shall 
direct,  semi-monthly,  examinations  on  a  Thursday  after- 
noon, at  which  any  of  the  Managers  may  be  present.  He 
shall  prepare  an  annual  report  of  the  Institution,  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Board  at  their  regular  meeting  in  February  of 
each  vear. 
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VIII.     OF  THE  MATRON. 

She  shall  administer  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  Institu- 
tion, and  diligently  promote  the  health  and  well-being  ot 
the  pupils.  She  shall  hold  her  situation  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Managers,  and  receive  her  salary  cuarterly. 

IX.     OF  THE  LADIES'  COMMITTEE. 

They  shall  be  nominated  by  Board,  with  the  Committees 
for  the  year.  They  shall  visit  the  Institution  and  advise 
with  the  Matron  on  its  domestic  affairs  ;  and  extend  towards 
the  pupils  such  kind  notice  and  advice  as  they  may  deem 
proper. 

X.     OF  THE  FUNDS. 

All  life  subscriptions,  and  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  of  all 
donations  exceeding  that  sum,  shall  be  invested  in  some 
good  stock,  or  other  approved  security,  to  form  a  perma- 
nent fund,  to  which  all  legacies  (unless  specifically  applied 
by  the  testator)  shall  be  added,  and  the  income  thereof  only 
be  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  Institution. 

The  funds  of  the  Institution  shall  be  invested  by  the 
Treasurer  with  the  advice  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  ; 
and  no  stock,  or  other  evidences  of  property  belonging  to 
the  Institution,  shall  be  transferred,  unless  in  pursuance  of 
a  resolution  of  the  fioard. 


XL     OF  REPORTS. 

All  reports  of  Committees,  and  resolutions,  offered  to  the 
Board  of  Managers'shall  be  made  in  writing,  and  be  placed 
on  the  minutes. 


Applications  for  admission  of  Pupils  may  be  addressed  to 
either  of  the  following  named  gentlemen  : — 

John  Vaughan,  Esq.,  i 
Robert  Maxwell,  Esq.,  ) 
Edward  Coleman,  Esq., 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Board  of  Managers  in  presenting  to  the  Contributors 
their  Second  Annual  Report,  have  the  happiness  to  assure 
them  of  the  continued  success  of  the  undertaking — of  the 
rapid  advancement  of  the  pupils  in  learning,  in  the  mechan- 
ical arts,  and  in  music — of  the  excellent  moral  discipline 
which  has  been  preserved — and  of  the  health  and  happiness, 
which  have  been  enjoyed  in  the  Institution,  under  the  vigi- 
lant and  affectionate  care  of  its  Principal  and  Matron. 

Eleven  pupils  have  been  admitted  during  the  year ; — one 
left  the  Institution  in  bad  health  and  soon  afterwards  died 
at  his  home.  We  have  now  twenty-one  under  our  care, 
of  whom  nine  are  females.  Eighteen  are  from  within  this 
State,  one  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  one  from  Virginia, 
and  one  from  South  Carolina. 

Since  the  first  Report  the  Board  have  secured  the  services 
of  Mr.  J.  B.  Stout,  as  Assistant  Teacher  in  the  English 
branches  ;  of  Mr.  A.  Schmitz,  as  Instructor  of  Music  ;  and 
of  John  Roxbury,  a  blind  man  from  the  Edinburg  school, 
as  Teacher  of  the  mechanical  arts.  The  Board  are  happy 
to  concur  with  Mr.  Friedlander,  in  expressing  their  entire 
satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which  the  various  depart- 
ments have  been  filled. 

The  Annual  Examination  on  the  23d  of  December,  and 
a  Concert  on  the  19th  of  February  last,  gave  evidence  of  the 
improvement  of  the  pupils  in  the  English  branches  and 
in  Music.  The  German  language  is  now  taught,  and  it  is 
expected  that  a  course  of  Mathematical  studies  will  soon  be 
commenced.  But,  as  the  great  majority  of  the  pupils  are 
poor,  and  dependent  for  their  maintenance  and  education 
upon  charity,  it  is  particularly  desirable  that  they  should 
carry  with  them  from  the  Institution,  the  means  of  support- 


ing  themselves  hereafter.  It  is,  therefore,  very  satisfactory  to 
state,  that  several  handicraft  arts  have  been  added  to  those 
formerly  taught ;  and  the  baskets,  mattresses,  door-mats, 
rugs  and  twine,  made  in  the  Institution,  are  such  as  would 
command  a  ready  sale ;  that  several  of  the  girls  knit  and  sew 
with  great  neatness  ;  and  that  some  other  handicrafts  will 
soon  be  introduced.  Want  of  room  for  workshops,  neces- 
sarily limits  the  operations  of  the  pupils  in  the  handicraft 
departments. 

To  call  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  to  the 
subject  of  the  Blind,  and  to  announce  to  the  afflicted  in  all 
districts,  the  advantages  of  our  Institution,  the  Board  not 
only  sent  its  circulars  and  the  necessary  instructions  for 
applicants,  into  all  the  counties,  but  induced  the  Principal,  with 
one  of  the  pupils,  to  make  a  very  extensive  tour  during  the 
month  of  July  last.  The  exhibitions  of  the  acquirements  of 
our  pupil  excited  a  lively  interest  in  all  who  witnessed  them  ; 
but  the  applications  for  admission,  which  were  anticipated 
as  a  consequence,  have  not  been  numerous  from  the  interior 
of  this  State. 

Shortly  after  the  return  of  Mr.  Friedlander,  he  accepted 
(with  the  approbation  of  the  Board)  an  invitation  from  the 
citizens  of  West  Chester,  and  visited  that  town,  with  twelve 
of  the  pupils,  whose  examination  excited  so  great  an  interest 
throughout  the  county,  that  committees  were  appointed  in 
every  township,  to  make  collections  for  this  Institution, 
which  have  already  reached  a  considerable  amount. 

A  similar  invitation  was  received  from  the  citizens  of 
Wilmington,  in  the  month  of  September  last,  and  accepted  ; 
when  the  services  of  many  benevolent  persons  were  enlisted 
in  our  cause ;  and,  on  their  solicitation  and  assurance  that  an 
application  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware  would 
meet  with  success,  if  presented  by  the  M-anagers,  in  company 
with  their  pupils,  Messrs.  Fraley  and  Snider,  with  the 
Principal  and  eight  of  the  pupils,  went  to  Dover  in  the 
month  of  January  last.  The  exhibitions  made  before  the 
Legislature,  were  highly  satisfactory  to  them,  and  they  have 
since  made  an  appropriation  for  the  support  of  several 
indigent  pupils  from  their  State.     Exhibitions    were   also 


made  before  large  audiences  at  Wilmington  and  Smyrna, 
and  much  kindness,  hospitality,  and  liberality  from  the 
citizens  of  Delaware  were  received  during  this  visit,  which 
the  Board  have  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging. 

After  this  visit  to  Delaware,  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Richards, 
with  the  Principal,  exhibited  the  proficiency  of  seven  pupils 
to  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  who,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
induced  to  secure  by  a  handsome  appropriation,  the  benefits 
of  this  Institution  for  the  indigent  Blind  of  that  State. 

In  April  last  the  Institution  was  removed  into  Thirteenth 
Street,  where  two  houses,  with  intermediate  lots,  were  taken 
on  rent.  In  these  houses  the  present  number  of  pupils  are 
comfortably  accommodated ;  but  a  few  more  only  can  be 
received ;  and  space  is  much  needed  for  the  various  manu- 
factures. The  members  of  the  Board  have  therefore  been 
very  active  in  the  endeavour  to  raise  by  contributions,  the 
sum  of  $20,000,  upon  which  depends  the  grant  of  $10,000 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  building.  When  this 
sum  is  secured,  a  lot  will  be  purchased  and  an  edifice  com- 
menced ;  it  being  of  great  importance  to  relieve  the  Institu- 
tion from  the  burthen  of  rent,  and  to  provide  accommoda- 
tions for  a  much  larger  number  of  pupils.  For,  although 
the  allowance  from  this  State  of  $160  for  each  indigent 
pupil,  does  not  pay  one-half  of  the  expenses  of  20  children, 
and  if  even  the  number  were  increased  to  40,  would  not  be 
nearly  sufficient ;  yet  proportionably,  the  expenditures 
would  be  very  much  reduced :  and,  independently  of  other 
motives  to  extend  the  charity,  it  is  much  more  for  our 
interest. 

An  application  will  be  made  to  the  Legislature  of  this 
State  for  an  increase  of  the  allowance  per  pupil ;  and,  should 
they  augment  it  to  $200  per  annum,  we  might  securely 
depend  upon  the  charity  of  our  fellow  citizens,  to  supply 
what  else  may  be  wanting,  and  regard  the  permanence  of 
the  Institution  as  assured.  At  present,  its  income,  (as  will 
be  seen  in  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  herewith  submit- 
ted) is  far  below  its  outlay  ;  and,  although  all  the  economy 
in  the  power  of  the  Board,  consistent  with  the  comfort  and 
advantage  of  the  pupils,  has  been  practiced,  it    has    been 

5 


found  necessary  to  encroach  greatly  on  the  ten  thousand 
dollars  granted  by  the  State,  which  it  was  hoped  might 
have  been  in  part  added  to  the  permanent  fund. 

That  our  expenditures  have  been  so  great,  will  perhaps 
excite  surprise  in  those  acquainted  only  with  the  economy 
of  other  institutions  of  education  ;  but,  it  must  be  recollected, 
that  none  of  the  ordinary  apparatus  of  instruction  can  be 
used  by  us  :  neither  the  slate  nor  black-board,  no  common 
map  or  printed  book  ;  that  the  books,  maps,  and  music 
sheets,  with  raised  characters — the  tables  for  calculating  and 
writing — the  musical  instruments — the  machines  and  mater- 
ials for  manufactures,  are  all  costly  ;  and  the  Blind,  from 
their  peculiar  privation,  require  both  more  attendants  and 
more  instruction  than  any  other  children. 

To  increase  a  permanent  fund,  yielding  interest,  and  to 
extend  the  number  of  annual  subscribers,  will  be  incumbent 
upon  the  Board  of  Managers  for  the  ensuing  year ;  and  an 
appeal  is  confidently  made  to  the  benevolent,  to  further  this 
effort,  which  the  interest  already  excited  in  this  community, 
by  our  Institution,  authorizes  us  to  hope. 

Already,  by  this  charity,  have  upwards  of  twenty  children 
been  raised  from  a  state  of  helplessness,  gloom  and  degrada- 
tion ;  a  burthen  to  industrious  parents,  or  with  a  prospect 
for  life  of  dependence  on  public  charity,  they  are  now  re- 
ceiving a  means  of  honest  maintenance.  Deprived  of  all  the 
enjoyments  of  the  best  of  our  senses,  new  sources  of  pleasure 
have  been  bestowed — new  channels  of  information  opened 
to  them.  Cut  off  by  their  calamity  from  the  ordinary  pur- 
suits and  associations  of  others,  we  have  raised  them  to  the 
rank  of  their  fellow-men,  and  taken  from  them  the  stamp  of 
inferiority,  which  even  pity  had  inflicted  on  their  helplessness, 
Whether  we  shall  be  able  to  continue  this  good  work  and 
extend  it  to  others,  will  depend  upon  the  liberality  with 
which  our  appeal  is  answered  ;  and  we  see  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  result.  .    ;. 

By  order,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

William  White,  President. 

Jacob  Snider,  Jr.,  Rec.  Sec'ry. 
(Philadelphia,  March  2,  1835.  -..-;  -.,. 


Since  the  foregoing  Report  was  submitted  to  the  Contrib- 
utors, the  Board  have  received  a  communication  from    Mr 

» 

Snider,  on  the  subject  of  Printing  for  the  Blind.  In  the 
course  of  last  year  he  devoted  much  time  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  printing  the  Gospel  according  to  St.  Mark,  for 
the  use  of  the  pupils  of  this  Institution,  and  which  has  been 
to  them  a  work  of  great  utility  and  benefit.  The  whole  ex- 
pense for  the  apparatus  and  printing  was  incurred  by  three 
members  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  the  funds  of  the  Insti- 
tution not  being  adequate  to  engage  in  the  work.  Mr. 
Snider  has  liberally  offered,  (provided  funds  can  be  raised 
without  infringing  on  those  of  the  Institution)  to  have  print- 
ed, the  Gospel  according  to  St.  John,  from  copper  plates,  in 
a  form  more  condensed  and  convenient ;  the  execution 
superior  to  any  heretofore  printed,  and  as  durable  as  that  of 
his  former  work,  on  the  following  terms : — 

"  For  ioo  copies  bound  for  use,  and  the  copper  plates  to 
be  delivered  to  the  Institution,  the  sum  of  $400. — For  any 
number  of  copies  over  this  number,  at  the  rate  of  $2  per 
copy: — or,  he  offers  to  have  any  work  printed,  containing 
as  much  matter  as  the  one  proposed,  in  125  pages,  size  of 
8  by  10  inches,  for  the  same  sum." 

The  Managers  regret  that  the  necessity  of  applying  the 
funds  to  the  erection  of  buildings  precludes  their  engaging 
at  present  in  this  important  work.  This  statement  is  made 
in  the  hope  that  those  who  are  greatly  interested  in  the 
further  advancement  of  this  branch  of  the  education  of  the 
Blind,  will  be  induced  to  furnish  aid  for  the  proposed  under- 
taking. A  specimen  of  the  printing  by  this  method  is 
annexed,  exhibiting  more  matter  in  the  same  space,  and 
greater  durability  than  any  books  yet  printed  for  the  Blind. 
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The  undersigned  Committee  of  Finance  have  examined  the  above 
account  and  compared  it  with  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  and 
vouchers,  all  of  which  they  find  correct,  with  a  balance  to  the  Cr.  of 
Expenditure  fund  (remaining  of  the  $io,ooo  received  of  the  State)  of 
$2,337.40  invested  in  Pennsylvania  5  per  cent,  stock. 

Nathan  Dunn, 

John  A.  Brown. 


'      I  Committee  of  Finance. 


Building  Fund  of  "  The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction 
of  the  Blind,"  in  account  with  Isaac  Elliott,  Treasurer. 

1835  DR. 

Feb.  27  To  amount  this  day  invested  at  6  per  cent,  inter- 
est per  annum,  secured  by  mortgage,  paya- 
ble on  demand,      .....  $10,000  00 

Mar.    2     To  Balance  to  Cr.  of  the  Institution,  in  the  Bank 

of  Pennsylvania, 873  93 

$10,873  93 


1835  CR. 

Feb.  27  By  amount  of  Donations  to  this  Fund,  received 
to  this  date,  and  deposited  in  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  .....  $10,873  93 

Errors  excepted.     Philada.,  March  2,  1835. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Contributors  by 

Isaac  Elliott, 

Treasurer. 

The  undersigned  Committee  of  Finance  have  examined  the  above 

account  and  compared  the  same  with  the  vouchers  and  books  of  the 

Treasurer,  and  fin  d  it  correct ;  and  a  balance  of  $873,93,  to  Cr.  of  the 

Institution,  in  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  being  exclusively   "  Building 

Fund." 

Nathan  Dunn,     )  n         •..        r r\-   „„„<, 
T  a     T?   ~Jr„   r  Committee  of  finance. 

John  A.  Brown. 


The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruc- 
tion of  the  Blind. 

IN    THIRTEENTH    ST.    BETWEEN    RACE    AND    VINE    STS., 
PHILADELPHIA. 

Julius  R.  Friedlander,  Principal. 
John  B.  Stout,  Assistant  Teacher. 
Adolph  Schmitz,  Professor  of  Music. 
John  Roxbury,  Master  Workman. 
Ann  Nicholes,  Matron. 


PUPILS. 


Names. 
Abraham  Marsh, 
Theodore  Myers, 
William  Graham, 
George  Lafferty, 
William  Hatz, 
Beneiah  Parvin,* 
John  B.  Martindale,* 
Eli  Wieland, 
Jewett  H.  Gray,* 
Richard  Guyn, 
Joseph  Ramsey, 
Philip  Fetterow, 
Sarah  Marsh, 
Mary  Ann  Mallet, 
Mary  E.  Nuneviller, 
Hannah  Gilham, 
Hannah  Newborough, 
Cordelia  U.  Snyder,* 
Maria  Lightfoot, 
Sarah  Siegfried, 
Catherine  Smiley, 


Where  from. 

Philadelphia  city. 
<< 

Moyamensing  " 

Passyunk,  " 

Lancaster  city. 

Newcastle,  State  of  Delaware. 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Lancaster  city. 

Harrisonb'g,  Rockingham  Co.,  Va 

Southampton,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa. 

Philadelphia  Co. 

York  Co.,  Pa. 

Philadelphia  city. 

"  county. 

Franklin  Co.,  Pa. 

East  Marlbro',  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Berks  Co.,  Pa. 

W.  Whiteland,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Montgomery ville,  Montg'y  Co.,  Pa. 

Philadelphia  Co. 


*Not  paid  for  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Instruction  of  the  Blind. 


Philadelphia,  March  7,  1836. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Contributors  of  "  The  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  held  pursuant 
to  the  Charter,  at  the  hall  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  James  Taylor,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
Frederick  Fraley  appointed  Secretary.  J.  Francis  Fisher, 
on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  presented  the  follow- 
ing Report  of  their  proceedings  for  the  past  year,  with  a 
condensed  statement  of  the  Treasurer's  account,  which,  on 
motion  of  Jos.  D.  Brown,  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  in  the  pamphlet  form,  for  the  information  of  the 
Contributors.    The  Contributors  present  then  proceeded  to 


elect  officers  and  managers  for  the  ensuing  year.  Messrs. 
Jos.  D.  Brown,  John  Vaughan  and  Geo.  Handy,  acting  as 
tellers,  declared  the  following  gentlemen  elected  : 

OFFICERS  FOR  1836. 

Patron, 
JOSEPH  RITNER,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 

President, 
RIGHT  REV.  WILLIAM  WHITE,  D.  D. 

Vice-Presidents , 

P.  S.  DUPONCEAU,  EDWARD   COLEMAN, 

WILLIAM  Y.  BIRCH,  NATHAN  DUNN. 

Treasurer, 

FREDERICK  FRALEY. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

J.  FRANCIS  FISHER. 

Recording  Secretary, 
DAVIS  B.  STACEY. 

Consulting  Physician, 
PHILIP  S.  PHYSICK,  M.  D. 

Visiting  Physicians, 
CASPAR  MORRIS,  M.  D.,  J.  RHEA  BARTON,  M.  D. 

Managers, 

JOHN  VAUGHAN,  JOHN  A.  BROWN, 

B.  W.  RICHARDS,  ABRAHAM  MILLER, 
ROBERT  MAXWELL,  JACOB  SNIDER,  Jr., 

C.  D.  MEIGS,  M.  D.,  GEORGE  HANDY, 
JOHN  U.  FRALEY,  ALEX.  SYMINGTON, 
GEORGE  PEPPER,  ISAAC  S.  LOYD. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

JAMES  TAYLOR,  Chairman. 

FRED'K  FRALEY,  Secretary. 


Third  Annual   Report. 


In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  our  Charter,  the  Mana- 
gers of  the  "  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of 
the  Blind,"  submit  to  the  Contributors  their  Third  Annual 
Report. 

Five  pupils,  four  of  whom  from  Pennsylvania,  and  one 
from  Maryland,  have  been  admitted  since  the  last  report ; 
and  three  have  left  the  Institution,  of  whom  two  were  Penn- 
sylvanians  and  one  an  inhabitant  of  South  Carolina.  There 
are  now  in  the  Institution  twenty-three  pupils,  of  whom 
twenty  are  from  within  the  State,  and  entitled  to  the  appro- 
priation for  their  education  ;  one  from  Delaware,  and  sup- 
ported by  that  State  ;  one  from  Virginia,  and  one  from 
Maryland,  who  are  pay  pupils.  Their  names,  residences, 
and  the  dates  of  their  admission,  will  be  found  in  a  paper 
hereto  appended.  During  the  last  year  the  Institution  has 
lost  their  worthy  and  valuable  teacher,  John  Roxbury,  of 
the  handicrafts.  After  a  long  illness,  he  was  anxious,  in  the 
hope  of  regaining  his  health,  to  return  to  his  own  country, 
for  which  he  was  provided  with  the  necessary  means  ;  but 
he  died  on  his  voyage  to  England.  This  loss  has  not, 
however,  suspended  any  of  the  manufactures  in  which  he 
had  given  instruction  ;  and  his  place  has  been  partly  sup- 
plied by  an  individual  who,  besides  acting  as  Porter,  is  able 
to  instruct  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes  and  pasteboard 
boxes.  In  addition  to  the  branches  of  instruction  men- 
tioned in  the  last  report,  the  Mathematics  have  been  since 
introduced,  in  which  considerable  advancement  has  been 
made  ;  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils  generally  has  been 
satisfactory  in  every  department  of  their  intellectual  edu- 
cation. In  music,  their  improvement  has  been  very  rapid. 
Most  instruments  are  now  played  on,  or  will  soon  be  taught, 
and  the   most  difficult   compositions   are   successfully  per- 


formed,  both  singly  and  in  concert.  At  present  we  labor 
under  the  deficiency  of  good  instruments  of  all  kinds,  most 
of  those  employed  by  the  pupils  being  of  an  inferior  de- 
scription, and  several  not  belonging  to  the  Institution.  We 
would  here  make  grateful  mention  ofahe  present  of  a  beau- 
tiful and  costly  harp  by  Hartman  Kuhn,  Esq.,  another  by 
Mr.  George  Willig,  and  of  a  valuable  violin  by  John  Miller, 
Jr.,  Esq.  The  example  of  their  generosity,  and  the  knowl- 
edge of  our  wants  will,  we  hope,  procure  from  the  friends 
of  the  Institution  similar  donations.  Violins,  flutes  and 
piano-fortes,  or  any  other  instruments,  no  longer  used  by 
their  possessors,  would  be  very  acceptable  and  useful  to  the 
blind.  In  the  handicrafts,  several  new  arts  have  been  in- 
troduced ;  namely,  the  manufacture  of  brooms,  shoes,  cabi- 
net ware,  bandboxes,  rag  mats,  hearth  rugs,  quilts,  and  a 
great  variety  of  bead  work  ;  and  the  skill  already  attained 
in  these,  as  well  as  the  trades  which  have  been  taught  since 
the  commencement,*  assure  us  that  the  pupils  will  leave 
the  Institution  with  the  ability  to  gain  a  comfortable  liveli- 
hood by  the  work  of  their  hands.  Several  other  arts  will 
be  introduced  as  soon  as  we  occupy  our  new  buildings,  such 
as  pottery,  &c;  at  present  the  want  of  space  is  a  great  im- 
pediment to  all  our  manufactures. 

The  Treasurer's  account  is  appended,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  the  education  and  maintenance  of  each  pupil  has 
cost  us  about  two  hundred  and  twenty -five  dollars  ;  and 
although,  when  our  number  shall  be  increased,  the  propor- 
tionate expense  will  be  somewhat  diminished,  we  have  no 
expectation  of  bringing  it  at  any  time,  or  with  any  number, 
as  low  as  two  hundred  dollars  per  pupil,  owing  to  the  cost- 
liness and  variety  of  the  instruction  afforded,  The  last 
sum,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  will  hereafter  be  supplied 
by  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and  Delaware, 
for  each  of  the  indigent  pupils  supported  by  them  ;  and  we 
shall  be  obliged  to  exact  it  in  all  instances. 

Of  the  sale  of  articles   manufactured   in  the   Institution, 


*  These  are,  the  manufacture  of  baskets,  twine  and  bed  cord,  door  mats,  mat- 
tresses, fringes,  lamp  stands,  guard  chains,  silk  and  bead  bags,  as  well  as  knitting 
and  sewing. 


which  is  left  entirely  to  the  Principal,  no  accurate  account 
can  be  given,  nor  is  it  important,  as  he  expends  all  the  pro- 
ceeds in  the  purchase  of  materials,  musical  instruments, 
&c. ;  but  it  may  be  considered  as  amounting  to  two  hun- 
dred dollars.  This  item  will  be  greatly  increased  when  all 
the  manufactures  are  put  into  full  operation. 

By  the  invitation  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  the 
Principal,  with  the  male  pupils  and  a  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  visited  Trenton  during  the  last  month. 
An  exhibition  was  there  made  before  the  Governor,  the 
house  of  Assembly,  and  a  large  audience,  which  gave  the 
highest  satisfaction ;  and  we  understand  a  bill  has  since 
been  unanimously  passed  providing. for  the  maintenance  of 
ten  indigent  pupils  from  New  Jersey,  at  two  hundred  dol- 
lars per  pupil. 

At  Harrisburg  a  bill  has  been  reported  supplementary  to 
the  Act  to  charter  and  endow  our  Institution,  providing 
that  the  indigent  pupils  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  shall 
hereafter  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  dollars  per 
pupil ;  and  we  are  in  the  daily  hope  of  hearing  of  its 
passage. 

A  committee  was  appointed  in  the  month  of  December 
last,  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  to  accompany  the  Principal 
and  pupils  to  Baltimore  and  Annapolis,  in  order  to  make 
known  to  the  citizens  of  Maryland  the  advantages  of  our 
Institution,  and  to  offer  to  receive  the  indigent  blind  from 
their  State  on  the  same  terms  which  have  been  accepted  by 
the  State  of  New  Jersey ;  but  the  continued  inclemency  of 
the  weather  has  prevented  the  journey;  upon  the  execution 
of  which  design  it  will  belong  to  our  successors  to  decide. 

Since  the  last  report  a  lot  of  ground  has  been  purchased, 
situated  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Race  and  Schuylkill 
Third  streets,  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  feet  on  Race 
street  by  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  in  depth  ;  and  our 
fellow-citizen,  Mr.  Isaac  S.  Loyd,  has  enlarged  our  site  by 
giving  us  the  use  of  a  lot  in  the  rear  of  our  own,  of  the 
same  length  of  our  own,  by  80  feet  in  depth,  with  an  ex- 
pressed intention  of  hereafter  conveying  the  fee  to  the  In- 
stitution.    Upon  this  lot  a  substantial   brick  building  has 
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been  erected,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  feet  in  front  by 
fifty-five  feet  in  depth,  and  three  and  a  half  stories  in  height. 
This  building  is  now  roofed,  and  we  hope  will  be  ready  to 
receive  the  pupils  by  the  end  of  July  next.  The  apart- 
ments are  numerous  and  spacious,  but  the  edifice,  though 
costly,  has  been  erected  with  the  most  scrupulous  attention 
to  economy,  and  nothing  has  been  spent  upon  architectural 
ornaments. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  sum  granted  by  the  State  and  sub- 
scribed by  our  fellow-citizens  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
this  edifice  would  have  been  sufficient,  but  owing  to  the 
unexpected  cost  of  the  lot  it  is  feared  that  the  building  will 
not  only  exhaust  all  our  funds  but  leave  the  Institution  in 
debt  to  the  amount  of  about  five  thousand  dollars.  To  re- 
lieve it  from  this  embarrassment  the  Board  of  Managers 
look  with  confidence  to  the  liberality  of  their  fellow-citizens. 
When  the  principal  edifice  and  workshops  are  complete  and 
furnished,  and  the  Institution  relieved  from  debt,  such  con- 
fidence is  felt  in  its  prosperity,  that  no  further  appeal  for 
extraordinary  contributions  will  be  necessary. 

A  book,  containing  79  octavo  pages,  has  been  printed  in 
raised  characters,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils,  since  the  last 
report.  It  would  be  very  desirable  to  print  several  other 
books,  and  particularly  the  Holy  Gospels — Acts  of  the 
Apostles — and  selections  from  the  Old  Testament ;  but  for 
this  the  funds  of  the  Institution  are  altogether  inadequate. 
While  all  other  classes  of  the  community  are  gratuitously 
provided  with  copies  of  the  Word  of  God,  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  this  Institution  has  it  not  in  its  power  to  pre- 
sent each  pupil  on  quitting  its  walls  with  a  copy  of  that 
Book,  so  essential  to  their  consolation  in  life,  and  their  hap- 
piness hereafter. 

In  concluding  this  Report  the  Board  of  Managers  are 
happy  to  be  able  to  express  their  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
internal  condition  of  the  Institution,  where  good  health  and 
good  discipline  have  been  preserved  uninterruptedly  under 
our  excellent  Principal,  his  Assistants  and  the  Matron. 

Wm.  White,  President. 

Davis  B.  Stacey,  Rec.  Sec. 
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List  of  Pupils,  March  7,  1836. 


20  FROM  PENNSYLVANIA,  3  FROM  OTHER  STATES. 


NAMES. 

Abraham  Marsh, 
Theodore  Myers, 
Wm.  Graham, 
Geo.  Lafferty, 
William  Hatz, 
Richard  Guyn, 
Eli  Wheelan, 
Philip  Fetterow, 
Joseph  Ramsey, 
John  Dice, 
Sarah  Marsh, 
Mary  A.  Mallett, 
Mary  E.  Nunewiler, 
Hannah  Gillam, 


WHERE  FROM. 

Philadelphia  City, 

Moyamensing, 
Passyunk, 
Lancaster, 
Bucks  County, 
Lancaster, 
York  County, 
Philadelphia  County, 
York  County, 
Philadelphia  City, 

County. 

(1  <■ 

Franklin  County, 


Hannah  Newborough,    Chester         " 
Sarah  Siegfried,  Montgomery  County, 

Maria  Lightfoot,  Chester  " 

Catherine  Smiley,  Philadelphia        " 

Left  the  Institution  and  returned  Sept 


Elizabeth  Solms, 
Mary  V.  Roberts, 

Beniah  Parvin, 
Jewet  H.  Gray, 
M.  E.  Wiley, 


Bucks  County, 
Philadelphia  County, 

Newcastle,  Del., 

Virginia, 

Baltimore, 


ADMITTED. 

March  25,  1833. 
<«        <<      <« 

April  29,      " 

May  7, 

June  3, 

April  12,  1834. 

June  24,      " 

Sept.  12,      " 

Nov.  15, 

Feb.  25,  1836. 

March  25,  1833. 

April  29, 

May  12,  1834. 

May  16, 

Sept.  6,      " 

Oct.  21,      " 

Nov.  7,      " 

April  13,  1835. 
19,  1835. 

May  12,      " 

Nov.  28,      '* 

July  16,  1833. 
March  24,  1834. 
Sept.     18,  1835. 


Treasurers   Report. 


The  Treasurer  of  "  The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Instruction  of  the  Blind  "  respectfully  reports  : 

That  the  balance  in  Bank  Feb.  28,  1835,  was $      873.93 

That  he  has  received  during  the  year  ending  March  1, 

1836,  from  various  sources 57,075.64 

#57,949-57 

FOR   THE   BUILDING   FUND. 

Donations  of  individuals $1 5,093.76 

State   of  Pennsylvania 10,000.00 

Interest  on  temporary  loans 357,78 

#25,451.54 

FOR   EXPENDITURE   FUND. 

Annual  contributions $      644.59 

Interest  on  investments 496.87 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  pay  pupils 2,762.64 

Private  pay  pupils 320.00 

$4,224.10 

FOR   TEMPORARY    LOANS. 

Paid  off $27,400.00 

The  whole  amount  of  the  donations  of  individuals  to  the  Building 
Fund  is  $25,967.69,  of  which  $10,873.93  were  included  in  the  Treas- 
urer's account,  presented  March  2,  1835,  and  $357.78  arising  from 
interest,  making  a  total  of  $36,325.47  applicable  to  the  Building.  The 
payments  for  the  year  have  amounted  to  $57,513.50,  on  the  following 
accounts,  viz  : 

BUILDING   FUND. 

For  the  purchase  of  Lot $17,500.00 

For  account  of  Building 12,373.08 

$29,873.08 
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EXPENDITURE   FUND. 

For  house  rent $    800.00 

For  salaries *  ,910-00 

For  house   expenses J  ,828.86 

For  fuel 285.73 

For  incidental  charges 61 5.83 

For  piano-forte 200.00 

$5,640.42 

Temporary  loans,  for  account  of  building  fund,  payable 

on    demand $22,000.00 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands,  March  1,  1836 43°-07 

The  investments  are  as  follows  : 

Permanent  fund,  in  State  loan $3,600.00 

Expenditure  fund  in       "  "    'A337-4-0 

Building  fund,  loaned  temporarily 4,600.00 

Errors  excepted. 

Philadelphia,  March  1,  1836.  Fred.  Fraley,  Treas. 

The  undersigned  Committee  of  Finance,  having  examined  the 
within  account,  and  compared  it  with  the  books  and  vouchers,  find 
the  same  correct,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of 
four  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and  seven  cents. 

John  A.  Brown,  J    Com.  of  Finance. 
Nathan  Dunn,   J 

Philadelphia,  March  7,  1836. 

The  state  of  the  Principal's  account  is  as  follows  : 
1835. 

To  cash  paid  for  materials  for  manufacturing   $198.24 

"     for  tuition  for  handicrafts 6.50 

"     for  harmonicon 101.50 

"     for  materials  used  in  the  school  room 109.81 

"     for   tools W9 

Expenses  of  journey  to  Easton,  Bethlehem,  and  incidentals.  S°-l9 

Balance  in  his  hands  at  this  date I23-73 


$603.16 
1835. 

March  2,  by  balance  in  hands $272.62 

By  sales  of  manufactured  articles 161.75 

Collections   at  concerts  and   examinations 168.79 


March  7,  1836.  $603.16 

J.  R.  Friedlander,  Principal. 


II 


REPRINT  OF 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF   THE 


MANAGERS 


OF   THE 


Pennsylvania  Institution 


FOR   THE 


INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND, 


LOCATED  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 


March,  1837. 


At  an  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Contributors  to  The  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind, 
held  over  the  Athenaeum,  March  6th,  1837, 

Col.  Wm.  Drayton  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  Dr.  T.  S. 
Kirkbride  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  detailing  its  oper- 
ations during  the  past  year,  and  exhibiting  the  present  state 
of  the  Institution,  was  read  by  J.  Francis  Fisher,  Esq., 
which  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  usual  number  of 
copies  ordered  to  be  printed.  On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Pening- 
ton,  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  list  of  pupils  and  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer,  be  appended  to  the  Report. 

The  meeting  having  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Officers, 
to  serve  the  ensuing  year,  Messrs.  Fisher  and  Penington, 
appointed  Tellers,  reported  the  following  gentlemen  unani- 
mously elected. 


PATRON. 
Joseph  Ritner,  Governor  of  this  State. 


OFFICERS  FOR   1837. 


President — John  Vaughan. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

William  Y.  Birch,  Nathan  Dunn, 

Edward  Coleman,  John  A.  Brown. 

Treasurer — Frederick  Fraley. 

Corresponding  Secretary — J.  Francis  Fisher. 

Recording  Secretary — J.  Snider,  Jr. 

Consulting  Physician — Philip  S.  Physick,  M.  D. 

VISITING  PHYSICIANS. 
Caspar  Morris,  M.  D.  Thos.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.  D. 

(In  place  of  J.  Rhea  Barton,  M,  D.,  absent  in  Europe.) 

MANAGERS. 

Benj.  W.  Richards,  Alex'r  Symington. 

C.  D.  Meigs,  M.  D.,  Isaac  S.  Loyd, 

John  U.  Fraley,  George  Pepper, 

Richard  Price,  Edward  Penington, 

Abraham  Miller,  Wm.  Drayton, 

George  Handy,  John  K.  Kane. 

Adjourned. 

Wm.  Drayton,  President 

Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  Secretary. 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


In  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Charter,  the  Board 
of  Managers  submit  to  the  Contributors,  their  Fourth 
Annual  Report. 

They  are  happy  in  giving  assurance  of  the  continued 
success  of  this  charitable  enterprise.  The  pupils  continue 
to  make  the  most  satisfactory  progress  in  the  Literary 
branches,  in  Music  and  in  the  Handicrafts.  Their  health 
and  morals  have  been  carefully  attended  to  ;  their  happiness 
advances  with  their  mental  cultivation  and  useful  employ- 
ment ;  and  we  shall,  without  doubt,  be  able  to  restore  to 
their  parents  and  society,  these  formerly  helpless  children 
with  the  means  of  self-support  and  intellectual  enjoyment 
throughout  their  lives. 

The  Branches  of  Instruction  continue  the  same  as  those 
mentioned  in  the  last  Report.  They  embrace  all  parts  of  a 
useful  English  Education.  The  German  language  which  is 
spoken  in  the  School — and  Music,  both  vocal  and  on  all 
instruments.  To  the  numerous  manufactures  befoie  enum- 
erated, that  of  bristle  brushes  of  various  kinds  has  been 
added. 
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Our  worthy  Principal,  Julius  R.  Friedlander,  having 
much  impaired  his  health  by  unremitted  exertions  in  the 
instruction  of  his  Pupils,  has  been  this  winter  obliged  to 
visit  a  warmer  climate,  (the  West  Indies)  from  which  we 
hope  he  will  return  in  the  spring,  with  renewed  strength, 
to  the  scene  of  his  former  usefulness.  His  place  has  been 
for  the  time  supplied  by  Mr.  Stout,  the  Assistant  Instructor, 
and  Mr.  PENNiMaN,  a  Teacher  from  the  Boston  Institution, 
under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  Board. 

In  October  last  we  removed  to  our  New  Building,  in 
Race  Street.  We  find  it  in  all  respects  commodious  and 
comfortable.  It  is  well  built  and  of  the  best  materials,  and 
will  accommodate  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  pupils.  Our 
estimates  of  its  cost  were  unavoidably  exceeded.  We  have 
expended,  in  the  building,  $27,396.33,  and  our  lot  cost 
$17,500.  These  sums  were  more  than  the  whole  amount 
in  our  Treasury,  and  we  have  been  obliged  to  resort  to  a 
loan  of  $10,000  to  meet  the  deficiency;  and  there  are  out- 
standing debts  against  the  building  for  about  $8,000  more. 

We  trust  to  the  public  liberality,  that  this  debt  will  not  be 
long  permitted  to  exist. 

Independently  of  our  Building,  the  sums  spent  during 
the  last  year,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Treasurer's  accounts, 
were  $6,366.75.  The  amount  received  from  all  sources, 
$28,097.01,  of  which  $3,652.85  was  from  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  Instruction  of  Twenty  Pupils.  The  amount 
in  our  Treasury  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  $436.07. 
The  total  of  cur  present  debts  may  be  estimated  at  Twenty 
Thousand  Dollars.  Since  the  first  of  January,  1836,  four- 
teen Pupils  have  been  admitted  and  none  discharged.  The 
whole  number,  at  present,  is  Thirty-three,  of  whom  26  are 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  entitled  to  the  support  of  the  State 
— 3  from  Delaware,  and  2  from  New  Jersey,  and  supported 
by  these  States.  One  Pay  Pupil  from  Virginia  and  one  from 
Maryland. 

In  January  last,  a  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Coleman,  Richards,  and  J.  U.  Fraley, 
visited  Harrisburg  with  nine  of  the  pupils,  and  had  several 
opportunities  of  exhibiting  their  skill  in  the  various  branches 


taught  in  the  Institution,  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  and 
Members  of  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature.  The  satisfac- 
tion and  interest  expressed  on  these  occasions  has  been 
highly  gratifying,  and  were  evinced  still  more  decidedly  by  a 
Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Institution,  which  was  introduced* 
and  carried  through  the  Lower  House,  and  which  we  have 
every  reason  to  hope  will  be  agreed  to  by  the  Senate.  At 
Lancaster,  also,  to  the  Inhabitants  of  which  City  the  Insti- 
tution owes  a  great  obligation,  two  Exhibitions  were  made 
by  the  pupils,  and  called  forth  fresh  evidence  of  the  Interest 
and  Liberality  which  has  ever  been  shown  there  in  the 
cause  of  the  Blind. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  our  worthy  Principal, 
Mr.  Friedlander,  which  give  us  the  satisfactory  intelli- 
gence that  his  health  has  been  much  benefited  by  his  visit 
to  the  West  Indies,  and  confirm  our  hope  that  he  will,  in  a 
short  time,  return  to  us  with  the  ability  to  continue  his  im- 
portant and  benevolent  occupations.  Deprived  of  his  vigi- 
lant and  affectionate  care,  we  trust  that  neither  the  discipline 
of  the  Institution — the  progress  of  improvement — nor  the 
harmony  or  happiness  of  the  pupils  will  be  found,  on  his 
return,  to  have  been  impaired  by  his  absence.  No  printing 
has  been  executed  in  the  Institution  during  the  past  year, 
as  the  funds  have  been  diverted  to  other  objects — but  a 
supply  of  books,  printed  in  the  Boston  Institution,  has  been 
forwarded  by  Dr.  Howe,  to  whom  the  Board  of  Managers 
would  return  their  grateful  acknowledgments. 

Until  we  shall  be  able  to  collect  a  much  larger  number  of 
Pupils,  our  expenses  will,  it  is  probable,  still  exceed  our 
income,  even  after  the  heavy  debts  we  have  already  incurred 
shall  be  paid.  It  is  therefore  very  important  to  add  to  our 
list  of  annual  contributors,  and  we  earnestly  solicit  the 
subscriptions  of  the  benevolent  in  this  form,  while  at  the 
same  time  we  renew  our  appeal  for  present  relief  from  the 
incumbrance  we  labour  under  as  stated  above.  We  turn 
with  confidence  to  the  result  of  the  efforts  now  making  by 
the  Ladies  of  our  city  in  their  preparations  for  a  Fancy 
Fair  ;  and  should  their  receipts  bear  a  comparison  with 
the  sums  collected  in  a  sister  city  for  the  Blind  School 


there  established,  they  will  go  far  towards  removing  our 
present  difficulties. 

We  would  again  remind  the  possessors  of  Musical  Instru- 
ments, not  in  use  by  them,  that  a  donation  of  them  would 
be  very  acceptable  to  us,  as  our  means  do  not  at  present 
permit  us  sufficiently  to  supply  our  pupils  with  them. 

An  Organ  has  been  purchased,  but  is  not  yet  paid  for. 
Its  cost  will  be  $650,  of  which  about  one-fourth  has  been 
contributed.  Those  disposed  to  subscribe  towards  this 
object,  may  intimate  their  intention  to  any  of  the  Managers. 

The  Lot  in  the  rear  of  our  Building,  conditionally  granted 
for  our  use  by  our  esteemed  fellow-citizen  Isaac  S.  Loyd, 
we  still  have  the  use  of,  and  have  all  our  out  buildings 
erected  on  the  same. 

The  Board,  in  concluding  their  Annual  Report,  would 
notice  that,  during  the  past  year  Providence  has  removed 
from  among  us  two  most  worthy  men,  Managers  of  the 
Board  from  the  foundation  of  the  Institution — The  Right 
Rev'd  Bishop  White  and  Robert  Maxwell,  Esq., — the 
former,  President,  of  our  Board — the  latter,  a  most  active 
and  zealous  co-operator  in  all  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Institution. 

The  Treasurer's  accounts  are  submitted  herewith. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

John  Vaughan,  President. 

Davis  B.  Stacey,  Rec.  Sec'y. 


LIST  OF  PUPILS  IN  THE 

Pennsylvania  Institution  for   the    Instruction 
of  the  Blind,  March  6,   1837. 


26  FROM  PENNSYLVANIA.   7  FROM  OTHER  STATES. 


NAMES. 

PLACE. 

ADMITTED. 

Abraham  Marsh, 

Philadelphia, 

March 

25. 

1833. 

Theodore  Myers, 

(< 

<( 

25. 

«< 

William  Graham, 

Moyamensing, 

April 

29, 

n 

William  Hatz, 

Lancaster, 

June 

3- 

«< 

Richard  Guyn, 

Bucks  County, 

April 

12, 

1834. 

Eli  Wieland, 

Lancaster, 

June 

24, 

<  < 

Philip  Fetterow, 

York  County, 

Sept. 

12, 

<< 

Joseph  Ramsey, 

Philadelphia  County, 

Nov. 

15. 

(< 

John  Dice, 

York  County, 

Feb. 

25, 

1836. 

Sarah  Marsh, 

Philadelphia, 

March 

25, 

1833. 

Mary  Ann  Mallet, 

<  < 

April 

29. 

<( 

Mary  E.  Nunewiler, 

<  f 

May 

12, 

1834. 

Hannah  Gilham, 

Franklin  County, 

<< 

16, 

<< 

Hannah  Norborough, 

Chester  County, 

Sept. 

6, 

<< 

Maria  Lightfoot, 

<  <            (i 

Nov. 

7, 

«< 

Eliza  Solomon, 

Bucks  County, 

May 

12, 

(< 

Mary  V.  Roberts, 

Roxbury,  Philadelphia  Co 

.,Nov. 

28, 

<< 

Rachel  Laird, 

Centre  County, 

May 

10, 

1836. 

Jonathan  Dyer, 

Bucks  County, 

April 

23. 

«( 

Nicholas  Thompson, 

Montgomery  County 

Sept, 

6, 

<< 

James  Stinson, 

Bedford  County, 

Samuel  Pyle, 

Philadelphia, 

Nov. 

1, 

<< 

Lydia  Marsh, 

Philadelphia, 

« 1 

18, 

•  < 

Came 

to  the  Institution  January  10,  1837. 

Margaret  Erwin, 

Philadelphia  County, 

Jan. 

16, 

1837. 

Came  to  the  Institution  January  26,  1837. 

Elizabeth  Adolph, 

Philadelphia,  N.  L. 

<  1 

20, 

< « 

Came 

to  the  Institution  March  7,  1837. 

John  Burrhus, 

Philadelphia,  Southwark, 

Feb. 

1, 

«< 

Beniah  Parvin, 

Newcastle,  Del. 

July 

16, 

1833. 

Jewett  H.  Gray, 

Virginia, 

March 

24, 

1834. 

M.  E.  Wiley, 

Baltimore, 

Sept. 

18, 

1835. 

Eliza  A.  Howell, 

New  Jersey, 

May 

10, 

1836. 

Wm.  H.  Churchman, 

Delaware, 

Sept. 

2, 

1836. 

James  Buchanan, 

<  < 

Nov. 

12, 

(« 

Matilda  Hankins, 

New  Jersey, 

<« 

23. 

(i 

Q 


The  Pennsylvania  Institution   for  the   Instruction   of  the 
Blind,  in  account  with  Frederick  Fraley,  Treasurer. 

1837  Dr. 

Feb.  28.  To  Cash  paid  from  March  1,    1836,  to  this  day, 

for  the  completion  of  the  Building,  .         .         $15,023  25 
To  Cash  paid  from  March    1,    1836,  to  this  day, 
for  House  Rent,  Board  of  Teachers  and  Pupils, 
Salaries  of  Teachers,  Fuel,  Printing  and  Inci- 
dental Expenses, 6,366  75 

To  Cash  paid  Notes  to   Bank   of  Pennsylvania, 

for  amount  borrowed  temporarily,  .         .      6,000  00 


To  Balance  due  the  Institution, 


,$27,390  00 
707  01 

$28,097  01 


1836  Contra,  Cr. 

March  1.  By  Balance  in  the  Treasury,        ....       $436  07 

1837 
Feb.    28.  By  Cash  received  for  Donations  to  the  Building 
Fund,  and  Interest  on  a  portion   of  the  said 
fund,  lent  temporarily,  ....      2,293  52 

By  Cash  for  temporary  Loans  repaid,         .         .      4,600  00 
By  Cash  for  Annual  Contributions,     .         .         .         567  69 
By  Cash  for  Interest  on  $5,937.40,  invested  in 

Penn'a.  State  Loans,  at  5  per  cent.         .         .         296  88 
By  Cash  borrowed  temporarily  of  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania, .......      6,000  00 

By  Cash  from  Jewett  H.  Gray,  a  pay  Pupil,         .         160  00- 
By  Cash  borrowed  from    John    Bohlen,    Esq., 
Trustee,  on   Bond  and   Mortgage,  at  6  per 
cent,  per  annum,  .....    10,000  00 

By  Cash   from   the   State  of  Pennsylvania   for 

Board  and  Tuition  of  Indigent  Pupils,  .      3,652  85 

By  Cash  for  difference  between  the  collections 
and  expenses  of  the  Committee  sent  to  Har- 
risburgh,  &c.  ......  90  00 


$28,097  01 


Errors  excepted. 
Philad'a,  Feb.  28,  1837. 
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F.  Fraley,  Treasurer. 


t 


Building  Fund. 

Whole  amount  received  for  Subscriptions,  Do- 
nations and  Interest,      .....  $38,618  99 

Whole  amount  paid  for  Lot  of  Ground  and  on 

account  of  the  Building,  ....    44,896  33 


Investments. 

Two  Certificates  of  Pennsylvania  Five  Per  Cent 

Loan $5,937  48 


Debts  Due  by  the  Institution. 

Bond  secured  by    Mortgage  on    the    Lot    and 

Building,  , $10,000  00 

Estimated  Amount  required  to  complete  the 
Building,  and  to  pay  Balances  due  to  the 
Contractors,    .......    10,000  00 


$20,000  00 
Philad'a,  Feb.  28,  1837. 

F.  Fraley,  Treasurer^ 
Examined,  and  found  correct. 


John  A.  Brown,  )  ~         .  r  T7. 

B.  W.  Richards,  j  Committee  of  Fin 


ance. 
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AT   THE 


FIFTH    ANNUAL    MEETING 


OF 


THE    CONTRIBUTORS 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  contributors  to  the 
"Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the 
Blind,"  held  March  5th,  1838,  Mr.  Timothy  Abbott  was 
called  to  the  Chair,  and  Joseph  Sill  appointed  Secretary. 

The  meeting  being  organised,  Mr.  Jacob  Snider,  Jr. , 
Recording  Secretary,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers, submitted  their  report  for  the  past  year,  which  was 
read,  and,  on  motion,  adopted. 

The  Treasurer's  accounts  were  then  read  and  ac- 
cepted. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  Frederic  Fra- 
ley,  Esq.  Treasurer,  read,  and  his  resignation  accepted: 


"Philadelphia,  Feb.  28th,  1838. 

To  the   Contributors  to  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Instructio7i  of  the  Blind. 

"  Finding  that  the  claims  of  an  extended  business,  and 
the  discharge  of  public  duties,  do  not  leave  sufficient  time 
at  my  disposal  to  give  proper  attention  to  the  affairs  of 
our  Institution,  on  their  present  enlarged  scale,  I  am 
reluctantly  compelled  to  decline  being  a  candidate  for 
re-election  as  Treasurer. 

"  My  warmest  sympathies,  however,  will  continue  for 
the  establishment,  and  the  interesting  objects  of  its  care, 
and  my  heart  will  cleave  to  the  wish  that,  at  some  future 
day,  I  may  again  be  associated  in  its  management. 

'  'Ardently  desiring  that  the  endowment  it  has  already 
received  may  be  enlarged  for  the  most  liberal  edu- 
cation of  its  pupils,  and  sincerely  wishing  it  all  pros- 
perity, 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

F.   FRALEY,   Treasurer." 


It  was  moved  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Waterman,  that  a  com- 
mittee of  three  be  appointed  to  attend  to  that  part  of  the 
report  relative  to  Mr.  Friedlander.  Whereupon,  A.  G. 
Waterman,  James  Taylor  and  Jacob  Lex,  Esqrs. ,  were 
appointed  a  committee. 

Frederic  Brown  and  Alexander  Ferguson,  Esqrs., 
were  then  regularly  nominated  and  appointed  Tellers, 
and  the  meeting  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  of 
the  Institution. 

The  committee  who  had  retired,  returned  and  pre- 
sented the  following  report  and  resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted  : 


"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  as  relates  to  the  Princi- 
pal of  the  Institution,  begs  leave  to  report,  that,  whereas 
the  report  of  the  Managers  which  has  just  been  read,  is 
highly  satisfactory  to  the  contributors  to  the  ' (  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Blind,"  and  evincing  a  praise- 
worthy and  proper  management  of  the  trust  confided  to 
them — and  this  meeting  regarding  the  signal  success  of 
the  Institution  as  due  also,  in  great  part,  to  the  judicious 
and  faithful  exertions  of  Julius  R.  Friedlander,  cordially 
concurs  in  the  sentiments  of  respect  and  sympathy 
expressed  for  him  by  the  Board  of  Managers  in  their 
report. ' '     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Managers  be  requested  to  present 
to  Julius  R.  Friedlander,  a  piece  of  plate,  bearing  a  suit- 
able inscription,  as  a  mark  of  respect  and  esteem,  and  as 
evidence  of  our  appreciation  of  his  benevolent  exertions 
and  untiring  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  Blind. 

And  whereas,  it  also  appears  from  the  report  of  the 
Managers,  that  the  Principal  did,  in  the  infancy  of  the 
institution,  cheerfully  consent  that  his  services  should 
be  compensated — not  according  to  their  acknowledged 
value — but  our  limited  means  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  cause  an  order 
to  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer,  for  the  sum  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  liberal  con- 
duct. 

A.  G.  WATERMAN, 
JAMES  TAYLOR, 
JACOB  LEX, 


The  Tellers  then  reported  the  following  gentlemen  to 
be  duly  elected  : 


6 
OFFICERS 


Nathan  Dunn, 
John  A.  Brown, 


OF   THE 

PENNSYLVANIA    INSTITUTION    FOR   THE    INSTRUC- 
TION  OF  THE   BLIND, 

FOR    1838. 
PRESIDENT. 

JOHN  VAUGHAN. 

VICE   PRESIDENTS. 

Edward  Coleman, 
Benj.  W.  Richards. 

TREASURER. 

William  Ashbridge. 

CORRESPONDING   SECRETARY. 

J.  Francis  Fisher. 

RECORDING   SECRETARY. 

Jacob  Snider,  Jr. 

CONSULTING   PHYSICIAN. 

Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.  D. 

VISITING    PHYSICIANS. 

Casper  Morris,  M.  D.  |  Thos.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.  D. 


MANAGERS. 


Richard  Price, 
Isaac  S    Loyd, 
Jno.  U.   Fraley, 
Geo.    Handy, 
Alexander  Symington, 
Edward  Penington, 

T.  ABBOTT,  Chairman. 

Attest — Joseph  Sill,  Secretary. 


Wm.    Drayton, 
J.   K.    Kane, 
D.   B.   Stacey, 
R.   M.    Patterson, 
A.   G.   Waterman, 
C.   C.   Biddle. 


FIFTH  ANNUAL   REPORT 


TO   THE 


CONTRIBUTORS 


TO    THE 


PENNSYLVANIA   INSTITUTION 

FOR 

THE    INSTRUCTION    OF   THE    BLIND. 


In  conformity  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Charter,  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  Institution  present  the  follow- 
ing, their  Fifth  Annual  Report. 

The  whole  number  of  Pupils  in  the  Institution  is  50, 
—39  of  whom,  being  Pennsylvanians,  are  entitled  to  the 
appropriation  for  their  education  made  by  the  Legisla- 
ture. 4  are  from  New-Jersey,  3  from  Delaware,  2  from 
Maryland,  1  from  Virginia,  and  1  from  South  Carolina. 
18  have  been  admitted  since  February  14,  1837.  Of 
these,  15  are  from  this  state,  2  from  New-Jersey,  and  1 
from  Maryland. 

A  list  of  their  names,  places  of  residence,  and  dates  of 
admission,  is  hereunto  appended. 

The  Treasurer's  accounts  for  the  past  year  are  also  an- 
nexed ;  from  which  information  may  be  obtained  of  the 
state  of  the  funds  of  the  Institution. 

The  branches  now  taught  are  various,  viz  :  Reading, 
Writing,  English  Grammar,  the  German  Language, 
Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Geography,  Natural 
Philosophy,  and  History.     And,  although  as  yet  but  a 


small  part ,  of  the  peculiar  apparatus  necessary  for  the 
full  instruction  of  the  Blind  has  been  procured,  the  pro- 
gress of  the  pupils  is  most  encouraging  ;  especially  when 
the  mental  and  physical  condition  at  the  time  of  their  ad- 
mission, and  the  shortness  of  the  period  since  the  first 
establishment  of  the  Institution,  are  considered.  In  the 
arrangement  of  the  classes,  regard  is  paid  to  difference 
of  ability  ;  of  course,  as  in  all  seminaries,  the  progress 
made  has  not  been  in  all  cases  equally  rapid.  Some  have 
been  retarded  by  the  want  of  appropriate  apparatus. 

In  music  great  proficiency  has  been  shown  at  the  con- 
certs and  monthly  examinations.  Instruction  is  given 
on  most  of  the*  Instruments  used  in  an  orchestra,  and 
the  expectation  is  cherished,  that  in  a  few  years  the  In- 
stitution will  furnish  competent  organists  for  churches. 

The  principal  articles  produced  by  the  labour  of  the 
pupils  are  shoes,  brushes,  baskets,  mats  and  mattrasses. 

Turning  has  been  introduced,  and  with  promise  of 
success. 

The  female  pupils,  twenty  in  number,  have  been  occu- 
pied in  a  variety  of  Fancy  Handicraft.  Great  attention 
is  bestowed  upon  them  to  furnish  them  with  a  sufficient 
knowledge  of  household  employment  ;  and  all  the  bed 
and  other  linen  used  in  the  establishment  testifies  to  their 
usefulness  and  industry  in  this  department.  It  is  design- 
ed, as  soon  as  possible,  by  the  introduction  of  Tailoring, 
to  render  them  still  more  serviceable  to  the  Institution. 
Great  care  has  been  taken  of  the  moral  department  of  the 
pupils  by  our  excellent  Principal,  whose  able  and  devoted 
exertions  in  the  behalf  of  the  Blind,  crowned,  as  such  exer- 
tions always  must  be,   with  signal  success,   the   Board 

*The  Instruments  at  present  in  use  in  the  Institution  are,  viz  : 
one  Organ,  six  Piano  Fortes,  one  Harpsichord,  three  Harps,  nine 
Violins,  two  Violoncelloes,  one  double  Bass  do.,  three  Flutes, 
one  Hautboy,  one  Bassoon,  three  French  Horns,  one  Trumpet, 
one  Trombone,  one  pair  Kettle  Drums. 


would  omit  no  opportunity  of  acknowledging.  The  idea 
of  a  school  for  this  helpless  class  was  no  sooner  formed, 
than  Mr.  Friedlander,  taking  charge  of  a  few  blind  child- 
ren, demonstrated,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  community, 
its  practicability  and  its  benefits.  So  speedy  and  decisive 
were  the  results  produced  by  him,  that  perhaps  no  bene- 
volent object,  ever  proposed  among  us,  so  quickly  com- 
manded the  active  sympathies  of  the  public. 

Liberal  contributions  were  instantly  made  by  indivi- 
duals ;  and  the  Legislature,  upon  witnessing  an  exhibition 
of  the  progress  made  by  Mr.  Friedlander' s  pupils,  instant- 
ly and  unanimously  extended  efficient  aid,  although  the 
time  was  one  of  general  commercial  embarrassment  and 
alarm.  And  now  that  the  Institution  has  taken  its  place 
among  the  liberally  endowed  establishments  of  our  state, 
the  steady  zeal  of  Mr.  Friedlander  has  in  no  wise  abated. 
His  health  has  already  suffered,  and  is  still  precarious  ; 
yet,  his  best  endeavours  are  given,  without  limit  or  re- 
straint, to  the  office  for  which  he  is  every  way  remarka- 
bly qualified. 

A  Printing  Press  has  recently  been  set  up  in  the  Insti- 
tution, and  in  addition  to  the  publication  of  text-books, 
and  the  supply  of  some  general  literature  for  the  Blind, 
the  plan  has  been  formed,  and  its  execution  commenced, 
of  issuing  a  Monthly  Magazine  of  a  few  pages,  to  which 
the  pupils  may  render  valuable  aid,  not  merely  in  the  me- 
chanical business  of  publication,  but  also  by  original  con- 
tributions. 

It  is  believed  that  this  periodical  may  be  rendered  a 
very  happy  and  effectual  mode  of  stimulating  the  dor- 
mant mental  faculties  of  the  blind.  Shut  out  from  all  the 
magnificent  sights  and  shows  of  the  material  world,  the 
daily  and  nightly  spectacle  of  the  heavens,  the  beautiful 
and  significant  appearances  that  pass  under  the  notice  of 
the  humblest  man  that  sees,  the  blind  need  every  aid  to 
supply  this  great  loss,  to  quicken  their  unconscious  ener- 


10 

gies  and  to  bring  them  into  active  and  improving  fellow- 
ship with  the  world  of  mind.  Give  them  the  power  of 
expressing  their  thoughts  and  the  means  of  communica- 
tion, and  they  are  endowed  with  all  but  a  new  sense. 
The  highest  spheres  of  activity  and  usefulness  are  thrown 
open  to  them,  and  they  are  made  to  feel  that  their  infir- 
mity does  not  necessarily  confine  them  for  ever  to  a  few 
humble  manual  occupations.  It  is  not  enough  that  they 
are  saved  from  being  burthens  to  society  ;  they  may  be 
inspired  with  the  ambition  of  being  numbered  among  its 
blessings  and  ornaments. 

There  have  been  blind  men  in  whom  uncommon  pow- 
ers of  mind  have  been  developed,  and  we  know  not  how 
many  "  a  gem  of  purest  ray  serene,"  may  be  buried  un- 
der the  miseries  of  blindness.  The  friends  of  this  unfor- 
tunate class  feel,  therefore,  that  no  pains  should  be 
spared,  not  only  to  qualify  them  for  mechanical  occupa- 
tions, but  to  awaken  in  them  whatever  noble  faculties  it 
may  have  pleased  the  Giver  of  all  good  to  bestow  on 
those  to  whom  the  gift  of  sight  is  denied.  In  the  mea- 
sures proposed  to  facilitate  the  art  of  reading  for  the 
blind,  to  furnish  them  with  books,  and  to  encourage  them 
to  attempt  original  compositions,  the  Board  have  felt  the 
greatest  interest  ;  and  they  are  anxious  to  attract  public 
attention*  to  this  novel  enterprise,  of  a  periodical  sup- 
ported principally  by  the  blind  and  designed  for  their  use. 
They  anticipate  from  it  the  happiest  results.  It  is  enti- 
tled the  "  Student's  Magazine."  "  It  will  contain,"  (we 
quote  from  Mr.  Friedlander's  Prospectus, )  '  'in  addition  to 
appropriate  selections  of  useful  reading,  particularly  for 
youth,  original  compositions  by  the  pupils  ;  embracing, 


*  The  benevolent,  who  are  interested  in  the  success  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Institution,  may  make  this  little  publication  a  happy 
means  of  extending  a  knowledge  of  its  benefits,  by  aiding  its  dis- 
semination. 
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among  other  subjects,  anecdotes  illustrative  of  their 
habits  and  modes  of  thinking. 

The  terms  of  subscription  will  be  Three  Dollars  per 
annum.  The  objects  proposed  are,  ist,  to  provide  the 
pupils  monthly  with  new  reading,  made  up  of  extracts 
from  such  works  as  would  be  perhaps  too  expensive,  or 
inexpedient  to  print  entire.  2d,  The  more  rapid  advance- 
ment of  the  pupils  in  composition,  from  a  public  exhibi- 
tion of  their  talents  in  this  way.  3d,  To  awaken  the  at- 
tention and  excite  the  interest  of  the  public,  in  behalf  of 
this  neglected  class  of  our  fellow  beings.  4th,  The  vast 
importance  of  bringing  to  the  homes  of  all  the  blind,  a 
great  means  of  education,  which,  from  their  inability  to 
enter  an  Institution,  or  the  want  of  a  work  like  this,  they 
could  never  command. 

Those  born  blind,  may,  by  the  aid  of  a  friend  or  rela- 
tion— though  not  without  much  labour  and  perseverance, 
obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  alphabet  ;  while  those  who 
have  lost  their  sight  at  a  mature  age,  will  soon  recognise 
and  be  able  to  retain  it  by  their  sense  of  touch." 

To  the  service  which  this  publication  may  render  to 
those  who,  from  age  or  other  circumstances,  may  be  un- 
able to  partake  of  the  full  benefits  of  our  Institution, 
touching  testimony  is  borne  by  the  following  letter,  re- 
ceived by  one  of  the  pupils  from  a  blind  lady  in  this  state, 
to  whom  a  copy  of  the  Magazine  had  been  sent,  and 
who,  we  venture  to  infer,  from  the  tone  of  her  letter, 
would  not  object  to  its  publication,  since  it  must  tend 
most  effectually  to  show  the  value  of  this  little  periodical. 

LETTER. 

Jan.  18th,  1838. 

"You  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  much"  surprised,  my 

dear  Miss  F ,  at  receiving  a  letter  from  one  wholly  a 

stranger  to  you,  though  I  have  talked  of  you,  till  in  my 
own  fancy,  we  are  quite  on  terms  of  intimacy.     When 
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informed  that  you  had  passed  through  our  village,  I  anx- 
iously awaited  your  return,  laid  all  my  plans  for  detain- 
ing you,  and  anticipated  the  pleasant  hours  we  should 
spend  together  ;  nothing  could  have  reconciled  me  to  the 
disappointment  but  the  knowledge  of  your  being  pleas- 
antly situated  where  you  are.  I  have  never  had  the 
melancholy  pleasure  of  meeting  with  any  female  friend 
in  my  own  situation,  and  never  with  any  one  deprived  of 
sight  from  childhood  ;  I  think  we  certainly  should  have 
some  feelings  in  common,  and  find  sympathy  that  we 
could  find  no  where  else.      Is  it  not  so  ? 

I  should  like  to  ask  you  an  hundred  questions.  How 
you  succeed  in  reading,  and  what  studies  you  are  most 
interested  in  ?  Do  you  take  music  lessons  ?  Every  thing 
relating  to  the  Institution  is  very  interesting  to  me;  and  I 
was  really  delighted  when  it  was  mentioned  to  me  some 
weeks  since,  that  there  was  an  expectation  of  issuing  a 
paper  from  among  you,  but  I  fear  the  attempt  has  failed. 
If  you  could,  without  inconvenience,  return  me  a  few 
lines  printed,  (for  it  would  greatly  add  to  the  pleasure  of 
receiving  them  if  I  should  be  able  to  read  them  myself, ) 
you  will  greatly  oblige  me. 

Feb.  i st.  P.  S.  "This  letter  was  written  as  dated, 
but  I  hesitated  to  send  it.  Until  within  three  days  the 
"  Student's  Magazine"  was  handed  to  me.  I  have  not 
learned  how  it  came  to  the  village  ;  it  was  lent  me  to 
read  ;  I  should  think  it  could  come  in  the  mail  without 
injury,  and  as  I  wish  to  subscribe  for  it,  I  send  the  en- 
closed note  to  Mr.  Friedlander  ;  and  you  who  have  many 
studies  to  interest  you,  can  never  imagine  how  anxiously 
I  shall  await  its  coming,  nor  the  delight  with  which  I 
welcome  it.  When  I  received  this  one,  I  felt  a  childish 
selfishness  and  wished  that  no  one  should  see  it  until  I 
had  learned  its  contents,  and  they  had  to  wait  a  while,  as 
I  was  not  much  accustomed  to  the  capital  letters  ;  but  I 
shall  have  another  long  letter,  if  I  do  not  haste  to  bid  you 
farewell. ' '  C . 
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Although  only  No.  2  of  the  Magazine  has  as  yet  been 
issued,  applications  for  it  have  been  received  from  distant 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  we  cannot  but  feel  that  the  know- 
ledge of  its  extended  circulation  must  have  the  most  ani- 
mating effect  upon  the  minds  of  the  pupils  and  the  blind 
every  where.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  Board 
submits  a  review  of  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  during 
the  past  year. 

In  April  last,  the  Institution  received  another  liberal 
mark  of  the  concern  of  the  Legislature  for  its  welfare  and 
success,  in  the  passage  of  an  act  exempting  it  from  taxa- 
tion and  making  a  donation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  aid 
the  completion  of  the  Buildings. 

In  the  same  month,  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board, 
the  result  of  a  "  Fair  for  the  Blind,"  held  in  this  city,  was 
communicated  in  the  following  report  from  the  Ladies' 
visiting  committee  of  the  Institution,  which  the  Board  of 
Managers  have  great  pleasure  in  laying  before  the  con- 
tributors. 

REPORT. 

1 '  The  Ladies'  Visiting  Committee,  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  2  2d  Decem- 
ber last,  '  Recommending  to  the  Ladies  associated  with 
them,  to  get  up  a  Fair  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Institu- 
tion,' respectfully  report, 

"That,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  so  expressed, 
they  proceeded  without  delay  to  solicit  the  assistance  of 
their  friends  in  Philadelphia,  and  elsewhere,  to  aid  the 
cause  of  the  Blind,  which  appeal  was  promptly  and  libe- 
rally met,  and  they  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that 
many  benevolent  individuals,  without  any  personal  soli- 
citation on  their  part,  rendered  gratuitous  and  valuable 
contributions,  in  money,  in  work,  and  in  materials,  to 
promote  the  objects  of  the  Fair.    It  was  held  at  the  Ma- 
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sonic  Hall  on  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  of  this  month,  and  has 
surpassed  their  most  sanguine  expectations  in  realising  a 
clear  profit  of  upwards  of  $9,000,  viz  : 

Mrs.  Read's  Table,     -  $2,300 

Mrs.  E.  Coleman's  do.    -  1,800 

Taken  at  the  door,      -  1,450 

Mrs.  Price's  Table,  -  1,000 

Mrs.  Brown's        do.  -         -         -  974  50 

Mrs.  Penington's  do.        -  -  -        700 

Mrs.  Richards'     do.  -  600 

Mrs.  Handy' s       do.       -  -  -         500 

Mrs.  Meigs'  do.  from  sales  of  arti- 

cles manufactured  by  the  Blind,       265 
From  a  Picture  purchased  and  present- 
ed to  the  Institution,  by  Mrs.  Stott,     50 

Total,       -----         $9,639  50 

1 ' The  Ladies'  Committee  cannot  permit  the  present  op- 
portunity to  pass,  without  expressing  their  great  obliga- 
tions to  those  not  belonging  to  their  number,  who  kindly 
undertook  the  responsibility  of  furnishing  tables. 

"  To  Mrs.  G.  C.  Read,  they  owe  peculiar  acknowledg- 
ments, for  having,  although  entirely  unconnected  with 
the  Institution,  by  her  unwearied  endeavours,  and  exten- 
sive influence,  furnished  a  table,  which  realised  a  much 
larger  profit  than  any  other. 

' '  They  are  also  greatly  indebted  to  Mrs.  G.  Handy,  for 
her  charge  of  the  refreshment  table,  for  which  she  pro- 
vided a  rich  display  of  beautiful  confectionary,  &c. , 
which,  by  her  careful  superintendence,  yielded  a  large 
profit.  To  the  many  kind  friends  who  assisted  in  the 
arduous  duties  of  attending  to  the  sales,  they  must  also 
proffer  their  warmest  thanks.  And,  although  among  so 
many  munificent  donors,  it  is  difficult  to  individualize, 
they  cannot  suffer  the  very  beautiful  and  liberal  contri- 
butions of  Mr.  Sully  to  pass  unnoticed,  whose  fine  paint- 
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ings,  whilst  materially  adding  to  the  beauty  of  the  show, 
greatly  enhanced  the  profits  of  the  Fair. 

"  To  the  ladies  of  Lancaster  they  must  also  tender  their 
cordial  acknowledgments,  for  their  varied  and  valuable 
contributions;  the  sales  of  which  alone,  amounted  to  near 
$400.  In  conclusion,  the  Ladies'  Committee  offer  their 
sincere  congratulations  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  upon 
the  entire  success  of  their  'recommendation,'  and  their 
heartfelt  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Institution,  in 
which  all  feel  so  deep  an  interest. 

ANNE  C.   COLEMAN, 
MARY   MEIGS, 
GRACE  BROWN, 
S.   A.   RICHARDS, 
LYDIA  W.   PRICE, 
ELIZABETH  L.  PENINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  Api'il  ijfh,  1837." 

It  may  be  added,  that  the  receipts  proved  to  be 
$9,661  75,  and  the  expenses  incurred  amounted  to 
$621  76,  leaving  to  the  Institution  the  net  receipts  of 
$9,039  99,  which,  with  the  liberal  donation  from  the 
state,  enabled  the  Managers  to  complete  the  main  build- 
ing, to  make  considerable  additions  to  the  furniture  of  the 
house,  and  also  erect  a  two  story  brick  building  for  work- 
shops, 14  feet  wide  by  140  feet  in  length. 

It  will  readily  be  supposed  that  the  Board  were  not 
forgetful  of  the  acknowledgments  which  it  became  them 
to  make,  to  all  who  in  any  way  contributed  to  the 
''Fair  for  the  Blind." 

In  June  last,  the  Institution  became,  by  the  death  of 
one  who  had  always  shown  the  warmest  interest  in  its 
welfare,  residuary  legatee  to  his  ample  estate  ;  the  prin- 
cipal portion  of  which  comes  into  the  possession  of  the 
Institution,  trammelled  by  no  conditions  or  limitations. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  private  views  and  convic- 
tions of  the  testator,  he  has  proposed  no  individual  opi- 
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nions  of  his  own  to  control  the  administration  of  this  be- 
quest. He  has  bestowed  it  unconditionally  upon  the  "In- 
stitution for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind."  The  Board 
appreciates  the  generous  confidence  evinced  in  them,  by 
the  manner  of  the  bequest,  scarcely  less  than  the  munifi- 
cence of  the  gift  itself,  and  trusts  that  they  and  their  suc- 
cessors, in  all  time,  will  be  sacredly  impressed  by  the  sim- 
ple and  liberal  spirit,  of  which  their  late  friend  and  coadju- 
tor, William  Young  Birch,  has  left  an  impressive  ex- 
ample. 

The  Managers  caused  an  appropriate  tablet,  of  Italian 
marble,  to  be  erected  in  the  principal  room  of  the  Insti- 
tution, bearing  on  it  a  likeness  of  -Mr.  Birch,  in  Bas-re- 
lief, and  the  following  inscription  : 

IN 
GRATEFUL    REMEMBRANCE    OF 

WILLIAM    YOUNG    BIRCH: 

BORN   IN   MANCHESTER,    ENGLAND, 

NOVEMBER   9,   1764, 

DIED     IN     PHILADELPHIA, 

JUNE    2,    1837, 

ONE   OF   THE   VICE-PRESIDENTS    OF    THIS 

INSTITUTION    FROM    ITS    FOUNDATION. 

IN    HIS    LIFE    HE    WAS    DISTINGUISHED 

BY    INDUSTRY, 

INTEGRITY,  AND   UNOSTENTATIOUS    CHARITY, 

AT   HIS    DEATH    HE   ENDOWED 

THIS   INSTITUTION 

WITH   THE   GREATEST   PART 

OF    HIS   WELL   EARNED   WEALTH. 

They  have  also  purchased  a  lot  at  the  Laurel  Hill  Ce- 
metery to  which  they  have  caused  the  remains  of  Mr. 
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Birch  to  be  removed,  and  purpose  to  erect  over  the  same 
a  suitable  monument.  It  is  contemplated  to  use  these 
grounds  as  a  burial  place  for  any  indigent  pupils  who 
may  happen  to  die  within  the  Institution.  Happily  no 
event  of  this  kind  has  occurred.  The  fact,  that  the  health 
of  several  of  the  pupils  has  not  recently  been  so  good  as 
at  previous  periods,  has  called  the  attention  of  the  Board 
to  the  subject  of  erecting  an  infirmary  for  the  sick,  and  we 
hope  soon  to  have  a  building  erected,  contiguous  to  the 
main  building,  that  the  sick  may  not  be  disturbed  by  the 
noise  incident  to  an  Institution  for  the  Blind,  where  oral 
instruction  and  the  practising  of  music  on  various  instru- 
ments are  constantly  going  on. 

A  more  minute  account  of  the  state  of  instruction  and 
the  general  affairs  of  the  Institution  may  be  gathered  from 
the  several  extracts  from  the  reports  made  by  the  various 
Committees  of  the  Board  in  November  last. 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Instruction. 

"Having  been  directed  to  prepare  a  Report  of  the 
state  of  the  school,  they  requested  Mr.  Friedlander  to 
furnish  them  with  a  particular  statement  of  the  branches 
taught,  and  the  progress  made  by  the  pupils  in  each. 

"The  Committee  have  since  attended  private  exami- 
nations of  the  pupils,  and  are  happy  to  confirm  the  satis- 
factory account  given  in  the  report  of  the  Principal. 
They  examined  the  classes  in  spelling,  reading,  writing, 
English  grammar,  and  geometry,  &c. ,  and  consider  the 
progress  made  in  each  quite  as  great  as  could  reasonably 
have  been  hoped  for. 

"Our  Teachers  have  the  disadvantage  of  instructing 
in  spelling  without  spelling  Books,  reading  in  a  few  co- 
pies of  parts  of  the  Bible  in  different  types  (for  the  Bos- 
ton volumes  are  used  in  the  school)  and  Geometry  with- 
out raised  diagrams. 
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"  When  our  Printing  Press  is  established,  and  the  im- 
proved letters  used,  we  anticipate  rapid  progress,  and 
hope  that  an  adequate  appropriation  per  annum,  for  the 
expense  of  printing,  will,  in  a  short  time,  furnish  all  the 
books  we  may  desire. 

1 '  It  may  be  stated,  that  the  new  form  of  letters,  designed 
by  the  Principal  and  approved  of  by  this  Committee,  has 
the  advantage  of  great  distinctness  and  compressibility, 
and  so  nearly  resembles  the  type  used  in  some  of  the 
British  Institutions,  that  we  shall  be  able  to  make  an  in- 
terchange of  volumes,  much  to  the  advantage  of  all 
parties."* 

"  The  Committee  examined,  with  great  gratification, 
several  specimens  of  the  compositionf  of  the  pupils,  in 

*We  gather  from  several  European  publications,  that  the  efforts 
made  at  Philadelphia  and  Boston,  to  establish  a  system  of  Printing 
for  the  Blind,  have  been  a  means  of  stimulating  the  benevolent  in 
England  and  Scotland  to  do  likewise. 

In  an  address  by  Mr.  Alston,  at  the  Ninth  Annual  Examination  of 
the  pupils,  at  the  Glasgow  Institution,  October  25th,  1836,  allusion 
is  made  to  the  first  book  for  the  Blind,  published  in  America,  the 
Gospel  of  Mark,  printed  at  our  Institution,  in  the  following  words: 
' '  If  in  Philadelphia  two  gentlemen  could  come  forward , "  ( Nathan 
Dunn,  and  Edward  Coleman,  Esqs.,  Managers  of  the  Institution, ) 
"and  undertake  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  outfit  for  printing  for 
the  Blind,  in  that  city;  and  if  the  ladies  in  Boston  could  imitate  the 
example  there,  surely  in  a  city  so  distinguished  for  its  munificent 
contributions  for  the  erection  of  schools  and  churches,  and  for  the 
support  of  its  benevolent  institutions,  such  an  undertaking  as  this, 
will  not  be  allowed  to  languish  for  want  of  money." 

Since  the  foregoing  appeal  was  made,  in  Glasgow,  the  Institution 
there  has  commenced  the  printing  of  books  with  a  letter  similar  to 
our  present  forms— the  same  as  the  Capitals  of  our  first  book — 
' '  The  Gospel  according  to  Mark. ' '  Great  benefits  must  accrue  to 
the  Blind,  from  this  uniformity  in  the  style  of  printing. 

fSpecimens  are  appended  to  this  Report;  but  particular  reference 
is  requested  to  those  published  in  the  "  Students  Magazine,"  issued 
monthly  from  the  Institution,  in  raised  characters  for  the  Blind,  at 
$3  00  per  annum;  a  specimen  of  which  type  is  also  in  this  Report. 
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Prose  and  Verse;  indicating  an  intellectual  improvement, 
and  a  command  of  language  which  they  had  not  antici- 
pated, and  rendering  it  an  object  of  the  highest  import- 
ance, to  establish  a  regular  system  of  reading  to  the  pu- 
pils. This,  and  the  selection  of  proper  books,  will  receive 
the  earliest  attention  of  the  Committee. 

"They  also  heard,  with  great  satisfaction,  the  overture 
of  '  Iphigenia,'  played  with  great  precision;  and  the  per- 
formances of  several  of  the  pupils  on  the  Piano,  and  dif- 
ferent instruments,  indicate  great  advancement  in  the 
practice  and  science  of  music,  and  give  us  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  assistant  teachers  will  soon  be  furnished  from 
among  our  own  scholars. 

1 '  During  the  last  year,  the  Institution  has  lost  the  valu- 
able services  of  Mr.  Schmitz,  under  whose  care  the  pu- 
pils had  made  the  most  satisfactory  advancement. 

"  The  Committee  have  every  reason,  so  far,  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  new  instructor  in  music,  Mr.  F.  Rasche. 

"  They  would  remark,  that  the  pupils  labour  under  the 
disadvantage  of  the  want  of  instruments,  of  good  quality, 
and  they  hope  the  appropriations  of  the  Board  may  ena- 
ble them  to  purchase  such  other  new  instruments,  as  the 
state  of  instruction  in  the  Institution  seems  to  render  in- 
dispensable. Since  the  new  workshops  have  been  occu- 
pied, great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  Handicrafts. 
The  brushes,  cords,  twine,  baskets,  mats,  shoes,  &c.  now 
made,  are  such  as  to  promise  to  the  Institution  a  conside- 
rable revenue  from  this  source.  Want  of  space  has  pre- 
vented the  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  mattrasses, 
which  has  proved  the  most  profitable  work  done  in  other 
Institutions.  If  the  Infirmary,  recommended  some  time 
since  by  the  visiting  physicians,  be  erected,  it  might 
answer  for  this  purpose,  as  the  room  could  immediately 
be  vacated,  in  case  of  sickness  in  the  Institution. 

"In  conclusion,  the  Committee  would  speak  in  the  high- 
est terms  of  the  system  of  instruction,  and  of  the  good 
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discipline,    order  and  contentment,    which   pervades    in 
the  school." 

J.  FRANCIS  FISHER,  \ 

J.  K.  KANE,  I 

C.  D.  MEIGS,  M.  D.  )  Com.  on  Instruction. 

CASPAR  MORRIS,  M.  D.  I 

JACOB  SNIDER,  Jr.  / 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  House. 

"The  several  Buildings  occupied  by  the  Institution  are 
in  good  order,  and  no  further  expenditure  will  be  required 
upon  them,  for  a  long  time,  except  some  small  outlays  for 
repairs,  which  will  be  embraced  in  the  estimate  of  the 
current  expenses,  unless  the  Board  should  determine  upon 
the  erection  of  an  infirmary,  which  subject  has  been  re- 
ferred, at  a  previous  meeting,  to  a  special  committee.  In 
all  other  particulars  the  accommodations  of  the  establish- 
ment are  quite  equal  to  the  wants  of  the  family,  which 
consists  at  this  time  of  28  male  and  19  female  pupils,*  the 
Principal,  two  teachers,  the  teacher  of  handicrafts,  one 
assistant,  the  janitor  the  matron,  and  four  domestics,  in 
all  58  inmates.  The  contract  which  for  a  long  time  ex- 
isted between  Miss  Nicholes,  the  matron,  and  the  institu- 
tion, under  which  she  received  a  certain  sum  for  the 
board  of  the  different  members  of  the  family,  expired  on 
the  29th  day  of  August  last.  Since  then  the  subsistence 
of  the  house  has  been  in  the  charge  of  your  Committee, 
from  whom  the  Board  will  probably  expect  some  remarks 
in  relation  to  the  change  of  the  manner  of  supplying. 
This,  from  the  limited  experience  of  that  body,  it  would 
not  be  advisable  at  this  time  to  enlarge  upon  ;  only  re- 
marking that  there  is  but  little  reason  to  hope  for  any 
economical  advantage  from  the  new  method.  In  all 
other  respects  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  are  conducted 

*  Since  the  date  of  this  report,  the  number  of  pupils  has  aug- 
mented to  50. 
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as  they  were  previous  to  the  change,  under  the  unwearied 
and  attentive  superintendence  of  the  matron.  The  Com- 
mittee beg  leave  to  remark  to  the  Board  that,  according 
to  the  estimate  made,  there  will  be  required  for  the  sup- 
port, washing,  clothing,  &c.  of  the  pupils,  and  other  ex- 
penses for  the  maintenance  of  the  house,  the  annual  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars. ' ' 

EDWARD  PENINGTON, 

J.  U.  FRALEY, 

T.  S.  KIRKBRIDE,  M.  D.    }  Com.  on 

GEO.   HANDY, 

ALEX.  SYMINGTON, 

More  especially,  for  the  information  of  those  who  may 
desire  to  make  application  for  the  admission  of  pupils  into 
the  Institution,  is  appended  the  following 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Ad- 
missions. 

'  'All  things  relating  to  the  admission  of  pupils  have 
been  conducted  under  the  following  regulations,  viz. 
Upon  application  being  made  for  admission,  agreeably  to 
the  form  herewith  submitted,*  the  applicant  is  examined 
by  the  Committee,  where  their  presence  renders  it  prac- 
ticable, and  always  by  one  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Insti- 
tution; a  certificate  of  their  being  incurable  and  of  their 
fitness  for  admission  being  given  by  the  Physician,  the 
Committee  issue  an  order  to  the  Principal  as  per  form 
annexed,  (which  is  a  copy  of  the  replies  to  the  questions 
on  the  application. )  At  the  same  time  notice  thereof  is 
issued  to  the  Treasurer.  The  Committee  retains  the  ori- 
ginal application,  which  contains  the  Physician's  certi- 
ficate and  all  information  and  evidence  upon  which  the 

*  The  form  of  application  will  be  forwarded  to  applicants  by 
addressing  any  one  of  the  "  Committee  on  Admissions." 
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Committee  have  granted  admission.  A  digest  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  pupil,  from  these  documents,  is  made  into  a 
register  kept  by  the  committee.  The  Principal  does  like- 
wise from  the  order  for  admission,  and  thus  a  history  is 
retained  by  the  committee  of  each  pupil  prior  to  admis- 
sion, and  in  the  register  at  the  Institution,  at  the  date  of 
entrance  and  during  their  stay  there,  of  every  fact  of  in- 
terest relating  to  each  pupil." 


EDWARD  COLEMAN, 

No.  381  Arch  St. 

EDWARD  PENINGTON, 

No.  96  S.  Fourth  St. 

JACOB  SNIDER,  Jr. 
No.  32  Walnut  St. 


Committee  on 
Admission  and  Discharge. 


During  the  absence  last  winter  of  our  Principal,  whose 
impaired  health  required  a  milder  climate,  two  individu- 
als were  informally  admitted  into  the  Institution,  whose 
condition  excited  great  interest.  One,  a  female,  Marga- 
ret Irvin,  from  the  Philadelphia  Alms  House,  a  Blind 
idiot,  whose  case  proved  hopeless,  and  she  was  returned 
to  the  Alms  House  ;  every  effort  to  brighten  her  intellect 
having  been  fruitless. 

John  Burris,  (the  other  case  referred  to,)  was  found 
in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  in  circumstances  of  great  want 
and  wretchedness,  almost  a  Caspar  Hauser,  depending 
for  a  scanty  subsistence  upon  the  feeble  exertions  of  an 
aged  relative.  He  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  our  Institution,  who  admitted  him.  When  first 
admitted  he  could  not  stand  upright,  nor  walk  without 
assistance.  His  utterance  was  incoherent  and  unintelli- 
gible; and  he  appeared  to  understand  no  questions  save 
such  as  related  to  dates,  and  in  reply  to  these  he  could 
almost  instantly  name  the  day  of  the  week,  of  any  day  of 
the  year,  and  state  the  changes  of  the  moon  with  great 
precision.     But  beyond  this,  his  mind  seemed  to  wander 
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in  darkness.  "There  is  no  end  of  figures?  Is  there?" 
was  his  constant  exclamation,  and  answer  to  almost 
every  question  addressed  to  him.  His  case  seeming 
hopeless,  an  order  was  passed  for  his  dismissal ;  but  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Vaughan,  he  was  retained  until  the  return 
of  Mr.  Friedlander.  In  the  meanwhile  he  learned  the 
use  of  his  limbs,  and  could  walk  alone,  eat  without  assist- 
ance, and  utter  himself  more  coherently.  At  this  present 
time,  he  attends  to  reading,  grammar,  arithmetic  and 
geography,  in  all  which,  as  Mr.  Friedlander  remarks,  "he 
is  indisputably  improving." 

So  much  information  on  the  subject  of  the  finances  and 
income  and  expenditures  of  the  Institution,  is  contained 
in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  that  an  apo- 
logy is  scarcely  necessary,  for  extending  this  Report  by 
an  insertion  of  the  following 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

"The  productive  property  of  the  Institution  consists, 
firsty  of  the  real  estate  which  has  come  into  its  possession 
from  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Birch,  being  houses  and 
lots  now  under  rent  for  the  sum  of  885  dollars  per  an- 
num ;  but  in  consequence  of  being  leased  to  a  class  of 
tenants  whose  means  are  much  restricted,  the  sum  actu- 
ally collected,  cannot  be  estimated  at  more  than  half  that 
amount,  and  the  probability  is,  from  the  delapidated  con- 
dition of  the  property,  nothing  can  be  relied  on  from  that 
source  for  the  ensuing  year,  as  the  necessary  repairs  and 
taxes  will  exhaust  the  rent.  Secondly,  of  the  sum  of  $9,000, 
part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Fair,  which  has  been  tempo- 
rarily invested.  Three  thousand  dollars  of  which  amount 
are  payable  on  the  4th  December,  1837,  and  six  thou- 
sand on  the  15th  February,  1838.  These  investments 
were  made  during  the  severe  pressure  in  the  money  mar- 
ket, in  May  last,  and  cost  the  Institution  $8,008  75  cts. 
By  a  re-investment  of  this  amount,  the  Institution  will 


24 


secure  an  income  of  $540  per  annum;  and  by  loaning 
the  floating  balance  in  the  Treasury  as  heretofore,  until 
the  same  is  actually  required  for  the  expenses  of  the  es- 
tablishment, about  $60  per  annum  more  may  be  obtain- 
ed, making  a  total  of  $600.  Third,  of  the  amount  re- 
ceived for  the  support  and  instruction  of  the  pupils.  The 
number  now  in  the  Institution  is  45  ;  and  from  44  of 
them  the  sum  of  $8,800  per  annum.  The  number  will 
probably  be  augmented  to  average  50  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  will  then  yield  $10,000  per  annum.  Fourth, 
of  annual  contributions  of  members.  From  this  source 
the  sum  of  $556  net  was  received  for  the  year  1836, 
and  the  amount  will  not  be  increased,  owing  to  the  be- 
lief very  generally  entertained,  that  the  Institution  is  now 
so  liberally  endowed  under  the  will  of  Mr.  Birch,  as  to 
require  but  little  patronage  from  the  community.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  foregoing  sources  of  revenue,  the  residuary 
portion  of  Mr.  Birch's  estate  will  probably  come  into  the 
possession  of  the  Institution  during  the  year  1838  ;  but 
the  value  of  it  has  been  estimated  so  variously,  that  the 
Committee  feel  some  reluctance  in  naming  any  sum,  as 
the  income  to  be  derived  from  it  hereafter.  A  disposi- 
tion to  place  it  within,  rather  than  beyond  the  amount  at 
which,  by  common  consent,  it  has  been  estimated,  in- 
duces them  to  name  a  sum  of  $6,000  per  annum,  as  the 
income  ;  and  as  the  Committee  are  without  any  positive 
data  on  which  to  settle  it,  they  think  our  allowance  for 
expenditure  from  it,  should  not  be  predicated  on  a  larger 
sum.  Of  the  application  of  these  resources,  to  the  vari- 
ous items  of  expenditure,  the  Committee  feel  great  diffi- 
dence in  recommending  any  fixed  distribution.  Our  ex- 
perience of  the  amount  required  to  sustain  an  Institution 
of  the  kind  and  extent  of  that  confided  to  our  administra- 
tion, is  so  recent  and  limited,  and  the  novelty  of  the  un- 
dertaking so  great,  that  any  adequate  conception  of  the 
sum  required  for  its  leading  department,  especially  that 


25 

of  instruction,  can  scarcely  be  formed.  A  very  imper- 
fect estimate,  however,  deduced  from  the  actual  cost  of 
the  establishment,  under  the  limited  means  at  our  control, 
for  the  past  year,  may  be  made  ;  and  on  the  foundation 
thus  obtained,  the  appropriation  of  our  present  estimated 
income,  given  to  the  several  objects  claiming  our  atten- 
tion. The  whole  sum  paid  for  instruction,  which  includes 
the  salaries  of  the  Principal  and  assistant  teachers,  and 
the  instruction  in  handicrafts,  purchases  of  instruments 
and  some  crude  materials  for  manufacturing  purposes, 
from  March  ist  to  November  ist,  1837,  was  in  round 
numbers,  $3,300;  and  the  amount  disbursed  during  the 
same  period  for  house  expenses,  furniture,  and  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  garden,  $6,300;  which  two  sums,  with 
$600  for  interest  on  the  bond  to  Mr.  Bohlen,  for  the  sum 
borrowed  towards  completing  the  house,  form  the  cur- 
rent expenditure  for  eight  months  of  the  present  year, 
and  make  a  total  of  $10,200,  equal  to  about  $15,000  per 
annum,  or  on  an  average  of  about  40  pupils,  about  $375 
per  annum,  each. 

"Applying  these  data  to  the  present  scale  of  expendi- 
ture in  the  Institution,  on  an  estimate  of  50  pupils,  and 
adding  the  increase  known  to  exist  in  the  salaries  of  the 
Teachers,  we  will  find  that  the  amount  required  for  In- 
struction will  be  $5,000  per  annum.  The  salaries  and 
wages  of  the  teachers  and  assistants  in  this  department 
being  now  upwards  of  $3,800,  and  a  contingent  of  $1,200 
per  annum  for  books,  instruments  and  materials,  deemed 
quite  small  enough  for  the  department.  It  is  known  to 
the  committee  that  the  sum  expended  during  the  last  eight 
months  for  the  support  of  the  pupils,  including  the  board  of 
the  teachers  and  assistants,  amounted  to  $6,300,  or  about 
$9,500  per  annum,  being  equal  to  about  $237  per  annum 
for  each  pupil  ;  but  in  this  sum  the  fuel  and  furniture  of 
the  establishment  is  included,  which  would  not  vary  ma- 
terially for  a  much  larger  number  of  pupils.     We  there- 
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fore  suppose  the  sum  needed  for  50  pupils  will  not  exceed 
$10,000  per  annum  for  support,  clothing,  and  the  neces- 
sary supply  of  furniture  for  their  accommodation.  We 
thus  obtain  the  sum  of  $15,000  per  annum  as  the  amount 
required  for  instruction  and  support,  adding  $600  for  in- 
terest, $1,000  per  annum  for  the  gradual  extension  of 
buildings,  &c.  Makes  the  sum  of  $16,600  per  annum  as 
the  current  expenditures. 

"  Recapitulating  the  estimates  and  expenditures  they 
will  stand  thus  : 

RECEIPTS.* 

Real  Estate  for  1838,     - 
Investments  at  Interest,      - 
Instruction  and  support  of  50  pupils, 
Annual  Contributions,         - 
Income  from  the  residuary  estate  of  Wm. 
Birch,      ------ 


$00 

00 

600 

00 

10,000 

00 

566 

00 

6,000 

00 

17,166  00 


EXPENDITURES. 

Instruction,  including  purchase  of  books 
and  instruments,  materials  for  manu- 
facturing and  salaries,       - 

House  Expenses,  including  support  and 
clothing  of  pupils,  furniture,  fuel,  re- 
pairs, salary  of  matron,  wages,  &c. 

Interest  on  money  borrowed, 

Building  fund,   ------ 


$5,000  00 


10,000  00 

600  00 

1,000  00 

16,600  00 


Leaving  a  balance  equal  to  the  annual  contributions  to  li- 


*  Since  this  estimate  was  made,  the  Board  regret  to  notice  a  de- 
crease in  the  payments  for  annual  contributions  for  1837.  They 
would  also  remark  that  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  the  expendi- 
ture can  be  less  than  here  stated,  and  will  most  probably  exceed  it. 
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quidate  the  mortgage  debt  of  the  Institution.  In  coming 
to  the  foregoing  result,  it  may  be  thought  that  the  esti- 
mated expenditure  is  put  down  at  too  large  a  sum,  parti- 
cularly for  the  support  of  pupils  and  other  house  ex- 
penses ;  but  the  board  will  perceive  that  it  is  based  on 
the  actual  expenditure  of  the  Institution  when  its  domes- 
tic economy  was  under  the  strict  supervision  of  private 
interest,  and  when  the  sum  paid  per  head  to  the  matron 
was  found  too  low  to  enable  her  to  continue  it  on  that 
footing.  The  only  Institution  with  which  it  would  be 
proper  to  make  a  comparison  is  that  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  ;  but  even  with  that  the  comparison  would  fail  in 
many  respects,  and  particularly  so  in  the  department  of 
instruction.  In  the  one  case,  the  teaching  being  visible 
to  the  whole  class,  and  in  the  other,  (of  the  Blind, )  directly 
personal  to  each  pupil.  There  can  be  but  little  doubt 
that  if  the  number  of  our  pupils  was  augmented  to  ioo, 
a  very  great  reduction  in  the  cost  of  instruction  and  sup- 
port per  head  would  be  effected,  as  the  stationary  ex- 
penses of  the  establishment  are  nearly  the  same  for  50 
or  100  scholars,  and  the  supplies  of  the  table  not  pro- 
portionately increased.  By  the  improvements  of  the  pupils 
in  handicrafts,  something  towards  their  maintenance  will 
be  hereafter  derived  from  their  labour,  and  their  support 
press  less  heavily  on  our  funds." 

BENJ.  W.  RICHARDS,  ^| 

JNO.  A.  BROWN,  I 

NATHAN  DUNN,  Com'  of  Flnance- 

FRED.  FRALEY,  Treasurer,  ) 

Mr.  A.  Penniman,  from  the  Boston  Institution,  who  had 
been  solicited  to  act  as  assistant  teacher,  during  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Friedlander  from  November  to  May  last, 
filled  his  situation  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  board. 
His  place  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  F.  Jones.  Mr.  Jno. 
B.  Stout  and  Mr.  Jones  now  perform  the  duties  of  assist- 
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ant  teachers,  under  whom  the  classes  have  made  satis- 
factory progress,  as  was  evidenced  at  the  examination, 
before  the  Committee  of  Instruction. 

The  Managers  have  particular  pleasure  in  making 
mention  of  the  services  rendered  to  the  Institution  by  the 
matron,  Miss  Ann  Nicholes,  who  from  the  first  founding 
of  the  Institution  has  been  most  zealous  and  faithful  in 
her  efforts  for  the  welfare  of  the  inmates,  showing  her- 
self always  ready  to  promote  their  comfort  without  re- 
gard to  personal  considerations. 

The  services  of  Henry  Meyer,  master  workman  in  the 
handicraft  department,  have  given  entire  satisfaction. 

There  is  one  subject  to  which  the  Board  wish  to  call 
the  particular  attention  of  the  contributors  ;  they  allude 
to  the  eminent  services  of  the  Principal  of  the  Institution. 

At  a  former  period,  when  their  means  were  scanty,  the 
Board  were  unwillingly  compelled  to  present  the  condi- 
tion of  their  funds  to  Mr.  Friedlander,  who  instantly  ac- 
ceded to  a  reduction  of  his  salary  to  the  amount  of  $600 
for  the  term  of  one  year.  The  condition  of  the  Institu- 
tion was  such,  as  to  keep  his  salary  at  this  reduced  rate 
for  two  years.  In  July  last,  the  Board  again  raised  it  to 
$1,500  per  annum,  from  the  1st  of  March,  of  last  year. 
Heretofore  the  funds  of  the  Institution  have  not  permitted 
the  Managers  to  express  to  Mr.  Friedlander  their  sense 
of  his  services,  with  a  liberality  corresponding  to  their 
value,  rendered  as  they  have  been  with  unremitting  fidel- 
ity, and  at  the  serious  cost  of  his  health. 

Although  the  Board  would  feel  themselves  justified  in 
taking  immediate  steps  to  manifest  their  sense  of  Mr. 
Friedlander' s  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  noble  cha- 
rity confided  to  their  charge,  yet  they  prefer  to  lay  his 
claims  before  the  contributors,  and  friends  of  the  Blind 
generally.  And  they  do  it  now  without  any  communica- 
tion with  him,  or  any  knowledge  on  his  part  of  this  pro- 
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ceeding.  They  deem  it  due  to  our  community  that  such 
an  instance  of  wise,  faithful,  and  successful  services, 
should  not  pass  without  a  distinct  and  substantial  ac- 
knowledgment ;  and  they  beg  leave  to  propose,  that 
measures  be  immediately  taken,  to  convey  to  the  Princi- 
pal of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  the  sense  entertained 
of  his  exertions,  and  the  sympathy  which  his  impaired 
health  awakens. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Contributors. 

JOHN  VAUGHAN,  President. 
JACOB  SNIDER,  Jr.,  Rec.  Secretary. 
Philadelphia,  March  bth,  1838. 
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The  Pennsylvania  butitution  for  the  Instruction 

DR. 

1838.   To  cash  paid  sundry  orders  of  the  Board  of 
Feb.  28,     Managers  and  Standing  Committees,   and 
charged  to  the  following  accounts  : 

Instruction. 
For  salaries  of  teachers,  wages  of  instruction 
of  handicraft,  musical  instruments,  music, 
repairs  of  musical  instruments,  printing 
press,  books,  apparatus,  and  miscellaneous 
expenses,       -------  $6730  22 

House  Expenses. 
For  boarding  and  clothing  pupils,  fuel,  furni- 
ture, wages  of  servants,  repairs  to  building 
and  preparing  garden,  salary  of  matron  and 
miscellaneous  expenses,        -  9766  03 

Fair  for  the  benefit  of  the  Institution. 
For  expenses  of    Masonic   Hall,   printing, 
wages  of  attendants,  &c. ,      -        -        -        -      621  76 

Interest. 
For  6  per  cent,  on  $10,000  for  one  year,  bor- 
rowed of    John   Bohlen,   Esq.   Trustee  on 
Mortgage,      -------      600  00 

Burial  Lot  at  Laurel  Hill. 
For  ground  in  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  and  ex- 
penses of  removing  the  remains  of  W.  Y. 
Birch,  Esq.  564  88 

Building  Fund. 
For  debts  due  on  main  building  and  building 
work  shops,  &c,  ------    8727  18 

Investments. 
For  amount  invested  temporarily  at  interest, 
during  the  year, 12628  75 

#39638  82 
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of  the  Blinds  in  account  with  F.  Fraley,   Treasurer. 

CR. 

1837. 
March  1,  By  balance  due  the  Institution,        -  707  01 

1838. 
Feb.  28,  By  cash  received  during  the  year,  and  credited 
to  the  following  accounts. 

Building  Fund  for  donation  of  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  pay  the  debts  incurred  for  erecting 
the  main  building,  $10,000,  and  from  indi- 
viduals, $57  66,     -----        -  10057  66 

Fair  for  the  benefit  of  the  Institution. 
Proceeds  received  from  the  Ladies'   Com- 
mittee, and  for  sales  at  the  various  tables 
and  tickets,    -------    9661  75 

Permanent  Fund. 
For  donations  of  sundry  individuals  to  form 
a  fund  for  the  endowment  of  the  Institution,       786  77 

Expenditure  Fund. 
The  amount  received  from  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  instruction  and  support  of 
pupils,  $5421  21,  pay  pupils  $400,  annual 
subscriptions  $482  86,  interest  on  Pennsyl- 
vania Five  per  cent.  Stock,  $148  44,  and 
Miscellaneous  Charity  Box,  &c,  $13  22,      -     6465  73 

Investments. 
The  Pennsylvania  Five  per  cent.  Stock  sold 
$5981  78,    and     temporary    loans     repaid, 
13773  75        ------  19755  53 

Real  Estate  bequeathed  by  Mr.  W.  Y.  Birch. 
On  account  of  rent  from  J.  Palmer,  Jr.,       -       120  00 

Committee  of  Instruction. 

For  sales  of  manufactured  goods  at  the  In- 
stitution, and  other  receipts  by  the  Principal,       273  77 

$47828  22 
Balance  due  the  Institution  February  28th,  1838, 

and  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,       -        -  $8189  40 
Errors  and  omissions  excepted. 

F.  FRALEY,  Treasurer. 

■„,„'„,  ^TT.T       '  \  Committee  of  Finance. 
NATHAN  DUNN,     I 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  28th,  1838. 


LIST  OF   PUPILS   IN  THE  INSTITUTION, 
MARCH   5th,  1838. 


Name. 

Where  from. 

When  admitted. 

Abraham  Marsh, 

Philadelphia  City, 

i833- 

March  25th. 

Sarah  Marsh, 

do. 

do. 

Theodore  Myers, 

do. 

do. 

Mary  Ann  Mallett, 

Philadelphia  Co. 

April  29th. 

William  Graham, 

do. 

do. 

William  Hatz, 

Lancaster  Co. 

June  3d. 

Beniah  Parvin, 

Delaware  State, 

July  16th. 

John  B.  Martindale, 

Charleston  (S.  C. ) 

Nov.  6th. 

J.  H.  Gray, 

Virginia  State, 

1834. 

March  24th. 

R.  Guyn, 

Bucks  Co. 

April  1 2th. 

M.  E.  Nuniviller, 

Philadelphia  Co. 

May  1 2th. 

H.  Gillem, 

Franklin  Co. 

May  1 6th. 

H.  Newbourough, 

Chester  Co. 

Sept.  6th. 

M.  Lightfoot, 

do. 

Nov.  7th. 

J.  Ramsey, 

Philadelphia  Co. 

Nov.  15th. 

E.  Solomon, 

Bucks  Co. 

1835. 

May  13th. 

P.  Feterow, 

York  Co. 

Sept.   12th. 

M.  E.  Wiley, 

Maryland  State, 

Sept.  8th. 

E.  Wheelan, 

Lancaster  Co. 

1834. 

June  24th. 

M.  V.  Roberts, 

Philadelphia  Co. 

1835. 

Nov.  28th. 

R.  Laird, 

Centre  Co. 

April  22d. 

E.  A.  Howell, 

N.  Jersey  State, 

1836. 

May  10th. 

J.  Dyer, 

Bucks  Co. 

April   23d. 

W.  H.  Churchman, 

Delaware  State, 

Sept.  2d. 

N.  Thompson, 

Montgomery  Co. 

Sept.  6th. 

J.  Stinson, 

Bedford  Co. 

Sept.  or  Oct, 

S.  Pyle, 

Philadelphia  City, 

Nov.   1  st. 

J.  Buchanan, 

Delaware  State, 

Nov.  1 2th. 

L.  Marsh, 

Philadelphia  City, 

Nov.  1 8th. 

M.  Hankins, 

N.  Jersey  State, 

Nov.  23d. 

E.  Adolph, 

Philadelphia  Co. 

1837. 

Jan.  20th. 

J.  Burris, 

do. 

Feb.  1st. 

S.  Dandy, 

N.  Jersey  State, 

April  nth. 

C.  Torrens, 

Philadelphia  Co. 

April  13th. 

W.  Keim, 

do. 

do. 
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Name. 

P.  Kelly, 

S.  Ellicott, 

E.  A.  Fennimore, 

M.  Gill, 

S.  McGiffin, 

M.  Donelly, 

E.  A.  Haines, 

John  Robinson, 

H.  Boyce, 

M.  Finney, 

J.  Berry, 

E.  Wilson, 

G.  Laws, 

C.  Kandel, 

L.  Beaumont, 


Where  from.        When  admitted. 


Philadelphia  Co. 
Maryland  State, 
N.  Jersey  State, 
Philadelphia, 
Huntington  Co. 
Philadelphia, 
Lancaster  Co. 

do. 
Berks  Co. 
Luzerne  Co. 
Chester  Co. 
Philadelphia, 

do. 
Schuylkill  Co. 
Philadelphia, 


1838. 


April  22d. 
May  3d. 
May  4th. 
May  25th. 
May  30th. 
June  16th. 
May  — . 
March  6th. 
Oct.  26th. 
Nov.  7th. 
Sept.  14th. 
Dec.  nth. 
Jan.  2d. 
Jan.  5th. 
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SPECIMENS  OF  COMPOSITION  OF  THE  PUPILS 


IN    PROSE   AND   VERSE. 


Mr.  S: 

I  think  time  has  got  new  wings,  at  least  she  flies  re- 
markably swift,  for  the  day  on  which  I  am  accustomed 
to  write,  has  arrived  and  found  me  in  a  very  dull  mood. 
I  have  nothing  particularly  concerning  ourselves  to  say. 
The  winter  so  far  has  been  very  mild,  though  cold  enough 
for  me,  and  nothing  but  the  dinner  bell  can  induce  me  to 
leave  my  best  friend,  the  stove. 

The  Germans  are  doing  wonders  ;  they  now  make 
wooden  violin  players, — but  never  mind,  our  forests  can 
dance  to  anything  they  play  ;  besides  sustain  any  cha- 
racter you  choose. 

This  is  very  troublesome  work  ;  I  think  I  shall  get 
myself  an  automaton  amanuensis,  which  will  write  to 
you,  whilst  I  attend  to  my  own  business. 

Some  say  you  think  hard  of  me,  for  writing  in  this 
style  ;  in  this  you  may  use  your  pleasure.  I  write  for 
you  to  read,  and  if  you  read  more  than  I  write,  you  need 
not  charge  it  to  me. 

E.   WHEELAN. 
Pupil  of  the  Institution. 


February  lbtk,  1838. 
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What  is  this  short  life  to  me  ? 

One  of  sin  and  vanity  ; 
One  in  which  we  have  to  gain 

Every  thing  by  toil  and  pain. 

Earth's  amusements,  pleasures,  joys, 

Are  to  me  like  trifling  toys  ; 
They  shall  fade  and  pass  away, 

Like  the  scenes  of  yesterday. 

What  is  time?  or  who  hath  pow'r 
To  prolong  his  days  one  hour  ? 

None  among  us  now  can  say 
I  shall  live  another  day. 

But  the  word  of  truth  has  found 
Us  a  place,  with  pleasures  crown' d, 

Where  from  troubles  we  shall  cease, 
In  a  never  ending  peace. 

Where,  without  this  frame  of  dust, 
With  the  pure,  the  good  and  just, 

We,  in  perfect  happiness, 

Lasting  comforts  shall  possess. 

Who  would  then  on  earth  abide, 

With  its  trifles  satisfied, 
Would  he  not  much  rather  rove, 

With  these  spirits  blest  above  ? 

O  then,  source  of  all  divine, 

May  this  happy  lot  be  mine, 
When  from  toils  and  cares  I  rest, 

I  shall  dwell  among  the  blest. 

B.   PARVIN. 
Pupil  of  the  Institution. 

January  23J,  1838. 
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WORDS  BY  J.   B.  STOUT. 
MUSIC  BY  WILLIAM  GRAHAM,  PUPIL  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

NOT   YET ! 

Oh  !    tell  me  where  grows  the  fragrant  rose, 
That  e'er  with  pearly  dew  is  wet  ; 

And  where  is  the  bower  of  unfading  flower  ? 
Have  you  found  that  bower  ? 

Not  yet  !    Not  yet  ! 

Oh  !    where  is  the  star,  though  distant  far, 

Whose  brilliant  disk  is  never  set  ; 
And  whose  sweet  light  dispels  all  night  : 

Have  you  found  that  light  ? 

Not  yet  !    not  yet  ! 

And  where  is  the  isle  of  affection's  smile, 
Where  hearts  once  love  and  ne'er  forget, 

And  where  is  the  rest  of  the  pure  and  blest  ? 
Have  you  found  that  rest? 

No,  no  !    Not  yet  ! 


REPRINT  OF 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


MANAGERS 


OF   THE 


Pennsylvania  Institution 


FOR   THE 


INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND, 


LOCATED  IN  PHILADELPHIA, 


N.  W.  CORNER  OF  SCHUYLKILL  THIRD  AND  SASSAFRAS  STREETS. 


March  4,  1839. 


-■ 


Sixth 

ANNUAL  MEETING 


OF    THE 


CONTRIBUTORS. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Contributors  to  the  "  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  held  March  4th, 
1839,  at  the  Hall  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, — 

James  Taylor,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  Oliver 
Fuller  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  and  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  were  presented  and  accepted. 
The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year,  and  the  Tellers  declared  the  following 
gentlemen  duly  elected : 


OFFICERS 

OF    THE 

PENNSYLVANIA    INSTITUTION    FOR    THE 
INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND, 

FOR    1839. 


President. — John  Vaughan. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Nathan  Dunn,  Edward  Coleman, 

John  A.  Brown,  Benj.  W.  Richards. 

Treasurer. — Oliver  Fuller. 

Corresponding  Secretary. — J.  Francis  Fisher. 

Recording  Secretary. — T.  Leaming  Smith. 

Consulting  Physician. — Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.  D. 

VISITING  PHYSICIANS. 
Caspar  Morris,  M.  D.,  Thos.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.  D, 

MANAGERS. 

Richard  Price,  R.  M.  Patterson, 

Isaac  S.  Loyd,  A.  G.  Waterman, 

John  U.  Fraley,  Wm.  Ashbridge, 

George  Handy,  Lewis  R.  Ashhurst, 

Edward  Penington,  Franklin  Peale, 

John  K.  Kane,  George  Laws. 

James  Taylor,  Chairman. 

Attest — Oliver  Fuller,  Secretary. 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


TO    THE 


CONTRIBUTORS 


TO    THE 


Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the    Instruction 

of  the  Blind. 


In  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Charter,  the  Board 
of  Managers  present  the  following,  their  Sixth  Annual 
Report.  In  performing  this  duty,  they  have  the  satisfaction 
to  be  able  to  congratulate  the  Contributors  upon  the  con- 
tinued prosperity  of  the  Institution,  the  untiring  zeal  of  the 
Principal  and  his  Assistants,  and  the  industry,  good  order 
and  contentment  which  prevail  among  the  pupils. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report,  fifty  pupils  were  under  the 
care  of  the  Institution,  since  which  time  eight  have  been 
admitted  and  four  have  been  discharged.  Of  the  fifty-four 
at  present  in  the  house,  forty-two  are  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  with  two  exceptions,  supported  by  the  appropriations 
of  the  Legislature.     Four  are  from  New  Jersey,  three  from 
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Delaware,  three  from  Maryland,  one  from  Virginia,  and  one 
from  South  Carolina.  Of  those  who  have  left  the  Institution, 
one,  a  young  gentleman  from  a  neighbouring  State,  after 
learning  to  make  brushes  and  baskets  of  a  good  quality,  and 
progressing  considerably  in  other  branches,  returned  home, 
to  reside  upon  his  own  farm.  A  second  was  employed 
only  in  the  work -shops.  During  his  residence,  he  learned 
to  spin  ropes  and  make  door-mats  and  corn  brooms,  with 
facility,  and  by  these  means  expects  to  earn  a  livelihood  in 
his  father's  house.  The  third  left  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
further  means  for  the  restoration  of  his  sight ;  and  the 
fourth,  Maria  Lightfoot,  of  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania, 
after  a  severe  attack  of  illness,  returned  to"  her  friends, 
where,  the  Board  have  learned  with  regret,  she  died  shortly 
after.  Among  the  earliest  of  our  pupils,  her  close  applica- 
tion to  studies,  her  correct  deportment  and  affectionate  dis- 
position had  gained  for  her,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the 
respect  of  her  teachers  and  the  warm  attachment  of  her 
school  companions. 

Appended  hereunto,  will  be  found  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  a  list  of  the  pupils,  their  places  of  residence 
and  the  dates  of  their  admission. 

The  branches  at  present  taught  in  the  Institution,  are, 
Spelling,  Reading,  Writing,  English  Grammar,  Composi- 
tion, Geography,  with  the  use  of  maps  and  the  globe,  Arith- 
metic, Algebra,  Geometry,  Natural  Philosophy,  History, 
and  the  German  Language.  The  proficiency  oi  the  pupils 
in  these  studies  and  their  creditable  examination  before  the 
Board  and  its  Committees,  have  been  entirely  satisfactory. 
The  system  of  mutual  instruction,  which  has  been  introduced 
to  a  considerable  extent,  has  been  found  highly  advanta- 
geous, and  its  further  extension  as  the  senior  classes  become 
more  advanced,  will  probably  render  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  teachers  unnecessary.  Several  of  the  pupils  not 
only  read  with  facility,  but  correspond  with  each  other,  and 
their  friends  ;  and  a  letter  from  Vienna,  printed  with  the 
pin-type,  and  addressed  to  the  pupils  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Institution,  was  promptly  translated  into  Fnglish,  by  a 
member  of  the  German  class. 
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Under  the  care  of  Mr.  Rasche,  the  progress  of  the  pupils 
in  music,  has  been  highly  creditable.  A  moderate  portion 
of  time  devoted  to  a  thorough  course  of  instruction  in  this 
department,  the  Board  believes  to  be  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  the  Blind.  Its  utility  has  been  acknowledged 
wherever  their  instruction  has  been  attempted,  and  as  a 
source  of  recreation  and  some  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
the  blessings  of  sight — its  value  is  not  likely  to  be  over- 
rated. Several  pieces  of  music  have  been  composed  by 
members  of  the  class,  indicating  their  proficiency  in  this 
department  of  their  studies.  The  orchestra  is  composed  of 
twenty-one  instruments,  viz  :  First  Violin,  3  ;  Second  do., 
3  ;  Tenor  do.,  2  ;  Violincello,  2  ;  Double  Bass,  1  ;  Flutes,  3  ; 
Clarionet,  2  ;  Bassoon,  1  ;  Horns,  2  ;  Trumpet,  1  ;  Trom- 
bone, 1.*  Many  of  the  pupils  composing  the  orchestra,  also 
play  on  other  instruments,  as  the  Piano,  Organ,  &c.  All 
the  pupils,  with  four  exceptions  among  the  males,  and  five 
among  the  females,  receive  musical  instruction.  The  Pro- 
fessor of  Music  gives  lessons  to  the  whole  orchestra  from 
1 1  A.  M.  to  1  P.  M.  daily,  and  private  lessons  on  the  harp, 
piano,  &c,  from  2  to  6  P.  M.  The  performances  of  the 
orchestra  and  the  vocal  exhibitions  at  our  public  examina- 
tions and  concerts,  have  given  general  satisfaction. 

In  the  Handicrafts,  there  has  been  a  decided  improve- 
ment during  the  past  year,  as  evinced  by  the  superiority  of 
the  articles  manufactured  and  the  increased  facility  with 
•  which  sales  are  effected.  The  products  of  our  work-shops 
are  offered  at  prices  quite  as  low  as  any  articles  of  similar 
quality  in  the  market,  and  judging  from  the  results  of  the 
past  year,  we  hope  this  department  will,  ere  long,  not  only 
defray  all  its  expenses,  but  be  productive  of  a  small  revenue 
to  the  Institution.  The  male  pupils  have  been  employed  in 
manufacturing  brushes  of  various  kinds,  brooms,  shoes  (of 
which  all  used  by  the  pupils  are  made  by  them),  door-mats, 


*The  Instruments  belonging  to  the  Institution  are,  one  Organ,  six  Piano- 
Fortes,  one  Harpsichord,  three  Harps,  nine  Violins,  two  Violincelloes,  two 
Double  Bass  do.,  six  Flutes,  one  Hautboy,  one  Bassoon,  three  French  Horns, 
two  Trumpets,  one  Trombone,  and  five  Clarionets. 


ropes  and  twine,  baskets,  backs  for  chairs,  and  mattresses. 
Some  kinds  of  carpenter-work  and  turning  are  also  carried 
on,  and  carpet-weaving  and  a  few  other  branches,  are 
intended  to  be  introduced.  The  pupils,  working  three  hours 
per  day,  have  during  the  last  ten  months  of  1838,  made 
articles  valued  at  $1,583.79 — almost  enough  to  defray  all 
the  expenses  for  materials,  tools,  &c,  in  this  department,  and 
to  pay  the  salary  of  the  teacher.  A  large  portion  of  their 
time  is  devoted  to  literary  instruction,  and  yet  we  have 
ascertained  the  gratifying  fact,  that,  almost  without  expense 
to  the  Institution,  our  pupils  may  learn  trades,  by  which 
they  may  contribute  to  their  support  and  at  the  same  time 
enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  relaxation  from  the  severe 
mental  processes  by  which  they  are  instructed  in  many  of 
the  branches. 

The  female  pupils  when  not  engaged  in  the  schools,  assist 
in  most  of  the  domestic  operations  of  the  house,  and  perform 
nearly  all  the  plain  sewing  done  in  the  Institution.  They  knit 
all  the  stockings  required  by  the  pupils  and  bind  all  the 
shoes  of  our  manufactory.  In  addition  to  this,  they  are 
employed  in  various  kinds  of  fancy  work. 

In  regulating  the  studies  and  employments  of  the  pupils, 
regard  has  been  had  to  the  position  they  are  likely  to 
occupy  in  society,  and  the  Board  feels  confident,  that  by 
instilling  correct  principles,  giving  them  pursuits  by  which 
they  may  secure  their  own  maintenance,  cultivating  their 
minds,  and  offering  them  rational  sources  of  recreation,  they 
will  enjoy  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all,  in  whatever  sphere 
they  may  be  placed. 

Idleness  is,  peculiarly  to  the  Blind,  a  fertile  source  of 
unhappiness ;  and  one  of  the  standing  rules  adopted  by  the 
excellent  Principal  of  the  Institution,  requires  that,  "  all 
leisure  hours  should  be  occupied  with  walking  or  some 
useful  exercise."  The  table  on  the  following  page  may 
prove  interesting,  as  showing  in  what  manner  the  principle 
just  mentioned  is  carried  out  during  the  winter  session,  and 
the  regular  duties  of  each  day  in  the  week. 
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The  Printing  Press  erected  last  year,  has  fully  realized  the 
expectations  of  the  Board.  The  type  has  been  somewhat  im- 
proved, and  the  books  issued  from  this  Institution  will  chal- 
lenge comparison  with  any  that  have  been  published  else- 
where. The  form  of  letter  employed,  originated  with  Mr. 
Friedlander,  soon  after  the  foundation  of  the  Institution  ;  and 
from  much  experience  in  the  instruction  of  the  Blind,  is  believ- 
ed to  possess  important  advantages  over  every  other.  It 
accords  almost  entirely  with  that  adopted  by  Mr.  Alston,  of 
Glasgow,  whose  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  Blind,  entitles  him  to 
the  gratitude  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  beings.  This  form 
of  printing  is  readily  learned  even  by  those  who  have  receiv- 
ed their  early  instruction  from  a  different  kind.  Letters  have 
been  received  from  distant  portions  of  the  United  States, 
ordering  copies  of  our  works  for  individuals  who  had  lost 
their  sight,  when  somewhat  advanced  in  life,  and  who  had 
by  their  own  exertions,  or  with  the  assistance  of  their  friends, 
become  familiar  with  our  alphabet. 

Uniformity  in  the  printing  for  the  Blind,  would  be  a 
highly  important  means  of  removing  some  of  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  their  instruction,  and  facilitating  the  formation 
of  libraries  for  their  use. '  We  trust  the  day  is  not  far  distant, 
when  measures  will  be  taken  by  the  Institutions  of  this 
country  and  Europe,  to  bring  about  so  desirable  an  object. 

The  expenses  of  this  department  during  the  past  year, 
have  been  considerable,  and  yet  it  is  one,  that  the  charitable 
should  hope  to  see  much  more  widely  extended.  It  is  not 
to  the  pupils  in  the  schools  that  its  advantages  should  be 
restricted ;  they  should  be  extended  to  the  very  large  number 
who  from  age  or  other  circumstances  are  unable  to  partake 
of  the  benefits  of  instruction,  except  at  their  homes. 

Should  our  funds  justify  it,  we  would  wish  to  furnish  every 
poor  blind  person  in  the  State,  with  at  least  a  copy  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures.  The  Blind  are  the  only  class  amongst 
whom  ample  provision  has  not  been  made  for  spreading  the 
consolations  of  the  Bible,  and  it  is  alone  through  our  Insti- * 
tution,  with  the  assistance  of  the  benevolent,  that  we  can 
hope  to  see  it  accomplished. 

In  the  year  1833,  "  the  Gospel  of  St.  Mark  "  and  a  small 
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volume  containing  the  "  Early  Days  of  Washington,"  were 
printed  for  the  pupils  of  this  Institution.  The  Gospel  of 
St.  Mark  was  the  first  book  ever  printed  for  the  Blind,  on 
this  Continent.  The  credit  of  originating  it  is  due  to  Jacob 
Snider,  jun.,  the  then  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Board;  and 
to  Nathan  Dunn  and  Edward  Coleman,  Esquires,  Managers, 
belongs  the  honour  of  having  furnished  funds  for  the 
purpose.  The  process  was  costly  and  the  finances  of  the 
Institution  were  too  limited  to  justify,  at  that  time,  any 
further  operations.  No  other  books  were  printed  in  the 
establishment,  till  after  the  erection  of  the  improved  printing 
press,  mentioned  in  the  last  report  to  the  Contributors.  This 
press  has  been  fully  tried,  answers  our  expectations  perfectly, 
and  is  at  this  time  in  better  working  order  than  when  first 
put  in  operation.  The  apparatus  employed  is  all  made 
expressly  for  this  kind  of  printing.  The  type,  of  which  an 
ample  supply  is  now  on  hand,  is  made  of  metal  purposely 
prepared — very  hard  and  difficult  to  work  in  casting,  and  of 
course,  vastly  more  expensive  than  ordinary  type. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  press,  and  the  adoption  of  im- 
proved processes  in  printing,  we  have  issued  editions  of  the 
following  works,  viz  : — 

Pages. 

The  Students'  Magazine  (periodical),  Vol.  I  ......  .48 

"     Book  of  Ruth 14 

"     Book  of  Esther 32 

"     Proverbs  of  Solomon 94 

"     Guide  to  Spelling 86 

Select  Library  for  the  Blind,  Vol.  I 102 

do  do  do      Vol.  II 100 

Die  Osterier  (German) 84 

Selections  in  prose  and  poetry  (German)    42 

Besides  a  number  of  lessons,  &c,  for  the  classes. 

The  Students'  Magazine,  "a  periodical  for  the  Blind," 
and  the  first  of  the  kind  ever  printed,  continues  to  be  regu- 
larly issued,  and  fulfills  the  anticipations  of  its  benevolent 
projector.  It  affords  a  useful  book  for  reading,  improves 
the  composition  of  the  pupils,  and  is  patronized  by  individ- 
uals in  the  remotest   sections   of  the  Union.     Its   size  has 
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been  made  10  correspond  with  that  of  our  other  books,  and 
the  subscription  price  proportionately  reduced.  The  re- 
ceipts from  subscribers  have  thus  far,  more  than  paid  the 
expenses  of  its  publication. 

Copies  of  all  the  works  published  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Institution,  have  been  sent  to  the  different  schools  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe.  Several  copies  have  also  been 
forwarded  to  Glasgow,  in  return  for  a  large  invoice  received 
from  Mr.  Alston,  in  July  last,  and  which  are  among  the 
books  now  used  by  our  pupils. 

In  July  last,  through  the  liberality  of  Isaac  S.  Lloyd, 
Esquire,  the  Board  obtained  the  title  to  the  lot  immediately 
in  the  rear  of  the  Institution.  This  lot  80  by  249  feet,  was 
conveyed  to  the  Institution  in  fee,  upon  its  assuming  the 
payment  of  a  mortgage  of  $5000.  Immediately  after  the 
acquisition  of  this  property,  the  Managers  directed  the 
erection  of  lodges  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick  ;  a 
measure  which  had  long  been  desired  by  the  medical  officers 
of  the  Board,  and  which  had  only  been  deferred  till  the  title 
was  obtained  for  the  property,  upon  which  it  was  desirable 
to  locate  them.  This  building  is  connected  to  the  main  one, 
only  by  a  covered  passage,  and  is  so  far  detached  from  it, 
as  to  suffer  no  inconvenience  from  the  ordinary  operations 
of  the  school.  It  has  been  constructed  with  strict  regard  to 
the  purposes  intended,  and  will  be  at  all  times  an  important 
addition  to  the  Institution,  but  particularly  so,  should  con- 
tagious disease  attack  our  pupils, — as  the  infected  could  at 
once  be  separated  from  the  healthy,  and  yet  remain  under 
the  immediate  care  of  the  officers  of  the  house. 

The  introduction  of  the  Schuylkill  water,  and  its  distri- 
bution through  the  premises,  while  highly  desirable  for  the 
domestic  operations  of  the  house,  has  also  enabled  the  Board 
to  perfect  their  bathing  apparatus,  so  essential  to  health, 
and  peculiarly  important  to  the  Blind. 

The  furnaces  originally  erected  in  the  main  building,  had 
become  so  defective  as  to  render  their  re-construction  abso- 
lutely necessary.  This  has  been  effected  by  a  Committee 
of  the  Board,  (from  drawings  and  plans  generously  furnished 
by  Franklin  Peale,  Esq.,)  in    a    manner   that    has    proved 
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thoroughly  successful.  No  fire  is  used  in  any  room  above 
the  basement,  and  the  whole  house,  with  perfect  ventilation, 
is  at  all  times  comfortable.  Some  slight  modifications  to 
be  made  during  the  next  summer,  will  obviate  the  necessity 
for  any  other  fire  in  the  main  building,  except  for  culinary 
purposes. 

To  increase  the  means  of  exercise  in  the  open  air,  a  few 
kinds  of  gymnastic  exercise  have  been  introduced  during 
the  past  year,  which  have  been  used  by  several  of  the  pupils 
with  great  satisfaction,  and  evident  improvement,  in  their 
gait  and  movements.  They  are  of  so  simple  a  character, 
that  the  use  of  them  by  the  Blind  is  believed  to  be  entirely 
devoid  of  danger. 

The  extension  of  the  Institution  and  other  causes,  having 
rendered  necessary  a  change  in  the  internal  organization  of 
the  house,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee  in  Sep- 
tember last,  who  reported  a  plan  that  was  adopted  by  the 
Board,  and  has  thus  far  fulfilled  our  anticipations.  With  the 
proper  employment  of  monitors,  as  previously  stated,  it  is 
confidently  believed  that  even  with  a  much  larger  number 
of  pupils,  we  shall  require  no  increase  in  the  number  of 
teachers  or  officers  resident  in  the  house.  The  following 
abstract  from  the  report  of  the  committee,  shows  the  new 
organization  of  the  Institution  and  the  names  of  the  present 
incumbents. 

1.  A  Principal.  To  reside  in  the  house,  and  to  be  the 
Supervisor  and  Official  Chief  of  the  Institution,  and  as  such 
responsible  for  its  conduct  to  the  Board.  Julius  R.  Fried- 
lander,  Esq. 

2.  An  Assistant.  To  reside  in  the  house,  to  aid  the 
Principal  in  the  performance  of  his  several  duties,  and  in  his 
absence  to  represent  him.     Dr  Joshua  Rhoads. 

3.  A  Teacher  of  Music.  To  reside  near  the  house — his 
time  to  be  devoted  to  the  Institution  as  defined  by  contract. 
F.  Rasche. 

4.  A  Prefect.  To  reside  in  the  house,  his  duties  to  be 
the  immediate  personal  supervision  of  the  male  pupils,  when 
not  under  the  care  of  an  instructor,  and  to  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Treasurer 
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or  Executive  Committee.     Owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Smith, 
filled  temporarily. 

5.  A  Superintendent  of  the  Workshops  and  his  De- 
puty or  Assistant.  Both  to  reside  in  the  house.  H.  Meyer, 
Superintendent.     H.  Haverstein,  Assistant. 

6.  A  Head  Printer,  and  Assistants.  Not  to  reside  in 
the  house.     M.  Snider,  Head  Printer. 

7.  A  Governess.  To  reside  in  the  house, — her  duties  to 
be  the  immediate  personal  supervision  of  the  female  pupils, 
while  they  are  not  under  the  charge  of  an  instructor,  and  to 
attend  to  their  instruction  in  sewing  and  the'  elementary 
branches  in  general.     Miss  Ann  Nicholes. 

8.  A  Matron.  To  reside  in  the  house  and  to  perform  the 
duties  usually  appertaining  to  that  station.  Mrs.  Rosanna 
Rhoads. 

The  Porter  and  such  other  attendants  as  may  be  found 
necessary  at  the  Institution,  are  employed  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Executive  Committee. 

All  the  buildings,  furniture,  &c,  at  the  Institution,  have 
been  insured  against  loss  or  damage  by  fire. 

The  Legislature  of  Maryland,  in  March  last,  passed  an 
act  granting  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  devoted 
to  the  instruction  in  some  suitable  Institution  established  for 
the  purpose — of  such  indigent  blind  children,  residents  of 
that  State,  as  shall  be  duly  recommended  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  thereof.  Under  this  act,  three  pupils  are 
now  under  the  care  of  this  Institution. 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Contributors,  a  chaste  and  beautiful  Standish,  valued 
at  $170,  has  been  prepared  and  presented  to  Mr.  Friedlander, 
as  a  well  earned  and  richly  merited  "  mark  of  respect  and 
esteem,  and  as  an  evidence  of  their  appreciation  of  his  ben- 
evolent exertions  and  untiring  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  Blind." 

The  health  of  the  Principal  had  become  so  delicate  in 
November  last,  that  permission  was  given  him  to  spend  the 
winter  in  a  milder  climate.  The  Board  trusts  that  ere  long, 
with  the  blessings  of  Providence,  he  will  return  to  us,  with 
renovated  health  and  ability  to  carry  out  still  further,  his 
plans  for  the  welfare  of  the  unfortunate  class,  to  whose  hap- 
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piness  and  comfort  he  has,  for  years,  devoted  himself,  with 
an  energy  and  singleness  of  purpose  worthy  of  all  praise. 

While  offering  this  gratifying  picture  of  the  success  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution,  the  Board  takes  pleasure  in  stating 
that  the  sister  charities  already  existing  in  this  country,  con- 
tinue in  a  highly  prosperous  condition  ;  and  that  others  are 
in  contemplation,  calculated  to  extend  still  more  widely  the 
blessings  of  education  to  the  unfortunate  objects  of  our  care. 
The  number  of  Blind  in  the  United  States  is  so  much  larger 
than  was  formerly  supposed,  that  to  give  even  a  majority  of 
them  proper  instruction,  will  require  an  extended  scale  for 
all  the  Institutions  likely  to  be  put  in  operation. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  feels  confident,  that  as  our  Insti- 
tution is  more  thoroughly  known,  and  as  the  blessings  it  is 
diffusing  are  more  plainly  seen — the  firmer  will  be  its  hold 
on  the  sympathies  of  the  community,  and  the  surer  will  it 
be  of  retaining  them.  The  fact,  now  well  ascertained,  that 
of  all  the  cases  of  blindness,  a  very  large  proportion  result 
from  accident  or  disease  subsequent  to  birth,  makes  this 
charity,  one,  in  which  every  man  feels  that  he,  or  those  most 
dear  to  him,  may,  one  day,  be  personally  interested.  It  offers 
too,  one  of  the  strongest  incentives  for  perseverance  in  the 
great  work  of"  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  sightless," 
and  carrying  out  this  object  of  the  benevolent  founders  of 
our  noble  Institution,  until  the  blessings  of  education,  the 
lights  of  science,  and  the  consolations  of  the  Gospel  shall  be 
given  to  every  blind  person  in  the  land. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

John  Vaughan,  President.  • 

Oliver  Fuller,  Recording  Secretary. 
Philadelphia,  March  4th,  1839. 
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Cash  Acct  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Penna.  Institution  for  the 

Dr. 

1838.     Balance  as  per  Report  of  F.  Fraley,  Esq.,  late 

Feb.  28.      Treasurer, $8189  40 

Received  from  State  Pennsylvania,  for  indigent 
pupils,       ........ 

Received  from  State  Delaware,  for         do. 
do  do      do    New  Jersey,  for      do. 

do  do    Pay  Pupils,  .... 

do  do    Annual  Contributors, 

do         donations  and  Life  Members 
do         from    Concert,    $191.50,    and    Exhibi- 
tions, $158.45,.  .... 

do         Donation  Boxes,  .... 

do         for  Manufactures  sold, 
do  do    Students'    Magazine,    and   Books 

printed  in  the  Institution, 
Received  for   Post  Notes,   (May   nth,    1838)  of 

$5000,  due  September  25th,  1838,    . 
Received  from  F.  Fraley,  Esq.,  late  Treasurer, 

Interest  on  temporary  investment,           .         .  35  82 
Received  from  B.  W.   Richards,   Chairman  Fi- 
nance Committee,  Interest  on  temporary  in- 
vestment,             86  50 

Received  from  J.  Palmer,  Jr.,  for  Rents  on  Birch 
Estate,  (less  taxes,  repairs,  and  his  commis- 
sion)    475  50 

Received  on  account  of  Birch  Estate,  sold  by  J. 

Palmer,  Jr.,  viz  ; 
Property    in    Vine    near    Thirteenth, 

($1200  remaining  on    mortgage)  $280000 

Property  in  South  Fifth   street,   ($750 

remaining  on  mortgage).  .         .       450  00 

Property  in  Budd  street,       .         .         .     1000  00 


Less  paid  for  recording  mort- 
gages, .         .         .       _ .    $  4  00 

Less  paid  J.  Palmer's  Commis- 
sion, 1  per  cent  on  $5800,  and 
1%  per  cent,  on  $1200  .     78  00 


$4250  00 


>2    OO 


7486  56 

1513 

15 

1393 

19 

700 

00 

44o  73 

243 

50 

349  95 

39 

00 

599 

13 

313 

00 

4882 

5o 

4168  OO 

#30,9*5  93 
1839. 
Feb.  28.  Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  .         .         .         $789  68 

William  Ashbridge,  Treasurer. 
Examined  and  found  correct, 

R.  W.  Richards,  )  ^         v*       c  c- 
Nathan  Dunn,      \  Committee  *  Finance. 

March  2,  1839. 
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Instruction  of  the  Blind,  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  28,   1839. 


Cr. 

Paid  by  order  of  Board  of  Managers,  for  salaries 
of  Principal,  Teachers,  Assistants,  &c,     . 

School,  viz  :  Books,  Maps,  Musical  Instruments, 
Music,  &c,         ..... 

Manufacturing  Materials  and  Tools, 

Printing    Department,    viz,       salary     of 
Printer, 

Paper,         .... 

Binding,  Distributing,  &c, 

Carpenter-work  in  Office, 

Other  Expenses  in     do 


#4582  66 


Clothing, 

Maintenance,  viz  :  Groceries,  Provisions  and 
sundry  House  Expenses,  .... 

Building,  viz  :  Lodges  for  the  sick,  altering  Fur- 
naces in  the  main  building,  and  sundry  repairs 
and  improvements,  .... 

Cupping,  Leeching  and  Medicine, 

Expenses  of  Pupils  to  Baltimore  and  Washington 

Insurance  on  Furniture,         .... 

Printing  last  Annual  Report,  Blank  Books,  Ad 
vertising,  serving  notices,  &c, 

Discount  on  uncurrent  money,  $8.13,  and  post 
ages,  86,     ....*.. 

Sundry  petty  expenses,  .... 

J.  R.  Friedlander,  Esq.,  by  order  of  Contributors 

Silver  Ink  Stand,  for  J.  R.  F.,  by  order  of  do 

B.  A.  Rose,  late  Steward 

1838. 
Mar.  13.  Post  Note  for  $5000,  due  September  25th,   1838 

Interest  on  $10,000,  to  John  Bohlen,  Esq.,  . 
do        do  Lot  conveyed  to  the   Institution,  by 
Isaac  Lloyd,  Esq.,     - 

Recording  Deed  from  I.  Lloyd,  Esq., 
1839. 
Feb.  28.  Mortgage  to  late  Judge   Hallowell,   on  lot,  from 
I.  Lloyd,  Esq.,  ...... 

Balance,         . 


•       • 

354  11 

• 

984  94 

400  00 

467  25 

561  79 

65  00 

38  25 



1532  29 

. 

295  70 

4753  93 


4139  44 

157  75 

70  46 

37  00 

288  90 

8  99 

132  63 

1500  00 

170  00 

75  °° 

4835  83 
600  00 

604  62 
2  00 


5000  00 
789  68 

£3o>9i5  93 
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LIST  OF  PUPILS  IN  THE  INSTITUTION, 

MARCH  4TH,  1839. 


NAME. 

Abraham  Marsh, 
Sarah  Marsh, 
Theodore  Myers, 
Mary  Ann  Mallett, 
William  Graham, 
William  Hatz, 
Beniah  Parvin, 
John  B.  Martindale, 
Jewett  H.  Gray, 
Richard  Guyn, 
Mary  E.  Nuniviller, 
Hannah  Gillem, 
Hannah  Newbourough, 
Joseph  Ramsey, 
Elizabeth  Solomon, 
Philip  Feterow, 
Mary  E.  Wiley, 
Eli  Wheelan, 
Mary  V.  Roberts, 
Rachel  Laird, 
Eliza  A.  Howell, 
Jonathan  Dyer, 
Wm.  H.  Churchman, 
Nicholas  Thompson, 
Samuel  Pyle, 
James  Buchanan, 
Lydia  Marsh, 
Matilda  Hankins, 
Elizabeth  Adolph, 
John  Burris, 
Sarah  A.  Dandy, 


1834, 


WHERE   FROM. 

Philadelphia  City, 

do 

do 
Philadelphia  County, 

do 
Lancaster  County, 
Delaware  State, 
Charleston,  (S.  C.) 
Virginia  State, 
Bucks  County, 
•Philadelphia  County, 
Franklin  County, 
Chester  County, 
Philadelphia  County, 
Bucks  County,  1835, 

York  County, 
Maryland  State, 
Lancaster  County,      1834, 
Philadelphia  County,  1835, 
Centre  County, 
New  Jersey  State,       1836, 
Bucks  County, 
Delaware  State, 
Montgomery  County, 
Philadelphia  City, 
Delaware  State, 
Philadelphia  City, 
New  Jersey  State, 
Philadelphia  County,  1837, 

do 
New  Jersey  State, 


WHEN  ADMITTED. 

1833,     March  25th 
do 
do 
April  29th 

do 
June  3d 
July  1 6th 
Nov.  6th 
March  24th 
April  1 2th 
May  1 2th 
May  1 6th 
Sept.  6th 
Nov.  15th 
May  13th 
Sept.  1 2th 
Sept.  8th 
June  24th 
Nov.  28th 
April  22d 
May  10th 
April  23d 
Sept.  2d 
Sept.  6th 
Nov.  1st 
Nov.  1 2th 
Nov.  1 8th 
Nov.  23d 
Jan.  20th 
Feb.  1st 
April  nth 
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NAME. 

WHERE   FROM. 

WHEN  ADMITTED. 

Charles  Torrens, 

Philadelphia  County, 

April  13th 

William  Keim, 

do 

do  " 

Patrick  Kelly, 

do 

April  22d' 

Elizabeth  A.  Fennimore, 

New  Jersey  State, 

May  4th 

Maria  Gill, 

Philadelphia, 

May  25th 

Samuel  McGiffin, 

Huntington  County, 

May  30th 

Mary  Donelly, 

Philadelphia, 

June  16th 

Eliza  Ann  Haines, 

Lancaster  County, 

May  — , 

John  Robinson, 

do 

March  6th 

Henry  Boyer, 

Berks  County, 

Oct.  26th 

Marcia  Finney, 

Luzerne  County, 

Nov.  7th 

Jacob  Berry, 

Chester  County, 

Sept.  14th 

George  Laws, 

Philadelphia, 

1838, 

Jan.  2d 

Charles  Kandel, 

Schuylkill  County, 

Jan.  5th 

Lewis  Beaumont, 

Philadelphia, 

Anne  Fithian, 

Bridgeton,  N.  J., 

1838, 

March  15th 

Emma  Westly, 

Philadelphia, 

1B38, 

April  1 6th 

John  Shule, 

Baltimore, 

May  22d 

Rebecca  E.  Lafleur, 

do 

do 

Sarah  Miner, 

Luzerne  County, 

June  19th 

Maria  Jones, 

Philadelphia, 

June  20th 

Elvina  Wasley, 

do 

Sept.  4th 

Hugh  Coyle, 

Pittsburg, 

Nov.  3d 
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ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 

In  every  case  of  application  for  the  admission  of  a  pupil 
into  this  Institution,  answers  are  to  be  given  in  writing  to 
the  questions  contained  in  the  printed  form,*  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Managers.  The  applicant  is  then  always 
examined  by  one  of  the  Visiting  Physicians,  upon  whose 
certificate  being  given  that  the  case  is  one  of  incurable 
blindness,  and  in  other  respects,  suitable  for  the  Institution, 
— the  Committee  make  the  necessary  subsequent  arrange- 
ments and  issue  their  order  for  the  reception  of  the  indi- 
vidual as  a  pupil  of  the  Institution.  It  is  desirable  that 
those  entering  the  school,  should  not  be  less  than  seven 
nor  more  than  sixteen  years  of  age. 

The  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
New  Jersey,  and  Maryland  have  made  provision  for  the 
education  of  portions  of  the  Indigent  Blind,  residing  in 
their  several  States.  Applicants  for  the  bounty  of  either  of 
the  above-named  Commonwealths,  must  conform  to  the 
requisitions  and  acts  of  their  respective  Legislatures,  before 
they  can  be  admitted. 

For  the  information  of  applicants  from  a  distance,  the 
names  and  directions  of  the  "  Committee  of  Admission,"  and 
of  the  Visiting  Physicians,  are  appended. 

COMMITTEE    OF    ADMISSION    AND    DISCHARGE. 

EDWARD  PENNINGTON,  No.  96  South  Fourth  Street 
RICHARD  PRICE,  No.  133  Market  Street. 
WM.  ASHBRIDGE,  No.  321  Arch  Street. 

VISITING    PHYSICIANS. 

CASPAR  MORRIS,  M.  D.,  Chestnut  Street,  near  Broad. 
THOMAS  S.  KIRKBRIDE,  M.  D.,  No.  94  Arch  Street 


*This  printed  form  for  applicants  for  admission,  and  all  other  information 
relative  thereto,  will  be  given  upon  application,  personally  or  by  letter,  (post 
paid)  to  either  of  the  members  of  the  '•'  Committee  of  Admission  and  Discharge." 
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HYMN. 

WRITTEN    FOR   THE   PUPILS   OF   THE  PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION  FOR 
THE   INSTRUCTION   OF  THE   BLIND. 

I. 

O,  thou  great  and  gracious  Being  ! 

To  all  creatures  ever  kind  ! 
Source  of  vision  to  the  seeing, 

Friend  and  Father  of  the  Blind  ! 

2. 

Joys  of  sight !  they  are  denied  us  : 

Let  thy  holy  will  be  done  ! 
In  our  blindness  thou  wilt  guide  us, 

Thou,  O  God,  our  Light,  our  Sun  ! 

3- 
Thro'  the  sounds  that  fall  and  linger 

On  the  eager,  list'ning  ear  ; 
Thro'  the  quick-discerning  finger, 

Bidding  darkness  disappear ; 

4- 
Thro'  the  friends  whom  thou  hast  given, 
And  whose  hearts  thy  love  controls, 
.  Thou  art  pouring  down  from  Heaven, 
Learning's  light  upon  our  souls  ! 

5- 
Now,  no  ills  our  hearts  shall  sadden, 

They  shall  know  no  painful  fears  ; 
Though  our  eyes  no  sun-beams  gladden, 

They  shall  stream  no  more  with  tears. 
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ORIGINAL  COMPOSITION  BY  A  PUPIL. 

LINES   ON   OCCASION   OF   THE   DEPARTURE  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE 
INSTITUTION  TO  THE  SOUTH,  FOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF  HIS  HEALTH. 

Farewell  !    Ah,  must  that  mournful  sound 

Awake  the  echoes  of  these  halls  ; 

And  shades  of  sadness  gather  round, 

Where  now  the  light  of  gladness  falls  ? 

Farewell ! — What  volumes  are  express'd  ! 

What  depth  of  feeling  in  that  word  ! — 

But  feeling's  tide  must  be  suppress'd, 

And  only  Reason's  voice  be  heard. 

Be  mem'ry,  fancy,  silent  there  ; — 

Bring  not  so  vividly  to  view 

The  scenes  of  active,  anxious  care, 

We  witness'd,  when  our  friends  were  few. 

When  he,  whose  absence  we  must  mourn, 

With  youth,  and  health,  and  hope  elate, 

Laugh'd  all  our  timid  doubts  to  scorn, 

And  eheer'd  us  to  achievements  great. 

And  oh  !  paint  not  that  honor'd  form, 

So  changed,  so  languid ;  say  not  why  : 

For  we,  with  fortitude  would  arm 

Our  hearts,  to  quell  each  selfish  sigh, 

And  say  farewell ! — Oh  !  haste  away  ! — 

Go,  seek  those  genial  southern  bowers, 

Where  healthful  zephyrs  wildly  stray, 

'Mid  verdant  shades,  and  over  flowers. 

There  seek  that  long  denied  repose, 

Thy  wearied  spirit  must  require  ; 

And  may  each  perfum'd  breeze  that  blows, 

With  vig'rous  health  thy  frame  inspire. 

And  when  the  gentle  voice  of  Spring 

Resounds  from  stream,  and  grove,  and  plain, 

Her  mild  invitation  mingling 

With  ours,  to  call  thee  home  again, 

Still  may  the  bright  and  buoyant  wing 

Of  health,  thy  ev'ry  step  attend, 

Till  these  glad  halls  with  welcome  ring, 

To  our  returning  guide  and  friend. 

Sarah  Miner,  Pupil  of  the  Institution. 

Nov.  19,  1838. 
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STATEMENT 

OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  BLIND  PERSONS  IN  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYL- 
VANIA :  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES  CENSUS  OF  183O,  IN  THE 
FOLLOWING    COUNTIES,   VIZ  : 


Adams 7 

Allegheny 21 

Armstrong 10 

Beaver 8 

Bedford 8 

Berks ....    24 

Butler 3 

Bradford , 3 

Bucks 8 

Cambria 3 

Centre 2 

Chester 27 

Clearfield 2 

Columbia 10 

Crawford 1 

Cumberland 3 

Delaware 6 

Dauphin 14 

Erie 5 

Franklin 9 

Fayette 23 

Greene 12 

Huntingdon 6 

Indiana     2 

Jefferson 1 

Lancaster 20 


Carried  up 


Brought  up 238 

Lehigh 3 

Luzerne 8 

Lycoming 3 

Lebanon  9 

Mercer 16 

Mifflin 7 

M'Kean 1 

Montgomery 14 

Northampton 13 

Northumberland 4 

Philadelphia  City 25 

Philadelphia  County  .  .  32 

Perry 2 

Potter 1 

Schuylkill 5 

Susquehanna :  6 

Somerset 9 

Tioga   3 

Union 8 

Venango 2 

Washington  ...    19 

Warren     3 

Westmoreland 15 

Wayne 1 

York 28 


238  475 

Coloured  persons 28 


Total 503 


From  inquiries  made  in  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts, 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  number  of  Blind  in  both 
these  States, 'is  much  larger  than  that  stated  in  the  census. 
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FORM  OF  A  LEGACY. 

.  I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  unto  The  Pennsylnania 
Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  located  in 
Philadelphia,  and  their  successors,  forever,  (if  real  estate)  all 
that  &c.     (If  personal)  the  sum  of,  &c. 


All  legacies  and  donations  intended  to  promote  the  ex- 
tension of  the  printing  department,  and  to  aid  in  supplying 
the  indigent  Blind  with  books,  should  specify  that  particular 
object. 


Contributions  and  donations,  will  be  received  by  the 
Treasurer,  at  No.  112  Market  street,  or  by  either  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
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DEATH  OF  MR.  FRIEDLANDER. 

While  the  foregoing  report  was  passing  through  the  press 
the  Board  of  Managers,  in  common  with  the  whole  com- 
munity, were  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  which  society 
has  sustained  in  the  death  of  the  benevolent  Principal  of  the 
Institution.  He  returned  from  the  South  on  the  8th  of 
March,  and  died  on  Sunday  the  17th,  at  the  Institution — 
the  noble  monument  of  his  successful  labours, — surrounded 
by  the  grateful  hearts  of  those  in  whose  welfare  all  his  feel- 
ings had  been  so  deeply  interested, — and  with  all  the  atten- 
tions and  comforts,  that  devoted  and  sympathizing  friends 
were  able  to  bestow. 

Impressive  funeral  services  were  performed,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  20th,  before  the  inmates  of  the  house,  the  officers 
of  the  Institution  and  a  large  number  of  friends  ;  after  which 
the  interment  took  place  at  the  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  upon  learning 
the  melancholy  intelligence,  are  appended. 


At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind, 
held  on  the  18th  inst.,  John  Vaughan,  Esq.,  President,  in 
the  chair,  and  T.  Learning  Smith,  Secretary. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  Benjamin  W. 
Richards,  Esq.,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Board  having  been  informed  that  Mr.  Julius  R. 
Friedlander,  the  first  Principal  of  the  Institution,  died  on 
the  17th  inst,  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  A.  M.;  and  anxious 
to  record  their  sense  of  his  personal  worth,  his  amiable  dis- 
position, and  his  signal  services  in  the  cause  of  the  Blind, 
adopt  the  following  resolutions  : 
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Resolved,  That  in  the  decease  of  Mr.  Friedlander,  the 
members  of  the  Board  recognize  the  loss  of  a  man  of  most 
estimable  disposition,  refined  and  elegant  mind,  and  of 
devoted  and  intelligent  assiduity  to  the  benevolent  objects 
of  the  Institution,  in  the  original  establishment  of  which  he 
was  so  active  an  agent,  and  over  which  he  has  presided 
since  its  formation. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Vaughan,  Mr.  Waterman,  Dr.  Kirk- 
bride,  Mr.  Pennington  and  Mr.  Kane,  be  a  committee  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  interment  of  Mr.  Friedlander, 
and  to  devise  and  execute  an  appropriate  memorial  of  his 
character  and  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Board  will  attend  his 
funeral  in  a  body,  and  that  the  Corporators  of  this  Institu- 
tion be  invited  to  unite  with  them  in  this  tribute  of  respect. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Patterson, 

Resolved,  That  B.  W.  Richards,  Esq.,  be  requested  to 
prepare  a  necrological  notice  of  Mr.  Friedlander,  to  be 
preserved  among  the  archives  of  the  Institution. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Meigs, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  under  the 
second  Resolution  be  instructed  to  communicate  to  the 
relatives  of  Mr.  Friedlander,  an  expression  of  the  sym- 
pathies of  the  Managers  of  the  Institution  and  a  copy 
from  the  records  of  their  action  on  the  occasion  of  his 
decease. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Morris,  Resolved,  That  the  proceedings 
of  this  meeting  be  published  in  the  daily  papers. 

John  Vaughan,  President. 
T.  Leaming  Smith,  Secretary. 
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The  following  beautiful  lines,  which  appeared  in  the  National  Gazette 
of  this  city,  on  the  igth,  are  so  appropriate  that  no  apology  is  needed 
for  inserting  them,  in  connectioji  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Managers. 

DEATH    OF   J.    R.    FRIEDLANDER. 

Lines  suggested  by  the  decease  of  J.  R.  Friedlander,  the  Prin- 
cipal of  "the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the 
Blind,"  who  departed  this  life  on  the  17th  of  March,  1839. 

Calm  and  serene  broke  forth  the  ray 
That  usher' d  in  the  holy  day  : 

The  outward  World  was  still — 
Yet  drooping  sadness  greets  the  morn, 
And  deep  felt  sighs  from  hearts  forlorn 

Bespeak  some  fearful  ill. 

A  gracious  spirit's  pass'd  away — 
Free'd  from  the  frail  and  feeble  clay 

In  which  it  was  inurn'd  ; 
While  tears  from  sightless  eyes  descend 
In  sorrow  for  the  much-lov'd  friend 

Whose  heart  for  them  had  yearn'd. 

He  came  from  realms  beyond  the  sea — 
Mov'd  by  a  holy  sympathy 

For  woe  of  every  kind  ; 
On  mercy's  errand  still  intent 
He  seemed  the  chosen-one — the  sent — 

To  bless  the  helpless  blind. 

Far  from  his  home  and  native  land, 
He  drew  around  a  little  band, 

Whose  orbs  were  darkly  seal'd  ; 
And  as  attrition  sends  out  gleams 
Of  strange  and  bright  magnetic  beams, 

Was  light  to  them  reveal'd. 
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That  Mental  and  that  Moral  light, 
Whose  import  far  exceeds  the  sight 

To  mortal  vision  given  ; 
And  thus,  attun'd  by  mind  and  heart, 
To  rayless  eyes  did  he  impart 

Glimpses  of  truth  and  heaven. 

His  soul  was  eager  to  pursue 

The  work  that  he  had  plan'd  to  do — 

Forgotten  was  his  frame  ; 
He  thought  but  of  his  strength  of  mind 
Which  fill'd  with  love  to  all  mankind 

Glow'd  with  undying  flame. 

But  fragile,  frail,  he  sank  apace — 
His  sand  had  nearly  run  its  race, 

When  hope,  with  radiant  eyes, 
Allur'd  his  ardent  Spirit  forth, 
To  leave  awhile  the  frigid  north, 

And  trust  to  southern  skies. 

Vain,  vain,  alas  !  the  southern  ray— 
His  steps  retrace  the  weary  way  ; 

And  like  the  wandering  dove, 
He  seeks  the  Home  of  rest  and  peace, 
Where  his  pure  soul  may  seek  release 

Amidst  the  arms  of  love. 

His  course  is  ended — and  we  mourn 
Not  him  who  in  the  silent  urn, 

Is  free  from  care  and  pain  ; 
But  mourn  we  for  the  sightless  band 
Who've  lost  that  kind  directing  hand 

They  ne'er  shall  feel  again. 

A  friend  has  gone,  whose  life  was  true  ; 
And  tho'  his  days  and  years  were  few, 

His  deeds  will  grow  more  bright, 
As  after  Time  of  him  will  say, 
He  clear'd  a  mental  night  away, 

And  gave  the  Blind  their  sight. 
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REPRINT  OF 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


MANAGERS 


OF   THE 


Pennsylvania  Institution 


FOR   THE 


INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND, 


LOCATED  IN  PHILADELPHIA, 


N.  W.  CORNER  OF  SCHUYLKILL  THIRD  AND  SASSAFRAS  STREETS. 


March  2,  1840, 


Seventh 

ANNUAL  MEETING 


OF    THE 


CONTRIBUTORS. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Contributors  to  the  "Pennsylvania 
•Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  held  at  the 
Hall  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  March  2nd, 
1840, 

John  McAllister,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  Dr. 
Kirkbride  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  with  the 
Accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  were  read  and  accepted,  and 
directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Contributors.  The 
meeting  then  proceeded  to  an  election  for  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Price,  having  been  ap- 
pointed Tellers,  declared  the  following  gentlemen  unani- 
mously elected  : 


OFFICERS 


OF    THE 


PENNSYLVANIA    INSTITUTION    FOR    THE 
INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

FOR    1840. 


President. — John  Vaughan. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Nathan  Dunn,  Edward  Coleman, 

John  A.  Frown,  Benjamin  W.  Richards. 

Treasurer. — Oliver  Fuller. 

Corresponding  Secretary. — J.  Francis  Fisher. 

Recording  Secretary. — James  W.  Paul. 

Consulting  Physician. — Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.  D. 

VISITING  PHYSICIANS. 
Caspar  Morris,  M.  D.     Thos.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.  D. 

MANAGERS. 

Richard  Price,  A.  G.  Waterman, 

John  U.  Fraley,  Wm.  Ashbridge, 

George  Handy,  Lewis  R.  Ashhurst, 

Edward  Pennington,  Franklin  Peale, 

John  K.  Kane,  George  Laws, 

Robt.  M.  Patterson,  T.  Leaming  Smith. 

On  motion  adjourned. 

John  McAllister,  Chairman. 
Attest — T.  S.  Kirkbride,  Secretary. 
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SEVENTH  ANNUALREPORT 


TO   THE 


CONTRIBUTORS 


TO  THE 


Pennsylvania  Institution   for  the  Instruction 

of  the  Blind. 


In  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  their  Charter,  the 
Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction 
of  the  Blind,  present  to  the  Contributors  their  Seventh  An- 
nual Report. 

The  number  of  pupils  is  fifty-four,  and  is  numerically  the 
same  as  at  the  time  of  the  last  Report. 

H.  Jewett  Gray,  of  Virginia,  and  Sarah  Miner,  of  Chester 
County,  Pennsylvania,  both  pay  pupils,  have  returned  to  the 
homes  of  thek  parents.  William  H.  Churchman,' from  Dela- 
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ware,  is  now  engaged  in  giving  lessons  in  music  on  his  own 
account,  and  William  Graham,  of  Philadelphia  County,  has 
been  appointed  Instructor  of  Music  in  the  Virginia  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind. 

In  each  of  these  pupils  the  Institution  has  reason  to  be 
proud,  and  their  teachers  and  the  Board,  in  restoring  them 
to  their  friends,  take  occasion  to  express  their  entire  appro- 
bation of  them  during  their  whole  course.  They  carry  a  new 
happiness  with  them  into  their  domestic  circles — and  the 
teacher  we  have  sent  to  the  blind  in  another  State  will  do 
honour  to  the  place  of  his  education. 

A  filth  pupil,  who  was  found  imbecile,  was  returned  to 
his  parents. 

The  Institution  has  also  lost,  by  death,  Lewis  Beaumont, 
of  Philadelphia,  the  only  pupil  who  has  died  within  its  walls. 
He  was  thirty  years  of  age  and  chiefly  employed  in  the 
manufacturing  department,  where  he  was  industrious  and 
useful.  His  loss  is  regretted  for  his  amiable  deportment 
and  his  kind  and  considerate  attention  to  the  younger  pupils. 

Five  new  pupils  have  been  admitted  during  the  year  as  will 
appear  in  the  appended  list,  and  as  it  will  there  be  seen,  there 
are  at  present  forty-two  from  Pennsylvania,  of  whom  forty- 
one  are  supported  by  the  State  ;  three  from  Delaware,  four 
from  New  Jersey,  four  from  Maryland  ;  all  supported  by 
these  States  ;    and  one  pay  pupil  from  South   Carolina. 

The  progress  in  the  various  branches  of  learning,  in 
music,  and  in  the  Mechanical  Arts  has  been  altogether  sat- 
isfactory, and  the  discipline  of  the  School  has  been  credit- 
able both  to  the  teachers  and  to  the  pupils.  It  is  peculiarly 
gratifying  to  the  Managers  that  severity  has  never  been  found 
necessary,  and  punishments,  even  of  the  mildest  kind,  are 
rare ;  and  it  is  the  more  remarkable  as  most  of  the  pupils 
have  been  sent  to  them  without  any  habits  of  industry  or 
application,  and  many  of  them  had  arrived  at  a  mature  age 
without  any  instruction  whatever.  This  gentle  system  of 
discipline  owes  its  success  in  no  small  measure  to  him  who 
established  it,  the  excellent  Mr.  Friedlander,  who  will  be 
remembered  with  affectionate  gratitude  as  long  as  this  insti- 
tution shall  exist.     Other  opportunities  having,  been   taken 


to  testify  our  grief  and  our  high  estimation  of  his  virtues 
and  talents,  and  a  biographical  notice  by  one  of  our  Board 
having  been  ordered  to  be  printed,  it  only  remains  to  say 
that  we  have  taken  means  to  supply  his  place  and  have 
every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  by  which 
Dr.  Rhoads  is  at  the  head  of  the  Institution  as  Superintend- 
ent. Mr.  Jones  is  Assistant  Teacher.  Mr.  Rasche,  Instruct- 
or of  Music.  Miss  Nichols,  Teacher  of  the  Girls.  Mrs- 
Rhoads,  Matron.  Mr.  Meyer,  Teacher  of  the  Handicrafts, 
and  Mr.  Haverstein,'his  assistant;  to  all  of  whom  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Board  is  due  for  the  zeal  and  fidelity  with 
which  their  respective  trusts  have  been  fufilled.  The  month- 
ly exhibitions  give  evidence  to  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  pro- 
gressive improvement  of  the  pupils,  and  their  public  con- 
certs at  the  Museum  have  won  high  commendation  for  their 
musical  attainments.  In  the  Manual  Labor  department  there 
has  been  a  great  improvement  during  the  last  year.  The 
articles  manufactured  are  now  of  a  superior  quality  and  their 
sales  including  what  has  been  supplied  for  use  in  the  Insti- 
tution amount  to  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-three 
dollars  and  sixty -three  cents,  which,  according  to  a  calcula- 
tion of  the  superintendent,  exceeds  by  nearly  three  hundred 
dollars  the  expense  of  that  department. 

The  printing  press  has  been  less  active  than  might  have 
been  desired,  but  cannot  be  charged  with  idleness,  having, 
besides  the  monthly  publication  of  the  Students'  Magazine, 
completed  since  the  last  report,  two  large  volumes  of  selec- 
tions from  standard  authors,  the  conjugations  of  French 
verbs  and  some  minor  articles.  Mr.  Snider,  who  has  charge 
of  this  department,  having  invented  a  method  of  printing 
music  for  the  use  of  the  pupils,  is  now  engaged  in  preparing 
a  collection  of  sacred  music.  The  Institution  has  exchanged 
its  publications  with  the  blind  school  of  Glasgow  and  has 
ordered  the  importation  of  a  sufficient  number  of  all  the 
works  from  its  press,  as  the  same  character  is  used  in  that 
institution  and  books  are  printed  at  a  lower  price  than  can 
be  afforded  here. 

The  Superintendent  has  also  with  great  ingenuity  con- 
trived some  maps  for  the  Blind,  which  obviate  many  diffi- 


culties  in  imparting  a  knowledge  of  Geography,  and  he 
expects  to  obtain  in  the  course  of  this  year,  diagrams  and 
other  machinery  for  the  tangible  illustration  of  Natural  Phi- 
losophy. 

There  has  been  much  sickness,  though  not  generally  se- 
vere, during  the  last  year ;  but  the  devoted  and  efficient 
attentions  of  the  physicians,  aided  by  the  establishment  of 
lodges  for  the  sick  (connected  with  the  main  building,  and 
where  they  can  enjoy  the  benefits  of  quiet  and  retirement, 
incompatible  with  the  activity  and  bustle  incident  to  so  nu- 
merous a  family),  have  been  happily  successful,  and  good 
health'now  prevails  in  the  Institution. 

On  the  whole,  the  Institution  has  prospered  in  all  its  de- 
partments and  the  happiness  and  improvement  of  the  pupils 
are  still  the  reward  of  the  benevolence  which  founded  and 
continues  to  support  it. 

The  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  will  exhibit  the  state  of  its 
finances,  shewing  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents,  making  the  actual  expen- 
ditures in  all  the  departments  of  the  Institution,  fourteen 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  five 
cents,  which  includes  six  hundred  dollars  interest,  on  a  bond 
due  John  Bohlen,  Trustee,  for  ten  thousand  dollars.  From 
this  sum  too,  nearly  two  thousand  dollars  are  to  be  deducted, 
as  the  income  derived  from  the  printing,  music  and  manu- 
factory. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  from  the  next  year's  income  must 
be  repaid  to  the  Permanent  Fund  the  sum  of  four  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents, 
besides  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars, 
the  proceeds  of  sales  of  real  estate  ;  these  appropriations 
having  been  rendered  necessary  in  order  to  release  the  rear 
of  the  lot  of  the  mortgage  before  mentioned  and  to  erect 
the  lodges  for  the  sick.  This  the  Board  will  be  enabled  to 
do,  as  the  executors  of  Mr.  Birch,  have  within  a  few  weeks 
delivered  to  the  Institution  the  personal  property  of  our 
benefactor. 

The  Board  trusts  that  their  fellow  citizens  will  not  be  de- 
terred from  continuing  their  interest  in  the  Institution,  from 


the  belief  that  it  has  been  rendered  independent  of  their  aid 
by  the  generosity  of  this  gentleman.  Owing  to  the  charac- 
ter of  its  investment,  his  gift,  though  munificent,  is  less  pro- 
ductive than  might  have  been  anticipated  from  its  amount, 
and  will  not  enable  the  Board  to  meet  the  indispensable 
expenditures  of  the  Institution,  unaided  by  the  bounty  of 
the  Legislature  and  the  benevolence  of  the  individual  con- 
tributors. 

JOHN  VAUGHAN,  President. 
T.  Leaming  Smith,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  March  2,  1840. 


Oliver  Fuller,   Treasurer  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Dr. 


1839. 

March  1,  To  balance  on  hand,       ..... 
"     amount  received  from  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey,                $  807  70 

"     amount  rec'd  from  Maryland  709  00 

"     Delaware,  583  33 

"  "  "     Com.  of  Penna.,      8,100  31 


To  am't  rec'd  from  Pay  Pupils,  $  820  50 

"  for  Annual  Contributions,     427  44 

"  "  from  Donations,  116  52 

"     Exhibitions,  190  73 

"  "  from  sales  of  Mdse.,     1,023  IX 

"  "  for  sale  of  articles 

from  Fair,  &c, 

To  am't  rec'd  from  sales  of  Books, 

Magazine,  and  Music, 
To  am't  received  from  interest  on 
Mortgages,     .... 

To  amount  rec'd  from  sale  of  Real 
Estate  to  L.  Brechemin , 


$  789  68 


10,200  34 


43  13 

190  66 

210  00 

3,022  09 

• 

489  50 

14,501  61 


1840 
March  2,  To  Balance, 


lii3  56 


Errors  excepted. 


OLIVER  FULLER,  Treasurer. 
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Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind. 

Cr. 

By  orders  drawn  by  the  Board,  and  chargeable 
follows,  viz. : 


I.  Salaries,         .... 

$  4,»45  97 

2.  School,           .... 

680  59 

3.  Manufacturing, 

1,148  99 

4.  Printing,        .... 

968  37 

5.  Building,       .... 

582  43 

6.  Clothing,       .... 

474  68 

7.  Special,           .... 

2,566  64 

8.  Maintenance, 

3,120  38 

tf 

14,388  05 

iP 

The  items  making  the  sum  of  $2,| 

;66  64,  char- 

ged  as  "  Special  "  (7),  are  as 

follows,  viz. : 

Interest  on  Bond  for  $10,000, 

$  600  00 

Insurance,  $36  00;  Maps,  $13  00, 

49  00 

Monument  for  Mr.    Friedlander, 

$225  00;  Model  for  Monument 

to  Mr.  Birch,  $20  00, 

245  00 

Fuel,  Coal,  Wood, 

511   32 

Furniture,  including  that  for  sick 

rooms, 

196  23 

Expense  for  Virginia  Institution, 

38  38 

Windows  and  opening  new  doors, 

143  95 

Printing  and  Binding  Report, 

83  27 

Water  Rent  for  two  years,  $70,  $70 

and  $10,     ..... 

150  00 

Order  in  favour  of  Miss  Nichols, 

100  00 

Tin  and  Queen's  Ware, 

59  4o 

Sundry  small    items  at  the  Insti- 

tution,          

390  00 

$2,566  44 
Balance,         .  113  56 


$14,501  61 


Examined  and  found  correct, 


R.  W.  Richards,  | 

A.  G.  Waterman,  >-  Committee  of  Finance. 

Nathan  Dunn, 
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List  of  Pupils  in  the  Institution, 

MARCH  2ND,  1840. 


NAME. 

Abraham  Marsh, 
Sarah  Marsh, 
Theodore  Myers, 
Mary  Ann  Mallett, 
William  Hatz, 
Beniah  Parvin, 
John  B.  Martindale, 
Richard  Guyn, 
Mary  E.  Nimiviller, 
Hannah  Gillem, 
Hannah  Newborough, 
Joseph  Ramsey, 
Elizabeth  Solomon, 
Philip  Feterow, 
Mary  E.  Wiley, 
Eli  Wheelan, 
Mary  V.  Roberts, 
Rachel  Laird, 
Eliza  A.  Howell, 
Jonathan  Dyer, 
Nicholas  Thompson, 
Samuel  Pyle, 
James  Buchanan, 
Lydia  Marsh, 
Matilda  Hankins, 


WHERE   FROM. 

Philadelphia  City, 

do 

do 
Philadelphia  County, 
Lancaster  County, 
Delaware  State, 
Charleston,  (S.  C.) 
Bucks  County, 
Philadelphia  County, 
Franklin  County, 
Chester  County, 
Philadelphia  County, 
Bucks  County, 
York  County, 
Maryland  State, 
Lancaster  County, 
Philadelphia  County, 
Centre  County, 
New  Jersey  State, 
Bucks  County, 
Montgomery  County, 
Philadelphia  City, 
Delaware  State, 
Philadelphia  City, 
New  Jersey  State, 


WHEN  ADMITTED. 

1833.  March  25th 

do 
do 
April  zc)th 
June  3d 
July  1 6th 
Nov.  6th 
April  1 2  th 
May  1 2th 
May  1 6th 
Sept.  6th 
Nov.  15th 
1835.     May  13th 
Sept.  12th 
Sept.  8th 

1834.  June  24th 

1835.  Nov.  28th 
April  22d 

1836.  May  10th 
April  23d 
Sept.  6th 
Nov.  1st 
Nov.  1 2th 
Nov.  18th 
Nov.  23d 
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Elizabeth  Adolph, 
John  Burris, 
Sarah  A.  Dandy, 
Charles  Torrens, 
William  Keim, 
Patrick  Kelly, 
Elizabeth  A.  Fennimore, 
Maria  Gill, 
Samuel  McGiffin, 
Maiy  Donelly, 
Eliza  Ann  Haines, 
John  Robinson, 
Henry  Boyer, 
Marcia  Finney, 
Jacob  Berry, 
George  Laws, 
Charles  Kandel, 
Anne  Fithian, 
Emma  Westly, 
John  Shule, 
Rebecca  E.  Lafleur, 
Maria  Jones, 
Elvina  Wasley, 
Hugh  Coyle, 
Margaret  Turner, 
Matthew  Monaghan, 
George  Lafferty, 
John  Lawrence, 
Andrew  Seler, 


Philadelphia  County,    1837.     Jan-  20th 

do  Feb.  1st 

New  Jersey  State,  April  nth 

Philadelphia  County,  April  13th 
do  do 

do  April  22d 

New  Jersey  State,  May  4th 

Philadelphia,  May  25th 

Huntingdon  County,  May  30th 

Philadelphia,  June  16th 

Lancaster  County,  May  — , 

do  March  6th 

Berks  County,  Oct.  26th 

Luzerne  County,  Nov.  7th 

Chester  County,  Sept.  14th 
Philadelphia,                  1838.     Jan.  2d 

Schuylkill  County,  Jan.  5th 
Bridgeton,  N.  J.,                      .  March  15th 

Philadelphia,  April  16th 

Baltimore,  May  22d 

do  do 

Philadelphia,  June  20th 

do  Sept.  4th 

Pittsburg,  Nov.  3d 
Baltimore,                       T839-     March  12th 

Erie,  Pa.,  May  13th 

Philadelphia  County,  August  5th 

Salem  County,  N.  J.,  Sept.  17th 

Philadelphia  City,  Nov.  23d 
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ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 

In  every  case  of  application  for  the  admission  of  a  pupil 
into  this  Institution,  answers  are  to  be  given  in  writing  to 
the  questions  contained  in  the  printed  form,*  adopted  by  the 
Board  of  Managers.  The  applicant  is  then  always  examined 
by  one  of  the  Visiting  Physicians,  upon  whose  certificate 
being  given  that  the  case  is  one  of  incurable  blindness,  and 
in  other  respects  suitable  for  the  Institution, — the  Committee 
make  the  necessary  subsequent  arrangements  and  issue  their 
order  for  the  reception  of  the  individual  as  a  pupil  of  the 
Institution.  It  is  desirable  that  those  entering  the  school, 
should  not  be  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  sixteen  years 
of  age. 

The  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
New  Jersey,  and  Maryland  have  made  provision  for  the 
education  of  portions  of  the  Indigent  Blind,  residing  in  their 
several  States.  Applicants  for  the  bounty  of  either  of  the 
above  named  Commonwealths,  must  conform  to  the  requisi- 
tions and  acts  of  their  respective  Legislatures,  before  they 
can  be  admitted. 

For  the  information  of  applicants  from  a  distance,  the 
names  and  directions  of  the  "  Committee  of  Admission,"  and 
of  the  Visiting  Physicians  are  appended. 

COMMITTEE    OF    ADMISSION    AND    DISCHARGE. 

EDWARD  PENNINGTON,  No.  96  South  Fourth  Street. 
RICHARD  PRICE,  No.  133  Market  Street. 
WM.  ASHBRIDGE,  No.  321  Arch  Street. 

VISITING    PHYSICIANS. 

CASPAR  MORRIS,  M.  D.,  Chestnut  Street,  near  Broad. 
THOMAS  S.  KIRKBRIDE,  M.  D,  No.  94  Arch  Street. 

*This  printed  form  for  applicants  for  admission,  and  all  other  information 
relative  thereto,  will  be  given  upon  application,  personally  or  by  letter,  (post 
paid)  to  either  of  the  members  of  the  "  Committee  of  Admission  and  Dis- 
charge." 
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FORM  OF  A  LEGACY. 

I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  unto  The  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  located  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  their  successors,  forever,  (if  real  estate)  all  that 
&c,  (If  personal)  the  sum  of,  &c. 


All  legacies  and  donations  intended  to  promote  the  exten- 
sion of  the  printing  department,  and  to  aid  in  supplying 
the  indigent  Blind  with  books,  should  specify  that  particular 
object. 


Contributions  and  donations  will  be  received  by  the  Trea- 
surer, at  No.  112  Market  Street,  or  by  either  of  the  members 


of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  MEMOIR 


OF 


JULIUS  R.    FRIEDLANDER. 

Written  by  Benjamin  W.  Richards,  Esq.,  in  compliance  with 
a  Resolution  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  "  Pennsylva- 
nia Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind!' 

Julius  R.  Friedlander  was  born  in  Upper  Silesia,  in  the 
year  1803,  of  Jewish  parentage.  He  received  instruction  in 
a  private  school  at  Breslau  ;  and  in  1821,  was  sent  to  the 
Academy  at  Dresden.  He  afterwards  repaired  to  Leipsic, 
for  the  benefits  of  the  University  of  that  city. — While  at 
Leipsic,  he  entered  the  Christian  Church,  became  occupied 
in  private  tuition,  and  not  long  after  appears  to  have  directed 
his  mind  to  a  preparation  for  the  object  to  which  he  subse- 
quently devoted  himself. 

The  principal  occupation  in  which  he  appears  to  have 
been  engaged,  was  that  of  Tutor  and  Instructor  in  the  family 
of  the  Prince  of  Furstenberg,  whose  confidence  and  respect 
he  seems  to  have  entirely  secured.  Of  the  early  life  of  Mr. 
Friedlander,  no  important  incidents  are  known  to  the  writer  ; 
and  it  is  mainly  with  reference  to  his  efficient  and  benevolent 
action  since  he  came  amongst  us,  that  an  attempt  is  made  to 
record  some  memento  of  his    merit.     The   effectual    relief 
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which  he  saw  afforded  to  the  apparently  hopeless  and  help- 
less destitution  of  theblind,  through  the  systems  invented  and 
adopted  in  Europe,  seems  to  have  concentrated  the  benevo- 
lent impulses  of  Mr.  Friedlander,  and  directed  them  to  that 
class  of  sufferers,  as  demanding  his  peculiar  solicitude  and 
exertion.  He  therefore  selected  our  country  as  unoccupied 
ground,  and  addressed  himself  to  our  city  as  the  field  upon 
which  to  develope  his  object,  and  execute  his  plans.  It  was 
as  fortunate  for  the  cause  that  impelled  him  hither,  as  it  was 
creditable  to  himself,  that  he  came  with  the  single  and  ex- 
clusive design  of  establishing  a  School  for  the  Instruction  of 
the  Blind. — His  was  not  the  spirit  of  the  adventurer,  nor  did 
he  adopt  this  scheme  because  he  found  other  modes  of  oc- 
cupation or  of  personal  advancement  difficult  of  access  ;  but 
actuated  by  a  true  and  practical  philanthropy,  he  came  to 
carry  out  a  plan  which  he  had  carefully  considered,  maturely 
weighed,  and  deliberately  determined  on,  before  he  left  Eu- 
rope.— Accordingly,  he  had  visited  many  of  the  Institutions 
for  the  Blind  in  Europe,  and  resided  for  a  considerable  time 
in  the  School  at  Paris.  He  was  therefore  qualified  for  his 
undertaking,  prepared  to  avail  himself  of  all  essential  aids, 
and  entitled  to  demand  in  advance,  the  confidence  and  re- 
liance of  those  whose  support  was  important  to  the  cause. 
His  personal  integrity,  his  intellectual  attainments,  his  moral 
and  social  habits,  and  his  direct  preparation  for  the  work, 
were  all  presented  in  proper  relief  at  the  outset.  His  posi- 
tion thus  fortified,  gave  assurance  of  success,  while  it  illus- 
trated the  character  of  the  man,  and  the  genuine  nature  of 
his  philanthropy.  There  is  an  ephemeral  and  irregular  sen- 
sibility, an  hasty  and  unstable  impulse  of  benevolence  some- 
times exhibited  in  similar  undertakings,  the  result  of  which 
is  too  often  a  deep  wound  to  the  friends  whom  it  has  en- 
listed, and  a  fatal  blow  to  the  cause  it  has  embarked  in. 
His  was  happily  a  zeal  guided  by  knowledge,  and  an  ardour 
tempered  by  sound  discretion.  Accordingly,  no  attraction 
withdrew  him  for  a  moment  from  his  purpose,  no  obstacle 
dismayed  him  ;  nor  did  he  falter  because  notoriety  or 
celebrity  did  not  attend  his  early  efforts.  He  commenced 
with  a  single  pupil ;  and  in  the  seclusion  of  his  own  cham- 
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ber,  with  admirable  patience,  he  devoted  laborious  hours  by 
day  and  night  to  his  instruction.  His  success  with  this 
pupil  was  so  rapid  and  so  remarkable,  as  to  attract  the  live- 
ly interest  and  animated  support  of  those  who  witnessed  it. 
From  that  moment,  our  venerable  President,  whose  heart 
had  been  devoted  to  the  object,  triumphed  in  the  conclusion 
that  a  school  for  the  Blind  was  secured.  Upon  the  opening 
of  the  school,  this  aptitude  of  Mr.  Friedlander  was  evinced 
by  the  rapid  improvement  of  the  pupils,  the  exact  discipline 
of  the  school,  and  the  apparent  contentment  of  all  the  in- 
mates.— A  rare  excellence  of  this  Teacher  was,  his  quick 
apprehension  of  the  characters  and  temperaments  of  his 
several  pupils ;  to  which  he  added  an  intelligent  and  dis- 
criminating sympathy  with  their  peculiar  embarrassments, 
and  a  patient  and  affectionate  forbearance.  His  authority 
was  eminently  that  of  affection,  powerful  and  prevailing  for 
all  purposes  of  order  and  obedience  ;  and  rarely  if  ever 
calling  to  its  aid,  even  the  most  moderate  physical  force. 
This  spirit,  the  spirit  of  Christian  charity,  "  which  suffereth 
long  and  is  kind,"  bore  abundantly  its  happy  fruits.  He 
secured  in  a  remarkable  degree,  the  filial  or  fraternal  confi- 
dence and  attachment  of  all  the  pupils  ;  and  was  enabled  to 
exhibit  a  family,  originally  of  rude,  untutored  and  discor- 
dant members,  animated  by  a  pervading  spirit  of  fraternal 
kindness,  of  cheerful  sensibilities,  and  of  striking  intellectual 
activity,  He  has  left  the  impress  of  his  government  upon 
the  school;  and  those  who  would  contrast  the  Pennsylvania 
Institution,  with  other  similar  Institutions,  may  mark,  in 
addition  to  its  scholastic  merits,  an  active  cheerfulness,  a 
real  contentment  and  a  confiding  temper,  influencing  the 
pupils  toward  each  other,  and  towards  their  teachers  and 
governors,  in  a  peculiar  manner.  It  is  the  impress  of  its 
first  Teacher,  of  his  own  kind  and  gentle  spirit ;  and  long 
may  it  endure  as  the  guardian  and  protector  of  the  Blind. 

Mr.  Friedlander  was  not  negligent  of  the  useful  arts  and 
occupations,  so  essential  as  a  branch  of  instruction  to  the 
future  welfare  of  the  Blind.  With  great  assiduity,  he  secur- 
ed their  instruction  in  Music,  and  guided  their  employment 
in  a  variety  of  mechanical  occupations  ;    and  was  alwavs 
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solicitous  that  each  should  acquire  some  art,  that  might 
prove  available  to  support  and  benefit  in  after  life. 

Having  been  thus  led  and  sustained  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  original  design,  the  foundation  under  the  auspices 
and  support  of  the  benevolent  in  this  city,  of  a  well-organized 
and  endowed  Institution  for  the  Blind,  he  was  not  long  per- 
mitted to  contemplate  the  work  of  his  hands.  A  hopeless 
malady  seized  upon  his  feeble  frame,  defied  the  skill  of  his 
physicians  and  the  action  of  the  most  genial  climates. 
After  a  voyage,  fruitless  of  benefit  to  his  sinking  body,  he 
returned  to  the  bosom  of  his  adopted  and  cherished  family 
at  the  Institution.  Denied  the  intercourse  of  early 
friends  and  kindred,  the  most  careful  solicitude  and  atten- 
tions were  not  wanting  in  his  declining  hour.  He  lingered 
for  a  few  days,  his  spirit  greeted  by  grateful  voices,  and 
solaced  by  the  sound  of  melodies  which  himself  had  tuned. 
On  the  17th  of  March,  1839,  he  sank  tranquilly  to  death, 
not  unwept  or  unhonoured.  Sightless  eyes  shed  tears  of 
unbidden  and  ingenuous  sorrow  over  a  parent  and  a  brother  ; 
and  the  benevolent  of  a  philanthropic  city,  felt  and  acknowl- 
edged that  a  good  spirit  had  departed. 

Mr.  Friedlander  was  a  man  of  education,  of  courteous 
manners,  of  extensive  reading,  and  of  cultivated  taste  in  let- 
ters and  the  arts.  All  that  he  was  and  all  that  he  possessed, 
he  concentrated  to  a  holy  purpose. 

In  the  centre  of  a  spot  in  a  neighbouring  Cemetery,  de- 
voted as  a  burial  place  for  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  there 
rises  in  simple  and  an  ornamented  beauty,  a  lofty  shaft,  in- 
scribed with  the  name  of  "  FRIEDLANDER  :  "  and  as  the 
stranger  visits  the  spot,  he  will  rejoice,  that  amidst  the 
monuments  that  are  commanded  to  rise  in  commemor- 
ation of  wealth,  of  science,  of  social  and  of  public  merit,  the 
humble  but  enlightened  labours  of  the  practical  philanthrop- 
ist are  not  forgotten  :  and  if  he  should  visit  the  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  he  will  there  witness  in  its  efficiency 
and  success,  the  more  enduring  monument,  which  is  destined 
to  embalm  and  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Friedlander. 
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REPORT. 


The  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Instruction  of  the  Blind  respectfully  present  to  the  Con- 
tributors their  Report  for  the  year  which  has  just  closed. 

The  number  of  pupils  at  present  in  the  Institution  is 
59;  of  these  43  are  from  Pennsylvania,  8  from  Maryland, 
1  from  Delaware,  1  from  South  Carolina,  1  from  Georgia, 
and  1  from  the  District  of  Columbia.  Their  names  are 
given  in  the  annexed  list.  The  pupils  from  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  one  of  those  from  Pennsyl- 
vania are  supported  by  their  friends. 

The  income  during  the  past  year,  exclusive  of  that 
from  the  "  Birch  Legacy,"  has  been  $13,810  74,  and 
the  expenditures  $15,607  20,  presenting  a  deficiency  to 
be  supplied  from  the  legacy  fund,  of  $1,796  46.  The 
income  of  this  fund  during  the  past  year  has  fallen  to 
$7,108  68,  and  must  undergo  a  further  reduction  from 
the  nature  of  the  investments  in  which  the  fund  was 
received  from  our  benefactor.  The  surplus  of  the 
receipts  from  the  "  Birch  Legacy"  fund,  over  the  deficit 
in  the  general  account,  was  last  year  $5,102  09,  and  is 
this  year  $5,414  31.  The  particulars  of  the  expenditures 
and  receipts  upon  both  accounts  will  be  found  in  the 
reports  of  the  Treasurer,  hereto  appended. 


Important  changes  have  been  made  during  the  past 
year  in  the  internal  organization  of  the  Institution,  and 
others  are  in  progress.  After  a  thorough  examination 
of  the  condition  of  the  instruction,  the  Board  determined 
to  appoint  a  Principal  Teacher,  and  called  Mr.  D.  B. 
Tower,  of  Boston,  to  fill  the  situation.  This  gentleman 
was  favorably  known  at  home  as  one  of  the  most  efficient 
teachers  of  the  Public  Grammar  Schools,  and  his  zeal 
and  ability  have  already  been  fully  shown  in  the  new 
sphere  of  action  in  our  Institution.  In  December  last 
Mr.  E.  C.  Jones  resigned  his  place  of  Assistant  Teacher 
with  a  view  to  devote  himself  exclusively  to  Theological 
studies.  Under  the  advice  of  the  Principal  Teacher, 
the  Board  determined  to  provide  a  Male  and  Female 
Assistant,  their  joint  salaries  not  to  exceed,  at  present, 
that  paid  to  the  former  Assistant  Teacher.  Mr.  Hall 
Grandgent,  of  Philadelphia,  was  appointed  to  one  of  the 
places  thus  created,  the  other  yet  remains  vacant.  The 
other  officers  of  the  Institution  remain  the  same  as  at 
the  last  report. 

Before  taking  charge  of  the  department  of  instruction, 
Mr.  Tower,  at  the  request  of  the  Board,  visited  the 
Institutions  for  the  instruction  of  the  Blind  at  Boston, 
Hartford  and  New  York,  and  made  reports  upon  the 
results  of  his  examination.  During  the  Christmas  vaca- 
tion, he  again  visited  the  schools  of  New  York  and 
Boston.  The  results  of  these  comparisons,  and  of  the 
intimate  knowledge  which  Mr.  Tower  has  obtained  of 
the  attainments  and  characters  of  our  own  pupils  and  of 
the  effect  of  the  system  of  our  School  in  its  different 
departments,  have  been  communicated  to  the  Board,  and 
have  led  to  the  impression  that  our  Institution  may  be 
reorganized  upon  a  plan  uniting  greater  efficiency  and 
economy  than  its  present  arrangement.  A  Committee 
appointed  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration  has  fully 
examined   it  and   presented   a   report  which   leaves   no 


doubt  of  the  expediency  and  practicability  of  a  re- 
organization. A  committee  of  organization  has  accord- 
ingly been  directed  to  carry  out  these  views,  and  should 
the  new  Board  entertain  the  same  opinions  with  us,  a 
plan  for  a  new  organization  of  the  Institution,  to  take 
effect  from  the  commencement  of  the  School  year,  will 
be  presented  for  their  consideration. 

Respectfully  submitted 
On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  by 

BENJ.   W.    RICHARDS,  Vice-President. 
T.   Mason  Mitchell,  Sec'ry. 


LIST   OF   PUPILS   IN   THE   INSTITUTION, 
MARCH    I,   1842. 


Names. 
Sarah  Marsh, 
Theodore  Myers, 
Mary  Ann  Mallett, 
William  Hatz, 
Beniah  Parvin, 
John  B.  Martindale, 
Richard  Guyn, 
Mary  E.  Nuniveller, 
Hannah  Gillem, 
Eli  Whelan, 
Hannah  Newborough, 
Joseph  Ramsey, 
Elizabeth  Solomon, 
Philip  Feterow, 
Mary  E.  Wiley, 
Mary  V.  Roberts, 
Rachel  Laird, 
Jonathan  Dyer, 
Samuel  Pyle, 
Matilda  Hankins, 
Elizabeth  Adolph, 
John  Burris, 
Sarah  Ann  Dandy, 
William  Keim, 
Patrick  Kelly, 
Eliz.  A.  Fennimore, 
Maria  Gill, 
Samuel  McGiffin, 
Mary  Donelly, 
John  Robinson, 


1835. 


Where  from. 
Philadelphia  City, 

do. 
Philadelphia  County, 
Lancaster  County, 
Newcastle,  Del. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Bucks  County,  1834 

Philadelphia  County, 
Franklin  County, 
Lancaster, 
Chester  County, 
Philadelphia  County,    . 
Bucks  County, 
York  County, 
Maryland, 

Philadelphia  County, 
Centre  County, 
Bucks  County, 
Philadelphia  City, 
New  Jersey, 
Philadelphia  Co. 

do. 
New  Jersey, 
Philadelphia  County, 

do. 
New  Jersey, 
Philadelphia, 
Huntington  County, 
Philadelphia, 
Lancaster  County, 


When  admitted. 


1833.    March  25th. 
do. 
April  29th. 
June  3d. 
July  1 6th. 
Nov.  6th. 
April  12th. 
May  1 2th. 
May  1 6th. 
June  24th. 
Sept.  6th. 
Nov.  15th. 
May  13th. 
Sept.   12th. 
Sept.  8th. 
Nov.  28th. 
April  22d. 

1836.  April  23d. 
Nov.   1  st. 
Nov.  23d. 

1837.  Jan.  20th. 
Feb.  1  st. 
April  nth. 
April  13th. 
April  2 2d. 
May  4th. 
May  25th. 
May  30th. 
June  16th. 
March  6th. 


Names. 
Henry  Boyer, 
Marcia  Finney, 
Jacob  Berry, 
George  Laws, 
Charles  Kandel, 
Anne  Fithian, 
Emma  Westby, 
John  Shule, 
Rebecca  E.  Laffeur, 
Maria  Jones, 
Elvina  Wasley, 
Hugh  Coyle, 
Margaret  Turner, 
George  Lafferty, 
John  Lawrence, 
John  Lankford, 
John  Jones, 
M.  Bennis  Clark, 
Sarah  E.  Whittington, 
John  James, 
Hugh  McClaen, 
Bartimeas  Crane, 
Maria  Foote, 
John  F.  Wendell, 
James  A.  Porter, 
Wm.  R.  Fortescue, 
Sarah  Lynch, 
Cyrus  Dubbs, 
David  Ireland, 


Where  from. 
Berks  County, 
Luzerne  County, 
Chester  County, 
Philadelphia, 
Schuylkill  County, 
Philadelphia, 

do. 
Baltimore, 

do. 
Philadelphia, 

do. 

do. 
Baltimore, 

Philadelphia  County 
Salem  County,  N.  J. 
Annapolis,  Md. 
Berlin,  Md. 
Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, 
Allegheny  Town, 
Mauch  Chunk, 
Georgia, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Luzerne  Co.,  Pa. 
Perry  Co. 
Philadelphia, 
Hagerstown,  Md. 
Lebanon,  Pa. 
Philadelphia, 


When  admitted. 
Oct.  26th. 
Nov.  7th. 
Sept.  14th. 

1838.  Jan.  2d. 
Jan.  5th. 
March  15th. 
April  16th. 
May  22d. 

do. 
June  20th. 
Sept.  4th. 
Nov.  3d. 

1839.  March  12th. 
August  5th. 
Sept.  17th. 

1840.  June  7th. 
Oct.  23d. 
Nov.  5th. 
Nov.  8th. 
Dec.   14th. 

1841.  Jan.  8th. 
March  1st. 
May  1  st. 
June  4th. 
July  7th. 
July  16th. 
July  22d. 
Sept.  20th. 
Dec.  6th. 


U 


k° 


^3 


o 
o 

o        o 

cs  O 

CN  o 

\c       6 

■   cr 

-     •    W 


CD 

.a 


"-  a 

CD  3 

u 

pi  +-I 

a  w 


o 


0) 

a 


dej£ 

a   s-h 
O  *" 


2  8 


'  CD 
>-  CD 
CD  *J 

>-  a 


5-.     N 


O    C^CD 

rt 


o  o 

o,  -- 
—  c  > 


o 

o 


vDNOO'O'O^O 

T^-hH    Tj-  l-H     »-*  vO  VD  vD 

^f  C4  vO    "3"VC    *-i    lOOD 
M    O   ION   NM^O   fC 

IO        m  M    ro 


bjo 


a  rt 

< 


•°    CO 

^^ 

rt  jd 
^  rt 
T3   CD 

v-  a, 

CD    2 


en        "b«M  ^Lr  = 
h  ci  to4  iovd"  t>-cc" 


O 


O    CD 

Bin 


QJ    NO 


^3 


O 
vo 


bJO  p<x  _ 

rt  -G    CD   _C 
G   CJ   v- 


CD    iO 

+-1  v£)  - 


o 

IO 
00 


o 


O 

o  o 

vo  o 

CD  ^> 


n.2 


in    C 
CD    C 
'— 
CD  \fi 

•4-1     ""N 

C  VO 


a  £ 

en  *— 


CO    rt 


8 
so 


O     CN     rO  O     O     O 
tN     m     ro  rf    O     O 


inr^Ov£)OOi-00> 
rOt^VOOOOO>0^ 


Ov  <*  n-  o 


O    loo    r^co    m   vo   vo 
iO  VO     rO    (n    Cfi    N    NCO 

IO     M  M     VD 


O    CO 

O       M 

O     O 


CD 


CD 


C 

rt 


CD 

rt 

55 


o 


a 

Ti  c    a 
a 


*a  g 

^^ 
^  a 
Oh  a 


b/} 
rt 


0)    S 
.2     CD 

a    a 


in  a 
a  o 
o   w 


rt 

v 

'— 

CD 

5 


a  -C 
o 


CD 


t/S  c?5 


o  o 


T3 
CD     U 

u    rt 

g     CD 

^3    rt  4h 

a  ri;   o 


t/;     rt 

CD     ? 


^    O 

6 


-    x  13    a 

G  W 


jo 


CD 


.■a  >- 

+j  CD 

a  >_i 

1-1  o 


a 

en 
>>  rt 
U     CD 

CD 


«  S  « 

a  .a  u 

S  m  a 

O  rt 

a  S  rt 

rt  O  ^ 

s- 

o  ^  o 


On 


O 


LO 


<* 
LO 

co 


VO 
O 


t^ 

^t 


CT-, 


CO  to         ro 

m  co 


VO 


<3- 

lO 


O 


c 
o 

f-H 


10 

v£5 

LO 

co 
o  10 


3 
bjO  Q 

"35  ;— , 


O    D   "5     . 
vc   >  r^  i— 


bJO  cd 

r-      L_ 


OJ    lO— 


a  vo  ^  d  s 


rc 


- 


>,^x 


,i_i   <d 

J-    t/3 

o  c 

p  <u 
57  ex 

-v  x  ■ 


o 

LO 


.5     ••=! 
<D    On    ~ 

3  g>co 

2   m  w 
ct    <D 

tuo.S  w> 
.g.O.S 

'5/3  **3 
U      !>" 


-  N  CD 
cO  il 
C\  rO-M 
1-1    D    <S 

cy.-H 


X  o 


§  ^.^-y-a- 


rO 
VO 


°   if 

0>  ^ 

LO   C 

CD 

b/DC- 
C   X 


™co 

ON  M 


rt 


Urn    S    C 


c  o 


5  c 


rO 

o> 

r^ 

CT\ 

o 

CO 

CM 

so 

0 

_ 

CO 

J> 

CO 

*** 

cti 

L^ 

w 

K 

CD 

J 

U- 

1— 1 

D 

ct 

[in 

1) 

0) 

> 

s  o 


CD 

c 

,0 
>> 


CN     (J 

co  ct 


< 

^ 

^ 

z 

^ 

< 

•*^ 

r= 

'  ~~ 

Csi 

ts 

_ 

W 

s 

en 

< 
> 

<3 

„ 

< 

*> 

U 
CD 

y 

6 

O 

u 

S 

H3 

^  ■ 

w 

cs 

O 

M-H 

^r> 

< 

-a 

r^ 

3 

T3 

CD 

_C 

*r- 

C 

rt 

X 

W 

10 


TREASURER'S  REPORT  ON  THE  BIRCH  FUND. 

The  undersigned,  agreeably  to  the  Resolution  of 
February  14,  1842,  requesting  the  Treasurer  "to  present 
a  detailed  account  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Birch  Fund," 
Reports,  that, 

The  amount  of  proceeds  of  Real  Estate,  bequeathed  by 
Mr.  Birch,  and  realized  previous  to  October  30,  1839, 
at  which  time  the  Securities  were  handed  over  by  the 

Executors,  was  -  -  -       $5,290  58 

The  income  and  receipts  from  October  30, 

1839,  to  March  1,  1841,  was      -  11,322  62 

The  income  for  the  year  ending   March    1, 

1842,  was  -  7,108  68 

The  sum  of  $5,000  was  also  received  in  pay- 
ment of  Certificate  of  Stocks  from  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania    -  -  -  5,000  00 

$28,721   88 

Of  this  sum,  $10,000  was  used  in  extin- 
guishing the  Mortgage  on  the  Buildings  of 
the  Institution    -  10,000  00 


Leaving  to  the  credit  of  the  Fund,  on  the 

Books    -----     $18,721 


The  market  value  of  the  Securities  on  28th 

February  last,  was  -  $76,150  75 

The  estimated  income  of   the  year,   ending 

March  1,   1843,  is  $4,202  00 

and  may  prove  to  be  much  less  than  this  sum. 

Very  respectfully,       • 

OLIVER  FULLER,  Treasurer. 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  Report  was  written,  it  has  been 
ascertained  that  the  American  Insurance  Company  will 
declare  no  Dividend  this  spring.  The  income  of  the 
"  Birch  Fund,"  will  not,  therefore,  probably  amount  to 
$3,600  for  the  current  year. 
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Oliver  Fuller,   Treasurer  of  the  "Birch  Legacy."1 


1841. 

March  1, 
5, 

10, 
April     1, 

12, 


Mav 


July 


16, 

24, 

6, 

15, 


28, 
2 

l£ 
21, 


Aug.    13, 

14, 

Sept.      4, 


Oct. 


Nov. 


14, 

2, 

15, 

26, 

27, 

3, 

7, 


1842. 
Jan'y  10, 

12, 

Feb'y    3, 

15, 

17, 

21, 


DR. 

To  balance,  ..... 

Interest  on  J.  Hug-lies'  bond,     . 

do.  H.  S.  Tanner's  bond, 

do.  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Comp'v 

Loan  of  March  2,  1840,  reed,      . 
Interest  on  March  loan,  10  days, 
Dividend  of  American  Fire  Insurance  Co.   . 
Interest  of  bond  L.  Brechemin, 

do.  C.  <k  S.  Kearney, 

Dividend  of  Germ.  <fc  P.  Turnpike  Co. 

do.  C.  H.  <fc  S   H.  Turnpike  Co. 

do.  Chel.  c*c  W.  G.  Turnpike  Co.  (Nov.) 

do.  do.  do. 

Interest  on  bond  J.  Scheidel,     . 

do.  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.    . 

Dividend  Union  Insurance  Co.  iJan'y) 

do.  do. 

Dividend  Philad'a  &  Lancaster  Turnpike  Co. 
Premium  on  §54  in  specie,  3  per  ct. 
Interest  on  F.  Brown's  mortgage, 

do.  J.  Hughes'  bond,     . 

do.  Glenn  6c  Johnson's  mortgage,     . 

Dividend  on  Philad'a.  Wilmington  &  Bait.  R.  R. 
Interest  on  Ditto  (loan) 

do.  Pennsylv'a  State  Loan, 

Premium  on  specie,  3  per  cent.. 
Interest  on  H.  S.  Tanner's  bpnd, 

do.  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.    . 

Dividend  of  American  Fire  Insurance  Co. 
Interest  on  bond  L.  Brechemin, 

do.  do.         J.  Scheidel, 

do.  do.        C.  <fc  S.  Kearney, 

Dividend  of  Germantown  iS:  P.  Turnp   Co. 

do.  Chest.  Hill  Sz  Sp.  House  Turnp.  Co. 

do.  Chelt.  <fc  W.  G.  Turnp.  Co. 

Interest  on  Glenn  &.  Johnson's  mortgage,     . 

Dividend  of  Union  Insurance  Company, 

Interest  on  J.  Hughes'  bond,     . 
do.  F.  Brown's  mortgage, 

do.  Pennsylv'a  State  Loan,     . 

Premium  on  specie,  4%  per  cent., 

Interest  on  Franklin  Institute  Loan, 


CR. 


1841. 

April    16,  By  cash,  to  Treasurer  of  Institution,  for  instruction  of 
the  blind,  applied  to  payment  of  bond  and  mort- 
gage held  by  John  Bohlen,  Esq.,  trustee,  . 
1842. 

March   1,  To  balance,         ....... 


$11,322  62 

30  00 

180  00 

772  98 

5,000  00 

333  33 

658  35 

45  00 

22  50 

4  80 

79  80 

48  00 

60  80 

60  00 

772  98 

57  00 

57  00 

3^4  00 

1  62 
600  00 

30  00 
132  00 
52  50 
10  50 
75  00 

2  25 
180  00 
772  98 
548  62 

45  00 
60  00 
22  50 
4  50 
73  50 

68  80 
132  00 

57  00 

30  00 
600  00 

75  00 

3  27 
25  00 

$23,431  30 


10,000  00 
$13,431  30 


OLIVER   FULLER, 

Treasurer,  "Birch  Legacy." 
Philad'a.  March  1,  1842. 
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The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
late  Board  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer 
relating  to  the  "  Birch  Legacy,"  &c. , 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  faithfully  examined  the  account  referred  to 
them,  and  find  the  same  correct,  both  as  to  charge  and  dis- 
charge ;  the  balance  in  the  Treasurer' s  hands  at  the  closing 
thereof  being  that  stated  in  said  account,       $13,431   30. 

The  Committee  have  further  inspected  the  evidences 
of  property,  including  certificates  in  the  possession  of 
the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  report  thereon,  that  they 
consist  of  the  same  items  as  are  set  forth  in  the  Report 
of  Messrs.  Price  and  others,  a  special  Committee  of  the 
Board,  made  February  27,  1841. 

The  Committee  report  in  addition,  that  the  moneys  in 
the  Treasurer's  hands,  having  been  withdrawn  from  the 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania  in  anticipation  of  the  late  failure 
of  that  Institution,  have  not  since  been  placed  in  special 
deposite.  It  will  be  for  the  Board  to  consider,  whether 
the  existing  circumstances  of  most  of  the  Banking  In- 
stitutions of  Philadelphia  make  it  proper  to  modify  in 
any  degree,  the  By-Law  requiring  the  moneys  of  the 
Institution  to  be  deposited  in  a  Chartered  Institution. 
It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  present  Treasurer,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  funds  of  the  Corporation  as  they 
stand  at  this  time,  has  executed  a  Bond  in  the  sum  of 
$5000,  which  the  Committee  present  herewith,  and  has 
also  made  a  mortgage,  the  Certificate  of  the  record  of 
which  accompanies  the  Bond. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  K.  KANE, 
JOHN  U.  FRALEY, 
J.  FRANCIS  FISHER. 

April  6th,  1842. 
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At  the  Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Contributors  to 
the  "PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE 
INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND"  held  at  the  In- 
stitution, March  7th,  1842, 

James  Taylor,  Esq. ,  was  called  to  Preside — and  Jacob 
Snider,  Jr.,  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  for  the 
past  year,  with  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  embracing 
receipts  and  general  expenditures,  and  the  statements  of 
receipts  from  the  "  BIRCH  LEGACY,"  to  March  1st, 
1842,  were  read  and  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snider,  it  was 

Resolved, — That  the  Board  of  Managers  be  au- 
thorized, if  they  shall  see  fit,  to  annex  a  salary  to  the 
offices  of  the  Recording  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  or 
either  of  them,  and  to  receive  security  for  the  performance 
of  the  duties  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Patterson  it  was 

Resolved, — That  the  Annual  Report  now  submitted, 
with  the  accompanying  accounts,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Finance  of  the  Managers,  thereon,  be 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  to  be  printed  for 
distribution. 

The  Meeting  then  proceeded  to  an  election  of  Officers 
for  the  ensuing  year.  Messrs.  J.  K.  Ka?ie  and  A.  D. 
Bache  were  appointed  Tellers,  and  reported  that  the 
following  named  gentlemen  were  unanimously  elected 
officers  for  1842. 


14 
PRESIDENT. 

NATHAN    DUNN. 

VICE    PRESIDENTS. 

Benjamin  W.  Richards,  Richard  Price, 

Robert  M.  Patterson,  M.  D.,      A.  Dallas  Bache,  LL.  D. 

TREASURER. 

OLIVER    FULLER. 

CORRESPONDING    SECRETARY. 

J.  FRANCIS  FISHER. 

RECORDING   SECRETARY. 

HENRY  W.  SAFFORD. 

CONSULTING   PHYSICIAN. 

CHARLES  D.   MEIGS,  M.  D. 

VISITING    PHYSICIANS. 

W.  Poyntell  Johnson,  M.  D. ,        William  Pepper,  M.  D. 

MANAGERS. 

John  U.   Fraley,  Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  M.  D. 

John  K    Kane,  J.  Mason  Mitchell, 

Albert  G.  Waterman,  Peter  McCall, 

Franklin   Peale,  Henry  M.  Watts, 

George  Laws,  Hon.  Edward  King, 

Samuel  Breck,  Frederick  Fraley. 

When  the  Meeting  adjourned. 

JAMES  TAYLOR,  Chairman. 
Jacob  Snider,  Jr.,  Sec'ry. 
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At  the  first  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  the 
following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Standing  Committees  of  the  Board  for  1842-3. 

Committee  of  Finance. 

Samuel  Breck, 
John   K.   Kane, 
Henry  M.  Watts. 

Executive  Committee. 

Albert  G.  Waterman, 
Richard   Price, 
Oliver  Fuller, 
Thos.   S.  Kirkbride, 
T.  Mason  Mitchell. 

Committee  of  Instruction. 

A.  Dallas  Bache, 
Robt.   M.  Patterson, 
Benj.  W.  Richards, 
J.  Francis   Fisher, 
Edward  King, 
Peter  McCall. 

Committee  of  Admission  and  Discharge. 

Frederick  Fraley, 
Franklin   Peale, 
Henry  W.  Safford. 

Ladies'   Committee. 

Mrs.  R.  Price, 
"     CD.  Meigs, 
"     B.  W.   Richards, 
"     R.  M.  Patterson, 
"     J.   K.  Kane, 
"     A.  G.  Waterman. 
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BOOKS 

Published  by  the  "Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  instruction  of  the  blind." 

Gospel  of  Mark.      160  pages,  4to.      1833. 

Early  Days  of  George  Washington.      71  pages,  8vo. 

1834. 

Die  Ostereier,  (German.)    84  pages,  folio  cap.     1838. 

Ruth  and  Esther.     50  pages,  folio  cap.     1838. 

Guide  to  Spelling.     86  pages,  folio  cap.     1838. 

Proverbs  of  Solomon.     96  pages,  folio  cap.     1838. 

Auswahl,  (German.)     44  pages,  folio  cap.     1839. 

Select  Library  for  the  Blind.    5  vols.,  100  pages  each, 
folio  cap.     1839. 

Students'  Magazine,  (periodical.)    3  vols. ,  100  pages 
each,  folio  cap.     1838,  1839,  and  1840. 

French  Verbs.     25  pages,  full  size  cap  sheet. 

Church  Music.     94  pages,  full  size  cap  sheet.     1840. 

Psalms  and  Hymns.   68  pages,  full  size  cap  sheet.    1840. 

This  volume  contains  one  hundred  and  fifty  Psalms 
and  Hymns,  most  commonly  used,  and  appropriate  for 
the  blind  ;  adapted  to  the  selection  of  Church  Music 
The  second  volume  of  Church  Music  is  in  the  press,  and 
will  be  of  the  same  size  and  number  of  pages  as  the  first 
volume. 


ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 

In  every  case  of  application  for  the  admission  of  pupils 
into  the  "  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of 
the  Blind,"  answers  are  to  be  made  in  writing  to  the 
following  questions  ;  to  which  the  attestation  of  some 
respectable  Physician  or  Clergyman,  and  of  one  or  more 
individuals  of  respectability,  to  whom  the  applicant  is 
known,  should  be  subjoined.    Pupils  are  not,  in  general, 
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admitted  into  the  Institution,  under  the  age  of  seven  nor 
over  sixteen  years.  If  the  requisite  answers  be  forwarded 
to  the  Institution,  the  relatives  or  friends  of  the  applicant 
will  be  informed  whether  he  or  she  shall  be  admitted, 
and  if  so,  at  what  time,  and  upon  what  terms.  The 
agreement  in  writing,  annexed  hereto,  must,  in  all  cases, 
be  entered  into,  at  the  time  of  admission,  by  the  parent, 
guardian,  or  other  friend  of  the  pupil,  to  receive  him  or 
her  back,  whenever  the  Board  of  Managers  may  find  it 
necessary  to  direct  the  removal  of  the  pupil,  for  what- 
ever cause,  from  the  Institution. 

The  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, New  Jersey,  and  Maryland  have  made  provision 
for  the  education  of  portions  of  the  indigent  blind,  re- 
siding in  their  several  .States.  Applicants  for  the  bounty 
of  either  of  the  above-named  Commonwealths  must 
conform  to  the  requisitions  and  acts  of  their  respective 
Legislatures,  before  they  can  be  admitted. 

Questions,  to  be  carefully  and  correctly  answered. 

i.    What  is  the  name  of  the  applicant? 

2.  Where  and  when  born?  (the  year,  month,  and 
day  of  his  birth.  ) 

3.  What  are  the  names  of  parents? 

4.  Are  they  at  present  living  ? 

5.  Where  do  they  reside  ? 

6.  What  is  the  nearest  post-town  to  direct  to  ? 

7.  Is  totally  blind? 

8.  If  not,  what  degree  of  vision  does  possess  ? 

9.  Was  born  blind  ? 

10.  If  not,  at  what  period  did  become  blind? 

11.  What  was  the  cause  of  blindness? 

12.  Is  of  sound  health,  and  of  sufficient  mental 
and  bodily  capacity  to  receive  instruction  ? 

13.  Has  the  full  use  of  hands  and  fingers  ? 

14.  Has  ever  received  any  instruction,  and  what 
sort? 
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15.  In  what  way  has  been  employed? 

16.  Have  proper  medical  efforts  been  used  to  restore 
sight  ? 

17.  Is  the  blindness  deemed  incurable? 

18.  Has  ever  been  subject  to  fits,  or  ever  had,  or 
has  now,  any  scrofulous,  cutaneous,  or  other  disorder, 
which  might  be  communicated  to  the  other  pupils  ? 

19.  What  has  been  the  general  character  or  moral 
conduct  and  disposition  of  the  applicant  ? 

20.  Is  of  a  kind  and  docile  temper  ? 

21.  Has         any  peculiarities  of  disposition  ? 

22.  Has         ever  strolled  about,  to  obtain  a  livelihood? 

23.  Was  brought  up  in  the  house  of  parents 
or  friends,  and  by  whom  ? 

24.  What  are  the  present  pecuniary  means  of  the 
parents,  or  those  relatives  or  friends,  having  charge  of 
the  applicant  ? 

25.  Could  they  pay  any,  and  what  amount  annually, 
towards  support  and  education  ? 

26.  Of  what  religion  are  the  applicants,  or  their  parents 
or  friends,  and  to  what  place  of  worship  do  they  desire 
their  to  go  ? 

27.  Have  they  other  children  blind?  and  if  so,  state 
the  cause  of  blindness. 

Certificate,  to  be  signed  by  individuals  who  know,  and 
recommend  the  applicant  for  admission. 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify,  from  personal 
knowledge  of  the  above  applicant,  and  the  circumstances 
of  relatives  and  friends,   that  the  answers  to  the 

foregoing  questions  are  true. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  day  of  184 

N.  B.  The  subscribing  parties  to  the  above  are  re- 
quested to  add  their  abodes  and  occupations. 
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Agreement  to  be  executed  upon  Admission  being  granted 
to  the  Applicant. 

The  undersigned  hereby  engages  to 

receive  back  from  '  'The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  whenever         shall 

be  removed   from   the   same,    either   from   having  been 
sufficiently  instructed,  or  for  misconduct,  or  any  other 
cause  ;  and  also,  to  furnish  the  requisite  clothing  pre- 
scribed by  the  Board  of  Managers,  at  the  time  of 
entrance,  and  during  continuance  in  the  Institution. 

Witness  hand  ,  this  day  of  184 

Witness  at  signing  and  delivery. 

Parent,  Guardian,  or  friend,  as  surety. 


FIFTEENTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 


OF   THE 


MANAGERS 


OF   THE 


PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 


FOR   THE 


INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND, 


PKESENTED  TO  THE  CORPORATORS 


At  their  Annual  Meeting,  March  6th;  1848- 


'■«■•♦♦»- 


PHILADELPHIA: 
KING  &  BAIRD,  PRINTERS,  9  GEORGE  STREET. 

1848. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CORPORATORS 


AT    THEIR 


ANNUAL  MEETING,  MARCH  6,  1848. 


At  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Corporators  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  held  at  the  Institution 
on  Monday,  March  6,  1848,  at  4  P.  M,— 

Benjamin  W.  Richards,  was  called  to  the  Chair ;  and 

Theodore  Cuyler,  appointed  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  was  then  presented  by  Mr. 
Richards,  and  on  motion  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  next  Board  of 
Managers  to  be  printed. 

The  following  Resolution  was  offered  by  the  Hon.  Judge  King. 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  persons  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the .  expediency  of  altering  and  amending  the  third  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  this  Institution,  as  to  the  terms  and  manner  in  which 
persons  may  hereafter  be  admitted  members  thereof.  And  that  the  said 
committee  report  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  contributors,  and  this  reso- 
lution being  considered  was  adopted.  Hon.  Edward  King,  Dr.  Caspar 
Morris,  and  Hon.  S.  Breck  were  appointed  committee  under  this 
resolution. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Jno.  K.  Kane  the  contributors  proceeded  to  the 
annual  election  of  officers  of  the  Institution.  Albert  G.  Waterman  and 
Isaac  Edelman,  Esqs.  acting  as  tellers. 

The  tellers  reported  the  names  of  the  following  gentlemen,  who  were 
thereupon  declared  to  be  duly  elected  officers  of  the  Institution,  to 
serve  during  the  ensuing  year. 


President. 
BENJAMIN  W.  RICHARDS. 

Vice-Presidents. 

R.  M.  PATTERSON,        JOHN  U.  FRALEY, 
SAMUEL  BRECK,  JOHN  K.  KANE. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
J.  FRANCIS  FISHER. 

Recording  Secretary. 
THEODORE  CUYLER. 

Treasurer. 
GEORGE  W. EDELMAN. 

Consulting  Physician. 
CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.D. 

Managers. 

A.  G.  Waterman,  Robley  Dunglison, 

Franklin  Peale,  Wm.  H.  Dillingham, 

Edward  King,  Alfred  L.  Elwyn, 

Frederick  Fraley,  Caspar  Morris,  M.D. 

Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  A.  V.  Parsons, 

Jacob  G.  Morris,  Evans  Rogers, 

John  C.  Cresson,  Wm.  Pepper,  M.D. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

B.  W.  RICHARDS,  Chairman. 

Attest, 

Theodore  Cuyler,  Secretary. 


COMMITTEES  FOR  THE    YEAR. 

Appointed  by  the  Board  of  Managers. 

FINANCE. 

Samuel  Breck,  John  K.  Kane, 

Frederick  Fraley. 

ADMISSION  AND  DISCHARGE. 

Franklin  Peale,  John  U.  Fraley, 

A.  V.  Parsons. 

INSTRUCTION. 

Robert  M.  Patterson.  Robley  Dunglison, 

J.  Francis  Fisher,  John  C.  Cresson, 

Alfred  L.  Elwyn. 

HOUSEHOLD. 

Albert  G.  Waterman,  Jacob  G.  Morris, 

Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  William  Dillingham, 

Edward  King. 

FEMALE  VISITERS. 

Mrs.  B.  W.  Richards,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Kane, 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Meigs,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Waterman, 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Patterson,  Mrs.  S.  Breck. 


OFFICERS    OF   THE    INSTITUTION, 

Principal, 
Joseph  R.  Fry. 

Assistant   Teachers. 
Thos.  S.  Martin,  Miss  Anna  Maria  Sargent. 

Assisting. 
Hannah  Gillem  (Blind,)  Matilda  Hankins  (Blind.) 

Teacher  of  Music. 
Frederick  Rasche. 

Assisting. 
Sarah  Ann  Dandy  (Blind). 


Blaster  of  Handicraft. 
C.  H.  Meyer. 

Mistress  of  Handicraft. 
Mrs.  Leah  Ann  Sharpless. 

Assisting, 
Rachel  Leard  (Blind). 

Matron. 
Mrs.  Eliza  White 

Printer  and  Storekeeper. 
Michael  Snider. 

Visiting  Physicians. 
A.  E.  Stocker,  Wm.  B.  Page. 


FIFTEENTH 
ANNUAL   REPORT 


<  m  •  o  > 


Penna.  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind.    ) 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  1848.  5 

In  presenting  the  usual  annual  report  to  the  contributors  and  the 
public,  the  managers  have  but  little  to  add  to  the  information  given  in 
former  reports.  The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  no  event  impair- 
ing the  prosperity  of  the  Institution,  or  retarding  its  progress  in  useful- 
ness. Under  the  care  of  the  usual  officers  and  assistants,  the  health  of 
the  pupils  has  been  carefully  attended  to,  their  moral  and  religious 
duties  faithfully  and  wisely  regarded,  and  their  appropriate  daily  occu- 
pations and  pursuits  maintained,  and  all  have  been  supervised  with 
intelligent  and  paternal  care  and  solicitude  by  the  late  principal  the 
Rev.  John  A.  Vaughan,  whose  exemplary  and  successful  management 
of  the  Institution  for  the  past  three  years,  rendered  his  resignation  a 
source  of  regret  both  to  the  managers  and  pupils.  The  resignation  of 
Dr.  Vaughan  having  been  accepted  with  reluctance,  the  Board  recorded 
their  sense  of  his  merits  by  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  entertain  the  highest  respect  for  the  cha- 
racter and  services  of  Dr.  Vaughan,  and  have  received  the  greatest 
satisfaction  from  his  entire  course,  while  the  important  interests  of  the 
Institution  were  committed  to  his  charge. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  respectfully  requested  to  continue  his  ser- 
vices as  Principal  until  a  successor  can  be  elected  by  the  Board,  and 
until  a  reasonable  time  be  allowed  such  successor  to  assume  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties. 

On  the  15th  of  November  they  appointed  Mr.  Joseph  R.  Fry  of 
this  city,  his  successor,  who  has  zealously  entered  on  the  duties  of  his 
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office.  During  the  past  year  a  legacy  of  $1000  has  been  received  from 
the  estate  of  the  late  Joseph  Price,  an  early  friend  of  this  Institution. 

Should  the  institution  thus  continue  to  be  remembered  by  its  friends 
the  board  may  soon  be  enabled  to  accomplish  an  object  which  their 
experience  proves  highly  desirable,  namely,  the  erection  and  mainten- 
ance of  an  establishment  for  the  daily  employment  in  handicraft  work 
of  the  adult  blind,  who  must  necessarily  be  separated  from  this  institu- 
tion, and  some  of  whom  remain  in  its  vicinity  often  without  proper 
opportunity  and  encouragement  for  that  kind  of  labour  which  is  best 
adapted  to  their  present  state  of  deprivation. 

The  annexed  statement  of  the  Principal  presents  a  Register  of  the 
pupils,  a  reference  to  their  course  of  instruction  in  its  various  depart- 
ments, and  some  details  of  the  results  of  the  handicraft  work,  and 
generally  such  information  as  may  be  desired. 

The  annual  accounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  treasurer, 
a  statement  of  the  property,  assets  and  income  of  the  Institution,  with  a 
distinct  account  of  the  Birch  Legacy,  examined  and  certified  to  by  the 
proper  committees  will  be  found  annexed. 

It  is  now  fifteen  years  since  this  institution  first  assembled  its  six  or 
seven  pupils  under  Julius  R.  Friedlander,  a  name  that  should  be  con- 
secrated in  the  hearts  of  the  blind,  and  of  the  friends  of  the  blind 
throughout  the  land. 

At  that  period  none  of  the  numerous  blind  in  this  commonwealth, 
or  in  the  adjoining  states,  had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  any  systematic 
instruction. 

An  institution  was  then  being  organized  in  New  York,  and  one  had 
already  been  liberally  endowed  in  Boston.  But  the  condition  of  blind- 
ness, especially  among  the  poor,  in  our  own  and  the  western  states  at 
that  period,  was  considered  one  of  almost  hopeless  destitution.  Since 
that  period  164  pupils  of  various  ages  have  been  under  instruction 
here,  82  are  now  in  the  Institution,  and  the  average  number  for  the  past 
four  years  has  been  75. 

There  have  been  16  admitted  during  the  past  year.  Of  those  who 
have  from  time  to  time  left  the  Institution,  it  is  satisfactory  to  know 
that  all  have  carried  with  them  the  means  of  self-reliance  and  usefulness, 
and  it  is  especially  gratifying  to  be  assured  that  not  a  few  have  proved 
themselves  efficient  and  competent  in  important  situations.  Institutions 
for  the  instruction  of  the  blind  have  since  been  formed  or  commenced 
in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Indiana. 

The  names  of  Wm.  H.  Churchman,  Wm.  Graham,  Joseph  Ramsey, 


Jewett  H.  Gray,  Samuel  McGiffin,  and  Sarah  Marsh,  former  pupils  of 
this  school,  will  be  found  creditably  connected  with  the  formation  of  the 
new  institutes,  and  we  cannot  withhold  the  following  extract  from  the 
last  report  of  the  trustees  of  the  Indiana  Institute,  not  doubting  that 
similar  testimonials  are  on  record  in  other  institutions. 

"  In  organizing  the  Institute,"  say  the  trustees  in  their  interesting 
report,  "  we  appointed  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Churchman  teacher  with  the 
powers  of  principal  for  one  year  from  such  commencement,  at  a  salary 
of  eight  hundred  dollars  a  year,  together  with  boarding  in  the  institute 
for  himself  and  family. 

"  With  the  faithful  and  judicious  discharge  of  his  undertaking  in  the 
agency  of  the  board,  and  the  favourable  commencement  of  the  operations 
of  the  institute  in  all  its  departments  under  his  direction,  we  are  highly 
gratified. 

"His  well  cultivated  mind  and  correct  deportment  give  encouraging 
evidence  of  what  may  be  done  for  the  blind,  as  well  as  for  their  capacity 
of  instructing  others,  and  these  are  much  increased  by  the  manifest 
talents  and  tact  of  such  of  the  assistants  as  we  have  appointed  for 
instruction  in  music  and  handicraft,  as  are  also  deprived  of  sight.  These 
assistants  are  Mr.  L.  L.  Newell,  Instructor  of  Music,  at  a  salary  of 
three  hundred  dollars,  from  the  Ohio  Institute.  Samuel  McGiffin, 
Assistant  Mechanic,  at  a  salary  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for 
the  first  year,  and  two  hundred  dollars  thereafter,  and  Sarah  Marsh, 
Assistant  teacher  of  Handicraft,  at  a  salary  of  fifty  dollars,  both  from  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution." 

The  Pennsylvania  school  had  its  origin  in  the  philanthropy  of  a 
number  of  our  fellow-citizens,  some  of  whom  are  still  amongst  us,  and 
was  promptly  and  liberally  patronized  by  the  constituted  authorities  of 
our  cherished  commonwealth. 

Its  success  and  extended  influence  are  referred  to  in  no  spirit  of  vanity, 
but  rather  as  a  grateful  tribute  to  the  memory  of  its  deceased,  and  to 
the  feelings  of  its  living  benefactors,  as  well  as  an  enduring  testimony 
to  the  truth  that  a  wise  and  practical  purpose  of  philanthropy,  executed 
in  the  spirit  of  fidelity,  is  a  perennial  fountain  which  pours  out  its  waters 
to  benefit  not  only  those  around  it,  but  carries  its  streams  far  off  in  the 
distance,  blessed  of  God,  and  welcome  and  healing  to  man. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Managers, 

B.  W.  RICHARDS,  President. 
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RECEIPTS  FROM  THE  BIRCH  LEGACY, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1847. 

Twelve  months' dividend  on  the  following  companies'  stock, 
viz. : 

Germantown  and  Perkiomen  Turnpike  Company,  $  9  50 
Cheltenham  and  Willow  Grove  Turnpike  Com- 
pany, .  .  .  .  128  00 
Chesnut  Hill  and  Spring  House  Turnpike  Com- 
pany,             .             .             .             .  147  00 
Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  Turnpike  Company,  189  00 

$473  50 

Sundry  dividends  from  the  Centre  Turnpike  Company's 

stock,  .....  21  50 

Twelve  months'  dividend  on  American  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany's stock,     .....  1,386  00 

Twelve  months'  interest  on  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany's stock  and  scrip,    .  .  .  .  40  80 

Twelve  months'  interest  on  Union  Canal  Company's  con- 
solidated certificates  of  interest  from  July,  1840,  to  July, 
1841,     ...... 

Two  years'  interest  on  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany's mortgage  Loan,    .... 

On  account  of  interest  on  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany's common  loan,       .... 

Twelve  months'  interest  on  Franklin  Institute  loan, 

Twelve  months'  ground  rent, 

Twelve  months'  interest  on  sundry  bonds  and  mortgages  at 
6  per  cent.,         .  .  .  . 


227 

46 

408 

16 

400 

00 

25 

00 

112 

50 

2,697 

54 

$5,792 

46 

GEO.  W.  EDELMAN, 

Treasurer- 
January  1st,  1848. 
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The  Committee  of  Audit  and  Inspection  respectfully  report,  that 
they  have  examined  the  evidences  of  property  belonging  to  "  The 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  now  in  the 
custody  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  they  find  the  same  to  be  as 
follows,  to  wit: 

1.  Deeds  and  other  Muniments  of  Title  to  the  Real  Estate  occupied 
by  the  Institution,  at  the  N.  W.  corner  of  Sassafras  and  Schuyl- 
kill Third  Streets. 

Knowles  Taylor  and  wife  to  the  Institution. 
*  Isaac  S.  Lloyd  and  wife  to  the  Institution. 

Policies  of  Insurance  issued  by  the  Philadelphia  Contributionship 
Insurance  Company — 

On  the  main  building  for  $12,000 

On  the  workshop  for  1,000 

Policy  of  Insurance  for  $9,000  by  the  Pennsylvania  Insurance  Com- 
pany on  Furniture  and  other  moveable  property  in  the  building  and 
workshops  of  the  Institution. 

2.    Bonds. 

1.  Bond  for  $1500,  secured  by  mortgage  and  by  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $800. 

2.  Bond  for  $2500,  secured  by  mortgage  and  by  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $1500. 

3.  Bond  for  $750,  secured  by  mortgage  and  by  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $800. 

4.  Bond  for  $1500,  secured  by  mortgage  and  by  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $500. 

5.  Bond  for  $6000,  secured  by  mortgage  and  by  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $4000. 

6.  Bond  for  $10,000,  secured  by  mortgage  and  by  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $4000. 

7.  Bond  for  $11,809.46,  secured  by  mortgages  and  by  Policy  of 
Insurance  for  $5000. 

8.  Bond  for  $2400,  secured  by  mortgage  and  by  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $1000. 

9.  Bond  for  $5500,  secured  by  mortgage  and  by  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $4000. 

*  Mem.  This  deed  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Waterman. 
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10.  Bond  for  $4500,  secured  by  mortgage  and  by  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $2000. 

3.    Ground  Rent. 

1.  Ground  Rent  for  $112.50  per  annum,  secured  by  Policy  of  Insur- 
ance for  $800  on  the  property  thereon  erected. 

4.    Stocks. 

1.  Certificate  No.  631,  for  19  shares  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany's Stock. 

2.  Certificate  No.  361,  for  231  shares  American  Fire  Insurance 
Company's  Stock. 

3.  Certificate  No.  214,  for  24  shares  Chesnut  Hill  and  Spring  House 
Turnpike  Road  Company's  Stock. 

4.  Certificate  for  16  shares  Cheltenham  and  Willow  Grove  Turnpike 
Company's  Stock. 

5.  Certificate  No.  609,  for  2  shares  Germantown  and  Perkiomen 
Turnpike  Company's  Stock. 

6.  Certificate  No.  1494,  for  5  shares  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company's  Stock. 

7.  Certificate  No.  126,  for  224  shares,  ($200  each,)  Union  Canal 
Company's  Stock,  and  fractional  certificate  No.  126  for  $32.10,  being 
the  consolidated  Stock  and  Loans  held  by  the  Institution  in  that  Com- 
pany. 

8.  Certificates  Nos.  851  and  858,  for  2  shares  Centre  Turnpike 
Company's  Stock. 

9.  Certificates,  (54  in  number,)  for  54  shares  Philadelphia  and  Lan- 
caster Turnpike  Company's  Stock. 

10.  Certificate  No.  47,  for  $100  St.  Paul's  Church  Stock. 

Sundry  Certificates  of  Stock  in  several  bankrupt  Insurance  Com- 
panies and  obsolete  associations,  which  the  Committee  believe  to  be 
worthless. 

5.  Loans. 

1.  John  Robinson  and  E.  W.  Whelan  for  $150,  late  pupils  of  the 
Institution. 

2.  Ten  certificates  of  $50  each,  5  per  cent,  loan  of  the  Franklin 
Institute. 

3.  Lehigh  mortgage  loan,  certificate  No.  438,  for  $3401.11,  at  6  per 
cent. 
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4.  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company's  loan,  certificate  for 
$24,031.69,  at  6  per  cent. 

6.  Scrip. 

1.  Certificate  No.  89,  for  $50,  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

2.  Certificate  No.  89,  for  $60,  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

3.  Certificate  No.  81,  for  $40,  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

4.  Certificate  No.  88,  for  $140,  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

7.  Evidences  of  Title  to  other  Real  Estate  of  the  Institution. 

1.  Deed — John  K.  Kane  and  others  to  the  Institution  for  lot  S.  E. 
corner  Schuylkill  Second  and  Summer  Streets. 

2.  Deeds — School  &  Faurest,  to  the  Institution,  for  real  estate  S. 
W.  corner  Schuylkill  Third  and  Summer  Streets. 

The  Committee  also  report,  that  they  have  carefully  examined  the 
Treasurer's  accounts  for  the  year  ending  January  1st,  1848,  and  have 
compared  the  same  with  the  vouchers,  and  they  find  the  same  to  be 
correct,  both  in  the  charge  and  in  the  discharge  thereof. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  W.  RICHARDS, 
A.  V.  PARSONS, 
EVANS  ROGERS, 

Committee  of  Audit  and  Inspection. 
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Assets  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction   of  the 
Blind,  and  an  Estimate  of  the  Value  thereof  Feb.  21s/,  1848. 

Bonds  and  Mortgages. 
Various  bonds  and  mortgages  amounting  to         .  .    $46,459  46 

Ground  Rent. 
$112.50  per  annum,     .....        1,87500 

Stocks  and  Loans. 

54  shares  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  Turnpike 

Company,  at  $15,  .  .  .  $  810  00 

231  shares  American  Fire  Insurance  Company, 

at  $60,      .....  13,860  00 

5  shares  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
pany, at  $62.50,    .... 

21  shares  Chesnut  Hill  and  Spring  House 
Turnpike  Company,  at  $60, 

16  shares  Cheltenham  and  Willow  Grove 
Turnpike  Company, 

2  shares  Germantown  and  Perkiomen  Turnpike 
Company,  at  $25, 

19  shares  Union  Insurance  Company,  at  $30, 

$290  Union  Insurance  Company  Scrip,  at  50 

per  cent.,  ....       145  00 

224  shares  Union  Canal  Company,  at  $33,         7,392  00 

$500  Franklin  Institute  loan,  at  70  per  cent.,  350  00 

$3,401.11  Lehigh  mortgage  loan,  at  82  cents,      2,788  91 

$24,031.69  Lehigh  common  loan,  at  57«§  cents,  13,818  22 

$2,433.84  interest  on  said  loan,  due  according 
to  the  books  of  the  Lehigh  Company,  at  58 
cents,         .....    1,411   63 

$100  St.  Paul's  Church  5j  per  cent  stock,      .        100  00 

44,468  26 


312 

50 

1,260 

00 

1,600 

00 

50 

00 

570 

00 

Amount  carried  forward,  $92,802  72 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $92,802  72 

Real  Estate. 

Building's  and  lots  occupied  by  the  Institution, 
and  two  dwellings  on  the  lots  of  ground  on 
Sassafras  Street,  Schuylkill  Third  Street, 
Summer  Street,  and  Schuylkill  Second 
Street,     .....  $76,000  00 

Household  Furniture,   Stock  of  Goods,  and 

Materials  in  House  and  Workshop,  .      9,000  00 

Amount  paid  Miss  Jane  Dumoutet's 

Trustee,  .  .  $2,980  51 

Amount  paid  on  settlement  with 
Executors  of  Henry  Pratt,  (de- 
ceased,) .  .  1,617  37 


$4,597  88 
For  which  the  Institution  receive   property 

valued  at  ....      2,500  00 

Cash  in  Bank,  January  1st,  1848,   .  .      5,507  24 


93,007  24 


$185,809  96 


General  Fund,       $85,826  04 
Birch  Estate,  99,983  92 


$185,809  96 


SAMUEL  BRECK, 

Chairman. 
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ANNUAL    REPORT 

OF    THE 

PRINCIPAL   OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  INSTRUCTION 
OF  THE  BLIND,  TO  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS.— FEBRUARY  24,  1848. 

The  maturity  of  this  Institution  in  all  its  departments,  which  have 
been  conducted  with  little  variation,  for  several  years  past,  in  the  mode 
now  in  operation,  affords  me,  after  a  very  brief  official  connection  with 
it,  little  scope  for  any  remarks  in  the  nature  of  a  review.  Regarding 
the  Institution  as  it  is,  there  is  just  cause  of  gratulation  that  the  wishes 
of  its  founders  and  supporters  are  successfully  maintained. 

The  number  of  pupils,  now  eighty-two,  (a  list  of  whom  is  given  in 
an  appendix,)  is  greater  than  at  any  former  period.  During  the  past 
year,  sixteen  have  been  admitted  and  seven  have  left  the  Institution,  the 
net  increase  being  nine.  Applications  for  the  admission  of  three  others 
are  now  on  file. 

In  general  the  health  of  the  pupils  is  remarkably  good.  There  is  at 
present  no  case  even  of  slight  indisposition  among  the  whole  number. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  mention  the  general  good  conduct 
of  the  pupils.  If  there  are  occasional  breaches  of  order,  they  may  be 
attributed  to  want  of  proper  accommodations  for  the  younger  children 
during  their  hours  of  recreation.  The  grounds,  during  many  days  in 
winter,  being  unfit  for  exercise,  it  is  very  desirable  that  there  should 
be  some  spacious  shelter  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

School  Department. — The  following  classes  are  now  organized, 
and  the  branches  mentioned  are  taught  in  them. 

Rhetoric,  one  class.  Moral  Philosophy,  one  class. 

Geometry,  one  class.  Natural  Philosophy,  one  class. 

Algebra,  three  classes.  Natural  Theology,  one  class. 

Arithmetic,  six  classes.  History,  four  classes. 

Geography  (questions  and  maps),  Grammar,  five  classes, 

five  classes.  Scripture  Narrative,  one  class. 

And  several  minor  classes  in  spelling,  reading  and  writing.  Besides 
these,  there  is  miscellaneous  reading  several  hours  each  day. 

A  record  of  the  recitations  and  standing  of  the  pupils  in  their  respec- 
tive classes  is  carefully  kept,  the  annual  average  of  which  has  been 
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presented  to  your  Committee  of  Instruction.  It  is  a  gratifying  evidence 
of  the  general  capacity  and  attentive  habits  of  the  pupils. 

The  two  pupils  attending  the  University  continue  to  maintain  an 
honorable  place  in  their  class.  A  verbal  report  from  one  of  their  Pro- 
fessors represents  them  as  advancing  equally  in  their  various  studies 
with  their  fellow  collegians. 

The  Institution  may  be  deemed  fortunate  at  present,  in  the  charac- 
ter and  ability  of  the  teachers  engaged  in  the  literary  department.  Their 
devotion  to  duty  far  exceeds  any  prescribed,  or  even  implied  obligation, 
and  with  their  continued  services,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  happiest 
effects  upon  the  minds  and  habits  of  those  committed  to  their  instruction. 

Musical  Department. — Through  the  exertions  of  the  able  and 
indefatigable  teacher  of  music,  the  deficiency,  occasioned  during  the  past 
two  years  by  the  departure  of  several  proficients  in  the  orchestral 
department,  has  been  in  a  great  measure  supplied — and  although  the 
orchestra  is  now  composed  chiefly  of  little  boys,  it  is  capable,  with  the 
use  of  good  instruments,  of  performing  many  pieces  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  The  vocal  department  is  rapidly  gaining  strength  and  effi- 
ciency; and  as  much  is  accomplished  in  it,  as  can  be  hoped  for  with 
equal  materials,  in  view  of  the  diversified  labors  of  the  teacher,  and 
the  number  to  whom  he  is  enabled  to  give  no  other  instruction  than 
that  which  may  be  adapted  to  classes. 

Work  Department. — The  progress  in  this  department,  if  measured 
by  the  production,  has  been  very  considerable  during  the  past  year.  It 
continues  on  the  male  side  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Meyer,  and  on  the 
female  under  that  of  Mrs.  Sharpless,  assisted  by  Miss  Rachel  Leard, 
one  of  the  resident  pupils  recently  appointed  to  the  office.  To  both  the 
former  the  remark  is  due  that  their  exertions  are  constant  and  faithful, 
having  equal  care  of  the  instruction  of  the  pupils  and  the  interests  of  the 
Institution.  Annexed  is  a  statement  of  the  business  of  the  work  de- 
partment during  the  past  year. 

Dr. 

Raw  material  on  hand  January  1st,  1847,  $  611   23 

Do.     bought  during  the  year  1847,  2263  49 

Manufactured  goods  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1847,  2316  23 

Amount  paid  pupils  for  over  work,  1096  28 


$6287  23 
Paid  for  instruction  in  work  department,  875  00 

$7162  23 
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Cr. 

Amount  of  store  sales  in  1847,  $3285  70 

Value  of  manufact'd  goods  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1848,  2139  71 

"     "   Raw  material  on  hand,         "           "  575  00 


$6000  41 
Valid  claims  on  sundry  persons  for  goods  sold  on 

credit,  1051  25 


$7051  66 


Balance  of  debit  in  work  department, '  $110  57 

LIST  OF  ARTICLES  MANUFACTURED  IN  1847 

Brushes.  20,219  Handscrubs, 

"  72  Ley  Brushes, 

"  137  Horse     do. 

2209  Shoe      do. 
"                           2  Type  founders  do. 

"  21  Sweeping  do. 

"  38  Dusters  do. 

173  Cloth  do. 

722  Hair  do. 

"  3  Bedstead  do. 


^$3236  11 


23,796 
Carpet  weaving,  450  yards,    . 
Door  mats,  59     . 
Baskets,  of  willow,  138, 
Boots  and  shoes,  2  pair  new, 

10    "   repaired, 


Knitting  221  articles, 

Sewing   246     do. 

Bead  baskets,  1179 

300  articles  of  beads  or  in  part, 


$4  00 
2  62 


90  00 
34  48 
67  96 

6  62 


$3435   17 

girls'  work. 

$157  80 

26  46 

287  55 

in  part,            105  69  — 

577  50 

k 

$4012  67 

As  the  matter  of  the  overwork  has  been  submitted  to  the  Board  in 
another  report,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  comment  upon  it  in  this  place. 
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Domestic  Department.— Under  the  affectionate  and  sedulous  super- 
vision of  Mrs.  White,  the  pupils  enjoy  every  proper  care  of  their 
personal  wants  compatible  with  the  means  of  the  Institution  and  the 
accommodations  of  the  building.  Their  number  has  doubled  since  Mrs. 
White  became  the  Matron,  and  the  consequent  increase  of  her  labor  and 
responsibility  may  be  a  subject  for  the  generous  consideration  of  the 
Board. 

During  the  last  two  months  some  alterations  have  been  effected  in  the 
building,  by  which  the  sleeping  apartments  are  enlarged  and  increased. 
Room  is  still,  however,  much  needed,  as  eight  of  the  young  boys  now 
sleep  in  the  building  designed  for  an  infirmary.  By  means  however, 
of  the  alterations  already  made,  a  classification  of  the  pupils  of  the 
dormitories  has  been  effected,  promotive  of  their  health,  comfort,  and 
proper  deportment. 

The  miscellaneous  business  of  the  Institution,  connected  with  the 
work  department  particularly,  continues  to  be  attended  to  by  Mr.  Snider, 
with  assiduity  and  with  earnest  regard  for  its  interests.  The  officers 
and  pupils  generally,  are  constantly  indebted  to  him  for  services,  better 
appreciated  than  defined,  but  indispensable  in  the  multifarious  concerns 
of  a  household,  numbering  upwards  of  a  hundred  persons. 

The  Institution  is  now  visited  regularly  on  Wednesday  afternoons  by 
a  large  number  of  citizens  and  strangers.  From  the  observation  which 
I  have  been  enabled  to  make  of  the  effect  of  the  weekly  exhibitions 
both  upon  the  pupils  and  the  public,  I  cannot  too  strongly  commend 
them  to  the  encouragement  of  the  Board.  They  are  occasions  to 
stimulate  the  exertions  and  excite  the  hopes  of  the  former,  while  to 
the  latter,  they  are  evidences  of  the  success  which  attends  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Blind  in  almost  every  intellectual  pursuit,  which  is  the 
subject  of  education  for  the  clear  sighted.  It  is  not  presuming  too 
much  upon  experience  to  say,  that  among  the  audiences  present  at  the 
weekly  exhibitions,  may  occasionally  be  some  one,  who  has  for  the  first 
time  his  interest  awakened  in  the  Institution,  and  who  with  talent,  or 
influence,  or  wealth  to  serve  it,  may  prove  a  benefactor  worthy  to  be 
classed  with  its  noblest  founders.  That  such  friends  will  be  needed, 
the  increasing  demands  upon  the  Institution  render  apparent.  Provi- 
dence has  so  far  signally  smiled  upon  its  rise  and  progress ;  and  still 
fostered  by  the  religious  and  charitable  spirit  of  the  community,  its 
future  career  cannot  fail  to  realize  the  best  wishes  of  its  present  sup- 
porters and  friends. 

J.  R.  FRY. 


APPENDIX. 


LIST  OF   PUPILS 

IN  THE  INSTITUTION  ON  THE  FIRST  DAY  OF  JANUARY,  1848. 


From 


Adair,  David, 
Baker,  William, 
Besant,  Peter, 
Boyd,  Edward, 
Brennan,  James, 
Brooks,  Henry, 
Brown,  J.  C. 
Brownlee,  Augustus, 
Carolin,  Thomas, 
Clayborn,  John  B. 
Dubbs,  Cyrus, 
Fortescue,  Walter  S. 
Frey,  Henry, 
Gamble,  Wm.  G. 
Ireland,  David, 
Ireland,  W.  J. 
Karrigan,  Ambrose, 
Lewis,  William, 
Loughery,  David, 
Mack,  Edward, 
Maxwell,  Andrew, 
McCabe,  M. 
McCloskey,  James, 
McElrevey,  Richard, 
McMillan,  William, 
McMillan,  Alexander, 


Pennsylvania. 

Pittsburg. 
Wyoming  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 

Do. 
Pottsville. 
Dauphin  county. 
Philadelphia  city. 
Philadelphia  county. 

Do. 
Franklin  county. 
Lebanon  county. 
Philadelphia  city. 
Chester  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 

Do. 

Do. 
Pottsville. 
Bradford  county. 
Westmoreland  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Philadelphia  city. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Mauch  Chunk. 
Pittsburg. 
Juniata  county. 
Do. 
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Minich,  Joseph  W. 
Morton,  Sylvester, 
Paist,  S.  H. 
Peebles,  J.  J. 
Romig,  John  J. 
Smith,  William  J. 
Stahlnecker,  William  H. 
Steiner,  John  L. 
Sweeny,  Patrick, 
Wendell,  John  F. 
Wheaton,  Robert, 
Wood,  David, 

Butz,  Frances, 
Cormany,  Maria, 
Erskine,  Emma  L. 
Fithian,  Phoebe  E. 
Foote,  Maria, 
Frisard,  Fleurine, 
Henderson,  Nancy, 
McCullock,  Isabella, 
McGlaughlin,  Sarah, 
Minich,  Sarah  A. 
Pfahler,  Catherine, 
Raney,  Rebecca, 
Souder,  Caroline, 
Starret,  Mary  Ann, 
Twining,  Louisa  K. 


Lehigh  county. 
Norristown. 
Bucks  county. 
Bedford  county. 
Lehigh  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
Lehigh  county. 
Columbia  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Luzerne  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Allegheny  county. 

Philadelphia  county. 
Lebanon  county. 
Philadelphia  city. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Indiana  county. 
Philadelphia  city. 
Carlisle. 

Northampton  county. 
Juniata  county. 
Philadelphia  city. 
Perry  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Montgomery  county. 


From  Maryland. 


Colburn,  H.  H. 
Harris,  Edward  W. 
Magruder,  James  E.  S. 
Newcomer,  Alexander, 


Duley,  Sarah  A. 
Hoke,  Fanny, 
Lynch,  Sarah, 
Wilson,  Elizabeth  A. 


Cook,  John  E. 
Cruser,  Matilda, 
Cruser,  Sarah, 


From  New  Jersey. 

Cruser,  Catherine, 
Hildreth,  Hannah, 
Lawrence,  Rachel  L. 

From  China. 
Fanny  Gutzlaff. 
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Resident  Pupils. 

Pyle,  Samuel, 

Gill,  Maria, 

Dandy,  Sarah  Ann, 

Jones,  Maria, 

Donnelly,  Mary, 

Leard,  Rachel, 

Fennimore,  Elizabeth  A.1 

Lynch,  Sarah, 

Fithian,  Anne, 

Mallett,  Mary  Ann,' 

Gillem,  Hannah, 

Roberts,  Mary  V.' 

Hankins,  Matilda, 

Westby,  Emma, 

Recapitulation. 

Males.         Females. 

From  Pennsylvania, 

38                15 

53 

"     Maryland, 

4                  4 

8 

"     New  Jersey,     - 

-    1                  5 

6 

"     China, 

1 

1 

Residents, 

-    1                13 

14 

44  38  82 

Whole  number  of  pupils  in  the  Institution,  Jan.  1,  1847,   73 


Nett  increase  during  the  past  year, 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CORPORATORS, 


AT  THEIR 


ANNUAL  MEETING,  MARCH  5,  1849. 


The  Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Corporators  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  was  held  at  the  In- 
stitution on  Monday  afternoon,  March  5,  1849,  at  4  o'clock. 

Twenty-five  members  of  the  Corporation  being  present,  the  Presi- 
dent being  absent,  the  senior  Vice  President,  Dr.  R.  M.  Patterson, 
took  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  with  its  accompa- 
nying documents,  was  then  presented  and  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lewis,  the  same  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the  next  Board  of 
Managers,  to  be  printed  with  such  amendments  as  may  be  deemed 
proper. 

Robert  M.  Lewis,  Esq.,  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  tendered  to  the 
Managers  and  Officers  of  the  Institution,  for  the  able  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  they  have  conducted  its  affairs. 

The  Hon.  John  K.  Kane  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted: — 

Resolved,  That  the  third  article  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "who,"  in  the  first  line,  the  words  following, 
so  that  the  whole  article  shall  read  as  follows :  Any  person  may  be- 
come a  member  who,  having  been  admitted  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the 
corporators,  by  a  majority  of  the  voters  thereat,  or  having  been  nomi- 
nated as  such  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and 
approved  by  a  majority  of  votes  at  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the 
same,  shall  pay  in  advance  a  sum  not  less  than  three  dollars  per 
annum ;  or  in  lieu  thereof,  a  sum  not  less  than  thirty  dollars,  which 
shall  constitute  him  a  member  for  life. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  annual  election  of  Officers  and 
Managers.  Mr.  Jacob  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Franklin  Peale,  acting  as 
tellers. 


The  tellers  made  report,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  there- 
upon declared  duly  elected  Officers  and  Managers  for  the  ensuing 
year  :— 

President. 
BENJAMIN  W.  RICHARDS. 

Vice-Presidents. 

R.  M.  PATTERSON,  M.D.         SAMUEL  BRECK, 

JOHN  K.  KANE,  ALBERT    G.  WATERMAN. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
J.  FRANCIS  FISHER. 

Recording  Secretary. 
THEODORE  CUYLER. 

Treasurer. 
GEORGE  W.  EDELMAN. 

Consulting  Physician. 
CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.D. 

Managers. 
Franklin  Peale,  Alfred  L.  Elwyn,  M.D. 

Edward  King,  Caspar  Morris,  M.D. 

Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  M.D.  A.  V.  Parsons, 

Jacob  G.  Morris,  Evans  Rogers, 

John  C.  Cresson,  John.  A.  Brown, 

ROBLEY  DlJNGLISON,  M.D.  MAY  HUMPHREYS, 

Wm.  H.  Dillingham,  W.  R.  Lejee. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

B.  W.  RICHARDS,  Chairman. 
Attest, 

Theodore  Cuyler,  Secretary. 
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COMMITTEES  FOR  THE  YEAR, 

Appointed  by  the  Board  of  Managers, 


Samuel  Breck, 


Franklin  Peale, 


Robert  M.  Patterson, 
J.  Francis  Fisher, 


Albert  G.  Waterman, 
Thomas  S.  Kirkbride, 


FINANCE. 

John  K.  Kane, 
W.  R.  Lejeo. 

ADMISSION  AND  DISCHARGE. 

J.  A.  Brown. 
A.  V.  Parsons, 

INSTRUCTION. 

Robley  Dunglison, 
John  C.  Cresson, 
Alfred  L.  Ehvyn. 

HOUSEHOLD. 

Jacob  G.  Morris, 
May  Humphreys, 
Dr.  Caspar  Morris. 


Mrs.  B.  W.  Richards, 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Meigs, 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Patterson, 


FEMALE  VISITERS. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Kane, 
Mrs.  A.  G.  Waterman, 

Mrs.  S.  Breck. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

Principal. 
Joseph  R.  Fry. 


Teachers. 


Thomas  S.  Martin, 


Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Noyes. 


Assistant  Teachers. 
Hannah  Gillem  (Blind),  Matilda  Hankins  (Blind). 

Teacher  of  Music. 
Frederick  Rasche. 
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Assistant  Teacher. 
Sarah  Ann  Dandy  (Blind). 

Master  of  Handier  aft. 
C.  H.  Meyer. 

Mistress  of  Handicraft. 
Mrs.  Leah  Ann  Sharpless. 

Assistant  Teacher. 
Rachel  Leard  (Blind). 

Matron. 
Mrs.  Eliza  White. 

Assistant  Matron. 
Miss  Rebecca  Collins. 

Printer  and  Storekeeper. 

Michael  Snider. 

* 

Visiting  Physicians. 
A.  G.  Stocker,  Wm.  B.  Page. 


SIXTEENTH 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind, 

Philadelphia,  February,  1849. 

The  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction 
of  the  Blind,  beg  leave  to  present  the  Annual  Report  required  by  the 
Charter,  in  the  words  of  a  communication  made  to  them  by  the  Prin- 
cipal, Mr.  J.  R.  Fry,  on  the  progress  and  condition  of  the  Institution, 
during  the  past  year,  which  with  the  Annual  Account  of  the  Receipts 
and  Disbursements  by  the  Treasurer,  a  Statement  of  the  Property, 
Assets  and  Income  of  the  Institution,  and  a  distinct  Account  of  the 
Birch  Legacy,  will  embrace  every  topic  interesting  to  the  contributors. 

The  enlargement  of  our  accommodations,  both  for  musical  and 
other  instruction,  and  for  lodgings,  has  been  repeatedly  considered  by 
the  Board,  who  have  been  deterred  from  any  extensive  building  by 
the  expense,  and  from  a  partial  undertaking  by  the  fear  of  future  in- 
adequateness.  The  expedient  of  hiring  several  houses  in  our  imme- 
diate neighbourhood,  is  for  the  present  found  sufficient;  but  the  plan 
of  erecting  on  our  own  grounds  an  unexpensive  edifice,  which  will 
give  us  an  Infirmary,  several  practising  rooms,  and  additional  dormi- 
taries,  is  still  entertained. 

The  Board  are  most  happy  to  unite  with  Mr.  Fry  in  his  commen- 
dation of  the  instructors  and  other  officers  of  the  Institution  under 
him.  At  no  time,  have  all  the  departments  been  filled  more  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  managers ;  and  the  good  order  and  harmony  which 
prevail  are  creditable  to  all  parties. 

At  the  same  time,  they  cannot  omit  a  just  tribute  to  the  zeal,  acti- 
vity, and  talents  of  the  Principal ;  of  the  gratifying  results  of  which, 
the  recent  public  Examination  attended  by  the  Board,  and  every  op- 
portunity of  private  inspection,  have  given  the  most  satisfactory  evi- 
dence. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Managers, 

B.  W.  RICHARDS,  President. 
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INCOME  FROM  THE  BIRCH  LEGACY, 

For  the  Year  1848. 

Twelve  months'  dividend  on  American  Fire  Insurance 

Company's  stock,  -  $1,386  00 

Twelve    months'   interest   on    Union    Mutual    Insurance 

Company's  stock  and  scrip,  -  -  -  43  20 

Reserved  profits  from  the  Union  Insurance  Company,     -  33  06 

Twelve  months'  interest  on  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 

Company's  Mortgage  Loan,  -  204  08 

On  account  of  arrears  of  interest  on  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company's  Common  Loan,  in  coal  scrip, 
$980,  sold  for  cash,  -  -  -  799  03 

Twelve  months'  interest  on  Franklin  Institute  Loan,        -  25  00 

Nine  months'  ground  rent,  -  -  -  84  37 

Twelve  months'  dividend  on  the  following  Companies' 
stock : — 
Germantown  and  Perkiomen  Turnpike,  $  8  50 
Cheltenham  and  Willow  Grove  Turnpike,  128  00 
Chesnut  Hill  and  Spring  House  Turnpike,  136  50 
Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  Turnpike,  175  50 

448  50 


Twelve  months'  interest  on  sundry  bonds  and  mortgages, 

at  six  per  cent.,        -----      2,787  54 


$5,810  78 


Philadelphia,  January  1st,  1849. 

GEO.  W.  EDELMAN, 

Treasurer. 
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THE  COMMITTEE  OF  AUDIT  AND  INSPECTION 

Respectfully  report,  that  they  have  examined  the  evidences  of  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  "  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction 
of  the  Blind,"  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
they  find  the  same  to  be  as  follows,  to  wit: — ■ 

Deeds  and  Muniments  of  Title  to  the  Real  Estate  occupied  by  the 

Institution. 

A. 

1.  Deed  Poll.     The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  Joseph 
Dean. 

2.  Deed  Poll.     John  Smith,  Marshal,  to  John  Hallowell. 

3.  Deed  Poll.     John  Connelly  and  others  to         do. 

4.  Deed.     John  Hallowell  and  wife  to  Abraham  Kunzi. 

5.  John  Hallowell  and  wife  to  Knowles  Taylor. 

6.  Abraham  Kunzi  to  Knowles  Taylor. 

7.  4  Deeds,  Nos.  129  to  132,  inclusive.     Knowles  Taylor  and 
wife  to  Isaac  S.  Lloyd. 

8.  Knowles  Taylor  and  wife  to  the  Institution,  with  papers  accom- 
panying the  same,  six  in  number. 

9.  Isaac  S.  Lloyd  and  wife  to  the  Institution,  and  a  certified  copy 
of  the  same. 

Policies  of  Insurance  on  the  above, 

1.  On  the  main  building,  $12,000. 

2.  On  the  workshop,  $1000. 

3.  On  furniture  and  moveable  property,  $9000. 

B. 

1.  Charles  Harlan  to  John  School  and  Charles  Fan  rest. 

2.  Charles  Harlan  to  John  School  and  Charles  Faurest. 

3.  Deed  Poll.     Morton  M'Michael,  Sheriff,  to  Charles  Harlan. 

4.  Deed.     John  School  and  wife,  and  Charles  Faurest,  to  the  In- 
stitution, with  papers  relating  to  the  same,  six  in  number. 

5.  Deed  Poll.     Morton  M'Michael,  Esquire,  to  the  Institution. 
1.  Policy  of  Insurance  on  houses  on  Third  street  for  $2400. 

C. 

1.  Deed.     Philip  Physick,  Esquire,  and  wife,  to  Mathew  Walker. 

2.  Deed  Poll.     Wm.  A.  Porter,  Esquire,  High  Sheriff,  to  Alexan- 
der J.  Reid. 
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3.  Deed  Poll.     Morton  M'Michael,  Esquire,  Sheriff,  to  Alexander 
J.  Reid. 

4.  Deed.     Anna  Maria  Shields  to  John  Bosler.     Deed  endorsed 
John  Bosler  and  wife  to  Benjamin  Davis. 

5.  Benjamin  Davis  and  wife  to  Frederick  Fraley  and  others. 

6.  Alexander  J.  Reid  to  Frederick  Fraley  and  others. 

7.  Frederick  Fraley  and  wife,  and  others,  to  the  Institution,  with 
papers  relating  to  the  same,  six  in  number. 

». 

1.  Deed.     Wm.  Y.  Birch,  Trustee,  &c,  to  Hugh  Buck.     Ground 
rent,  $36,  and  four  papers  relative  to  the  same. 
1.  Policy  of  Insurance  for  $1000. 

BONDS. 

1.  Bond  for  $1500,  secured  by  mortgage,  and  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $800. 

2.  Bond  for  $2500,  secured  by  mortgage,  and  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $1500. 

3.  Bond  for  $750,  secured  by  mortgage,  and  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $800. 

4.  Bond  for  $1500,  secured  by  mortgage,  and  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $500. 

5.  Bond  for  $4000,  secured  by  mortgage,  and  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $4000. 

6.  Bond  for  $10,000,  secured  by  mortgage,  and  Policy  of  Insu- 
rance for  $4000. 

7    Bond  for  $11,809.46,  secured  by  mortgages,  and  by  Policy  of 
Insurance  for  $5000. 

8.  Bond  for  $2400,  secured  by  mortgage,  and  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $1000. 

9.  Bond  for  $5500,  secured  by  mortgage,  and  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $4000. 

10.  Bond  for  $4500,  secured  by  mortgage,  and  Policy  of  Insurance 
for  $2000. 

STOCKS. 

1.   Certificate   No.   631,  for  19  shares   Union   Mutual  Insurance 
Company. 
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2.  Certificate  No.  16,  for  231  shares  American  Fire  Insurance 
Company. 

3.  Certificate  No.  214,  for  21  shares  Chesnut  Hill  and  Spring 
House  Turnpike  Road  Company. 

4.  Certificate  for  16  shares  Cheltenham  and  Willow  Grove  Turn- 
pike Company. 

5.  Certificate  No.  609,  for  2  shares  Germantown  and  Perkiomen 
Turnpike  Company. 

6.  Certificate  No.  1494,  for  5  shares  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company. 

7.  Certificate  No.  388,  for  896  shares  ($50  each)  Union  Canal 
Company,  and  fractional  Certificate  No.  126,  for  $32.10. 

8.  Certificate  No.  222,  for  2  shares  Centre  Turnpike  Company. 

9.  Certificates  (54  in  number)  for  54  shares  Philadelphia  and  Lan- 
caster Turnpike  Company. 

10.  Certificate  No.  47,  for  $100  St.  Paul's  Church  Stock. 

11.  Sundry  Certificates  of  Stock  in  bankrupt  Insurance  Companies 
and  obsolete  Associations,  which  the  Committee  judge  to  be  worth- 
less. 

LOANS. 

1.  Two  late  pupils  of  the  Institution,  for  $150. 

2.  Ten  Certificates  of  $50  each,  for  5  per  cent.  Loan  of  the  Frank- 
lin Institute  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

3.  Certificate  No.  438,  for  $3401.11,  6  per  cent.  Lehigh  Mortgage 
Loan. 

4.  Certificate  No.  8710,  for  $24,031.69,  6  per  cent.  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company's  Loan. 

SCRIP. 

1.  Certificate  No.  89,  for  $50,  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

2.  Do.  89,  $60,  do.  do. 

3.  Do.  81,  $40,  do.  do. 

4.  Do.  88,  $140,  do.  do. 

5.  Do.  77,  $50,  do.  do. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  deeds  and  evidences  of  property,  there 
are  in  the  Case,  labelled  "  Papers  of  the  Birch  Legacy,  the  property 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  (and 
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now  lodged  in  the  Mint  of  the  TJnited   States  for  safe   keeping)  the 
following  papers,  to  wit: — 

E. 
1,  2,  and  3.  Deeds  for  town  lots  in  Beulah. 
4.  Real  Estate  Lottery  Policy. 

Miscellaneous  Papers,  to  wit: — 

F. 

1.  Will  of  William  Y.  Birch. 

2.  Legacy  of  rest  and  residue,  <fcc,  to  the  Institution. 

O. 

1.  Cancelled  Bond,  Institution  to  John  Bohlen. 

2.  Cancelled  Mortgage,         do.  do. 

3.  Bonds  of  Dr.  Vaughan  and  J.  R.  Fry  to  the  Institution. 

4.  Bond  of  the  Treasurer,  G.  W.  Edelman,  to  the  Institution. 

5.  Obsolete  Policy  of  Insurance. 

6.  Sundry  letters  and  papers,  seven  in  number,  relative  to  Thomas 
Hughes'  mortgage. 

7.  Papers  and  Letters  relative  to  the  Birch  Legacy,  twenty  in  num- 
ber. 

8.  Release  of  Isaac  Edelman. 

9.  Act  of  Incorporation. 

The  Committee  also  report,  that  they  have  carefully  examined  the 
Treasurer's  accounts  for  the  year  ending  January  1st,  1849,  and  have 
compared  the  same  with  the  vouchers,  and  they  find  the  same  to  be 
correct,  both  in  the  charge  and  the  discharge  thereof. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANKLIN  PEALE, 
B.  W.  RICHARDS, 
CASPAR  MORRIS, 

Committee  of  Audit  and  Inspection. 
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Assets  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the 
Blind,  and  an  Estimate  of  the  Value  thereof  Feb.  1,  1849. 

Bonds  and  Mortgages. 
Various  bonds  and  mortgages,  amounting  to  -    $44,459  46 

Stocks  and  Loans. 

Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  Turnpike  Compa- 
ny, 54  shares  at  $20,  -  -  $1,080  00 

Chestnut  Hill    and    Spring    House    Turnpike 

Company,  21  shares  at  $80,  -  1,680  00 

Cheltenham  and  Willow  Grove  Turnpike  Com- 
pany, 16  shares  at  $75,     -  -  1,200  00 

Germantown  and  Perkiomen  Turnpike  Compa- 
ny, 2  shares  at  $50,  -  -  -     100  00 

American  Fire  Insurance  Company,  231  shares 

at  $70,      ...  -  16,170  00 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  5 

shares  at  $75,       -  375  00 

Union  Mutual  Insurance  Company,   19  shares 

at  $30,      -  -  -  -  -     570  00 

Scrip  of  Union  Mutual    Insurance    Company, 

at  $290,  at  50  cents,  -  -  -     145  00 

Franklin  Institute  Loan,  ...     5Q0  00 

Lehigh  Mortgage  Loan,  $3,401.11  at  885  cts.     3,010  00 

Lehigh  Common  Loan,  $24,031.69  at  62  cts.    14,900  00 

Arrears  of  interest  on  said  loan  to  1st  January, 

1849,  $2,945.74  at  62  cts.  -  1,826  00 

St.  Paul  Church  H  per  cent  Stock,  $100,  -    100  00 

Union  Canal  Company's  Stock,  896  shares  and 

a  fraction  of  $32.10,  at  $10|  -  9,639  00 

51,295  00 


Real  Estate. 

Buildings  and  lots  occupied  by  the  Institution, 
and  two  dwellings  on  the  lots  of  ground  on 
Sassafras  Street,  Schuylkill  Third  Street, 
Summer  Street,  and  Schuylkill  Second 
Street,       -  -  -  76,000  00 


Amount  carried  forward,  76,000  00    95,754  46 
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Amount  brought  forward,         76,000  00    95,754  46 

Household  Furniture,  Stock  of  Goods,  and 

Materials  in  house  and  workshop,  10,000  00 

Amount  paid  Miss  Jane  Dumoutet's 

Trustee,  -  -         $2,980  51 

Amount  paid  on  settlement  with  the 
Executors  of  Henry  Pratt,  de- 
ceased,    ---  1,617  37 


For  which  the  Institution  receive  property  va- 
lued at      -  -  -  -  2,500  00 

88,500  00 

Cash  in  Bank,  February  1st,  1849,       -  -  -         4,073  24 


.88,327  70 


General  Fund,         $83,367  16 
Birch  Estate,  104,960  54 


$188,327  70 


SAML.  BRECK, 
F.  FRALEY, 

Committee  of  Finance. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL 

TO  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 

February  13,  1849. 

Gentlemen,"— The  departments  of  the  Institution  entrusted  to  the 
superintendence  of  the  Principal,  while  conducted  according  to  the 
plan  denned  by  the  Board,  can  present  but  few  incidents  in  the  course 
of  a  single  year  to  give  variety  to  his  annual  report.  As  a  record  for 
future  reference,  rather  than  as  new  matter  for  present  interest,  I  sub- 
mit the  following  review  of  the  affairs  of  the  Household,  the  School, 
and  the  Manufacturing  Department. 

The  Household. — The  number  of  pupils  in  the  Institution  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1848,  was  eighty-two.  There  were  received  within 
the  year  eight  male  and  three  female  pupils.  Three  male  and  two 
female  pupils  left  the  Institution  within  that  time.  The  net  increase 
was  six,  and  the  number  in  the  Institution  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1849,  was  forty-nine  male  and  thirty-nine  female  pupils,  making  a 
total  of  eighty-eight;  being  a  greater  number  than  at  any  former  pe- 
riod. Within  five  years  past  the  net  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils 
has  been  thirty.  The  maintenance  of  those,  now  in  the  Institution, 
is  distributed  as  follows : — 

Maintained  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  -  45 

„                         „          New  Jersey,  -  6 

„                           „           Maryland,       -  -  5 

„                          „           Delaware,       -  1 

„           by  relatives  or  friends,            -  -  8 

„           by  funds  of  the  Institution,  -  23 

Total,  88 

The  names  of  the  pupils  are  given  in  an  Appendix. 

Of  the  forty-five  pupils  maintained  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  twenty-three  maintained  by  the  funds  of  the  Institution, 
making,  together,  sixty-eight,  only  sixteen,  or  less  than  one-fourth, 
are  of  Philadelphia  City  and  County:  while  of  the  means  for  the 
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support  of  the  Institution,  more  than  one-half  is  contributed  by  Phila- 
delphia in  the  form  of  taxes  and  donations,  or  is  derived  from  pro- 
perty bequeathed  or  given  by  its  benevolent  citizens.  This  fact  may 
show  how  generally  the  benefits  of  the  Institution  are  extended  over 
the  State,  and  how  free  is  its  administration  from  any  local  bias  in 
selecting  objects  for  its  care. 

There  has  been  but  one  case  of  serious  illness  among  the  pupils 
during  the  year,  and  except  from  cold  in  some  form,  very  little  sick- 
ness has  prevailed.  The  plan  was  adopted,  for  the  first  time,  of 
sending  all  of  them  to  their  homes,  or  to  boarding  houses  in  the  coun- 
try, during  the  whole  period  of  the  summer  vacation,  with  manifest 
benefit  to  the  health  of  the  greater  number. 

The  conduct  of  the  pupils  generally  has  been  satisfactory,  evincing, 
with  few  exceptions,  and  those  among  the  youngest  children,  a  pro- 
per sense  of  duty,  and  a  desire  to  maintain  the  discipline  of  the  Insti- 
tution. 

The  alterations  and  other  improvements  made  in  the  main  build- 
ing, and  the  occupation  of  two  rented  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  In- 
stitution, by  several  of  the  adult  male  pupils,  have  added  considerably 
to  the  comfort  of  the  family.  The  want  of  room,  however,  is  still 
seriously  felt;  and  until  this  want  is  met,  the  domestic  affairs  of  the 
Institution  cannot  be  regulated  with  the  greatest  attainable  benefit  to 
the  pupils.  A  more  complete  classification  of  the  family  according  to 
sex,  age  and  employment,  is  much  needed ;  and  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  important  object,  by  the  erection  of  additional  buildings, 
I  again  invite  your  attention. 

The  duties  of  domestic  supervision  devolving  on  the  Matron,  have 
been  discharged  by  Mrs.  White  with  the  same  assiduity  which  for 
several  years  has  met  your  approbation. 

-  The  School. — The  studies  now  pursued  are  spelling;  reading; 
writing  with  pencil  and  pin  type ;  arithmetic,  mental  and  with  tangi- 
ble figures;  geography,  with  the  use  of  maps;  grammar;  history,  sa- 
cred and  ancient  and  modern ;  algebra,  geometry,  trigonometry;  logic, 
rhetoric,  composition;  mental  and  natural  philosophy,  and  music. 
In  these  branches  classes  are  organized,  and  the  pupils  generally 
have  also  the  benefit  of  hearing  the  daily  reading  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious books.  Regarding  their  progress  I  might  speak  particularly,  as 
it  has  been  very  marked  within  the  year ;  but  prefer  to  trust  to  the 
examination  which  you  will  witness  for  the  evidence  of  this  fact. 
The  labours  of  Mr.  Martin,  of  Miss  Sargent  during  part  of  the  year, 
and  of  her  successor,  Miss  Noyes,  have  been  indefatigable,  and  the 
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results  are  alike  beneficial  to  the  objects  of  their  instruction,  and  ho- 
nourable to  the  Institution.  To  their  assistants,  Miss  Gillam  and 
Miss  Hankins,  who  are  still  numbered  among  the  pupils,  every  com- 
mendation is  due  for  their  ability  and  success  in  teaching  the  ele- 
mentary branches. 

A  new  method  of  writing,  with  an  alphabet  invented  by  Mr.  Mar- 
tin, has  been  partially  introduced;  and  having  received  the  approba- 
tion of  your  Committee  of  Instruction,  will  be  made  a  regular  branch 
of  study  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  number  of  suitable  instruments  are 
prepared.  The  method  seems  to  be  free  from  the  objections  which 
attend  every  other  devised  for  the  blind,  being  easily  learned,  and  the 
letters  formed  by  it  being  legible  both  by  the  eye  and  the  finger. 

Music. — The  remarks  made  upon  other  branches  are  generally  ap- 
plicable to  this  also.  Under  the  excellent  method  and  devoted  atten- 
tion of  Mr.  Rasche,  progress  has  been  made  both  in  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music  by  most  of  the  pupils.  The  orchestra  exhibits  particu- 
lar improvement,  and  although  consisting  chiefly  of  boys  under  twelve 
years  of  age,  executes  a  great  number  of  pieces  with  creditable  pre- 
cision. In  the  vocal  classes,  compositions  of  the  English,  German, 
Italian  and  French  schools,  are  sung  with  words  of  those  languages, 
and  with  very  pleasing  effect.  In  teaching  the  girls,  Mr.  Rasche  is 
very  efficiently  aided  by  Miss  Dandy,  one  of  the  resident  pupils. 
While  commending  the  general  improvement  in  this  department,  I 
cannot  omit  calling  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  far  less  is  accom- 
plished than  might  be,  if  there  were  suitable  and  sufficiently  nume- 
rous practising  rooms.  It  is  impracticable  now  to  afford  the  younger 
learners,  especially,  any  adequate  opportunity  of  profiting  by  the  les- 
sons of  their  teachers.  All  that  they  acquire  is  while  actually  in  the 
class ;  and  the  many  important  hours  which  might  be  devoted  to  prac- 
tice, in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term,  are  virtually  lost.  With  rooms 
for  the  purpose,  the  less  proficient  could  practice  under  the  care  of 
the  more  advanced;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  more  could  be  thus  ac- 
quired in  a  single  year,  than  with  a  majority  is  now  achieved  in  two 
or  three  years.  In  view  of  the  great  importance  of  music  to  the  blind 
— that  it  compensates  by  its  unfailing  pleasures  for  the  absence  of 
many  of  the  enjoyments  of  sight,  that  where  there  is  only  a  moderate 
degree  of  talent  for  the  art,  it  fills  delightfully  an  otherwise  painful 
void  in  their  many  lonesome  and  ever  dark  hours — I  cannot  too  ur- 
gently solicit  your  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  extending  every 
feasible  aid  to  the  cultivation  of  it  in  the  Institution.     With  various 
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other  branches  to  acquire,  the  pupils  should  be  enabled  to  employ,  to 
the  utmost  advantage,  the  limited  time  assigned  to  this. 

Among  the  incidents  worthy  of  mention  under  this  head,  is  the 
composition  of  an  overture  by  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Dandy,  arranged  by 
herself  for  two  performers  on  the  piano.  This  work,  now  in  progress 
of  publication,  is  exclusively  this  young  lady's  own,  and  is  certainly 
a  remarkable  evidence  of  talent,  taste,  and  theoretical  knowledge,  in 
one  of  her  age  and  sex — labouring,  too,  under  the  difficulty  of  com- 
posing without  the  aid  of  pen  and  paper.  It  is  proper  to  add,  that 
Miss  Dandy  has  received  all  her  musical  education  in  the  Institution 
under  Mr.  Rasche's  instruction. 

Work  Department.*— -The  statements  annexed  exhibit  the  business 
and  condition  of  the  manufacturing  department,  the  details  of  which, 
in  the  matter  of  purchases  and  sales,  continue  to  be  managed  by  Mr. 
Snider,  with  the  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  Institution  which  has 
marked  his  connexion  with  it  from  the  year  of  its  foundation. 

List  of  Articles  made  in  the  Institution  in  1848. 

BY  MALE  PUPILS. 

311  Cloth  Brushes 
768  Hair        do. 

34  Horse      do. 
153  Sweeping  Brushes, 

64  Dusters, 

32  Window  do. 

50  Crumb  do. 

190  Hat  do. 

101  Stereotype  plate  Brushes, 
21,441  Handscrubs, 
405  Clamps, 
4,517  Shoe  Brushes, 
148  Ley  Brushes, 

49  Wall      do. 


28,263  valued  at 
265  Door  Mats, 
911  yards  Carpet  weaving, 
118  Willow  Baskets, 


Carried  forward, 


$3,780 

20 

340 

65 

243 

42 

43 

11 

$4,407 

38 

21 

Brought  forward,  $4,407  38 

BY  GIRLS. 

295  articles  of  Knitting,    -  -  -  -  183  43 

1,551  Bead  Baskets,  -  -  -  -  386  02 

188  articles,  chiefly  of  beads,         -  -  -  60   19 

Sewing. — 25  Sheets, 

42  Pillow  cases, 

62  Towels, 

23  Napkins, 

15  Sundries, 

—  -  15   13 

Total,  $5,052   15 

Account  of  Stock,  Expenses,  and  Sales. 
DR. 
Value  of  finished  and  unfinished  goods,  on  hand  Jan. 

1,  1848,  -  $2,139  71 

Do.     of  raw  material,     do.  -  575  00 

Do.  do.  bought  in  1848,  -  -  3,033  54 

Paid  for  instruction,  -  850  00 

Paid  to  pupils,  for  wages  and  overwork,  viz: 

To  males,  in  board  and  lodging,  $349  39 

Do.       in  cash,  -  -  858  44 


$1,207  83 
To  girls  in  cash,  -  -  268   10 


CR. 

Amount  of  sales  in  1848,  -  -         $3,128   19 

Value  of  goods,  on  hand  January  1, 

1849,         -  -  -     $3,556  77 

Do.  of  raw  material,     do.         -  560  23 

— 4,117  00 

Amount  paid  by  working  pupils  for  mainte- 
nance,     -  -  -  -  349  39 


1,475  93 

i8,074   18 


7,594  58 


Balance  against  work  department,  $479  60 
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Amount  of  cash  and  credit  sales  in  1848,  -  -  -  $3,128  19 
Receipts  for  cash  and  credit  sales  in  1848,  -  -  -  3,102  33 
Expended  for  materials  in  1848, 3,033  54 

Goods  on  hand  January  1,  1847,  -  $2,316  23 

Do.  do.  1848,  ....      2,139  71 

Do.  do.  1849,  ....      3,556  77 

From  a  comparison  of  the  figures  in  the  above  account,  with  the 
account  of  1847,  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  goods  made  in  that 
year,  was  $3,081,  and  the  amount  made  in  1848,  was  $4,545,  being 
an  increase  of  $1,464.  This  increase  is  attributable  to  the  greater 
proficiency  and  greater  number  of  the  hands.  It  also  appears,  that 
the  stock  of  manufactured  goods  on  hand  in  January,  1848,  having 
been  $2,139,  and  in  January,  1849,  $3,556,  the  difference  of  these 
sums,  $1,417,  is  very  nearly  the  same  as  the  amount  of  increase  in 
the  manufactures  of  the  latter,  over  the  former  year ;  and  consequent- 
ly this  increased  quantity  remains  unsold.  If  this  evil  were  to  con- 
tinue, it  would  of  course  present  a  barrier  to  any  greater  production. 
On  the  feasibility  of  a  remedy,  I  venture  to  offer  a  suggestion  in  an- 
other place.  As  some  set-off,  however,  to  this  view  of  the  case,  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  admitting  the  goods  on  hand  to  be  fairly 
valued,  there  is  so  far  a  very  trifling  balance  against  the  business, 
properly  so  called,  of  this  department.  This  business,  it  may  be 
seen  from  the  account,  is  charged  with  the  whole  expense  of  instruc- 
tion, and  with  the  materials  used  by  learners.  But  as  instruction  in 
handicraft  is  a  department  of  the  Institution,  founded  and  sustained 
without  reference  to  remuneration  from  the  sale  of  goods,  no  part  of 
the  expense  attending  it  can  be  considered  as  a  tax  incident  to  the 
employment  of  those  who  have  ceased  to  be  learners.  Subtracting 
this  item  ($850  in  the  above  account),  it  does  not  appear  that  the  In- 
stitution is  as  yet  a  material  loser  by  the  benevolent  plan  of  giving 
employment  to  this  class  of  its  inmates ;  although  such  must  be  the 
result,  if  over  production  forces  goods  upon  the  market  at  reduced 
prices. 

It  is  my  duty  again  to  testify  to  the  zeal  and  efficiency  of  Mr. 
Meyer,  as  instructor  of  the  male  pupils,  and  of  Mrs.  Sliarpless  of  the 
female  pupils,  in  this  department.  The  latter  has  been  assisted  by 
Miss  Leard,  a  resident  pupil,  whose  success  as  a  teacher  has  entirely 
justified  her  appointment.     The  girls'  work  generally  shows  conside- 
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rable  improvement,  and  is  more  commendable  than  at  any  former 
period,  for  variety,  neatness  and  taste. 

Early  in  the  year,  it  was  found  expedient  to  reorganize  the  manu- 
facturing department.  The  practice  had  been  long  followed  of  allow- 
ing all  the  pupils  a  certain  portion  of  their  time  for  their  own  profit. 
The  system,  as  regarded  the  male  adults,  proficient  in  their  work, 
was  found  onerous  to  the  Institution,  and  the  plan  was  adopted  of 
allowing  them  wages  for  all  their  work,  and  deducting  from  the  earn- 
ings of  each  one  a  fixed  sum  for  his  maintenance.  At  the  same  time, 
a  separate  household  was  formed  of  those  placed  upon  this  footing. 
This  experiment  has  resulted  satisfactorily  in  one  important  respect. 
It  proves  that  the  blind,  who  are  skilled  in  certain  trades,  may  sup- 
port themselves  under  these  conditions:  1st,  when  associated  under  a 
competent  superintendent;  2d,  with  adequate  current  capital ;  and  3d, 
with  steady  employment.  And  this  fact  is  a  sufficient  argument  for 
the  establishment  of  a  "  Home  and  House  of  Employment  for  the 
Adult  Blind,"  in  connexion  with  this  Institution. 

The  means  requisite  to  found  such  a  department,  would  probably 
not  be  wanting  on  a  proper  representation  to  State  Legislatures,  and  to 
the  community  at  large,  of  its  claims  upon  public  sympathy  and  aid. 
The  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  system  seems  to  be,  that  which  the 
Institution  now  experiences;  namely,  to  find  a  ready  market  for  the 
goods  manufactured,  thus  securing  to  the  workman  steady  employ- 
ment. It  is  certain  that  other  manufacturers  of  similar  goods  succeed 
in  this  respect.  With  equal  energy  and  similar  expedients,  the  result 
should  be  the  same  in  both  cases.  The  doubt,  however,  on  this 
point,  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  abandonment  of  the  benevolent 
project  of  rendering  the  blind  mechanic  comparatively  independent, 
of  giving  him  the  essential  happiness  of  employment,  of  assuring  him 
that  life  for  him  has  security,  comfort  and  hope.  In  this  matter,  the 
legislature  of  New  York  has  set  a  noble  example.  Fifteen  thousand 
dollars  were  appropriated  at  its  session  last  winter  to  this  purpose. 
The  time  has  surely  arrived,  when  the  blind  citizen  of  Pennsylvania 
should  receive  at  the  hands  of  the  State,  the  little  assistance  which 
will  render  his  labour  available  for  his  support.  Alone,  he  is  gene- 
rally helpless.  Associated  with  others  whose  mode  of  working  is 
similar  to  his  own,  with  a  proper  supervisor,  with  money  to  purchase 
his  materials  at  the  lowest  rates,  and  agencies  to  sell  his  goods  at  the 
highest,  he  is  rescued  from  the  chances  of  want,  and  becomes  a  use- 
ful member  of  society. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Michael  Snider  for  the   following  notices  of 


24 

pupils,  whose  connexion  with  the  Institution  ceased  before  my  own 
commenced. 

"  In  looking  back  to  recall  the  many  benefits  that  have  resulted 
from  the  education  of  the  blind,  and  adverting  to  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  have  qualified  themselves  within  our  walls,  to  go  forth  and 
teach  their  fellow  blind,  it  is  but  simple  justice  to  record  the  fact,  that 
one  of  our  earliest  and  most  intelligent  pupils,  Mr.  Eli  W.  Whelan, 
has  been  for  several  years  the  active  and  useful  presiding  officer  of 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  In  the  spring  of 
1848,  Mr.  Jacob  G.  Berry,  also  a  former  pupil  of  our  Institution,  was 
appointed  assistant  teacher  in  the  Literary  Department  of  the  same 
Institution,  where  he  appears  to  give  general  satisfaction.  He  occu- 
pies the  place  formerly  filled  by  Mr.  J.  Ramsey  (also  a  former  pupil), 
and  who  is  now  successfully  employed  in  teaching  music  in  Nashville." 

"  Since  our  last  report,  our  female  pupils  have  been  called  to 
mourn  the  decease  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Adolph.  She  had  for  some 
time  been  actively  and  successfully  employed  as  instructress  in  a  pri- 
vate family,  where  her  amiable  manners  and  mental  powers  had  given 
ample  testimony  of  what  might  be  accomplished  by  a  course  of  perse- 
vering industry.  Her  death  cast  a  shade  of  sadness  on  the  minds  of 
all  her  former  fellow  pupils,  by  whom  she  had  been  much  beloved. 
Here,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  to  notice  the  death  of  another  amiable  and 
beloved  female  pupil,  Miss  Sarah  A.  Eaton,  which  occurred  some 
months  before.  The  victim  of  a  lingering  disease,  she  became  a 
more  than  usual  object  of  regard  to  her  companions ;  and  her  depar- 
ture for  her  parent's  home,  where  she  died,  was  marked  as  one  of 
melancholy  interest,  by  those  who  long  had  known  her  kindness  and 
her  moral  worth." 

Among  many  former  pupils  of  the  Institution,  whose  present 
career  illustrates  its  usefulness,  the  names  of  Messrs.  William  H. 
Churchman,  William  C.  Graham,  Richard  Guyn,  Jonathan  Dyer, 
Mitchell  B.  Clark,  Hugh  Coyle,  Jewett  H.  Gray,  and  Samuel 
M'Giffin,  and  that  of  Miss  Sarah  Marsh,  particularly  call  for  repeat- 
ed and  honourable  mention.  Mr.  Churchman  continues  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  Principal  of  the  Indiana  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and 
the  others  are  fulfilling  the  duties  of  teachers,  in  various  departments 
of  that  or  kindred  institutions. 

A  recent  visit  by  upwards  of  forty  pupils  was  paid  to  Trenton,  and 
in  presence  of  the  State  officers  and  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey, 


25 

they  were  examined  in  their  studies,  and  performed  various  pieces  of 
vocal  and  instrumental  music.  The  assurance  was  given  by  the  au- 
dience, that  the  exercises  were  entirely  satisfactory. 

In  closing  this  Report,  I  may  be  allowed  to  express  the  trust,  that 
personal  inspection  by  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  will  prove 
that  the  Institution  continues  to  fulfil,  to  the  extent  of  its  means,  the 
ends  of  its  foundation.  I  would  appeal  especially  to  the  spirit  mani- 
fested by  the  pupils,  their  general  desire  for  knowledge,  their  attach- 
ment to  it  as  a  present  home,  their  contentment  and  their  cheerful- 
ness. If  the  assurance  may  be  felt  of  God's  blessing  on  any  work, 
it  is  certainly  on  this. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  R.  FRY,  Principal 


APPENDIX. 


LIST  OF  PUPILS  IN  THE  INSTITUTION  ON  THE  FIRST  DAY 

OF  JANUARY,  1849. 


Adair,  David, 
Baker,  "William, 
Bertram,  W.  D. 
Brennan,  James, 
Brooks,  Henry, 
Brown,  J.  0. 
Brownlee,  Augustus, 
Clayborn,  John  B. 
Dubbs,  Cyrus, 
Fortescue,  Walter  S. 
Frey,  Henry, 
Gamble,  Wm.  G. 
Ireland,  W.  J. 
Karrigan,  Ambrose, 
Lewis,  William, 
Loughery,  David, 
Mack,  Edward, 
M'Elrevey,  Richard, 
M'Millan,  William, 
M'Millan,  Alexander, 
Minich,  Joseph  W. 
Morton,  Sylvester, 
Paist,  S.  H. 
Peebles,  J.  J. 
Romig,  John  J. 
Smith,  William  J. 
Stahlnecker,  William  H 
Steiner,  John  h. 
Wendell,  John  F. 
Wheaton,  Robert, 


From  Pennsylvania. 

Allegheny  county. 
Wyoming  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Schuylkill  county. 
Dauphin  county. 

Do. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Lebanon  county. 
Philadelphia  city. 
Chester  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 

Do. 
Schuylkill  county. 
Bradford  county. 
Westmoreland  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Allegheny  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Juniata  county. 
Lehigh  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
Bucks  county. 
Bedford  county. 
Lehigh  county. 
Berks  county. 
Lehigh  county. 
Columbia  county. 
Luzerne  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 


Wood,  David, 
Weaver,  Peter, 
Wattson,  Benjamin, 

Bntz,  Frances, 
Cormany,  Maria, 
Erskine,  Emma  L. 
Fithian,  Phoebe  E. 
Foote,  Maria, 
Frisard,  Fleurine, 
Henderson,  Nancy, 
M'Cullock,  Isabella, 
M'Glaughlin,  Sarah, 
Pfahler,  Catharine, 
Raney,  Rebecca, 
Souder,  Caroline, 
Starret,  Mary  Ann, 
Twining,  Louisa  K. 


Allegheny  county. 
Blair  county. 
Mifflin  county. 

Monroe  county. 
Lebanon  county. 
Philadelphia  city. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Indiana  county. 
Philadelphia  city. 
Cumberland  county. 
Juniata  county. 
Philadelphia  city. 
Perry  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Montgomery  county. 


From  Maryland. 

Colburn,  H.  H.  Basford,  Margaret  C. 

Harris,  Edward  W.  Duley,  Sarah  A. 

Jones,  John  S.  T.  Hoke,  Fanny, 

Newcomer,  Alexander,  Wilson,  Elizabeth  A. 

From  New  Jersey. 

Cook,  John  E.  Cruser,  Catharine, 

Cruser,  Matilda,  Hildreth,  Hannah, 

Cruser,  Sarah,  Lawrence,  Rachel  L. 

From  Delaivare. 
Hannah  Kees. 


From  Virginia. 
Jane  -Womack. 

From  Arkansas. 
John  Stout. 

From  China. 
Fanny  Gutzlaflf. 
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Pupils  in  the  Work  Department  only. 
Besant,  Peter,  M'Cabe,  Michael, 

Boyd,  Edward,  M'Closkey,  James, 

Carolin,  Thomas,  Pancoast,  Thomas  G. 

Kinney,  Michael,  Sweeny,  Patrick. 

Maxwell,  Andrew, 


Resident  Pupils. 

Pyle,  Samuel, 

Gill,  Maria, 

Dandy,  Sarah  Ann, 

Jones, 

Maria, 

Donnelly,  Mary, 

Leard, 

Rachel, 

Fennimore,  Elizabeth  A. 

Lynch, 

Sarah, 

Fithian,  Anne, 

Mallett 

,  Mary  Ann, 

Gillem,  Hannah, 

Roberts 

s,  Mary  V. 

Hankins,  Matilda, 

Westby,  Emma. 

RECAPITULATION 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

From  Pennsylvania, 

33 

14 

47 

Maryland, 

4 

4 

8 

New  Jersey, 

2 

5 

7 

Delaware, 

1 

1 

Virginia, 

1 

1 

Arkansas, 

1 

1 

China, 

1 

1 

Resident  and  working 

pupils, 

9 

13 

22 

49  39  88 

Whole  number  of  pupils  in  the  Institution,  Jan.  1,  1848,  82 


Net  increase  during  the  past  year, 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CORPORATORS, 

AT  THEIR 

ANNUAL  MEETING,  MARCH  4,  1850. 


The  Seventeenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Corporators  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  was  held  at  the 
Institution  on  Monday  afternoon,  March  4th,  1850,  at  4  o'clock. 

Samuel  Breck,  Esq.  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  John  C.  Cresson 
appointed  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  having  been  read,  Mr. 
Waterman,  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  presented  their 
annual  report,  accompanied  by  the  report  of  the  Principal,  and  ac- 
counts of  the  Treasurer,  certified  by  the  Committee  of  Audit  and  In- 
spection :  all  of  which  on  motion  were  referred  to  the  Board  of  Ma- 
nagers, with  authority  to  publish  such  portions  thereof,  as  to  them 
may  seem  expedient. 

Dr.  Elwyn  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimous- 
ly agreed  to : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Contributors  deem  it  proper  to  notice  the  ser- 
vices of  A.  G.  Waterman,  Esq.  at  Harrisburg,  when  there  on  a  late 
visit  with  the  pupils  of  this  Institution;  particularly  for  the  influence 
and  exertions  he  used  in  obtaining  a  legislative  grant  of  Fifteen  Thou- 
sand dollars ;  and  their  thanks  therefor  are  hereby  tendered  to  him. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  B.  W.  Richards, 
Esq.  resigning  the  office  of  President  of  the  Institution: 

Philadelphia,  January  7,  1850. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind: — 

Gentlemen — Having  determined  to  resign  my  place  as  President 
of  the  Institution,  and  as  Manager,  I  beg  you  to  tender  this  as  my  re- 
spectful resignation  to  the  approaching  annual  meeting  of  the  Contri- 
butors. In  separating  myself  from  an  Institution  with  which  I  have 
been  connected  from  its  origin,  I  cannot  refrain  from  grateful  congra- 
tulations for  the  great  good  it  has  accomplished,  in  alleviating  the 
calamities  of  life,  and  in  elevating  its  successive  inmates  to  new  capa- 
cities for  enjoyment  and  usefulness. 

I  will  not  doubt  that  its  eminent  success  and  high  position,  will  be 


maintained  and  advanced  by  the  continuance  of  your  careful  and  faith- 
ful supervision. 

I  separate  myself  from  all  the  interesting  associations  with  the 
pupils  and  teachers,  and  from  my  connexion  with  you,  with  reluc- 
tance, and  with  earnest  and  abiding  wishes  for  the  continued  prospe- 
rity and  happiness  of  all;  especially  thankful,  Gentlemen,  for  the 
uniform  confidence,  kindness  and   courtesy,  with  which  you  have 

always  treated  me. 

I  am,  your  friend  and  ob'dt  serv't, 

B.  W.  RICHARDS. 

Whereupon  the  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Dr.  C.  Morris, 
and  adopted  unanimously,  and  a  copy  thereof  directed  to  be  transmit- 
ted to  Mr.  Richards. 

Resolved,  That  whilst  we  accept  the  resignation  of  our  late  highly 
esteemed  President,  Benjamin  W.  Richards,  Esq.,  we  feel  deep  re- 
gret at  thus  sundering  the  ties  by  which  we  have  been  bound  together 
since  the  foundation  of  the  Institution.  Through  the  whole  period 
which  has  elapsed,  we  have  recognised  in  him  the  affectionate  friend 
of  the  Blind,  the  intelligent  and  persevering  advocate  of  their  inte- 
rests, the  able  and  devoted  Manager  of  the  Institution,  and  during  the 
last  seven  years  the  courteous  and  efficient  presiding  officer  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Board. 

A  letter  was  also  received  from  Wm.  H.  Dillingham,  Esq.,  tender- 
ing his  resignation  as  a  Manager,  and  declining  re-election. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  then  proceeded  to  an  election  of  Officers 
and  Managers  for  the  ensuing  year,  Judge  Parsons  and  Mr.  Peale 
being  appointed  tellers. 

The  election  having  been  held,  the  tellers  reported  the  result,  and 
the  following  gentlemen  were  declared  duly  elected : — 

President. 
SAMUEL  BRECK. 

Vice-Presidents. 
R.  M.  PATTERSON,  M.D.  ALBERT  G.  WATERMAN, 

JOHN  K.  KANE,  J.  FRANCIS  FISHER. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
FRANKLIN  PEALE. 

Recording  Secretary. 
THEODORE  CUYLER. 


Treasurer. 
GEORGE  W.  EDELMAN. 

Consulting  Physician. 
CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.D. 

Managers. 

Edward  King,  A.  V.  Parsons, 

Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  M.D.  Evans  Rogers, 

Jacob  G.  Morris,  John  A.  Brown, 

John  C.  Cresson,  William  R.  Lejee, 

ROBLEY  DUNGLISON,  M.D.  JaMES  J.  BoSWELL, 

Alfred  L.  Elwyn,  M.D.  Isaac  Elliott, 

Caspar  Morris,  M.D.  Col.  J.  R.  Snowden. 


On  motion,  adjourned. 


JOHN  C.  CRESSON,  Secretary. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

FINANCE. 

W.  R.  Lejee,  John  K.  Kane, 

Isaac  Elliott. 

INSTRUCTION. 

Dr.  R.  M.  Patterson,  Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn, 

J.  Francis  Fisher,  Dr.  R.  Dunglison, 

John  C.  Cresson. 

HOUSEHOLD. 

Albert  G.  Waterman,  Jacob  G.  Morris, 

Dr.  T.  S.  Kirkbride,  John  A.  Brown, 

James  J.  Boswell. 

ADMISSION  AND  DISCHARGE. 

Franklin  Peale,  Anson  V.  Parsons, 

CoL  J.  R.  Snowden. 

FEMALE  VISITERS. 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Meigs,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Waterman, 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Patterson,  Mrs.  Samuel  Breck, 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Kane,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Fisher. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

Principal. 
William  Chapin. 

Teachers. 
Thomas  S.  Martin,  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Noyes. 

Assistant  Teachers. 
Hannah  Guillan  (Blind),  Matilda  Hankins  (Blind). 

Teacher  of  Music. 
Adolph  Schmitz. 

Assistant  Teachers. 
Samuel  Pyle  (Blind),  Sarah  Ann  Dandy  (Blind). 

Master  of  Handicraft. 
C.  H.  Meyer. 

Mistress  of  Handicraft. 
Mrs.  Leah  Ann  Sharpless. 

Assistant  Teacher. 
Rachel  Leard  (Blind). 

Matron. 
Mrs.  Eliza  White. 

Assistant  Matron. 
Miss  Rebecca  Collins. 

Printer  and  Storekeeper. 
Michael  Snider. 

Visiting  Physicians. 
A.  G.  Stocker,  M.D.  Wm.  B.  Page,  M.D. 


SEVENTEENTH 

ANNUAL    REPORT. 


In  presenting  to  the  Corporators  their  Seventeenth 
Annual  Report,  the  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitution for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  have  adopted, 
without  alteration,  as  their  own,  the  full  and  well  written 
Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Institution,  presented 
to  them  by  their  Principal,  Mr.  Chapin;  and  respect- 
fully call  the  attention  of  all  well-wishers  to  this 
charity  to  the  interesting  details  and  valuable  sugges- 
tions it  contains. 

Since  his  Report  was  written,  the  Principal,  accom- 
panied by  one  of  the  Managers,  Mr.  Waterman,  has 
visited  Harrisburg,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  exhibit- 
ing before  our  Legislature,  the  attainments  of  our  pu- 
pils ;  and  at  the  same  time  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Board,  asking  for  an  appropriation  to  enlarge  our 
buildings  and  increase  the  number  of  our  beneficiaries. 

We  have  never  found  that  our  appeals  to  the  bene- 
volence and  justice  of  our  State  Representatives  were 
made  in  vain;  and  we  have  now  gratefully  to  acknow- 
ledge a  further  endowment  of  $15,000  to  enable  us  to 
enlarge  our  accommodations,  and  have  reason  to  expect 
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an  increase  of  our  annual  allowance  for  the  education 
of  the  indigent  Blind. 

After  their  return  from  Harrisburg,  the  Principal, 
with  twenty-four  pupils,  made  a  visit  to  Annapolis,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  to  the  Legislature  of  Maryland 
the  progress  made  by  the  pupils  from  that  State,  and 
of  calling  their  attention  to  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  period  of  instruction,  and  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  their  beneficiaries.  This  object  will,  we  hope, 
also  be  attained. 

Since  the  last  Annual  Report,  the  interior  adminis- 
tration of  the  Institution  has  been  transferred  to  Mr. 
William  Chapin,  late  Principal  of  the  Ohio  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  on  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Joseph  R. 
Fry. 

The  Managers  cannot  take  leave  of  Mr.  Fry  with- 
out an  expression,  not  only  of  their  kindest  wishes,  but 
of  their  high  appreciation  of  his  talents,  most  sedu- 
lously devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Institution. 
From  the  tried  abilities  and  energies  of  his  successor, 
we  have  already  had  an  earnest  of  the  successful  pro- 
secution of  all  its  benevolent  objects. 

The  Managers  have  already  recorded  on  their  mi- 
nutes a  testimonial  of  their  regret  at  parting  with  their 
long  tried  friend,  Mr.  F.  Rasche,  for  nearly  twelve 
years  at  the  head  of  their  Musical  Department.  A 
regard  for  health  has  alone  obliged  him  to  resign  his 
laborious  situation,  in  which  he  not  only  commanded 
the  approbation  of  the  Board  as  an  Instructor,  but  by 
his  kindness  of  heart  and  affectionate  attention  to  the 
pupils,  contributed  largely  to  their  happiness,  and  to 
the  moral  discipline  of  the  School. 

His  place  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Adolph  Schmitz, 
who,  at  the  foundation  of  the  Institution,  and  for  three 
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years  after,  was  our  Teacher  of  Music;  and  as,  even 
in  his  separation,  he  continued  his  interest  in  it,  so  he 
returns  now  with  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties. 

The  Managers  have  still  further  to  notice  the  an- 
nouncement of  Mr.  T.  S.  Martin's  intention  to  leave 
the  Institution,  where  he  has  for  three  years  given  them 
the  highest  satisfaction  as  an  Instructor.  Our  separa- 
tion will  he  full  of  mutual  regrets,  and  we  trust  his 
successful  career,  in  whatever  walk  of  life  he  selects, 
may  he  a  reward  for  his  faithful  service  and  benevolent 
labours  here. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Managers. 

SAMUEL  BRECK, 

President. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

Gentlemen, — It  is  a  source  of  gratitude  to  the  Giver 
of  all  good,  that  this  Institution,  founded  in  a  spirit  of 
Christian  philanthropy,  continues  to  fulfil,  in  so  large 
a  measure,  the  object  of  its  founders.  Its  mission  of 
usefulness  to  an  interesting  portion  of  our  fellow  beings, 
claims  the  generous  sympathies  and  support  of  the 
community ;  while  the  fair  prospect  of  a  more  enlarged 
benefit  is  sufficient  to  stimulate  its  friends  to  renewed 
exertions. 

The  number  of  pupils  on  the  1st  January,  1849, 
was  88 ;  left  or  discharged  since  then,  9 ;  died,  1 ;  re- 
ceived during  the  year,  7 ;  remaining  in  the  Institu- 
tion, January  1,  1850,  85. 

Of  this  number,  there  are  supported  by  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  45;  New  Jersey,  6;  Maryland,  5; 
Delaware,  1;  by  relatives  or  friends;  6;  by  funds  of 
the  Institution,  21. 

This  statement  is  worthy  of  particular  regard  from 
the  Legislature  and  the  public,  as  showing  how  faith- 
fully and  usefully  the  funds  of  the  Institution  entrusted 
to  your  care,  have  been  applied,  in  extending  its  high 
and  humane  purposes.  While  the  State  has  so  ge- 
nerously provided  for  45  of  her  blind,  who  are  thus 
rescued  from  hopeless  ignorance  and  dependence,  your 
honourable  Board,  principally,  through  the  provident 
legacy  of  a  most  benevolent  and  estimable  individual, 
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William  Y.  Birch,  has  been  enabled  to  support  and 
educate  (including  eight  who  receive  wages),  21  ad- 
ditional blind  persons  of  Pennsylvania,  besides  pro- 
viding a  large  amount  of  clothing  for  the  State  pupils. 

A  fact  stated  in  a  previous  Report,  is  worthy  of  a 
repetition  here,  that  "less  than  one-fourth  of  the  pupils 
are  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  while  of 
the  means  for  the  support  of  the  Institution,  more  than 
one-half 'is  contributed  by  Philadelphia,  in  the  form  of 
taxes  and  donations,  or  is  derived  from  property  be- 
queathed or  given  by  its  benevolent  citizens,  showing 
how  generally  the  benefits  of  the  Institution  are  ex- 
tended over  the  State." 

The  branches  of  instruction  are  such  as  are  pursued 
in  our  best  seminaries,  embracing  Othography, 
Reading,  Writing,  Geography,  Arithmetic,  Gram- 
mar, History,  Rhetoric,  Logic,  Physiology,  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  Astronomy,  Algebra,  Geome- 
try, Trigonometry,  Mental  and  Moral  Philoso- 
phy, Geology,  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
Chemistry,  Evidences  of  Christianity,  Political 
Economy,  and  Meteorology. 

Lectures,  also,  on  useful  and  entertaining  know- 
ledge, are  delivered  weekly  in  the  Institution  by  the 
Principal,  and  the  more  advanced  pupils  have  attended 
the  interesting  lectures  on  Shakspeare  and  on  Eng- 
lish Literature,  by  Mr.  Dana  and  Professor  H.  Reed, 
by  the  kind  invitations  of  those  gentlemen,  and  the 
Committee  acting  with  them. 

The  department  of  instruction  is  greatly  indebted 
to  the  able  and  faithful  services  of  Mr.  T.  S.  Martin 
and  Miss  E.  A.  Noyes,  as  principal  teachers,  assisted 
by  Misses  Hannah  Guillan  and  Matilda  Hankins,  resi- 
dent pupils,  whose   labours  are   of  much  value  to  the 
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Institution.  Valuable  assistance  is  also  rendered  in 
the  instruction  of  several  classes,  by  Misses  E.  A. 
Fennimore,  S.  Lynch,  S.  A.  Mallett,  and  H.  Hildretb, 
pupils. 

The  order  of  exercises  may  be  stated  in  general 
terms,  as  follows: — the  pupils  rise  at  a  quarter  before  6 ; 
prayers  at  half  past  6 ;  breakfast  at  7  ;  school  exercises 
and  music  until  1  ;  dinner  and  recess  until  2 ;  school 
exercises  for  the  younger  pupils,  and  employment  in 
the  shop  and  work-rooms  for  the  others,  from  2  to  5 ; 
recess ;  tea  at  6 ;  reading  to  the  pupils,  or  lecture 
from  7  to  8 ;  prayers.  The  pupils  retire  at  8,  9  and 
10  o'clock,  according  to  their  ages.  An  intermission 
of  ten  minutes  is  allowed  at  the  close  of  every  hour 
through  the  day,  for  recreation  in  the  open  air. 

Compared  with  other  schools,  more  hours  would 
seem  to  be  employed  here,  than  is  usual  with  children 
of  their  ages.  But  our  recesses  for  exercise  occur 
more  frequently  than  elsewhere,  and  the  studies  are 
so  diversified  by  music,  recreation  and  labour,  that  the 
discipline  of  their  minds  and  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge, become  to  our  pupils,  what  the  Creator  intended 
it  should  be  for  all,  a  delightful  and  health  giving  em- 
ployment. 

The  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  remarkably  good, 
resulting  in  great  part  from  the  systematic  regularity 
of  their  time,  in  meals,  rest,  study  and  exercise,  and 
the  able  services  of  the  attending  physicians,  Doctors 
A.  E.  Stocker  and  William  B.  Page. 

Mrs.  E.  White,  the  Matron,  continues  to  conduct 
the  domestic  affairs  of  our  large  household  with  her 
usual  ability  and  economy.  And  Mrs.  L.  A.  Sharp- 
less,  with  her  faithful  assistant,  Miss  R.  Leard,  gives 
entire  satisfaction  in  her  interesting  charge  of  instruct- 


13 

ing  the  female  pupils  in  the  various  branches  of  useful 
and  ornamental  work. 

Since  the  resignation  of  Mr.  F.  Rasche,  as  Teacher 
of  Music,  in  consequence  of  ill  health,  Mr.  Adolph 
Schmitz,  appointed  by  you  his  successor,  has  entered 
upon  his  duties.  From  his  acknowledged  talent  and 
experience  in  this  beautiful  science,  we  have  reason  to 
hope,  that  the  high  credit  which  this  department  has 
hitherto  enjoyed,  will  be  sustained.  Mr.  Schmitz  is 
assisted  by  Mr.  Samuel  Pyle,  a  former  pupil,  who 
possesses  a  fine  musical  talent  and  a  familiar  know- 
ledge of  all  the  music  practised  in  the  Institution. 

Miss  Sarah  A.  Dandy  continues  her  valuable  aid  in 
the  instruction  of  a  number  of  the  female  pupils  on  the 
piano.  To  a  profound  knowledge  of  the  science  of 
music  she  unites  a  remarkable  tact  and  facility  in 
teaching. 

The  cultivation  of  music  is  a  source  of  much  ra- 
tional enjoyment  to  the  pupils,  and  they  have  gene- 
rally exhibited  remarkable  talent  in  its  performances. 
This  consideration,  and  also  its  acknowledged  good 
moral  influence,  commend  it  to  that  liberal  encourage- 
ment which  you  have  ever  bestowed  upon  it. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  branch  of  the  whole  system  de- 
vised for  the  education  of  the  Blind,  that  has  latterly 
elicited  more  attention  and  awakened  more  earnest 
solicitude,  than  the  Manufacturing  Department  ; 
especially  in  its  relation  to  the  future  welfare  of  the 
pupils.  Nor  is  there  any,  perhaps,  requiring  more 
wisdom  and  cautious  consideration. 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  teaching  a  blind  boy  all  the 
elements  of  knowledge  available  to  others.  Blindness 
is  found  to  be  no  impediment  to  a  fair  average  develop- 
ment  of  mental   power.     The  moral   sentiments  also 
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may  be  trained  as  correctly  as  those  of  seeing  persons, 
and  their  hearts  and  their  hands  may  be  easily  fitted 
for  various  branches  of  mechanical  labour. 

For  persons  thus  constituted,  there  needs  no  argu- 
ment at  this  time,  in  favour  of  a  good  education  in  all 
these  particulars.  Common  justice,  as  well  as  hu- 
manity, demands  this.  The  great  object  is  to  place 
the  blind  man  in  the  community  as  nearly  as  possible 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  seeing;  to  enable  him  to 
provide  for  his  own  maintenance,  and  thus  save  him 
from  a  dependence  upon  public  or  private  charity, 
which  is  the  real  misfortune  of  blindness. 

A  portion  of  the  educated  blind  will  become  teachers 
in  similar  institutions.  We  have  already  remarkable 
examples  of  this  kind.  Among  those  who  have  cre- 
ditably distinguished  themselves  as  Principals  of  In- 
stitutions for  the  Blind,  may  be  mentioned,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Penniman,  in  the  Ohio  Institution,  from  Boston;  Mr. 
W.  H.  Churchman,  in  the  Indiana  Institute;  Mr.  Eli 
W.  Whelan  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Berry,  in  the  Tennes- 
see Institution,  (each  of  which  last  three  were  former 
pupils  here),  and  Mr.  Samuel  Bacon,  in  the  Illinois 
Institute,  formerly  a  pupil  in  Ohio. 

Besides  these,  it  is  gratifying  to  refer  to  the  follow- 
ing talented  blind  persons,  who  are  or  have  been  re- 
cently engaged  as  teachers  in  institutions,  or  in  a  pri- 
vate capacity,  viz.  W.  C.  Graham,  R.  Guyn,  Jewett 
H.  Gray,  Mitchell  B.  Clark,  J.  Ramsey,  Jonathan 
Dyer,  H.  Coyle,  Otis  Patten,  Joseph  Smith,  L.  S. 
Newell,  Aaron  Rose,  G.  Hoyt,  Miss  Josephine  Ma- 
rieus,  S.  M'Giffin,  Sarah  Marsh,  Lovinia  Booth,  and 
Wm.  Gotshall. 

There  are  probably  others  from  the  New  York, 
Massachusetts,  and  other  institutions,  whose  names  do 
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not  at  present  occur  to  us,  and  who,  with  the  above 
honourable  list,  have  given  abundant  evidence  of  ability 
to  impart  as  well  as  to  receive  instruction  in  the  higher 
intellectual  branches,  music  and  handicraft. 

Yet  these  form  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole 
number  of  blind  persons  received  into  the  institutions 
of  the  country.  By  far  the  greater  number  must  de- 
pend upon  mechanical  labour,  and  happily  this  neces- 
sity is  also  their  choice.  For  there  is  not  in  the  com- 
munity a  class  more  disposed  to  industry  than  the 
educated  blind.  And,  if  the  adage  be  true,  that  "  God 
helps  those  who  help  themselves,"  their  future  is  not 
a  hopeless  one. 

It  is  desirable,  I  think,  that  as  many  of  the  male 
pupils  as  possible,  should,  after  their  education  is  com- 
pleted, be  encouraged  to  go  forth  into  the  world — to 
engage  in  its  toils  and  trials — contend  with  its  difficul- 
ties— and  gain,  in  the  severer  school  of  experience, 
some  of  those  stern  and  manly  traits  of  character, 
which  they  cannot  acquire  in  any  other.  There  are 
some  practical  business  habits  which  can  be  learned 
only  in  the  open  conflicts  of  life,  and  in  its  marts  of 
traffic  and  industry. 

It  cannot  be  our  true  policy  to  paralyze  the  already 
crippled  energies  of  a  young  blind  man,  by  prepossessing 
his  mind  with  the  dreary  prospect  of  certain  failure  in 
his  struggles  with  the  world.  We  should  rather  bid 
him  push  along — to  grapple  on.  Let  him  believe  in  his 
success,  and  it  is  half  attained  already.  Feeble  and 
doubting  minds  make  weak  hands.  Success  depends 
more  upon  ourselves,  than  on  the  circumstances  which 
surround  us. 

Yet,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  many  of  the  blind 
may  not  succeed.     Some  have  no  heart  to  try.     We 
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shall  have  therefore  around  us  a  large  arid  growing 
number  of  those  whom  we  have  educated,  and  who, 
from  various  causes,  may  be  unable  fully  to  support 
themselves  alone  in  the  world,  but  who  might  earn 
their  own  subsistence  in  an  establishment  prepared  ex- 
pressly for  them. 

The  necessity  of  a  Retreat  of  this  kind  for  the 
industrious  blind,  is  now  admitted  by  all  who  have 
any  experience  on  the  subject.  So  far  as  circum- 
stances force  this  condition  of  things  upon  us,  we  must 
meet  it.  Yet  we  are  to  guard  against  the  tendencies 
to  this  necessity,  which  certain  arguments  in  its  favour 
are  creating  in  the  minds  of  the  pupils  themselves. 

If  we  build  up  an  establishment  of  the  kind  in  con- 
nexion with  each  of  our  larger  institutions,  and  defend 
its  necessity,  by  attempting  to  show  to  the  blind  the 
hopeless  prospect  of  their  maintaining  themselves  else- 
where, we  not  only  provide  for  an  inevitable  condition 
of  things,  but  we  greatly  strengthen  its  force,  by  re- 
pressing in  advance  that  natural  independence  of  mind 
which  so  many  of  the  blind  feel,  and  which  would  lead 
them  abroad  to  rely  upon  their  own  energies.  If  our 
young  men  are  taught  to  relij  upon  a  large  manufactu- 
ring establishment  as  their  ultimate  or  only  hope,  it  will 
do  much  to  prevent  those  outreaching  plans  and  devices 
which  so  often  lead  to  success,  in  the  schemes  of  life. 
The  young  oak,  shaken  and  tossed  by  the  tempests  of 
the  world,  pushes  out  its  roots  on  every  side,  to  take 
a  larger  and  firmer  hold  upon  the  earth. 

It  is  a  fact  not  to  be  overlooked  in  this  connexion, 
that  many  of  the  pupils  have  relatives  and  friends  in 
moderate  or  comfortable  circumstances,  whose  desire 
as  well  as  duty  it  is  to  furnish  them  with  such  facili- 
ties as  the  blind  mechanic  needs;  such  as  a  small  capi- 
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tal  for  tools,  stock,  &,c.,  and  who  would  aid  in  their 
own  neighbourhoods  in  the  disposal  of  their  manufac- 
tures. This  might  not  in  all  cases  realize  a  full  sup- 
port, nor,  perhaps,  an  income  equal  to  that  of  a  seeing 
workman.  It  is  not  indispensable  that  the  blind  me- 
chanic should  fully  compete  with  a  seeing  one.  There 
are  many  advantages,  social  and  domestic,  in  the  asso- 
ciations of  home  and  neighbourhood,  which  compensate 
for  all  this,  and  render  the  blind  person  on  the  whole 
more  happy  among  his  immediate  friends  than  he  could 
be  under  any  other  circumstances.  /  should  hesitate 
about  disturbing  such  associations,  where  they  really  ex- 
ist. On  the  contrary,  wherever  there  is  a  prospect  of 
a  small  business,  such  as  some  of  our  interior  towns 
afford,  with  the  good  offices  of  friends,  to  lend  the 
hind  of  aid  which  we  propose  above,  I  would  recom- 
mend the  young  blind  mechanic  to  look  forward  to 
that  as  his  future  business  destination.  If  this  experi- 
ment fail,  after  full  trial,  it  will  then  be  time  enough  to 
turn  back  to  his  alma  mater. 

Without  a  policy  of  this  kind,  which  shall  rather  di- 
rect the  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  pupils  abroad, 
than  concentrate  them  for  all  future  time  around  a  great 
central  institution,  we  may  build  up  an  overgrown 
manufacturing  establishment  that  will  prove  extremely 
burdensome  and  unmanageable  hereafter. 

The  only  danger  in  the  incipient  stages  of  such  a 
project  is  its  direction  and  tendencies.  We  can  control 
the  exigencies  of  a  small  establishment  without  much 
difficulty.  Yet  even  here  we  have  experienced  some 
trials.  But  we  must  contemplate,  in  the  future,  a 
community  of  one  or  two  hundred  educated  blind  per- 
sons with  trades.  If  our  policy  shall  lead  us  to  break 
up  all  their  other  associations,  and  concentrate  them 
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and  all  their  interest,  in  one  large  manufacturing  esta- 
blishment, it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  the  evils,  disap- 
pointments, and  failure  which  must  inevitably  attend  it. 

The  inmates  of  such  a  "Retreat"  would  not  remain 
young.  Disease  and  infirmity  would  be  creeping  on 
with  years.  What  shall  be  done  with  the  aged — the 
faithful — but  the  sick  and  superannuated,  which  would 
in  large  numbers  fall  to  the  inheritance  of  such  an  in- 
stitution, to  say  nothing  of  the  fluctuations  and  revul- 
sions to  which  all  manufactories  are  subject? 

It  may  be  replied,  the  growth  of  such  an  establish- 
ment might  be  regulated  by  circumstances.  But  the 
circumstances  themselves  had  better  be  shaped  now, 
before  they  are  too  strong  to  grapple  with  them.  It 
is  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  this  must  not  become  a 
mere  asylum — another  "  Quinze  Vingts."*  And  yet, 
while  we  rigidly  hold  to  the  principle  of  confining  one 
institution  exclusively  to  the  instruction  of  blind  youth, 
and  the  "Home"  or  "  Retreat,"  to  the  employment 
of  the  industrious,  the  time  will  come  when  an  Asylum, 
in  its  strictest  sense,  for  the  aged  and  helpless  blind, 
will  have  strong  claims  upon  the  public  benevolence. 

It  is  inferred,  then,  notwithstanding  all  the  wise 
caution  that  may  be  used  on  this  important  subject,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  growth  of  such  a  "Retreat" 
will  be  as  rapid,  as  it  will  be  convenient  to  provide  for, 
without  any  extraordinary  efforts  to  increase  it. 

A  department  of  this  kind  has  already  been  esta- 
blished in  connexion  with  this  Institution,  in  which  a 
small  number  of  our  young  men  are  employed.     They 

*  This  is  a  Hospital  in  Paris,  containing  300  blind  adults,  many  of  them 
with  families,  numbering  with  their  children,  about  850  persons.  This  singu- 
lar institution  was  founded  by  Louis  IX.,  and  is  supported  by  funds  granted  by 
government. 
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receive  wages,  pay  their  own  board,  are  provided  with 
lodgings  and  sitting  rooms  in  a  separate  building  on 
the  premises,  under  the  careful  supervision  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Meyer ;  work  in  the  same  workshop  with  the  pu- 
pils, and  take  their  meals  at  the  institution  table. 

This  is  regarded  as  the  nucleus  only,  of  what  this 
separate  department  is  designed  to  be.  In  Boston  and 
New  York,  a  number  of  blind  adults  have  been  em- 
ployed on  wages  for  several  years ;  and  a  large  edifice 
has  been  erected  in  connexion  with  the  New  York 
Institution,  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  $15,000  having 
been  appropriated  for  the  purpose. 

The  only  impediment  thus  far  encountered  or  ap- 
prehended, is  the  difficulty  of  finding  sale  for  all  the 
work  as  fast  as  made.  It  is  obvious  that  the  amount 
of  encouragement  to  be  offered  to  our  blind  workmen 
is  to  be  measured  by  our  success  in  disposing  of  their 
manufactured  wares. 

To  facilitate  this,  a  store  has  been  opened  in  the 
basement  of  No.  124  Market  street,  a  central  location; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  when  it  is  generally  known  that 
these  manufactures  are  well  made,  and  of  the  very  best 
materials,  and  afforded  at  the  lowest  market  prices,  the 
inducements  to  purchase  will  enable  us  to  carry  out  an 
object  of  such  vast  interest  to  the  blind. 

Some  of  the  advantages  secured  by  a  "  Retreat" 
for  the  industrious  blind,  are,  that  stocks  of  the  raw 
material  may  be  purchased  by  the  quantity  at  the  lowest 
prices.  A  master  of  the  shop  is  constantly  present  to 
direct — a  division  of  labour  and  the  aid  of  machinery 
is  secured — and  the  articles  are  sold  without  any  delay 
or  loss  to  the  inmates.  These  advantages  are  of  great 
importance  over  those  of  the  isolated  blind  workmen. 

The  articles  manufactured  by  the  male  pupils  are 
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Brushes,  of  various  kinds,  Willow  Baskets,  Door 
Mats  and  Carpets.  It  is  proposed  to  add  Coir 
Mats  and  Mattresses.  Mr.  C.  H.  Meyer  continues 
to  conduct  this  important  department  with  great  abi- 
lity and  faithfulness.  The  female  pupils  are  engaged 
in  the  various  styles  of  knitting,  and  bead  baskets, 
which  are  justly  the  admiration  of  all,  and  a  source  of 
some  profit  to  themselves. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  statement  of  the 
operations  of  the  work  department,  prepared  by  Mr. 
M.  Snider,  whose  exact  and  methodical  attention  to 
the  details  of  this  interest,  and  to  other  multifarious 
duties  of  the  Institution,  render  his  services  of  peculiar 
value. 

By  this  account  it  will  appear  that  the  value  of  the 
articles  manufactured  during  the  year,  is        $4,074  04 

Sales  during  the  year,         -  3,259  69 

It  will  be  noticed,  that  a  large  amount  of  our  wares 
has  been  accumulating  during  the  past  two  years. 
Vigorous  efforts  are  being  made  to  dispose  of  them, 
with  reasonable  prospects  of  success. 

Much  difference  of  opinion  and  action  has  prevailed 
in  our  several  institutions  in  regard  to  the  most  suit- 
able age  for  receiving  pupils.  It  has  been  supposed 
by  some,  that  an  early  age  is  preferable,  from  the  su- 
perior advantage  it  gives  in  training  children  who  are 
exposed  by  their  misfortune  to  so  many  adverse  influ- 
ences at  home,  and  with  the  seeing. 

Yet,  with  all  the  benefits  that  may  be  justly  claimed 
in  favour  of  early  moral  and  mental  discipline,  and  they 
can  scarcely  be  overrated,  there  are  well  grounded  ob- 
jections against  the  reception  of  very  young  blind 
children.  Except  in  certain  cases,  where  proper  pa- 
rental care  is  wanting,  it  may  even  be  doubted  whether 
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the  stricter  regulations  and  systematic  routine  of  a 
public  institution  are  so  well  suited  to  the  tender  and 
elastic  spirits  of  very  young  persons,  as  the  kind  and 
ever  watchful  presence  of  maternal  influence  at  home. 

But  the  graver  objection  lies  in  the  fact,  that  insti- 
tutions like  this  are  established  for  a  specific  purpose, 
with  a  limited  income ;  and  these  will  not  permit  them 
to  take  all  blind  children  from  the  earliest  school  pe- 
riod, and  retain  them  to  the  age  of  manhood.  The 
time  of  instruction  is  usually  limited  from  five  to  seven 
years  in  other  institutions,  and  eight  years  in  this. 
And  during  this  period,  the  pupil  is  not  only  to  receive 
a  good  English  and  musical  education,  but  a  mechani- 
cal trade  also,  as  the  business  of  life. 

In  the  old  and  well-regulated  elemosynary  institu- 
tions in  Europe,  for  the  training  and  education  of  chil- 
dren, the  usual  age  of  reception  is  from  six  to  ten* — 
the  period  adopted  in  the  Girard  College — and  they  are 
discharged  at  about  fourteen,  to  enter  a  counting-house 
or  learn  a  trade.  We  receive  pupils  under  different 
circumstances.  They  are  to  remain  here  until  they 
learn  their  trades.  Our  course  of  education,  there- 
fore, is  intended  to  embrace  the  whole  period  of  in- 
struction and  preparation  for  active  life. 

If  the  age  of  admission  for  blind  children  be  as  early 
as  six  or  eight,  they  must  be  discharged  at  fourteen  or 
sixteen,  the  age  at  which  all  other  boys  are  put  out  to 
learn  a  business.  This  would  be  manifestly  to  defeat 
the  great  object  of  such  institutions,  which  is  to  pre- 
pare the  blind  for  their  own  support.  The  alternative, 
therefore,  must  be,  either  not  to  admit  male  pupils  un- 

*  Christ's  Hospital,  the  largest  and  oldest  educational  establishment  in  Great 
Britain,  admits  boys  from  six  to  ten;  the  Blue  Coat  School,  of  Liverpool,  from 
nine  to  ten;  Herriot's  Hospital,  Edinburgh,  from  seven  to  eleven — and  this  is  the 
general  average. 
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der  eleven  or  twelve,  except  in  cases  of  great  neglect  at 
home,  or  to  extend  the  period  of  their  stay  several 
years  longer.  The  latter  could  not  be  done  without 
denying  to  many  applicants,  of  equally  strong  claims, 
the  benefits  of  the  Institution  altogether. 

Girls  may  be  received  a  little  younger  than  boys. 
In  all  cases,  blind  children,  too  young  to  be  admitted, 
should  be  supplied  with  an  alphabet  and  one  or  two 
elementary  books  in  the  raised  print,  and  taught  to  read 
at  home,  together  with  some  knowledge  of  Geography 
and  numbers. 

Our  Printing  Department  has  contributed  nothing 
for  several  years  past.  The  Library  of  the  Blind  is 
very  limited,  and  its  increase  is  much  needed.  Their 
Bible  is  of  priceless  value,  and  an  unfailing  consolation. 
Books  of  reference  particularly  are  required.  A  Dic- 
tionary of  current  words,  with  short  definitions,  would 
be  a  most  valuable  acquisition,  and  an  important  aux- 
iliary to  the  labours  of  the  teacher.  May  we  not  hope 
that  some  benevolent  individual  will  associate  his  name 
with  such  a  gift  to  the  Library  of  the  Blind,  and  thus 
become  one  of  their  true  benefactors  in  all  future  time? 

The  Institution  is  supplied  with  many  excellent  em- 
bossed maps,  executed  chiefly  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Snider.  A  large  Globe  in  relief,  however,  is  much 
needed. 

I  would  also  respectfully  recommend  the  collection 
of  a  Cabinet  of  useful  and  curious  models,  of  animals, 
orders  of  architecture,  and  other  interesting  objects  of 
nature  and  art,  not  otherwise  accessible  to  the  blind. 

The  Committee  of  Instruction  having  authorized  the 
selection  of  some  suitable  Philosophical  Apparatus, 
these  articles  will  be  procured  as  required. 

Two  of  our  late  pupils,  Walter  S.  Fortescue  and 
David  Longhery,  now  in  the  Senior  Class  of  the  Uni- 
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versity  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  I  learn  they  sustain 
a  very  respectable  rank,  will,  it  is  expected,  honoura- 
bly graduate  in  May  next. 

I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
additional  buildi7igs.  This  edifice  was  erected  when 
the  number  of  the  blind  under  instruction  was  very 
small;  but  at  the  present  time  there  are  not  rooms 
sufficient  for  dormitories,  music  and  class  rooms.  The 
blind  are  few  in  number,  compared  with  the  whole 
population ;  and  it  is  quite  practicable  to  provide  for 
every  suitable  case.  But  without  an  enlargement  of 
our  buildings,  it  will  be  impossible  to  receive  the  ad- 
ditional applications  arising  from  the  annual  increase 
of  the  population.  Shut  out  from  this  Institution,  the 
indigent  blind  of  the  Commonwealth  have  no  other 
resource. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  express  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  kindness  I  have  received  from 
your  honourable  Board,  in  the  short  period  of  my  con- 
nexion with  this  Institution.  Your  cheering  confi- 
dence inspires  me  with  renewed  zeal  in  a  cause  dear  to 
my  heart,  and  in  which  I  have  been  long  engaged 
in  another  field  of  labour.  Though  the  community  may 
not  be  fully  aware  of  the  value  of  your  own  disinte- 
rested labours,  there  is  a  large  number  of  grateful  and 
not  silent  hearts  within  our  walls,  who  regard  you  as 
their  real  benefactors,  and  whose  wonderful  improve- 
ment in  all  that  can  elevate  the  condition  of  human  life, 
mitigate  one  of  its  severest  afflictions,  and  prepare  it 
for  the  higher  enjoyments  of  the  Heavenly  world,  must 
be  the  richest  earthly  reward  to  the  doer  of  good. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  CHAPIN, 

February  1,  1850.  Principal. 
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A. 

REPORT  ON  EXCURSIONS  TO  HARRISBURG,  ANNAPOLIS  AND 

BALTIMORE. 

Gentlemen, — For  several  years  past,  the  attention  of  your  Board 
has  been  seriously  directed  to  the  necessity  of  additional  buildings. 
The  preceding  Report  adverts  also  to  this  subject. 

Impressed  with  this  great  necessity,  and  relying  upon  the  liberal 
justice  of  the  Honourable  Legislature,  your  Board  sanctioned  a  visit 
of  the  Principal,  accompanied  by  A.  G.  Waterman,  Esq.,  with  twenty- 
four  pupils,  to  Harrisburg,  during  the  present  month — when  a  demon- 
stration was  made  before  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  the  Officers  of  State,  in  the  Representatives'  Chamber, 
of  the  literary,  musical  and  mechanical  attainments  of  the  pupils. 

We  were  received  with  the  greatest  kindness ;  invited,  by  special 
resolution,  to  take  seats  within  the  Hall;  and  while  there,  the  muni- 
ficent Act  for  the  relief  of  this  Institution  was  passed  without  a  dis- 
senting voice. 

There  has  probably  seldom  been  witnessed  a  more  interesting  exhi- 
bition of  the  harmonious  action  of  the  sentiments  of  justice  and  bene- 
volence, with  a  high  appreciation  of  a  great  moral  achievement,  than 
in  the  spontaneous  act  of  the  intelligent  representatives  of  a  great 
State  on  that  occasion.  Inspired  by  a  magnanimous  pride  in  sustain- 
ing a  cause  of  such  unmixed  benevolence,  both  houses  passed  the  Bill 
appropriating  the  sum  needed  for  enlarging  our  building,  with  a  unani- 
mity and  hearty  cordiality  rarely  witnessed  in  the  halls  of  legislation. 
The  gratitude  of  all  the  friends  of  the  blind  is  due  to  God  for  thus 
disposing  the  hearts  of  our  rulers  in  so  signal  an  act  of  justice  and 
mercy.  The  welfare  of  the  blind  child  of  Pennsylvania  can  never 
suffer  in  such  hands  and  with  such  hearts. 

Immediately  after  our  return  from  Harrisburg,  a  similar  visit,  with 
the  same  number  of  pupils,  was  made  to  Annapolis,  to  exhibit  their 
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attainments  and  the  method  of  their  instruction  before  the  Legislature 
of  Maryland.  This  exhibition  took  place  in  the  House  of  Delegates, 
and  the  same  evidence  of  the  most  unequivocal  gratification  was  given 
by  the  members  here  as  at  Harrisburg,  especially  at  the  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  the  pupils  from  Maryland  acquitted  themselves  in 
their  public  examinations. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  House  of  Delegates,  by  a  unanimous 
vote, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  House  be  given  to  the  Principal 
and  Officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the 
Blind,  for  the  gratifying  exhibition  of  the  pupils  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  especially  for  the  kind  attention  bestowed  upon  the  pupils 
from  Maryland,  as  witnessed  in  the  attainments  they  have  made. 

The  State  of  Maryland  sustains  five  pupils  here,  and  the  object  of 
this  visit  was  to  satisfy  its  Legislature  that  the  appropriation  was  judi- 
ciously bestowed,  and  also  to  ask  of  that  liberal  and  enlightened  body 
the  means  to  provide  for  an  additional  number  of  their  indigent  Blind, 
and  to  extend  the  period  of  their  instruction  to  eight  years.  I  am 
happy  to  report  that  a  bill  has  just  passed  both  houses,  without  a  dis- 
senting voice,  in  answer  to  the  memorial  of  your  Board,  granting  two 
thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  extending  the  time  of  the  pupils  as  above 
stated. 

By  a  happy  coincidence,  on  the  same  day  the  news  reached  us  of 
the  passage  of  the  above  act,  an  application  was  made  by  a  philan- 
thropic individual  in  behalf  of  three  blind  children  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  who  could  not  otherwise  have  been  provided  for. 

The  State  of  Delaware  appropriates  means  for  the  education  of  five 
pupils,  but  at  this  time  we  have  only  one  pupil  from  that  State.  It  is 
proposed  to  take  early  measures  to  increase  the  number. 

On  our  return  from  Annapolis,  we  gave  two  public  exhibitions  be- 
fore the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  which  were  largely  attended  by  the 
most  intelligent  audiences,  and  with  the  most  gratifying  results. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  commending  to  your  par- 
ticular notice,  for  our  thankful  acknowledgments,  the  following  persons : 

Mr.  Joseph  Yeager,  President  of  the  Lancaster  and  Harrisburg 
Rail-road ;  Messrs.  Peters  and  Rockafellow,  of  the  Philadelphia 
and  Columbia  Rail-road;  the  Hon.  Canal  Commissioners  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  Mr.  William  Parker,  General  Superintendent  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail-road,  and  Mr.  Swan,  President  of  the 
Annapolis  and  Junction  Rail-road,  for  free  passages  on  their  several 
lines;   Mr.    Herr,   of   the   Hotel   at  Harrisburg,  for  a  reduction  of 
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fare  and  many  kind  attentions ;  Mrs.  Basford,  Mr.  Shepherd,  and 
others,  of  Annapolis,  for  accommodating  our  female  pupils  free  of 
charge,  and  other  kind  offices;  His  Honour,  the  Mayor  of  Anna- 
polis, for  the  free  use  of  a  public  hall  for  a  concert;  F.  Lucas,  Jr., 
Esq.,  and  F.  G.  and  A.  G.  Waters,  Esqrs.,  Dr.  Colburn  and  Mrs. 
F.  G.  Waters,  Baltimore,  for  aiding  the  object  of  our  visit,  and 
many  kind  attentions  to  the  pupils ;  Mr.  H.  M.  Smith,  of  the 
American  Hotel,  Baltimore,  for  a  great  reduction  of  charges  and 
careful  attentions ;  Messrs.  Knabe  &l  Gaehle,  Baltimore,  for  the 
gratuitous  use,  including  transportation,  of  one  of  their  splendid  toned 
grand  piano-fortes ;  and  to  the  conductors  of  all  the  rail-road  lines  for 
their  kind  and  gentlemanly  care  of  our  party,  numbering  thirty  per- 
sons;  all  of  which  contributed  to  render  these  journeys,  otherwise 
attended  with  great  personal  care  and  labour,  exceedingly  pleasant  and 
profitable  to  the  pupils  and  officers  accompanying  them. 

Very  respectfully,  <fcc, 

WILLIAM  CHAPIN,  Principal 
February  28,  1850. 


STATEMENTS   EXHIBITING   THE   CONDITION   OF   THE  MANUFAC- 
TURING DEPARTMENT,  FURNISHED  BY  MR.  M.  SNIDER. 

List  of  Articles  made  in  the  Institution  in  1849. 

BY  MALE  PUPILS. 

946  Cloth  Brushes, 
460  Hair         do. 
384  Horse      do. 

26  Sweeping  Brushes, 

7  Dusters, 
115  Crumb  Brushes, 
142  Hat  do. 

96  Stereotype  plate  Brushes, 

44  Ley  do. 

451  Wall  do. 

108  Stove  do, 

11,390  Handscrubs, 
633  Clamps, 
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2,438  Shoe  Brushes, 
123  Flesh       do. 


17,363  valued  at 
202    Door  Mats,    - 
766§  yards  Carpet  weaving, 
73    Willow  Baskets, 


BY  GIRLS. 

346  articles  of  Knitting,     - 
1512  Bead  Baskets, 

86  articles,  chiefly  of  beads, 
Sewing.-— 12  Aprons, 

22  Kerchiefs, 
4  Napkins, 
8  Pillow  cases, 
74  Sheets, 


$3077 

07 

151 

11 

213 

40 

25 

53 

$3467 

11 

195 

29 

373 

61 

25 

99 

12  04 


606  93 


Total, 

WORK  DEPARTMENT. 
Account  of  Stock,  Expenses,  Sales,  fyc. 


$4074  04 


DR. 


Value  of  finished  and  unfinished  goods,  on  hand  Jan. 
1,  1849, 

Reduced  33  per  cent. 


Value  of  raw  material,  same  date, 

Do.  do.  bought  in  1849, 

Paid  for  instruction  (one-half  charged), 
Paid  wages,  viz:— 

To  adult  males,  in  board  and  lodging, 

Do.         do.     and  others,  in  cash, 
To  girls  for  overwork, 


- 

- 

$3556  77 

- 

1173  73 

2383  04 

- 

- 

560  23 

- 

- 

2847  28 

- 

- 

425  00 

$428 

75 

523 

91 

290 

20 

1242  86 

$7458  41 
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CR. 

Amount  of  sales  in  1819,         -  $3259  69 

Value   of  goods  on  hand  Jan.    1850,  finished 

and  unfinished,  -  $2913  61 

Do.  of  raw  material,  -  -  -        722  00 

3635  61 

Amount  paid  by  adult  working  pupils  for  maintenance,  428  75 


$7324  05 


ACCORDING  TO   THE  GENERAL  STATEMENT  OF   THE  FINANCES  OF 

THE  INSTITUTION, 

As  submitted  by  the  Treasurer,  carefully  examined  and  compared 
with  the  vouchers  by  the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  audited  by  the 
Committee  of  Audit  and  Accounts — 

The  receipts  from  all  sources  amount  to      -     -     *$22,462  17 
Total  expenditures,  on  all  accounts,        -     -     -         20,763  29 


Balance,  $1,698  88 

#  Of  the  above  sum,  there  have  been  received  from  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  $1,256.66;  Maryland,  $966.00;  Delaware,  $100.00; 
and  from  the  sales  of  merchandise  manufactured  by  the  pupils, 
$3,259.69. 


LIST   OF   PUPILS   IN   THE   INSTITUTION   ON   THE   FIRST  DAY  OF 

JANUARY,  1850. 

From  Pennsylvania. 

Adair,  David,  Allegheny  county. 

Baker,  William,  Wyoming  county. 

Bertram,  W.  D.  Philadelphia  county. 

Brennan,  James,  Schuylkill  county. 

Brooks,  Henry,  Dauphin  county. 
Brown,  J.  C.  Do. 

Brownlee,  Augustus,  Philadelphia  county. 

Clayborn,  John  B.  Franklin  county. 

Dubbs,  Cyrus,  Lebanon  county. 

Fortescue,  Walter  S.  Philadelphia  county. 
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Frcy,  Henry, 
Gamble,  William  G. 
Ireland,  W.  J. 
Karrigan,  Ambrose, 
Lewis,  William, 
Loughery,  David, 
Mack,  Edward, 
M'Elrevey,  Richard, 
M'Millan,  William, 
M'Millan  Alexander, 
Minich,  Joseph  W. 
Morton,  Sylvester, 
Paist,  Samuel  H. 
Peebles,  J.  J. 
Romig,  John  I. 
Steiner,  John  L. 
Stone,  George, 
Smith,  William  J. 
Stahlnecker,  William  H. 
Wendell,  J.  Frederick, 
Wheaton,  Robert, 
Wood,  David, 
Weaver,  Peter, 
Wattson,  Benjamin, 

Butz,  Frances, 
Cormany,  Maria, 
Drinkwalter,  Hester  A. 
Erskine,  Emma  L. 
Fithian,  Anna, 
Foote,  Maria, 
Frisard,  Fleurine, 
Henderson,  Nancy, 
M'Culloch,  Isabella, 
M'Glaughlin,  Sarah, 
Neill,  Mary  Jane, 
Pfahler,  Catharine, 
Raney,  Rebecca, 
Souder,  Caroline, 
Starrett,  Mary  Ann, 
Twining,  Louisa  K. 


Chester  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 

Do. 
Schuylkill  county. 
Bradford  county. 
Westmoreland  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Allegheny  county. 
Juniata  county. 

Do. 
Lehigh  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
Bucks  county. 
Bedford  county. 
Lehigh  county. 
Columbia  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Berks  county. 
Lehigh  county. 
Luzerne  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Allegheny  county. 
Blair  county. 
Mifflin  county. 

Monroe  county. 
Lebanon  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Indiana  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Cumberland  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Juniata  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Perry  county. 
Philadelphia  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
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From  Maryland. 

Colburn,  H.  H.  Basford,  Margaret  C, 

Jones,  John,  S.  T.  Duley,  Sarah  E. 

Newcomer,  Alexander,  Waters,  Martha  K. 

Wilson,  Elizabeth  A. 


From  New  Jersey. 


Cook,  John  E. 
Cruser,  Matilda, 
Cruser,  Sarah, 


Cruser,  Catharine, 
Hildreth,  Hannah, 
Lawrence,  Rachel  L. 


From  Delaware. 
Hannah  Kees. 

From  Arkansas. 
John  W.  Stout. 

From  China. 
Fanny  GutzlafF. 


Pupils  in  the  Work  Department  only. 


Besant,  Peter, 
Carolin,  Thomas, 
Cruser,  Augustus, 
Folwell,  James  M. 


Kinney,  Michael, 
M'Cabe,  Michael, 
M'Closkey,  James. 


Resident  Pupils. 


Pyle,  Samuel, 
Dandy,  Sarah  Ann, 
Donnelly,  Mary, 
Fennimore,  Elizabeth  A. 
Fithian,  Anne, 
Guillan,  Hannah, 


Hankins,  Matilda, 
Gill,  Maria, 
Leard,  Rachel, 
Lynch,  Sarah, 
Mallett,  Mary  Ann, 
Westby,  Emma. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

From  Pennsylvania, 

34 

16 

50 

Maryland, 
New  Jersey, 
Delaware, 

3 
2 

4 
5 

1 

7 
7 
1 

Arkansas, 

1 

1 

China, 

1 

1 

Resident  and  Working  Pupils, 

7 

11 

18 

Whole  number  of  Pupils,  47  38  85 


Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Board. 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  are  due,  and  are  hereby 
presented,  to  the  several  individuals  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  the 
Principal,  as  having  extended  kindness  to  the  pupils,  during  their  re- 
cent journey  to  Harrisburg,  Annapolis  and  Baltimore. 


TERMS. 

For  pay  pupils,  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum  for  board  and 
tuition, — clothing  to  be  found  by  the  parents  or  guardian. 

The  parent  or  guardian  of  each  pupil  entering  on  the  State  appro- 
priation, enters  into  a  written  agreement  to  furnish  the  pupil  with 
necessary  clothing — but  in  no  instance  is  this  fully  complied  with, 
and  the  Institution  is  annually  taxed  on  this  account. 

Applications  for  admission  may  be  directed  to  Franklin  Peale,  Esq., 
U.  S.  Mint,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Admission  and  Dis- 
charge, or  to  the  Principal. 


FORM  OF  A  LEGACY. 

I  herewith  give  and  bequeath  to  "The  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  in  Philadelphia,  and 
their  successors,  forever  (if  real  estate),  all  that,  &c.  (if  personal),  the 
sum  of,  &c. 
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MANAGERS 


PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 


FOR    THE 
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REPRINTED  1903 
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PHILADELPHIA 


PROCEEDINGS  OE  THE  CORPORATORS 

AT   THEIR 

Annual  Meeting,  February  6,  1854. 


The  Twenty-first  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Corporators 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the 
Blind  was  held  at  the  Institution  on  Monday  afternoon, 
Feb.  6,  1854,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Hon.  Samuel  Breck,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  to  the 
Corporators  was  then  presented,  together  with  its  ac- 
companying documents.  After  the  reading  of  the  report 
it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Albert  G.  Waterman, 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted,  and,  with  its 
accompanying  documents,  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Managers  this  day  to  be  elected,  with  instructions  to  print 
such  portions  of  the  same  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 

Judge  Kane,  at  the  instance  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 
moved  that  the  4th  Article  of  the  Constitution  be  amended 
in  the  fifth  line,  by  inserting,  after  the  words  "a  consult- 
ing physician,"  the  words  "a  consulting  surgeon." 

And  this  amendment  being  considered,  and  there  being 
twenty-one  Corporators  present,  the  same  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Waterman  announced  to  the  Board,  with 
much  regret,  that  Dr.  R.  M.  Patterson,  by  reason  of  his 
impaired  health,  declined  a  re-election  to  office  in  the 
Institution,  and  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Corporators  tender  their  cordial  thanks  to 
Dr.  R.  M.  Patterson  for  the  intelligent,  assiduous  and  long 
continued  services  which  he  has  rendered  to  this  Institution,  as 
a  Manager  and  Vice-President ;  and  that  the  President  and 
Secretary  communicate  to  him  the  regrets  of  this  meeting,  that 
any  circumstances  should,  in  his  judgment,  render  it  proper  to 
withdraw  himself  from  the  active  direction  of  its  interests. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  annual  election  of 
officers  and  Managers,  as  required  by  the  Constitution, 
Mr.  Andrew  O.  Cash  and  Mr.  J.  Vanderkemp,  acting 
as  Tellers. 


The  Tellers  reported  that  the  following  gentlemen  were 
duly  elected,  and  they  were  declared  to  be  officers  and 
Managers  of  the  Institution  for  the  ensuing  year. 

President. 
SAMUEL    BRECK. 

Vice  Presidents. 
JOHN  K.   KANE, 
ALBERT   G.   WATERMAN, 
J.   FRANCIS   FISHER, 
FRANKLIN   PEALE. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
THOMAS  S.  KIRKBRIDE,  M.  D. 

Recording  Secretaiy. 
THEODORE   CUYLER. 

Treasurer. 
ROBERT    PATTERSON. 

Consulting  Physician. 
CHARLES  D.   MEIGS,  M.  D. 

Consulting  Surgeon. 
WM.   BYRD  PAGE,  M.  D. 

Managers. 

Jacob  G.   Morris,  William  R.   Lejee, 

John  C.  Cresson,  Isaac  Elliott, 

ROBLEY    DUNGLISON,    M.   D.  J.     C.     BOOTH, 

Alfred  L.  Elwyn,  M.  D.  Thomas  C.  James, 

Caspar  Morris,  M.  D.  W.  H.  Drayton, 

A.  V.  Parsons,  Morris   Patterson, 

John  A.  Brown,  Pierce  Butler. 


Mr.  Waterman,  from  the  Board  of  Managers,  reported 
that  they  had  complied  with  the  instruction  of  the  Cor- 
porators at  their  last  annual  meeting — in  erecting  simple 
and  suitable  memorials  over  the  graves  of  those  who  had 
deceased  while  inmates  of  the  Institution. 

On  motion  of  Judge  Kane,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Managers, 
this  day  elected,  to  cause  to  be  printed  for  preservation  the 
Minutes  of  the  Meetings  at  which  this  Corporation  originated, 
and  of  the  subsequent  meetings  of  their  body. 

After  the  reading  of  the  Minutes  the  meeting  adjourned. 
THEO.  CUYLER,  Rec.  Sec  ry. 


STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

FINANCE. 

William  R.  Lejee,  John  A.  Brown, 

Isaac  Elliott,  Pierce  Butler. 

INSTRUCTION. 

Dr.  R.  Dunglison,  Dr.  A.  L.   Elwyn, 

J.  Francis  Fisher,  John  C.  Cresson, 

John  K.  Kane. 

HOUSEHOLD. 

Albert  G.  Waterman,  Jacob  G.  Morris, 

Dr.  T.  S.   Kirkbride,  Morris  Patterson, 

W.  H.  Drayton. 

ADMISSION   AND   DISCHARGE. 

Franklin  Peale,  Anson  V.  Parsons, 

J.  C.  Booth. 

HOME. 

Jacob  G.  Morris,  Franklin   Peale, 

Dr.  T.  S.  Kirkbride,  A.  G.  Waterman, 

Dr.  C.  Morris,  Thomas  C.  James. 

FEMALE    VISITERS. 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Meigs,  Mrs.  F.  Peale, 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Kane,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Fisher, 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Waterman,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Elwyn. 


OFFICERS   OF   THE   INSTITUTION. 

Principal. 
William  Chapin. 

Principal   Teachers. 
James  G.   Blaine,  Elizabeth  A.   Noyes.« 

Assistant   Teachers. 
H.   S.   Blaine,  Matilda  Hankins. 

Teacher  of  Music. 
Ernest  Pfeiffer. 

Assista?its. 
Rachel  Laird,  Maria  Gill. 

Prefect. 
Wm.   L.    Humphreys. 

Master  of  Handicraft. 
Edwin  T.   M'Intyre. 

Assistant. 
Wm.  M'Millen. 

Mistress  of  Handicraft. 
Mrs.   Leah  Ann  Sharpless. 

Matroyi. 
Mrs.  Eliza  White. 

Assistant    Matroyi. 
Rebecca  Collins. 

Salesman. 
Charles  Kelly. 

Visiting  Physicians. 
A.  E.  Stocker,  M.  D. 


TWENTY-FIRST 

ANNUAL   REPORT 


It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction 
of  the  Blind  present  to  the  Corporators  the  accompany- 
ing statement. 

At  no  period,  from  its  foundation,  have  the  affairs  of 
the  Institution  exhibited  a  course  of  prosperity  at  all 
to  compare  with  that  of  the  year  1853.  Under  the  able 
management  of  a  Principal,  devoted  to  its  welfare,  aided 
by  its  faithful  and  intelligent  Instructors,  every  branch 
of  industry  has  thriven  in  a  degree  that  has  placed  it 
far  in  advance  of  any  former  year  ;  as  may  be  seen  by 
the  annexed  report. 

This  exposition  of  the  Principal  deserves  the  attention 
of  the  community  in  general,  as  well  as  of  those  who 
give  us  their  especial  support  and  favour.  It  proves, 
by  incontrovertible  facts,  the  faculty  of  the  Blind  for 
self-support ;  and  it  proves,  moreover,  a  constancy  in 
labour  that  may  be  called  a  model  of  industry.  All  the 
pupils,  and  particularly  those  in  the  Home  department, 
have  applied  their  skill  in  handwork,  and  in  acquiring 
and  imparting  the  several  branches  of  instruction  with 
such  steadiness  as   to  leave  few  or  no  deficiencies  to 


regret. 


Our  communication  with  the  public  being  restricted 
to  an  annual  address,  we  may  be  excused,  we  hope,  for 
taking  this  opportunity  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the 
situation  of  the  Blind,  before  and  since  the  establishment 
of  Schools.      And  we  may  ask,    had  they  schools  in 


remote  antiquity?  How  was  Homer  educated  ;  and 
how  did  the  friend  and  teacher  of  Cicero  acquire  his 
knowledge?  He,  who  could  describe  geometrical 
figures  the  most  difficult  and  complex,  with  a  facility 
common  to  many  other  heathen  blind  men,  who  were 
equally  well  instructed.  Had  they  schools  then  ?  The 
answer  is,  that  history  is  silent  on  that  subject. 

But  is  it  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  charity  of 
giving  instruction  to  the  Blind  was  not  exercised  for 
ages  after  the  introduction  of  Christianity  !  Christianity, 
the  assuager  of  every  calamity,  and  the  friend  and 
promoter  of  learning  !  For  more  than  a  thousand 
years  of  the  Christian  era  no  asylum  is  known  to  have 
existed,  even  for  the  relief  and  shelter  of  the  Blind. 
The  first  we  hear  of  is  a  hospital,  founded  at  Paris,  in 
1260,  by  the  good  and  pious  king  Louis  IX.,  for  the 
shelter  and  support  of  three  hundred  Blind  persons. 
But  it  was  barely  shelter  and  support.  No  instruction 
was  thought  of.  It  was  not  a  school,  but  simply  a 
hospital,  which  has  continued  as  such  to  the  present 
day  ;  and  is  called  the  Quinze-Vingt,  from  its  limited 
number  of  300. 

With  this  exception,  the  poor  afflicted  Blind  were  not 
wholly  neglected  ;  but  were  occasionally  made  the  sport 
of  the  public,  by  assembling  many  of  them,  for  the 
amusement  of  inhuman  and  savage  spectators,  who  put 
cudgels  into  the  hands  of  their  sightless  fellow  beings, 
and  caused  them  to  fight  and  wound  each  other,  in 
ignorance  of  what  they  were  doing,  amid  the  darkness 
that  surrounded  them. 

But  a  change  in  their  favour,  no  less  extensive  than 
rapid,  was  suddenly  made,  which  led  to  their  instruction, 
comfort  and  effectual  relief:  This  was  brought  about 
by  the  benevolent  and  talented  Hauy,  of  Paris,  who 
originated  and  projected  a  mode  of  teaching  the  Blind, 
about  eighty  years  ago,  which  removes  every  obstacle 


to  the  full  and  perfect  enlightenment  of  their  minds, 
and  gives  them  that  change  and  melioration  of  condition 
which  they  now  so  happily  experience  in  Europe  and 
America. 

Schools,  with  excellent  systems  of  instruction,  are 
now  well  established,  and  are  multiplying  in  almost 
every  part  of  Christendom.  And  this,  too,  for  purposes 
of  usefulness,  that  are  made  subservient  in  buildings, 
teachers  and  knowledge,  to  a  perfect  education. 

During  the  last  summer,  two  establishments  of  this 
class,  consisting  of  capacious  houses  of  elegant  archi- 
tecture, were  founded  in  the  counties  of  Warwick  and 
Nottingham,  in  England,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Earl  of  Manners  and  other  distinguished  philanthropists, 
for  the  instruction  of  the  Blind,  in  religious  knowledge, 
and  such  branches  of  secular  education  as  may  enable 
them  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  and  thus  become  beneficial 
members  of  society. 

The  field  now  open  to  our  Blind  brethren  for  useful 
instruction  is  wide  and  ample  ;  and  should  lead  us  to 
seek  out  the  many,  who  need  education  ;  but  who  are 
kept  from  our  schools,  by  causes  that  might  be  easily 
overcome. 

In  conclusion,  we  recommend  to  the  friendly  notice  of 
yourselves  and  the  public,  that  benign  and  appropriately 
named  department — the  Home.  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind 
that  it  takes  up  the  educated,  yet  friendless  blind  pupils 
just  where  the  course  of  our  eight  years'  instruction  leaves 
them  ;  and  thus  gives  them  the  opportunity  of  applying 
their  school  acquirements  in  a  way  that  may  insure  to 
them  respectable  self-support,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
literary  and  musical  knowledge  in  a  degree  suited,  under 
Providence,  to  store  their  minds  with  contentment  and 
happiness. 

SAMUEL  BRECK,   President. 
January  21 ',    1854.. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  : 

Gentlemen, — I  respectfully  report  that  the  number  of 
pupils,  including  those  employed  in  the  manufacturing 
department,  at  the  present  time  (January  i,  1854)  is 
ninety-six. 

Reported  January  1,  1853,  109 


Discharged  or  left, 

32 

Died,          - 

1 

Received  during  the  year,  - 

20 

Remaining  in  the  Institution, 

96 

Of  this  number  there  are — 

From  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 

66 

, ,                    Maryland, 

9 

,,                   New  Jersey,    - 

11 

, ,                   Delaware, 

6 

,,                   All  other  places, 

3 

Total,      -  -96 


Twenty-five  of  these  contribute,  wholly  or  in  part,  by 
their  industry,  to  their  own  support,  and  five  are  pay 
pupils. 

The  number  of  discharges  the  past  year  has  been  un- 
usually large,  being  33  in  all.  This,  being  considerably 
beyond  the  average  admissions,  reduces  the  aggregate 
number  below  that  of  last  year. 
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From  causes,  familiar  to  those  experienced  in  these 
Institutions,  many  Blind  children  cannot  be  induced, 
without  great  difficulty,  to  leave  their  homes.  Or,  more 
truly,  their  parents,  from  a  mistaken  tenderness  and  a 
weak  distrust  of  committing  them  to  the  care  of  others, 
are  really  accountable  for  such  a  criminal  neglect. 

In  the  remoter  portions  of  this  and  other  States,  as 
the  census  shows,  there  are  neglected  Blind  children  of  a 
proper  age  for  instruction.  Without  some  extraordinary 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  Institution,  many  of  these 
children  will  grow  up  until  the  most  eligible  period  for 
their  education  shall  have  passed.  Blind  persons  rarely 
learn  to  read  well,  or  become  expert  in  the  use  of  the 
tangible  apparatus,  after  the  season  of  early  youth  has 
passed,  and  they  have  failed  to  acquire  that  exquisite 
sensibility  of  touch  which  depends  so  entirely  on  early 
and  constant  practice. 

If  it  be  said  that  the  Institution  fulfils  its  own  duty  in 
the  reception  and  faithful  instruction  of  these  children 
when  they  present  themselves,  it  may  be  answered,  that 
although  twenty  years  have  elapsed  since  its  foundation, 
the  greatest  ignorance  and  prejudice  prevails  in  the 
thinly  settled  districts  respecting  the  character  and 
advantages  of  such  an  Institution.  In  such  places  the 
Blind  will  live  and  die  neglected,  if  not  reached  by 
means  beyond  their  own  neighbourhood.  The  most 
effectual  plan  to  accomplish  this  would  be  to  make  a 
tour,  from  time  to  time,  with  several  educated  pupils, 
to  the  remote  and  hitherto  unvisited  parts  of  the  State. 
Experience  has  shown  that  popular  exhibitions  of  the 
happy  results  of  our  system  of  instruction  have  always 
been  successful  in  this  respect. 

One  of  the  encouraging  results  that  cheer  on  this 
good  work  is,  that  the  sense  of  misfortune  to  many 
Blind  pupils  is  almost  entirely  removed.  It  is  not 
unusual  to  find  some  of    those  who  are  educated  and 
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skilled  in  music,  to  regard  their  blindness  as  a  blessing, 
when  considered  in  reference  to  what  would  have  been 
their  probable  condition  in  life  otherwise. 

The  teachers  and  officers  of  the  Institution  continue 
to  perform  their  various  duties  with  fidelity. 

Our  plan  of  instruction  is  not  materially  varied  since 
last  year,  though  we  are  enabled  to  record  a  progressive 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  every  department. 
The  amount  of  actual  labour  performed  by  the  instructors 
will  be  judged  from  the  following  statement  of  the  hours 
engaged  per  week,  viz. : 

Nine   instructors  in    the    school  depart- 
ment,         -  164  hours. 
Five           do.  in  music,    -  -  105       ,, 
Four          do.  in  handicraft,  -         -  152       ,, 


Total  per  week,      -     421  hours. 


The  subjects  taught  may  be  thus  summarily  stated, 
viz. : 

Orthography,  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic  {Mental 
and  State),  Geography,  Maps  and  Globe,  History  of 
U.  States  and  General,  Synonymes,  Rhetoric,  Natural 
History,  Natural  Philosophy,  Astronomy,  Algebra, 
Trigonometry,  Geometry,  Constitution  U.  States,  Physi- 
ology, Moral  and  Mental  Philosophy,  Geology  and 
Biblical  Literature. 

A  public  examination  of  the  pupils  was  held  on  the 
28th  of  June  last,  which  was  attended  throughout  by 
Dr.  Dunglison,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Instruc- 
tion, and  a  portion  of  the  time  by  the  Hon.  Samuel 
Breck,  President  of  the  Institution,  John  C.  Cresson 
and  Jacob  G.  Morris  Esqs. ,  Managers,  and  others.  As 
an  evidence  of  the  ability  of  the  teachers,  and  the  satis- 
factory progress  of  the  pupils,  I  am  happy  to  record,  in 
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this  permanent  form,  the  Resolution  of  the  Board  and 
the  letter  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Instruc- 
tion.# 

Two  important  and  beautiful  improvements  have  been 
added  to  the  Institution  since  our  last  Annual  Report, 
viz.,  the  enlargement  of  the  Exhibition  Room,  30  by  40 
feet  in  extent,  and  a  splendid,  new,  fine  toned  Church 
Organ,  of  26  stops,  from  the  manufactory  of  Mr. 
Henry  Erben,  New  York. 

The  above  room  is  now  a  beautiful  and  convenient 
Concert  Hall,  for  our  Wednesday  exhibitions,  40  by  80 
feet  in  extent,  and  capable  of  accommodating  about  700 
persons. 

These   exhibitions   and   the    arrangements    connected 

*  Resolution  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  July  6,  1853. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  are  highly  gratified  by  the  evidence  afforded 
by  the  recent  examination  of  the  progress  of  the  pupils  of  the  Institution 
in  their  studies,  and  of  the  fact  that  the  Institution  is  so  fully  meeting  the 
benevolent  purposes  of  its  foundation. 

Copy  of  Dr.  Dunglison's  Letter. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Instruction,  having  fortunately  been 
able  to  attend  all  the  examinations  held  yesterday  at  the  Institution,  can 
not  resist  the  pleasure  of  stating  to  the  Principal,  and,  through  him,  to 
the  Teachers,  Assistant  Teachers  and  Pupils,  the  great  satisfaction  he 
experienced. 

It  is  manifest,  not  only  that  the  Instructors  have  faithfully  and  ably 
executed  their  responsible  duties,  but  that  the  pupils  have  felt  a  laudable 
ambition  in  availing  themselves  of  the  admirable  facilities  afforded  them. 
The  replies  to  the  pertinent  questions  propounded  were,  indeed,  worthy 
of  any  literary  institution,  notwithstanding  that  both  the  teachers  and 
taught  laboured  under  the  disadvantage  of  having  had  a  short  time  only 
for  a  review  of  their  studies.  On  future  occasions  this  will  be  obviated, 
as  it  is  intended  that  a  similar  examination  shall  be  held  twice  a  year. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Instruction  will  experience  real 
pleasure  in  reporting  this  result  of  the  recent  public  examination  to  the 
Committee  of  Instruction,  and,  through  it,  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  at 
their  approaching  meeting. 

ROBLEY   DUNGLISON, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Instruction. 

Wm.  Chapin,  Esq.,  Principal. 
Philadelphia,  June  29,  1853. 
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with  them,  occupy  only  about  two  hours,  and  afford 
desirable  visiting  occasions  for  citizens  and  strangers. 
In  regard  to  the  time  employed,  they  are  also  the  most 
convenient  and  economical  means  of  exhibiting  the 
musical  attainments  of  the  pupils,  and  the  use  of  the 
apparatus  peculiar  to  our  method  of  instruction.  The 
weekly  attendance  is  large  and  increasing.  The  very 
small  charge  at  the  door,  made  originally  to  limit  the 
excessive  crowds,  furnishes  a  fund  from  which  a  com- 
fortable outfit  is  given  to  every  indigent  graduate  pupil 
who  leaves  the  Institution  in  good  standing.  Another 
important  advantage  of  the  Wednesday  exhibitions  is 
that  the  liberal  sales  on  those  occasions  are  sufficient  to 
give  constant  employment  to  most  of  the  female  pupils. 

Our  reports  for  the  past  three  years  have  discussed, 
somewhat  fully,  the  policy  so  long  desired  by  the 
Founders  and  Managers  of  this  Institution,  of  providing 
a  Home,  with  employment,  for  industrious  young  men 
and  women  who  have  graduated  honourably,  but  who 
are  really  homeless  and  without  a  prospect  of  employ- 
ment elsewhere.  It  is  not  proposed  to  enlarge  upon 
the  subject  here. 

It  has  been  shown  conclusively,  we  think,  that  justice 
and  humanity  appeal  with  peculiar  force  to  every  insti- 
tution to  furnish  employment  to  industrious,  destitute, 
blind  persons,  who  have  been  educated  within  its  walls, 
and  fail  to  support  themselves  in  the  world  It  is  the 
cheapest  form  of  benevolence  to  assist  those  who  are 
nearly  able  to  support  themselves.  If  one  dollar,  expended 
in  furnishing  a  workshop  and  a  home,  enables  an  indus- 
trious young  blind  person  to  earn  ten,  it  would  be  a 
miserable  policy  to  withhold  the  dollar,  and  throw  the 
blind  person  idly  upon  the  world.  The  community 
cannot  be  wearied  in  learning  so  gratifying  a  truth  as 
that  for  every  ten  dollars  they  enable  this  Institution  to 
bestow  upon  its   "Home,"   or   Industrial   Department, 
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they  provide  employment  and  support  for  its  inmates  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

This  is  not  alms  giving. — It  is  the  healthy  stimulus 
of  honourable  industry.  It  is,  simply,  with  the  effectual 
lever  of  a  few  dollars  in  the  hands  of  an  Institution, 
properly  managed,  the  means  of  removing  the  great 
inequality  which  exists  between  the  blind  and  seeing 
mechanic.  It  provides  a  workshop — a  superintendent 
of  the  same — tools  and  raw  material,  and  sells  the 
manufactured  stock.  It  provides  also  a  comfortable 
home  and  food  at  the  lowest  cost.  It  does  all  this  well 
and  cheaply.  The  State,  the  city  and  the  community 
are  the  gainers  by  this  economical,  benevolent  and  truly 
practical  arrangement. 

There  is  no  necessity  laid  upon  any  blind  persons  to 
board  in  the  Institution*  should  circumstances  render  it 
desirable  for  them  to  live  elsewhere.  Two  of  the  working 
men,  who  have  families,  are  receiving  a  portion  of  their 
employment  from  the  Institution  at  their  own  homes. 

These  views  having  been  heretofore  elaborately  and 
carefully  considered,  it  only  remains  to  say,  that  all 
our  experience  fully  confirms  their  truth  and  practical 
application. 

It  has  been  also  suggested,  that  the  time  will  come 
when  it  may  become  expedient  to  provide,  either  by 
public  or  private  means,  for  the  infirm  and  superannuated 
Blind,  of  good  character,  who  have  been  pupils  in  our 
Institution.  This  would  embrace  a  comprehensive  and 
complete  plan,  reaching  to  the  future  welfare  of  all 
educated,  worthy  Blind  persons. 

In  the  month  of  August  last,  a  Convention  of  the 
Superintendents  of  all  the  Institutions  for  the  Blind  in 
the  country  (with  two  exceptions),  was  held  in  the 
City  of  New  York.  It  was  the  first  meeting  of  the 
kind  ever  held.  Its  object  was  to  consider  various 
subjects  of  interest  connected  with  the  education  of  the 
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Blind,  and,  particularly,  the  most  effectual  means  of 
founding  a  Printing  Fzind  for  the  increase  of  Books  in 
the  raised  letters. 

The  urgent  need  of  more  books  in  raised  print,  and 
the  hopelessness  of  any  material  increase  from  means 
now  apparent,  was  the  unanimous  conviction  of  the 
members  of  that  convention  ;  and  it  was  finally  decided 
to  recommend  an  application  to  Congress,  on  the  part 
of  all  the  Institutions,  for  an  appropriation  of  public 
land  for  this  and  other  purposes. 

The  number  of  Blind  persons,  of  all  ages,  in  the 
United  States,  compared  with  the  whole  population,  is 
so  very  small,  that  all  their  wants,  of  whatever  kind, 
could  be  easily  provided  for,  in  connection  with  their 
own  industry. 

In  1850  there  were,  including  the  coloured  blind, 
9702.  By  the  usual  rate  of  increase  there  are  now 
about  9000  white  Blind  persons  in  the  country.  Of 
this  number,  about  11 00  are  now,  or  have  been,  in  the 
several  Institutions.  There  are  at  present,  in  these 
Institutions,  about  660  persons,  receiving  an  education 
or  employed  at  handicraft.  Making  a  fair  deduction  for 
those  under  or  past  the  proper  age,  there  would  remain 
over  4000  eligible  Blind  persons  who  are  receiving  no 
regular  instruction.  Of  the  whole  number  of  white 
Blind  persons  in  the  United  States,  there  is  only  one  to 
every  2445  white  inhabitants,  according  to  the  census 
of   1850. 

Musical  instruction  still  occupies  a  prominent  place. 
Under  the  faithful  and  skilful  management  of  the 
principal  music  teacher,  the  orchestra,  especially,  has 
reached  a  high  proficiency.  This  branch,  however, 
which  depends  for  its  excellence  so  much  upon  the 
combined  talent  of  its  performers,  is  constantly  subjected 
to  the  serious  drawbacks  of  parting  with  its  best  and 
most  reliable  performers. 
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Yet,  these  changes  have  their  corresponding-  ad- 
vantages. The  very  necessity  of  replacing  those  who 
have  long  occupied  the  front  rank,  tends  to  develope 
hidden,  and  often  unexpected,  talent  in  younger  pupils. 
Change  thus  brings  promotion,  and  secures  an  important 
object  of  the  Institution,  which  is  the  equal  and  practical 
education  of  all  its  pupils,  for  their  future  advantage  in 
life. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  note,  that  many  of  those  who 
have  honourably  graduated  from  this  Institution,  are 
successfully  relying  upon  their  own  talents  and  skill  for 
their  support.  Between  25  and  30  are  thus  usefully 
employed. 

The  Manufacturing  Department  has  been  unusually 
prosperous  the  past  year,  and  for  the  first  time  presents 
any  considerable  balance  in  its  favour.  This  balance  is 
$621.43. 

The  amount  paid  to  adults  and  pupils,  for  wages  and 
overwork  (including  the  value  of  board  of  inmates  in 
"The  Home"),  was  $2525.13,  which  is  an  increase 
over  that  of  last  year  of  $551. 19. 

The  amount  paid  to  the  Institution,  for  board,  by  the 

"Home"   inmates,  was  $706  04 

Increase  over  last  year,  30  65 

.The  whole  value  of  goods  manufactured  during  the 

past  year  is  $7022    19 

Do.  during  the  year  1852,      5755  37 


Increase,  $1266  82 

The  sales  of  manufactured  articles  for  the  past  year 

have  amounted  to  $7286  43 

Sales  in  1852,  5021   77 

Increase,  $2264  66 
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The  sales  for  five  years  past  have  been  as  follows 


Sales  in  1849, 

$3259 

1850, 

3867 

1851, 

4588 

1852, 

5021 

1853, 

7286 

Increase  in  four  years,  122  per  cent. 


Besides  the  amount  paid  in  board  and  wages,  to 
pupils,  others,  graduated  pupils  have  received,  as 
assistant  teachers,  in  salaries  and  board,  $1030,  making 
the  whole  pecuniary  benefit  received  by  Blind  persons, 
employed  in  the  Institution  last  year,  $3555.13. 

The  Workshops  are  not  charged  with  the  salaries  of 
the  Instructors,  as  these  would  be  indispensable,  inde- 
pendently of  any  pecuniary  results.  Yet  it  is  gratifying 
to  notice  that  the  Manufacturing  Department,  for  the 
past  year,  has  not  only  paid  all  the  expenses  properly 
chargeable  to  it,  including  the  rent  of  a  store  and  salary 
'  of  salesman,  but  has  nearly  paid  the  salaries  of  the 
Instructors  of  Handicraft  also. 

The  States  of  New  Jersey,  Delaware  and  Maryland, 
continue  to  provide  for  their  indigent  Blind  in  this 
Institution.  In  all  the  States  where  the  Blind  are  few 
in  number,  and  whose  geographical  situations  con- 
veniently admit  of  it,  the  better  and  more  economical 
policy  is  to  send  them  to  some  Institution  already 
established.  The  expense  of  organizing  and  properly 
furnishing  an  Institution  for  the  Blind  with  apparatus 
and  sufficient  corps  of  teachers  in  the  various  depart- 
ments, must  make  the  actual  cost  of  educating  a  small 
number  two  or  three  times  as  large  as  in  the  best  of  the 
older  Institutions.  In  the  larger,  and  more  populous 
States,  however,  whose  centres  of  population  are  remote 
from  each  other,  it  is  desirable  that  each  State  should 
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establish  an  Institution  of  its  own.      This  has  generally 
been  done. 

The  foregoing  statement  of  the  condition  and  progress 
of  the  Institution,  is  humbly  submitted  to  your  honour- 
able Board,  as  most  encouraging  evidence  of  its  sub- 
stantial success  and  progressive  improvement  in  every 
department — and  inspires  our  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  the  Supreme  Ruler  and  Disposer  of  all  things,  who 
has  bestowed  upon  its  course  such  signal  proofs  of  his 
Providential  care. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM    CHAPIN. 
January  5,  1854. 


APPENDIX. 


STATEMENTS  EXHIBITING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 
MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

List  of  Articles  made  in  the  Institution  in   1853. 

BY   MALE   PUPILS    AND   WORKMEN. 

20,468  Hand  Scrubs, 
3,014  Hair  Brushes, 
1,524  Horse      ,, 
2,300  Clamps, 
1,479  Wall 
830  Clothes    ,, 
858  Topknot  Shoe  Brushes, 
329  Pairs  Shoe  Brushes, 
322  Stove 
152  Dusting 
114  Hat 
46  Sweeping 
72  Crumb 

54  Flesh  and  Bath  Brushes, 
8  Heddle 
6  Hoof 


31,576  Brushes. 
651  Door  Mats, 
1,733  Yards  Rag  Carpet, 

Total  value,        -  -    #5,812  61 

BY    FEMALE    PUPILS. 

4,189  Bead  Baskets, 
193  Tidies, 
18  Lamp  Mats, 
25  Necklaces, 
15  Plain  Lace, 
20  Flowers, 
15  Purses, 
14  Pin  Cushions, 
11  Pairs  Socks, 


Carried  forward,     $5,812  61 
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Brought  forward,        $5,812  6r 
38  Armlets, 
17  Doilies, 
6  Reticules, 
2  Guard  Chains, 
1  Quilt, 

Valued  at  $H-79  5§ 

Sewing  for  the  house,  valued  at  30  00 

1,209  58 


Total  value,  $7,022  19 


MANUFACTURING    DEPARTMENT. 

DR. 
To  value  of  finished  and  unfinished  goods  on  hand, 

January  1,  1853,        ------ 

,,  Value  of  raw  material  on  hand  same  date, 

,,  Cost  of  raw  material,  finishing  brushes,  boring 

blocks,  &c,  in  1853,  ----- 

, ,  Rent  of  store,        ------- 

,,  Salary  of  salesman,       ------ 

,,  Wages  of  boy,  porterages  and  miscellaneous,     - 
,,  Wages  and  overwork  paid  to  pupils  and  adults  in 

"The  Home,"  including  board,     - 


CR. 

By  amount  of  sales  in  1853,  vlz- 

at  the  Institution,  -  -        $3676  2r 

Do.       at  the  Store,  S.  Sth  st.    3610  22 

Total  sales, 7,286  43 

,,  Value  of  finished  and  unfinished  goods  on  hand 

Jan.  r,  1S54, 

,,  Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  - 

,,  Amount  received  for  board  from  "Home"  pupils, 

,,  Articles  made  by  female  pupils  for  the  Institution, 


Balance  in  favour  of  work  department,  $621  43 
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LIST   OF   PUPILS   FOR   THE   YEAR    1853. 


Fro  m  Pen  nsylva  11  ia . 


NAMES.  I 

Bertram,  Wm.  D. 
Bixler,  Charles  C. 
Brennan,  James, 
Brooks,  Henry, 
Brown,  J.  Calvin, 
Baker,  William, 
Conrad,  William  Henry, 
Cummings,  Alexander, 
Gamble,  William  G. 
Griffiths,  David, 
Harris,  Benj.  F. 
Ireland,  W.  J. 
Karrigan,  Ambrose, 
Kerr,  Samuel, 
Klotz,  Henry, 
Lewis,  William, 
Minich,  Joseph, 
Morton,  Sylvester, 
Nece,  Clark  D. 
Porter,  Edgar  M. 
Palmer,  Clark, 
Steiner,  John  L. 
Stahlnecker,  Wm.  H. 
Stewart,  Gabriel  P. 
Travis,  Geo.  L. 
Wheaton,  Robert, 
Wood,  David, 
Weaver,  Peter, 
Witcher,  Barnabas, 
Williams,  Michael, 
Wolverton,  Thomas, 


COUNTIES. 

Philadelphia. 

Northampton. 

Schuylkill. 

Dauphin. 

Philadelphia. 

Wyoming. 

Somerset. 

Westmoreland. 

Philadelphia. 

Schuylkill. 

Philadelphia. 

Do. 
Schuylkill. 
Bucks. 
Carbon. 
Bradford. 
Lehigh. 
Montgomery. 
Erie. 
Luzerne, 
Bradford. 
Columbia. 
Lehigh. 
Allegheny. 
Bradford. 
Philadelphia. 
Allegheny. 
Blair. 

Huntingdon. 
Franklin. 
Philadelphia. 
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FEMALES. 

Aiken,  Phebe  Ann, 

Allegheny. 

Beatty,  Anna, 

Philadelphia. 

Drinkwalter,  Hester  A. 

Bradford. 

Doherty,  Eliza, 

Philadelphia. 

Frisard,  Fleurine, 

Do. 

Haslem,  Ellen, 

Do. 

Hogg,  Hannah, 

Do. 

M'Culloch,  Isabella 

Do. 

Osborne,  Eliza, 

Do. 

Pfahler,  Catharine, 

Juniata. 

Pitner,  Martha  T. 

Northumberland 

Smith,  Lavinia, 

Do. 

Wills,  Rebecca, 

Montgomery. 

Winslow,  Mary  Lydia, 

Philadelphia. 

From  Maryland. 

Basford,  Emory  S. 

Anne  Arundel. 

Collison,  Sarah  C. 

Talbot. 

Newcomer,  Ellen, 

Washington. 

Porter,  Mary  G.  E. 

Allegheny. 

Talbert,  Margaret  A. 

Washington. 

Wilson,  Elizabeth  A. 

Cecil. 

Wulf,  John  G. 

Baltimore. 

Waters,  Martha  K. 

Do. 

From  New  Jersey. 

Cook,  John  E. 

Burlington. 

Fisher,  Francis  L. 

Cumberland. 

Haines,  John  B. 

Camden. 

Hunt,  Mary  E. 

Middlesex. 

Lawrence,  Rachel  L. 

Salem. 

Garton,  Nathaniel  (deaf 

dumb  and  blind), 

Cumberland. 

Stackhouse,  Elizabeth, 

Burlington. 

From  Delaware. 

D'Ouville,  Augusta, 

New  Castle. 

D'Ouville,  Celoza, 

Do. 

Hollingsworth,  Joseph  F. 

Kent. 

Kees,  Hannah, 

Do. 

Revbold,  George  U. 

New  Castle. 
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Turner,  Emma, 


From   Texas. 


Hope  county. 


Stout,  John  W. 


From  Arkansas. 


Washington  county 


Assistants. 

M'Millen,  William,  Hankins,  Matilda, 

Gill,  Maria,  Laird,  Rachel, 

Hildreth,  Hannah. 

In  the  "Home" 

Becant,  Peter,  Fithian,  Annie, 

Cruser,  Matilda,  Gutzlaff,  Fanny, 

Cruser,  Catharine,  Henderson,  Nancy, 

Cormany,  Maria,  Kinney,  Michael, 

Carolin,  Thomas,  Lynch,  Sarah, 

Clayborn,  John  B.  Mallet,  Mary  A. 

Donnely,  Mary,  M'Closky,  James, 

Fennimore,  Elizabeth  A.  Raney,  Rebecca. 


Pupils  and  Adults  in  the  Workshop  only. 

Denning,  Robert,  Hunter,  William, 

Baker,  Samuel  C.  Robson,  John, 

Folwell,  James  M.  Rice,  Alexander  G. 

Fitzpatrick,  Jeremiah,  Selkirk,  John. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Total  from  Pennsylvania, 

45 

22 

67 

,,      from  New  Jersey, 

4 

8 

12 

,,      from  Maryland, 

2 

7 

9 

,,      from  Delaware, 

2 

3 

5 

,,     from  all  other  places, 

I 

2 

3 

Total, 


54 


42 


96 
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TERMS. 

Pay  pupils  are  charged  two  hundred  dollars  a  year,  which 
includes  board,  instruction  and  medical  attendance  ; — clothing 
to  be  found  by  the  parents. 

Blind  children,  in  indigent  circumstances,  from  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Maryland  and  Delaware,  are  pro- 
vided for  by  those  States,  respectively,  for  the  term  of  five  to 
eight  years. 

The  most  suitable  time  for  admission  is  between  the  ages  of 
ten  and  fifteen  years.  Pupils  are  not  usually  received  under 
ten  ;  nor  over  seventeen  years  of  age,  except  for  a  more  limited 
period,  to  learn  some  useful  handicraft. 

Applications  may  be  addressed  to  Franklin  Peale,  Esq., 
U.  S.  Mint,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Admission  and 
Discharge,  or  to  the  Principal. 

Vacation  continues  eight  weeks,  between  ist  July  and  ist 
September.  Pupils  should  commence  with  the  term  in  Sep- 
tember, if  possible. 


FORM   OF  A   LEGACY. 

I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  "The  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  their  successors  forever  (if  real  estate),  all  that,  &c. ; 
(if  personal),  the  sum  of,  &c. 
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TO   THE    PUBLIC. 

The  Institution  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  Twentieth  and 
Race  streets,  and  is  convenient  of  access  by  several  lines  of 
omnibuses,  viz.  the  Vine,  Arch,  Walnut,  and  Chestnut  and 
Twentieth  street  lines. 

The  Institution  is  open  to  visiters,  residing  in  the  city,  on 
Wednesday  afternoons,  from  3  to  5  o'clock.  An  opportunity 
is  afforded  from  3  to  4  to  examine  the  work-rooms  ;  and  at 
4  o'clock  a  concert  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  is  given, 
with  an  exhibition  of  the  apparatus  used  in  the  instruction  of 
the  pupils.  Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  accommodating  the 
large  crowds  that  attend  these  exhibitions,  when  free,  a  very 
small  admission  fee  is  now  charged. 

Fancy  articles  and  brushes  are  offered  for  sale,  before  and 
after  the  exhibition,  in  the  girls'  work-room,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  pupils. 

A  store  is  opened  at  No.  7,  South  Eighth  Street,  one 
door  below  Market,  east  side,  for  the  sale  of  goods  manufactured 
in  the  Institution,  where  Hair,  Cloth,  Hat,  Shoe  and  Horse 
Brushes,  Hand-scrubs,  Door  Mats,  of  coir,  manilla  and  jute, 
and  Rag  Carpet,  of  the  best  materials,  are  furnished,  wholesale 
and  retail,  at  the  lowest  market  price. 


TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


ANAGERS 


OF  THE 


PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 


FOR  THE 


INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND, 


Presented  to  the  Corporators, 

At  their  Annual  Meeting,  February  4,  1856. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

JOHN  C.  CLARK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  68  DOCK  STREET. 

1856. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CORPORATORS, 


AT  THEIR 


ANNUAL  MEETING,  FEBRUARY  4,  1856. 


The  Twenty-third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Contributors  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruetion  of  the  Blind,  was  held 
at  the  Institution  on  Monday  afternoon,  February  4th,  1856,  at  4 
o'clock. 

The  President,  Hon.  Samuel  Breck,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Breck  alluded  to  the  valuable  services  of  Mr.  Waterman,  so 
long  and  so  faithfully  rendered  to  this  Institution,  and  at  his  sugges- 
gestion  the  following  resolutions  being  offered  were  unanimously 
adopted : — 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  to  the  Corporators 
was  then  presented  and  read :  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Waterman,  the 
Annual  Report  just  read  was  adopted,  and  with  its  accompanying 
documents  the  same  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Managers  this  day 
to  be  elected,  with  instructions  to  print  such  portions  thereof  as  they 
may  deem  advisable. 

The  following  iesolutions  were  offered  by  Dr.  Stocker,  and  una- 
nimously adopted  : — 

Whereas  this  Institution  has,  on  various  occasions,  derived  great  benefit 
from  the  personal  exertions  and  influence  of  A.  G.  Waterman,  Esq. — 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Corporation  are  due,  and  are  hereby  ex- 
tended to  Albert  G.  Waterman,  Esq.,  for  his  many  faithful  and  valuable  ser- 
vices rendered  to  this  Institution;  and  among  other  services,  especially  for 
his  successful  efforts  in  attracting  to  this  Institution  the  sympathy  and  the 
very  liberal  aid  of  the  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  this  day  to  be  elected  be  instructed, 
by  some  suitable  testimonial,  to  express  in  more  permanent  form  the  high 
esteem  in  which  this  Corporation  hold  the  services  of  Mr.  Waterman. 


The  Board  then  proceeded  to  the  annual  election  of  officers  and 
managers  of  the  Institution. 

Mr.  Pierce  Butler  and  Mr.  Wiegand  acted  as  tellers. 

The  tellers  reported  the  following  gentlemen  as  duly  elected,  and 
thereupon  they  were  declared  to  be  officers  and  managers  of  the  In- 
stitution for  the  ensuing  year. 

President. 
SAMUEL  BRECK. 

Vice  Presidents. 

JNO.  K.  KANE, 
ALBERT  G.  WATERMAN, 
J.  FRANCIS  FISHER, 
FRANKLIN  PEALE. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
THOMAS  S.  KIRKBRIDE,  M.D. 

Recording  Secretary. 
THEODORE  CUYLER. 

Treasurer. 
ROBERT  PATTERSON. 

Consulting  Physician. 
CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.D. 

Consulting  Surgeon. 
WM.  BYRD  PAGE,  M.D. 

Managers. 
John  C.  Cresson,  Isaac  Elliott, 

RoiJLEY  DUNGLTSON,  M.D.  J.    C.  BOOTH, 

Alfred  L.  Elwyn,  M.D.  Thomas  C.  James, 

Caspar  Morris,  M.D.  W.  H.  Drayton, 


A.  V.  Parsons,  Morris  Patterson, 

John  A.  Brown,  Pierce  Butler, 

William  R.  Lejee,  G.  N.  Eckert,  M.D. 

The  minutes  were  then  read,  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

TIIEO.   CUYLER, 

JRec.  Scc'ry. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

FINANCE. 

William  R.  Lejee,  John  A.  Brown, 

Isaac  Elliott,  Pierce  Butler. 

INSTRUCTION. 

Dr.  Robley  Dunglison,  Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn, 

J.  Francis  Fisher,  John  C.  Cresson, 

John  K.  Kane. 

HOUSEHOLD. 

Albert  G.  Waterman,  Morris  Patterson, 

Dr.  T.  S.  Kirkbride,  W.  II.  Drayton, 

Dr.  G.  N.  Eckert. 

ADMISSION  AND  DISCHARGE. 

Franklin  Peale,  Anson  V.  Parsons, 

J.  C.  Booth. 

HOME. 

Thomas  C.  James,  Franklin  Peale, 

Dr.  T.  S.  Kirkbride,  A.  G.  Waterman, 

Dr.  Caspar  Morris,  John  C.  Cresson. 

FEMALE  VISITERS. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Kane,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Elwyn, 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Waterman,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Brown, 

Mrs.  F.  Peale,  Mrs.  Butler. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

Principal. 
William  Chapin. 


Principal  Teachers. 
Joseph  Flemming,  Mary  E.  Woodward. 

Assistant  Teachers. 
Harriet  E.  Preston,  Matilda  Han  kins. 

Teacher  of  Music. 
Ernest  Pfeiffer. 

Assistants. 
David  Wood,  Maria  Gill, 

James  Brennan,  Rachel  Laird. 


Prefect. 
William  L.  Humphreys. 


Master  of  Handicraft. 
Edwin  T.  M'Intire. 

Assistant. 
William  M'Millen. 

Teacher  of  Broom  Making. 
C.  H.  Shaw. 

Mistress  of  Handicraft. 
Leah  Ann  Sharpless. 


Matron. 
Mrs.  Eliza  White. 

Assistant  Matron. 
Rebecca  Collins. 


Salesman. 
Charles  Kelly. 


Visiting  Physician. 
A.  E   Stocker,  M.D. 


TWENTY-THIRD 

ANNUAL   REPORT. 


The  Board  of  Managers  have  the  happiness  to  re- 
port most  favourably  on  the  condition  and  welfare  of 
this  Institution. 

In  each  department,  the  duty  devolved  upon  it,  has 
been  faithfully  discharged  by  its  Committee.  Thus 
the  supervision  of  Instruction;  the  care  of  the  Fi- 
nances; the  government  of  the  Household;  the  guar- 
dianship of  the  "Home,"  and  the  strict  examination 
of  candidates  for  admission,  have  all  worked  in  per- 
fect harmony,  and  produced  throughout  the  school  a 
spirit  of  industry,  application  in  study,  and  entire  con- 
tentment. The  cheerful  deportment  of  all  the  nume- 
rous pupils  is,  indeed,  the  result  of  their  happy  situa- 
tion. To  this  state  of  good  feeling,  of  comfort  and 
health,  so  promotive  of  improvement  in  their  studies 
and  workshops,  we  may  attribute  the  great  progress 
they  make  in  each. 

In  music,  that  great  source  of  enjoyment  and  future 
support  of  the   Blind,  they  have  reached  a  degree  of 
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advancement,  sufficiently  attractive  to  draw  at  the 
weekly  exhibitions,  an  audience  of  600  to  800  per- 
sons, who  show  by  their  constant  attendance,  the  va- 
lue they  set  upon  the  performance.  New  branches 
of  industry  have  been  lately  introduced,  suited  in  an 
especial  manner  to  the  ability  of  every  male  pupil; 
such  as  can  be  easily  and  advantageously  pursued, 
after  his  departure  from  the  Institution. 

The  skill  of  the  females  in  knitting,  has  produced 
from  abroad,  an  annual  demand  for  their  work,  which 
brings  from  the  West  Indies  a  very  considerable  re- 
turn in  money. 

With  this  brief  introduction,  the  Board  invite  the 
attention  of  the  contributors  and  the  public,  to  the 
annexed  report  of  the  Principal,  in  which  will  be 
found  a  particular  statement  of  the  past  year's  trans- 
actions. 

SAMUEL  BRECK, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL. 


To  THE  BOAKD  OF  MANAGERS  : 

Gentlemen, — I  respectfully  present  the  following 
report  of  the  condition,  progress  and  prospects  of  the 
Institution.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  pupils 
is  larger  than  at  any  former  period.  This  is  a  natural 
result  as  the  advantages  of  the  Institution  become 
more  widely  and  favourably  known.  With  the  in- 
crease of  population  in  the  State,  the  Blind  increase 
by  an  almost  fixed  law  of  proportion.  Yet  the  num- 
ber in  this  and  other  schools  is  always  much  belowr 
the  aggregate  of  eligible  cases  in  the  community.  It 
is  not  enough  to  provide  a  place  of  instruction  and 
support  for  a  term  of  years;  additional  and  active 
efforts  must  be  put  forth  to  reach  them  personally,  or 
by  such  influence  as  shall  overcome  the  prejudices  so 
often  encountered. 

The  just  and  comprehensive  policy  of  this  State, 
in  its  provision  for  universal  education,  has  not  over- 
looked the  Blind.  The  Executive  and  Legislative  au- 
thorities have  nobly  responded  to  their  claims  for  a 
participation  in  this  great  blessing,  by  enlarging  the 
appropriation  to  this  Institution,  and  thus  providing 
for  the  increased  number  of  pupils.  And  your  Board 
has  promptly  recognised  this  benevolent   policy,  by 
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proceeding  at  once  to  enlarge  the  buildings  and  pro- 
vide the  necessary  additional  accommodations. 

The  number  of  pupils  and  other  blind  persons  con- 
nected with  the  Institution,  including  those  in  the 
manufacturing  department,  at  the  present  time  (Jan.  1, 
1856),  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

On  the  1st  January,  1855,  there  were 
Discharged  or  left  during  the  year, 
Died,  ------ 

Received  during  the  year, 
Remaining,         ----- 

Of  this  number  there  are — 
From  Pennsylvania,  - 

„     Maryland,  -""--- 

„     New  Jersey,      - 

,,     Delaware,  - 

„     All  other  places,        - 

Total, 

Of  these,  twenty-six  contribute  chiefly  or  in  part 
to  their  own  support,  as  assistant  teachers,  and  by 
their  industry;  and  seven  are  pay  pupils,  in  full  or 
part. 

Three  deaths  have  occurred  the  past  year;  the 
first  was  Isaiah  Peck;  the  second  was  John  B. 
Haines,  aged  about  14.  Both  were  from  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  and  were  very  bright  and  promising 
children.  The  third  was  Harriet  Arnold,  a  very 
worthy  adult  pupil.  After  appropriate  religious  ser- 
vices in  the  Institution,  they  were  interred  in  our 
lot  at  Laurel  Hill,  near  the  graves  of  the  pupils  and 
teachers  who  have  gone  before  them. 
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It  is  my  grateful  privilege  to  record  the  continued 
prosperity  of  the  Institution,  in  all  its  departments, 
during  the  past  year.  Our  large  household  has  en- 
joyed its  usual  good  health,  order  and  contentment. 
The  pupils  have  been  diligent,  and  have  made  in 
general  very  satisfactory  progress.  Two  public  ex- 
aminations have  been  held,  which  were  attended  by 
the  President  of  the  Institution,  the  Chairman  and 
several  members  of  the  Committee  of  Instruction,  and 
others.  An  account  of  one  of  these  examinations 
will  be  found  in  the  letters  of  Dr.  R.  Dunglison, 
Chairman,  and  the  Principal,  in  the  appendix. 

A  number  of  models  have  been  added  to  our  cabinet, 
illustrative  of  Natural  History  and  other  subjects  of 
useful  knowledge,  not  otherwise  easily  understood  by 
the  Blind. 

The  subjects  of  instruction  on  which  the  pupils 
have  been  engaged  during  the  past  year  are  as  follows : 
Orthography,  Reading,  Writing,  Geography,  Arith- 
metic, Grammar,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Natural  His- 
tory, Philosophy,  Natural  Physiology,  Astronomy, 
Histories  of  the  United  States,  Greece,  Rome  and 
England,  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Moral 
Philosophy,  Biblical  and  general  Literature,  and  vocal 
and  instrumental  Music. 

The  pupils  are  required,  as  usual,  to  attend  public 
worship  on  the  Sabbath,  at  places  selected  by  their 
parents  or  friends.  The  Institution  carefully  avoids 
all  sectarian  influence. 

The  teachers  and  officers  are  the  same  as  reported 
last  year.  Additional  experience  has  qualified  them 
for  their  important  duties,  which  they  have  discharged 
with  patient  fidelity  and  success. 


12 

The  musical  department  continues  to  give  very  sa- 
tisfactory results,  under  the  skilful  direction  of  Mr. 
PfeifTer.  The  Orchestra  is  composed  of  thirty-four 
performers.*  • 

Twelve  of  the  pupils  receive  organ  instruction, 
and  forty-six  take  lessons  on  the  piano.  Several  of 
the  pupils  are  at  present  fully  qualified  as  organists 
m  the  Episcopal  or  other  service,  and  others  to  teach 
on  the  piano  forte,  and  sing  in  church  choirs. 

We  continue  to  receive  and  employ  a  limited  num- 
ber of  adulis  and  graduates  in  the  "Home"  and  work 
department.  The  plan  hitherto  successfully  pursued 
has  not  been  changed.  With  several  exceptions,  the 
Institution  boards  those  employed  by  it.  These  ex- 
ceptions are  persons  who  are  married  and  live  at  their 
own  homes.  No  absolute  rule  has  been  adopted  here, 
requiring  the  male  workmen  to  board  in  or  out  of  the 
house.  We  have  consulted,  as  we  conceive,  the 
greatest  good  of  the  Blind  themselves  with  the  means 
at  our  disposal,  consistently  with  the  efficiency  and 
safety  of  future  operations. 

If  an  industrious  Blind  person,  after  spending  a 
term  of  years  in  the  Institution,  finds  himself  unable 
to  succeed  elsewhere,  and  applies  for  employment,  we 
must  do  one  of  three  things — 


*  The  orchestra  is  composed  of  the  following  instruments: — violins,  12; 
violas,  2;  violoncellos,  2;  contra  bassos,  2;  flutes,  3;  clarionets,  2;  horns,  2; 
trumpets,  3 ;  bass  trombone,  1 ;  ophiclide,  1 ;  great  drum,  1 ;  military  drum, 
1 ;  cymbals,  1 ;  triangle,  1 ;  total  34. 

Among  the  celebrated  and  difficult  pieces  performed  by  the  orchestra,  are 
the  following: — The  overtures  of  Midsummer  Night's  Dream,  by  Mendelssohn ; 
William  Tell,  by  Rossini;  and  La  Serment,  by  Auber;  C  Minor  Symphony,  by 
Beethoven;  Weber's  Concerto,  for  piano  and  orchestra,  and  other  remarkable 
compositions  by  these  and  other  great  masters. 


1.  Board  him  at  a  low  cost  price,  or  less. 

2.  Oblige  him  to  hoard  elsewhere,   and   allow  him 
an  annual  gratuity  to  meet  his  short  comings :   or 

3.  Discharge  him  altogether,  to  become  an  object 
of  charitable  support. 

Between  the  first  and  the  last  of  these  propositions 
there  would  seem  to  be  scarcely  a  question.  Any 
principle  or  measure  that  necessarily  in  its  opera- 
tion consigns  feeble  or  less  skilful,  but  equally  meri- 
torious, Blind  persons  to  idleness  and  pauperism, 
must  be  so  exceedingly  defective,  as  scarcely  to  re- 
ceive much  sympathy,  and  can  only  be  justified  by 
stern  necessity,  or  an  apprehension  of  other  evils  of 
greater  magnitude. 

But  I  am  unable  to  see  an  evil  of  greater  magnitude 
to  such  Blind  persons,  than  to  be  abandoned  to  a  life 
of  hopeless  pauperism.  And  I  know  I  speak  their 
universal  sentiment  in  saying,  that  no  prospect  so 
dark  and  discouraging  could  be  presented  to  their 
own  minds. 

The  question  practically  then  reduces  itself  to  this: 
whether  these  Institutions  should  board  their  gradu- 
ate Blind,  at  a  shade  less  than  cost,  or  compel  them 
to  board  elsewhere,  and  make  up  their  deficiencies  by 
an  annual  gratuity  in  money.  The  former  has  been 
our  own  course,  and  we  have  not  found  reason  to  de- 
part from  it.  We  now,  as  far  as  the  means  of  the  In- 
stitution will  go,  secure  the  highest  industrial  effort 
of  all  Blind  persons  of  good  moral  character,  and 
charge  for  their  support  a  sum  within  their  ascer- 
tained ability  to  pay. 

To  allow  a  gratuity,  on  the  other  hand,  as  proposed 
by  some,  to  meet  the  deficiencies  of  the  workmen  com- 


14 

pelled  to  board  out,  must  require  a  charitable  fund 
for  the  purpose.  It  is  unfortunate  for  the  practical 
success  of  this  plan,  that  no  Institution  for  the  Blind 
in  this  country  has  any  such  fund  or  surplus  properly 
applicable  to  such  purpose. 

It  may  be  safe  and  convenient  for  our  Institutions  to 
say  to  those  who  have  been  educated,  or  acquired  me- 
chanical trades  within  their  walls, — you  must  now  de- 
part, to  do  as  other  mechanics  do;  we  will  employ 
you,  but  you  must  look  out  for  yourselves;  you  will 
be  the  better  for  the  energy  required  in  the  trial; 
your  mental  and  moral  condition  will  also  be  more 
favourable,  than  if  associated  together  in  the  same 
boarding-house,  and  the  Institutions  by  this  course 
will  be  relieved  from  the  charge  when  you  become  old 
and  infirm. 

When  institutions  for  the  Blind  were  first  founded 
in  this  country,  and  for  some  years  after,  it  was  as- 
sumed that  it  was  only  necessary  to  educate  them  and 
give  them  a  good  knowledge  of  some  handicraft,  and 
they  would  go  forth  and  support  themselves;  and  we 
are  happy  to  record  the  numerous  triumphs  of  the  ta- 
lents and  industry  of  Blind  persons  in  securing  most 
respectable  and  independent  positions.  It  is  still 
true,  nevertheless,  that  many  at  the  close  of  their 
terms,  need  just  that  kind  of  aid  which  organizations 
like  our  own  can  best  give — not  charity,  but  employ- 
ment and  comfortable  homes.  Without  these  favour- 
able means,  we  repeat,  discouragement  and  failure 
must  result  with  many.  The  strong  may  struggle  on, 
but  the  weak  must  go  to  the  wall. 

But  the  great  question  of  the  future  welfare  of  all 
the  Blind,  is  broader  than  any  mere  details  of  personal 


care,  about  which  there  may  be  honest  differences  of 
opinion.  It  is  a  question  of  deep,  and  to  the  older 
Institutions,  of  pressing  interest,  and  appeals  to  prac- 
tical philanthropy  for  a  just  and  humane  solution. 

The  proportion  of  Blind  persons  to  the  whole 
population  is  very  small.  According  to  the  United 
States  census  of  1850,  there  was  only  one  white  per- 
son in  every  2445.  In  Pennsylvania,  one  in  2830. 
In  the  four  States  supporting  pupils  here,  viz.  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  the 
average  was  one  for  every  2522  white  persons. 

A  small  proportion  only  of  the  whole  number  will 
find  their  way  to  the  Institution.  Many  who  do  so,  will 
afterwards  return  to  their  friends  or  be  successful  in 
their  business  pursuits.  The  number  of  the  homeless 
and  indigent,  therefore,  and  those  who  need  the  fos- 
tering care  of  the  Institution  after  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  instruction,  is  comparatively  so  small, 
that  the  difficulties  of  a  comprehensive  system  for 
their  employment  and  support  cease  to  be  formidable. 

In  this  view,  it  is  not  forgotten  that  there  will  be 
in  the  future,  the  aged  and  infirm  to  provide  for.  But 
the  same  persons  would  become  aged  and  infirm  else- 
where, and  much  more  helpless.  I  would  not  incum- 
ber the  Institution  for  education,  nor  the  industrial 
department,  with  superannuated  Blind  persons.  But 
in  an  age  of  liberal  and  practical  Christian  benevolence, 
we  may  confidently  look  forward  to  the  foundation  of 
a  real  Asylum  for  the  respectable  and  worthy  Blind  of 
that  class — to  save  them  from  that  unhappy  condition 
which  otherwise  must  inevitably  await  them.  This 
subject  has  been  somewhat  fully   considered  in  the 


20th  and  other  annual  reports  of  this  Institution,  and 
need  not  be  further  discussed  here. 

But  whether  the  system  adopted  in  these  Institu- 
tions be  founded  on  the  principle  of  enabling  every 
blind  workman  to  earn  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability, 
if  it  be  but  one  hundred  dollars  a  year  or  less,  and  in- 
sure him  an  economical  support,  or  by  a  different 
policy  practically  to  render  such  an  effort  impossible; 
of  the  wisdom  of  one  course  there  can  be  no  difference 
of  opinion — and  that  is,  to  give  all  the  pupils  such 
professions  and  mechanical  trades  as  may  best  enable 
them  to  leave,  when  their  term  is  finished,  and  not  to 
be  dependent  upon  the  Institution  for  either  employ- 
ment or  support. 

With  this  view  we  have  lately  introduced  into  our 
workshop  the  manufacture  of  corn  brooms.  It  is  a 
simple  business — soon  acquired,  requiring  a  very 
small  sum  for  tools  and  machinery  to  start  with — and 
the  stock  is  raised  in  every  part  of  the  country.  It  is 
a  business  that  can  be  pursued  in  small  country  towns, 
better  than  the  manufacture  of  brushes,  willow  baskets, 
or  mattresses — which  are  the  principal  trades  of  the 
four  largest  Institutions  for  the  Blind. 

The  sales  of  the  past  year  have  amounted  to 
$10,243.76;  being  an  increase  of  $2602.37  over  the 
sales  of  the  previous  year. 

The  stock  of  goods  on  hand  is  valued  at  $3145.44, 
which  is  a  reduction  of  $223.13  on  that  of  the  year 
before,  and  very  little  more  than  is  required  for  a 
necessary  assortment. 

The  whole  amount  of  goods  manufactured  last  year 
was — • 
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By  males,                -         -  -         $8744  78 

By  females,             -         -  -            1224  08 

Total,  $9968  86 


All  this  shows  a  favourable  condition  of  this  im- 
portant department.  Although  the  accounts  of  the 
workshops  exhibit  a  small  loss  of  about  $160  on  the 
operations  of  the  year,  it  must  nevertheless  be  re- 
garded as  successfully  fulfilling  its  excellent  object  in 
teaching  and  giving  employment  in  useful  branches  of 
mechanic  art  to  nearly  all  our  Blind  not  engaged  in 
music.  There  is  always  some  loss  from  waste  of 
material,  expense  of  supervision,  selling,  &c,  which 
the  small  profits  on  the  articles  sold  may  not  quite 
cover,  and  which  the  Institution  cheerful^  submits  to. 
This  balance  scarcely  exceeds  one  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  the  entire  sales.  In  other  words,  it  has  cost  only 
one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  to  give  regular  employ- 
ment to  all  our  workmen  and  females,  for  one  year, 
who  would  otherwise  have  had  little  or  nothing  to  do. 

We  have  succeeded  in  disposing  of  the  work  as 
fast  as  produced — in  keeping  the  stock  down — and 
thus  averting  the  chief  difficulty  of  all  such  Institutions 
— an  accumulation  of  unsold  wares.  We  have  been 
compelled  occasionally  to  put  a  temporary  limit  upon 
the  labour  of  our  workmen,  but  we  have  never  been 
obliged  to  discharge  any  one  for  want  of  employment. 

Very  little  has  been  done  here  or  elsewhere,  during 
the  past  year,  in  printing  for  the  Blind.  Books  of 
this  kind  costs  so  much  more  than  others,  and  the 
remunerating  demand  is  so  limited,  that  the  Institu- 
tions cannot  be  expected  to  print  much  of  their  own 
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means.      Our  hope   must  rest  chiefly  on   private  be- 
nevolence, or,  possibly,  some  public  provision. 

This  Institution  has  recently  printed  a  few  pages 
of  Elementary  Lessons,  in  our  own  type  (Roman  capi- 
tals), to  aid  beginners  in  learning  to  read  works  pre- 
viously printed  on  our  own  press.  It  is  proposed  to 
add  more  pages  to  this  introductory  work.  The  pu- 
pils are  all  taught  to  read  what  is  called  the  "Boston 
letter,"  in  which  the  whole  Bible  and  most  of  the  im- 
portant books  are  printed.  On  this  subject  I  cannot 
forbear  repeating  my  conviction  of  the  continued  ne- 
cessity of  a  Dictionary  of  words  in  common  use  with 
concise  definitions .*  I  know  of  no  book  for  the  Blind 
so  much  needed.  In  the  school  room  it  would  be  an 
invaluable  aid  in  teaching  orthography,  and  the  true 
meaning  of  words  in  daily  use. 

The  States  of  New  Jersey,  Delaware  and  Maryland, 
continue  to  provide  for  their  Blind  in  this  Institution; 
New  Jersey  sustaining  seven,  Delaware  three,  and 
five  remain  of  the  Maryland  list,  to  finish  their  terms. 
New  pupils  of  that  State  are  admitted  into  an  Institu- 
tion of  its  own,  chartered  about  two  years  since. 

In  conclusion,  the  whole  subject  of  the  best  welfare 
of  the  Institution  is  humbly  committed  to  the  wisdom 
of  your  honourable  bod}7,  under  whose  direction  it  has 
so  long  and  so  eminently  prospered,  with  a  grateful 
reliance  upon  a  just  and  good  Providence  which  has 
so  abundantly  blessed  and  provided  for  those  com- 
mitted to  our  care. 

WILLIAM  CHAPIN, 
January  1,  1856. 

*  Since  the  above  was  written,  such  a  Dictionary  has  been  commenced  at 
the  press  of  this  Institution,  to  be  printed  in  parts. 


APPENDIX. 


STATEMENTS  EXHIBITING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  MANUFAC- 
TURING DEPARTMENT. 

Articles  made  in  the  Institution  in  1855. 

BY  MALE  PUPILS,  AND  WORKMEN. 

22,354  Hand  Scrubs, 
2,362  Hair  Brushes, 
3,093  Horse      „ 
2,040  Wall 
1,316  Clamps, 
1,024  Shoe  Brushes, 

480  Cloth 

339  Hat  „ 

283  Dusting;     » 

108  Dutch  Brooms, 

241  Stove  Brushes, 

173  Sweeping-,  Heddle  and  other  Brushes, 


33,813  Brushes, 
2,021  Corn  Brooms, 
242  Whisks, 

222  Door  Mats, 
1,842  Yards  Rag  and  List  Carpet, 
20  Mattresses, 

Value,        -         -         -         $8744  78 

BY  FEMALES. 

4475  Articles  of  Bead  Work, 
227  Tidies, 

19  Lamp  Mats, 

14  Purses, 

19  Pairs  of  Socks, 
156  Sundry  Articles, 


4910 


Value,  -         $1149  08 

Sewing  for  the  house,      ...  75  00 


1224  08 

Total,  $9968  86 
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MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

DR. 

To  Value  of  finished  and  unfinished  goods  on  hand, 

January  1,  1855,  ....      $3,366  57 

„  Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  same  date,  -        1,108  25 

,,  Cost  of  material,  finishing,  boring,  &c.  in  1855,  -  5,247  01 
„  Rent  of  Store,         -----  225  00 

„  Salary  and  commissions  of  salesman,  boy's  wages, 

porterage  and  miscellaneous,     -  804  00 

„  Wages  and  overwork  paid  to  pupils  and  adults  in 

"  The  Home,"  including  board,  -  -        2,40176 

,,  Amount  exchanged  in  trade  for  articles  to  complete 

assortments,      -----        1,602  05 


Total,  $14,814  64 


CR. 

By  amount  of  sales  in  1855,  viz. 

At  the  Institution,  -  -         $4,298  73 

At  the  Store,  No.  7  South  Eighth  st.    5,945  03 

$10,243  76 

„  Value  of  finished  and  unfinished  goods   on  hand, 

January  1,  1856,  -  -  -  -        3,145  44 

„  Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  January  1,  1856,  1,172  32 

„  Mattresses  made  for  the  house,       -  -  -  16  75 

„  Articles  made  by  female  pupils  for  the  house,         -  75  00 


Total,  $14,653  27 

Balance  against  the  Work  Department,  161  37 

$14,814  64 
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LIST  OF  PUPILS. 


From  Pennsylvania. 


NAMES. 

Armstrong", 
Bixler,  Charles  C. 
Brown,  J.  Calvin, 
Baker,  William, 
Bennett,  Wrn.  Henry, 
Bailey,  George, 
Conrad,  Wm.  Henry, 
Cummings,  Alexander, 
Griffiths,  David, 
Gunton,  John  Smith, 
Karrigan,  Ambrose, 
Kerr,  Samuel, 
Klotz,  Henry, 
Kneass,  Napoleon  B. 
Lynch,  Berriah  M. 
Morton.  Sylvester, 
Miller,  Jacob, 
Nece,  Clark  D. 
Ousterhout,  Wm. 
Porter,  Edgar  M. 
Palmer,  Clark, 
Pontefract,  Edward, 
Righter,  John  E. 
Steiner,  John  L. 
Stalnecker,  Wm.  H. 
Stewart,  Gabriel  P. 
Sorrick,  David  F. 
Smith,  Augustus  C. 
Travis,  George  L. 
Wheaton,  Robert, 
Weaver,  Peter, 
Witcher,  Barnabas, 
Williams,  Michael, 
Wolverton,  Thomas, 


MALES.  COUNTIES. 

Northampton. 

Philadelphia. 

Wyoming. 

Susquehanna. 

Philadelphia. 

Somerset. 

Westmoreland 

Schuylkill. 

Luzerne 

Schuylkill. 

Bucks. 

Carbon, 

Philadelphia. 

Mercer. 

Montgomery. 

Lycoming. 

Erie. 

Susquehanna. 

Luzerne. 

Bradford. 

Beaver. 

Montgomery. 

Columbia. 

Lehigh. 

Allegheny. 

Blair. 

Philadelphia. 

Bradford. 

Philadelphia. 

Blair. 

Huntingdon. 

Franklin. 

Philadelphia. 
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FEMALES. 


Beatty,  Anna, 
Benoit,  Pauline, 
Basso,  Emma, 
Bennett,  Emily, 
Balles,  Kosine, 
Boyer,  Emma, 
Clarke,  Ann  Amelia, 
Clarke,  Catharine, 
Campbell,  Hannah, 
Drinkwalter,  Esther  A. 
Doherty,  Eliza, 
D'Ouville,  Augusla, 
D'Ouville,  Celoza, 
Frisard,  Fleurine, 
Greenwalt,  Mary, 
Haslem,  Ellen, 
Hogg,  Hannah, 
Kibby,  Mary  Ann  L. 
M'Culloch,  Isabella, 
Marshall,  Margaret, 
Osborne,  Eliza, 
Pitner,  Martha  T. 
Pettit,  Elizabeth, 
Price,  Mary  Ann, 
Rider,  Mary  Martha, 
Smith,  Lavinia, 
Smith,  A.  Almina, 
Starrett,  Elizabeth, 
Shale,  Margaret  Ellen, 
Squier.  Mary  Ann, 
Stark,  Eliza  M. 
Tudge,  R.  Mercy, 
Wills,  Rebecca, 
Winslow,  Mary  Lydia, 
White,  Emma  E. 
Williams,  Elizabeth, 


Philadelphia. 

Do. 

Do. 
Susquehanna. 
Philadelphia. 
Berks. 
Jefferson. 
Philadelphia. 
Franklin. 
Bradford. 
Philadelphia. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Indiana. 
Philadelphia. 
Northumberland, 
Lycoming. 
Mifflin. 
Perry. 

Northumberland. 
Erie. 

Philadelphia. 
Lycoming. 
Bradford 
Philadelphia. 

Do. 
Montgomery. 
Philadelphia. 

Do. 
Luzerne. 
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From  Maryland. 

Basford,  Emory  S.  Anne  Arundel 

Porter,  M.  Georgiana  E.  Allegheny. 

Talbcrt,  Margaret  A.  Washington. 

Wilson,  Elizabeth  A.  Cecil. 

Wulf,  John  G.  Baltimore. 
Waters,  Martha  K.  Do. 


From  New  Jersey. 


Fisher,  Francis  L. 
Hunt,  Mary  Elizabeth, 
Garto'n,  Nathaniel  B. 

(deaf,  dumb  and  blind) 
Stackhouse,  Elizabeth, 
Hall,  Euphemia  M. 
Smith,  Mary  Elizabeth, 
Sayre,  Wm.  II. 


Cumberland. 
Middlesex. 

Cumberland. 

Burlington. 

Mercer. 

Hunterdon, 

Essex. 


From  Delawaie. 


Kees,  Hannah, 
Hollingsworth,  Joseph  F. 
Reybold,  George, 
Reybold,  John, 
Smith,  John, 


Kent. 
New  Castle. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


From  all  other  places. 


Turner,  Emma, 
Fielding,  Frederick, 
M'Henry,  James  Noel, 
Miller,  S.  Hartshorne, 


Texas. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Green  County,  Ga. 
Campbell  County,  V 


Assistants. 


M'Millen,  William, 
Brenan,  James, 
Wood,  David, 
Mallett,  Mary  A. 


Hankins,  Matilda, 
Laird,  Rachel, 
Gill,  Maria, 
Henderson,  Nancy, 


Hildreth,  Hannah. 
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In  the  "Home" 


Besant,  Peter, 
Cruser,  Matilda, 
Cruser,  Catharine, 
Cormany,  Maria, 
Carolin,  Thomas, 
Donelly,  Mary, 
Fennimore,  Elizabeth  A. 


Fithian,  Annie, 
Gutzlaff,  Fanny, 
Kinney,  Michael. 
Lynch,  Sarah, 
Lawrence,  Rachel  L. 
MfcClosky,  James, 
Raney,  Rebecca, 


Pfahler,  Catharine. 


Adults  in  the  Work  Department. 


Baker,  S.  C. 
Denning,  Robert, 
Folwell,  Jas.  M. 
Farren,  Henry, 
Froch,  J.  W. 
Flannegan,  Jas. 
Coyle,  James, 
Driscoll, 
Dunn,  Lewis, 
Fisher, 


Gilmore,  William, 
Eligeroth,  Henry, 
Hunter,  William, 
Morgan,  John, 
Rice,  Alexander  G* 
Selkirk,  John  G. 
Snyder,  Lewis  M. 
Wall,  Matthew, 
Riter,  Geo.  W. 
Sayre,  W.  H. 
Garton,  Nathaniel. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total  from  Pennsylvania, 
„         New  Jersey, 
„  Maryland, 

„  Delaware, 

„         All  other  places, 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

58 

46 

104 

3 

9 

12 

2 

5 

7 

4 

1 

5 

3 

2 

5 

Total. 


70 


G3 


133 
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PUBLIC  EXAMINATIONS. 

Two  public  examinations  of  the  pupils  have  been  held  during  the 
past  year — one  in  February,  the  other  in  June.  The  following  cor- 
respondence between  Dr.  Dunglison,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Instruction,  and  the  Principal,  refers  to  the  latter  examination. 

Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind, 
June  29,  1855. 

Dear  Sir, — I  respectfully  report  that  the  semi-annual  examination 
of  the  pupils  commenced  on  Monday,  25th,  and  closed  on  Wednes- 
day, 27th  inst. 

The  whole  number  of  classes  examined  was  forty-two,  on  the 
following  subjects,  viz. — Reading,  raised  letters,  (5  classes);  Writing 
(2  classes);  Arithmetic  on  slates  (4  classes);  Arithmetic,  Mental  (4 
classes);  Map  (2  classes);  Globe;  Theory  of  Music;  Organ  Ex- 
ercises; Physiology;  Geography  (4  classes);  History  (3  classes) ; 
Natural  Philosophy;  Algebra  (2  classes);  Geometry;  Astronomy; 
Natural  History;  Grammar  (3  classes);  Mythology  (2  classes); 
Moral  Philosophy  and  Geology. 

The  creditable  manner  in  which  the  pupils  have  acquitted  them- 
selves in  these  protracted  examinations  will  be  considered,  I  trust,  as 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  ability  and  faithfulness  of  the  teachers  by 
whom  they  were  instructed. 

But,  as  we  have  been  favoured  with  the  personal  attendance,  for  a 
large  portion  of  the  time,  of  yourself,  as  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Instruction,  and  of  Mr.  Breck,  the  venerable  President  of  the 
Institution,  it  would  be  more  proper  for  me  to  submit  the  question  of 
merit  in  the  examination  entirely  to  your  own  judgment — merely 
remarking  that  the  pupils  and  teachers  acquitted  themselves  equally 
well,  in  the  classes  examined  when  you  were  not  present. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Yours,  &c. 

WILLIAM  CHAPIN. 
Dr.  Robley  Dunglison, 

Chairman,  §c. 
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EEPLY  OF  DR.  DUNGLISON. 

Philadelphia,  June  30,  1855. 

Dear  Sir,— I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion to  me  of  the  29th  inst.  in  which  you  report  the  subjects  on 
which  the  different  classes  were  examined  at  the  recent  public  ex- 
amination. At  the  close  of  it,  after  some  appropriate  remarks  by 
the  President,  Mr.  Breck,  I  stated  to  the  pupils  that  their  examina- 
tion was,  on  the  whole,  very  satisfactory,  and  sufficiently  testified  to 
the  zeal  and  ability  of  the  teachers,  and  to  the  industry  and  attain- 
ments of  the  pupils. 

There  cannot  indeed  be  a  more  satisfactory  stimulus  to  both  parties 
than  such  an  examination  affords.  lam  beyond  measure  desirous 
that  our  Institution,  already  not  behind  any  which  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  visiting  and  examining,  should  be  possessed  of  every 
facility  for  conveying  instruction  to  the  pupils;  and  I  have  been  on 
the  look  out  for  such  models  and  articles  in  relief  as  are  calculated 
to  throw  light  upon  many  matters  which  cannot  be  well  understood 
without  such  aids.  Some  of  the  pupils  have  expressed  their  anxiety 
to  have  a  model  of  the  eye,  models  of  the  different  forms  of  archi- 
tecture, &c— all  of  which  the  Committee  of  Instruction  will  procure 
for  them,  besides  working  models  of  many  processes  in  the  mechanic 
arts,  representations  of  mechanical  powers  and  machinery,  and  of 
physical  processes,  models  illustrative  of  natural  objects,  &c.  As 
soon  as  the  Committee  shall  have  received  from  you  a  report  of 
what  the  Institution  already  possesses  in  this  direction,  they  will  be 
prepared  to  act;  for,  as  I  remarked  to  the  pupils,  no  rational  ex- 
pense will  be  spared  in  procuring  for  them  every  illustration  that  can 
be  made  available. 

With  such  marked  facilities  as  are  afforded  them  in  the  Institution, 
with  a  Board  of  Managers  actuated  by  the  most  unbounded  philan- 
thropy and  zeal  in  their  course — a  Principal  and  Teachers  whose 
desire  is  to  advance  them  by  every  means  in  their  power — and 
a  body  of  household  officers,  whose  efforts  are  directed  to  their 
general  improvement  and  bodily  comfort — it  will  be  the  mult  of  the 
pupils  if  they  do  not  richly  benefit  from  all  these  eminent  advan- 
tages. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

ROBLEY  DUNGLISON, 
AVilliam  Chapin,  Esq.,  Chairman,  #c. 

Principal,  fyc.  §c. 
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TERMS 

FOR  THE  ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 

Pay  pupils  are  charged  two  hundred  dollars  a  year,  which  includes 
board,  instruction  and  medical  attendance. 

Blind  children,  in  indigent  circumstances,  from  the  States  of  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  are  provided  for  by  those 
States,  respectively,  for  the  term  of  five  to  eight  years. 

The  most  suitable  time  for  admission  is  between  the  a^es  of  ten 
and  fifteen  years.  Pupils  are  not  usually  received  under  ten;  nor 
over  seventeen  years  of  age,  except  for  a  more  limited  period,  to 
learn  some  useful  handicraft. 

Applications  may  be  addressed  to  Franklin  Peale,  Esq.,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Admission  and  Discharge,  or  to  the  Principal. 

Vacation  continues  two  months — from  1st  July  to  1st  September. 
Pupils  should  commence  with  the  term  in  September,  if  possible. 


.FORM  OF  A  LEGACY. 

I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  "  The  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  in  Philadelphia,  and  their 
successors  forever  (if  real  estate),  all  that,  &c. ;  (if  personal),  the 
sum  of,  &c. 
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TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  institution  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  Twentieth  and  Race 
streets,  and  is  convenient  of  access  by  several  lines  of  omnibuses, 
viz.  the  Vine,  Arch,  Walnut,  Chestnut  and  Twentieth  street,  and 
Chestnut  and  Sixteenth  street  lines. 

The  Institution  is  open  to  visiters,  every  Wednesday  afternoon, 
from  3  to  5  o'clock.  An  opportunity  is  afforded  from  3  to  4  to  ex- 
amine the  work  rooms;  and  at  4  o'clock  an  exhibition  is  given — con- 
sisting of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  exercises  with  the  ap- 
paratus used  in  the  instruction  of  the  pupils. 

Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  accommodating  the  large  crowds 
that  attend  these  exhibitions,  when  free,  a  small  admission  fee  is 
charged  at  the  door. 

Fancy  articles  and  brushes  are  offered  for  sale,  before  and  after 
the  exhibition,  in  the  Female  pupils'  work-rooms. 

The  Store  of  the  Institution  is  at  No.  7,  South  Eighth  Street, 
one  door  below  Market,  for  the  sale  of  goods  manufactured  by  the 
pupils  and  blind  workmen,  where  Hair  Brushes,  Cloth,  Hat,  Shoe 
and  Horse  Brushes,  Hand-scrubs,  Door  Mats,  of  coir,  manilla  and 
jute,  Brooms  and  Rag  Carpet,  all  made  of  the  best  materials,  are 
furnished,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  the  lowest  market  prices. 

Grocers  and  other  dealers  are  particularly  invited  to  examine  the 
above  articles.     Exchanges  will  be  made  for  groceries  at  cash  prices. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP   THE 


MANAGERS 


OF   TUB 


PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 


INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  CORPORATORS, 

At  their  Annual  Meeting,  February  2,  1857. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

JOHN  C.  CLARK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  68  DOCK  STREET. 
1857. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CORPORATORS, 


ANNUAL  MEETING,  FEBRUARY  2,  1857. 


The  Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Contributors  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  was  held  at 
the  Institution  on  Monday  afternoon,  February  2d,  1857. 

The  President,  Hon.  Samuel  Breck,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  to  the  Contributors 
was  read,  with  the  accompanying  documents;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
N.  B.  Kneass, 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  be  accepted,  and  with  its  accompanying  docu- 
ments, be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Managers  this  day  to  be  elected,  with 
instructions  to  cause  such  portion  of  the  same  to  be  printed,  as  they  shall 
see  proper. 

The  Meeting  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Officers 
and  Managers  of  the  Institution  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  T.  S.  Wiegand  and  Dr.  A.  E.  Stocker  were  appointed  tellers. 

The  tellers  reported  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected, 
and  they  were  thereupon  declared  Officers  and  Managers  of  the  In- 
stitution during  the  ensuing  year  : 

PRESIDENT. 

SAMUEL  BRECK. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

J.  K.  KANE, 
A.  (}.  WATERMAN, 
J.  FRANCIS  FISHER, 
FRANKLIN  PEALE. 


CORRESPONDING    SECRETARY. 

THOMAS  S.  KIRKBRIDE,  M.D. 

RECORDING    SECRETARY. 

THEODORE  CUYLER. 

TREASURER. 

ROBERT  PATTERSON. 

CONSULTING   PHYSICIAN. 

CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.D. 

CONSULTING    SURGEON. 

WM.  BYRD  PAGE,  M.D. 

MANAGERS. 

John  C.  Cresson,  Pierce  Butler, 

ROBLEY   DUNGLISON,    M.D.,  THOMAS   C.    JAMES, 

Alfred  L.  Elwyn,  M.D.,  Morris  Patterson, 

Caspar  Morris,  M.D.,  Wm.  H.  Drayton, 

A.  V.  Parsons,  James  Dundas, 

Wm.  R.  Lejee,  John  Wiegand, 

Isaac  Elliott,  Joseph  Harrison. 

The  minutes  were  then  read,  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

THEO.  CUYLER, 

Eec.  Sec'ry. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


FINANCE. 


William  R.  Lejee,  Pierce  Butler, 

Isaac  Elliott,  James  Dundas, 


INSTRUCTION. 


Robley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  A.  L.  Elwyn,  M.D., 

J.  Francis  Fisher,  John  C.  Cresson, 

John  K.  Kane. 


HOUSEHOLD. 


A.  Gr.  Waterman,  Morris  Patterson, 

T.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.D.,  W.  H.  Drayton, 

John  Wierrand. 


ADMISSION    AND    DISCHARGE. 


Franklin  Peale,  A.  V.  Parsons, 

Joseph  Harrison. 


HOME. 


Thos.  C.  James,  Franklin  Peale, 

T.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.D.,  A.  Gr.  Waterman, 

Caspar  Morris,  M.D.,  J.  C.  Cresson. 


FEMALE    VISITORS. 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Kane,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Elwyn, 

Mrs.  A.  Gr.  Waterman,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Cresson, 

Mrs.  F.  Peale,  Mrs.  Butler. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

PRINCIPAL. 

William  Chapin. 

PRINCIPAL    TEACHERS. 

Joseph  Fleming,  Mary  E.  Woodward. 

ASSISTANT    TEACHERS. 

Harriet  E.  Preston,  Matilda  Hankins. 

TEACHER    OF    MUSIC. 

Ernest  Pfeiffer. 

ASSISTANTS. 

James  Brennan,  J.  Calvin  Brown, 

Maria  Gill. 
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PREFECT. 

William  L.  Humphreys. 

MASTER    OF    HANDICRAFT. 

Edwin  T.  McIntyre. 

ASSISTANT. 

William  McMillen. 

TEACHER    OF    BROOM    MAKING. 

C.  H.  Shaw. 

MISTRESS    OF    HANDICRAFT. 

Leah  Ann  Sharpless. 

MATRON. 

Mrs.  Eliza  White. 

ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Rebecca  Collins. 

SALESMAN. 

Charles  Kelly. 

VISITING    PHYSICIAN. 

A.  E.  Stocker,  M.D. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


This  Institution  is  required  by  its  charter  to  present 
annually  to  the  Legislature,  a  detailed  report  of  the 
number  of  its  pupils ;  and  an  account  of  its  receipts 
and  expenditures  during  the  preceding  year. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Principal  has  been 
made  in  obedience  to  that  injunction. 

That  report  will  present  to  the  Legislature  a  clear 
and  faithful  view  of  the  condition,  and  flourishing  state 
of  this  school  for  the  blind. 

It  owes  its  rapid  advancement  and  actual  state  of 
prosperity,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  generous  aid  and 
liberal  patronage  of  our  own  state  government.  By 
its  means  chiefly,  it  has  risen,  in  the  space  of  twenty 
years,  from  a  small  school,  of  half  a  dozen  pupils,  to 
a  large  establishment  for  the  instruction  in  letters, 
handicraft,  and  music,  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

Important  collateral  aid  has  been  received  from  the 
adjoining  state  governments  of  New  Jersey,  Maryland, 
and  Delaware.  Nor  has  this  great  result  been  brought 
about,  without  large  contributions  in  money  from  the 
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citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  charitable  donations  in 
legacies. 

The  Board  of  Managers  can  speak  with  the  highest 
degree  of  satisfaction,  of  the  general  good  conduct  of 
their  large  household,  and  especially  of  the  industry  of 
the  handicraft  department. 

The  work  of  its  pupils,  so  important  to  the  Institu- 
tion and  to  themselves ;  and,  it  may  be  added,  so  use- 
ful to  the  public,  exhibits  a  degree  of  activity  and 
constant  assiduity,  worthy  of  our  approbation  and 
thanks.  In  proof  of  this,  some  of  the  articles  made 
by  them  in  1856  may  be  enumerated. 

The  male  pupils  manufactured  thirty-six  thousand  live 

hundred  and  eighteen  brushes,   ....  36,518 

Brooms  and  Whisks, 8,430 

Door-mats,       ........  382 

And  yards  of  Carpeting,    ......  2,633 

Valued  at  nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  dollars. 

The  females  made  (of  bead-work  chiefly),  four  thousand 

six  hundred  and  two  articles,      ....        4,602 
Tidies  and  other  articles,  ......  340 

Valued  at  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

The  product  in  money,  of  the  labor  of  the  pupils  in 
the  year  1856,  was  nearly  eleven  thousand  dollars. 

The  patrons  of  the  Institution,  and  the  public  gene- 
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rally,  will,  it  is  hoped,  encourage  and  applaud  this 
praiseworthy  display  of  diligence. 

The  Home  is  a  most  important  department;  this 
has  been  proved  by  a  trial  of  several  years.  It  has 
been,  during  that  period,  a  comfortable  asylum  for 
many,  who,  at  the  concluding  period  of  their  residence 
in  the  Institution,  would  else  have  been  thrown  upon 
the  world  destitute,  or  upon  parents  too  poor  to  main- 
tain them.  This  is  prevented  by  the  establishment  of 
a  Home  for  them,  under  the  roof  of  the  Institution,  and 
the  superintendence  of  its  officers;  where,  furnished 
with  work,  they  have  been  able  to  earn  both  clothing 
and  self-support. 

In  order  to  insure  duration  and  permanency  to  this 
important  branch,  the  kind  remembrance  of  the 
benevolent,  in  their  charitable  testamentary  gifts,  is 
solicited. 

Full  and  ample  information  is  contained  in  the  an- 
nexed report  of  Mr.  Chapin,  the  Principal.  On  be- 
half of  the  Managers. 

SAMUEL  BRECK, 

President  of  the  Institution. 


REPORT   OF   THE   PRINCIPAL. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

Gentlemen", — The  duty  of  presenting  this  annual 
statement  to  you  is  always  a  cheerful  one,  for  it  is  but 
a  record  of  happy  results  and  favorable  prospects. 

There  is  nothing,  indeed,  positively  new  or  novel 
to  report.  Our  course  has  been  progressive,  and  we 
have  found  no  reason  to  depart  from  the  policy  in- 
dicated in  former  reports. 

The  number  of  pupils  and  blind  persons  connected 
with  the  Institution  at  this  time,  January  1,  1857,  is 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five. 


On  the  1st  of  January,  1856, 

there  were, 

.     133 

Discharged  or  left  during  the 

year,  . 

.       19 

Died,     .... 

. 

2 

Received  during  the  year. 

. 

.       23 

Remaining,    . 

. 

.     135 

>f  this  number  there  arc 

i 

From  Pennsylvania, 

.     108 

"     Maryland, 

5 

"     New  Jersey, 

.       10 

"     Delaware, 

6 

"     All  other  places,    . 

6 

Total,    . 

.      135 

12 

Of  this  number,  twenty-three  support  themselves 
wholly  or  in  part  as  assistant  teachers,  or  by  their  in- 
dustry, and  eight  are  pay  pupils  in  full  or  in  part. 

The  number  of  pupils  from  this  state,  considerably 
exceeds  the  number  provided  for  by  the  annual  state 
appropriation.  A  large  portion  of  them  are  also  clothed 
by  the  Institution.  There  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt 
that  the  Legislature  will  be  ready  to  make  provision 
for  this  additional  number,  at  the  same  rate  as  is  now 
provided  for  indigent  pupils. 

Our  list  of  officers  and  teachers  presents  but  few 
changes.  Those  who  remain  with  us  continue  to  de- 
serve, by  the  faithful  and  able  discharge  of  their  im- 
portant duties,  your  continued  confidence. 

Two  deaths  have  occurred  since  our  last  Annual 
Report.  Mercy  Tudge,  a  bright  and  promising  little 
girl ;  and  Jacob  Miller,  a  young  man  of  kind  disposi- 
tion and  excellent  character.  Religious  services,  in 
the  presence  of  all  the  pupils,  were  held  over  their  re- 
mains in  the  Hall  of  the  Institution,  and  they  were 
buried  in  Laurel  Hill. 

The  pupils  have  received  instruction  during  the  year 
in  the  following  subjects,  viz.  Orthography,  Reading, 
"Writing,  Geography,  Arithmetic,  Grammar,  Natural 
History,  Physiology,  History  of  the  United  States,  of 
France,  General  History,  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Natural  Philosophy,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Gene- 
ral Literature,  and  Vocal  and  Instrumental  Music. 

Public  examinations  are  held  yearly  on  all  these 
subjects. 

The  Institution  exercises  no  control  in  regard  to 
any  religious  faith,  but  enjoins  all  the  pupils  to  attend 
public  worship  on  the  Sabbath  at  the  churches  in  which 
they  were  trained  at  home. 
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The  education  provided  by  this  Institution  is  of  a 
twofold  character.  It  is  not  simply  an  academy  for 
instruction  in  literature  and  science — for  the  mental 
and  moral  training  of  young  persons, — this  is  but  half 
its  work.  Our  further  duty,  and  without  which  their 
mental  instruction  in  many  cases  would  be  of  doubt- 
ful value,  is  the  instruction  of  the  pupils  in  the  prac- 
tical duties  of  life,  in  some  industrial  pursuit,  by  which 
they  may  hereafter  depend  upon  their  own  exertions 
for  support. 

We  are  thus,  from  the  very  peculiarity  of  the  cir- 
cumstances, obliged  to  reconcile  the  theory  of  the 
manual  labor  academy,  of  uniting  school  instruction 
with  mechanical  employment.  Our  blind  pupils  have 
no  other  resource — no  other  school  is  opened  to  them 
— all  workshops  are  closed  against  the  blind  ap- 
prentice. This  necessity  being  therefore  forced  upon 
us,  we  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  its  successful 
working. 

Our  practice  is  simply  this :  young  blind  persons 
from  the  age  of  nine  or  ten  and  upwards,  are  received 
into  the  School  Department,  where  they  are  instructed 
in  all  the  usual  branches  of  an  academic  course ;  writh 
vocal  and  instrumental  music,  in  all  cases  where  there 
is  a  natural  capacity  to  receive  it.  In  addition  to 
this,  every  pupil  is  required  to  devote  several  hours 
weekly  to  acquiring  some  handicraft  employment. 
The  only  exceptions  to  this  are  where  there  are  indi- 
cations of  a  higher  degree  of  musical  talent,  in  which 
cases,  the  pupils  are  fitted  to  become  organists,  pianists, 
and  music  teachers. 

There  are  also  applicants  of  maturer  years,  and  not 
a  small  number,  who  have  lost  their  sight  recently 
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from  accidents,  or  have  failed  to  avail  themselves 
earlier  of  the  benefits  of  the  Institution,  from  the 
ignorance  or  the  prejudices  of  their  friends.  The  fault 
is  not  their  own ;  and  it  would  be  a  severe  and  perhaps 
unjust  policy,  to  exclude  such  persons  from  the  Insti- 
tution, and  from  the  only  hope  of  rendering  them- 
selves useful  and  comfortable,  because  Providence 
afflicted  them  a  few  years  later  than  their  fellow- 
sufferers  ;  or  because  doting  parents — more  kind  than 
wise — were  fearful  to  trust  them  from  their  care  at  an 
earlier  period  of  life,  so  important  for  their  education. 

In  view  of  these  reasons,  and  from  the  high  dictates 
of  humanity,  the  managers  of  this  Institution  have 
never  failed  to  receive  adults  of  reasonable  age,  of  good 
moral  character,  and  capable,  bodily  and  mentally,  of 
acquiring  a  useful  trade.  In  this  course  they  but  re- 
spond to  the  express  wish  of  the  Legislature,  and,  it  is 
believed,  of  the  whole  community. 

A  vast  amount  of  good  has  thus  been  done.  Many 
have  come  and  gone,  who  are  now  usefully  employed 
in  self-support,  who  would  otherwise  have  been  utterly 
helpless  and  dependent.  And  others  are  now  with  us 
for  a  short  season — a  j^ear  or  two  perhaps — with  hand 
and  heart  earnestly  and  industriously  applied  to  learn 
a  simple  mechanic  art,  with  an  honest  determination 
to  depart  at  the  earliest  day,  and  live  by  their  industry 
elsewhere. 

The  whole  subject  of  the  employment  and  future 
welfare  of  the  adult  and  graduate  blind,  continues  to 
engage  the  serious  attention  of  the  several  older  in- 
stitutions. It  is  the  only  one,  perhaps,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  which  any  practical  difficulty  is  felt.  The 
fact  that  a  child  born  blind,  may  nevertheless  be  well 
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instructed  through  the  medium  of  another  sense,  by 
tangible  apparatus,  has  become  so  familiar  as  scarcely 
to  require  special  mention.  That  problem  is  already 
successfully  solved. 

But  when  we  come  to  deal  with  the  sterner  realities 
of  providing  employment  for,  and  of  putting  in  a  con- 
dition of  self-support,  the  graduate  and  adult  blind 
generally,  these  institutions  encounter  difficulties  of  a 
more  serious  character, — the  most  formidable  of  which 
is  to  find  sales  for  manufactured  stock,  commensurate 
with  the  production. 

All  trades  in  which  the  blind  are  taught,  are  such 
as  may  be  most  easily  acquired,  needing  but  small 
capital  and  liable  to  the  greatest  competition.  We 
therefore  meet  large  supplies  and  low  prices  every- 
where; and  too  often,  in  addition,  a  want  of  confidence 
in  the  ability  of  the  blind  to  make  articles  of  a  good 
quality.  This  prejudice  does  them  injustice.  Their 
work,  for  strength  and  durability,  will  bear  a  fair  com- 
parison with  any  other;  and  dealers  may  always  rely 
upon  the  excellent  quality  of  the  materials  used. 

The  experience  of  this  Institution  for  the  past 
eighteen  months,  proves  the  value  of  broom  making, 
as  a  suitable  branch  for  the  blind.  It  is  a  business 
soon  acquired,  and  may  be  carried  on  more  inde- 
pendently by  a  blind  person  than  any  other.  The 
machinery  is  simple  and  not  costly,  and  the  broom- 
corn  may  be  found  growing  everywhere  in  our  ex- 
tensive agricultural  country. 

I  regard  this  plain  business,  where  pushed  with 
energy,  as  calculated  especially  to  relieve  our  institu- 
tions of  the  inconvenience  and  apprehensions  of  being 
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overburdened  with  workmen  dependent  upon  them  for 
employment. 

The  other  trades  chiefly  pursued  in  these  institu- 
tions are  the  manufacture  of  mattrasses,  willow  baskets, 
brushes,  and  door-mats.  A  blind  man  will  find  but 
few  opportunities  of  working  at  mattrasses  out  of  the 
large  cities.  He  must  therefore  depend  upon  the  in- 
stitution that  first  received  him  forever,  for  employ- 
ment. This  is  a  grave  objection,  and  overshadows  all 
minor  questions  of  boarding  graduate  workmen  in  or 
out  of  an  institution. 

Basket  and  brush  making  may  be  more  favorable 
for  finding  business  elsewhere ;  but  the  greater  portion 
of  such  workmen  must  look  to  the  larger  cities  and  to 
these  institutions  chiefly  for  employment.  Door-mat 
and  carpet  weaving  find  but  a  limited  encouragement 
in  country  places. 

If  these  views  be  correct,  what  is  the  first  great 
duty  of  all  the  institutions  for  the  blind  in  this  country 
which  have  to  meet  this  question  ?  It  is  obviously  to 
prepare  their  graduates  and  adults  with  trades  easily 
learned,  requiring  but  a  small  outfit  for  stock  and 
tools,  and  such  as  may  he  followed  in  small  country 
places. 

The  importance  of  this  last  consideration  arises  from 
the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  the  blind  come  from  the 
agricultural  districts,  and  still  have  homes  and  friends 
there,  who  would  be  prepared  to  second  their  efforts 
and  secure  their  success. 

An  economical  policy  to  encourage  and  facilitate  the 
departure  of  adults  from  the  Institution,  to  seek  em- 
ployment on  their  own  account  elsewhere,  we  have 
found  in  granting  an  outfit,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
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dollars,  but  sufficient  to  defray  the  first  expenses  of 
stock  and  tools.  Our  "  Exhibition  Fund"  has  enabled 
us  to  do  this  without  drawing  upon  the  means  provided 
for  other  purposes.  But  where  no  such  fund  is  at 
hand,  I  am  satisfied  no  provision  made  by  the  state  or 
otherwise,  could  be  more  economically  and  efficiently 
made  to  relieve  the  institutions,  and  secure  a  great 
blessing  to  the  blind  themselves. 

With  all  the  exertions,  however,  that  may  be  suc- 
cessfully made  to  provide  the  means  of  self-reliance 
elsewhere,  there  will  yet  be  some,  who  will  necessarily 
look  to  the  Institution  for  employment.  All  may  not 
be  fully  prepared  to  find  business  and  support  elsewhere, 
who  are  yet  faithful  and  industrious  workers  in  the 
employment  furnished  at  their  hand,  and  for  which 
the  Institution  extends  its  friendly  office  in  finding 
customers  and  sales.  We  have  never  yet  felt  it  our 
duty  to  discharge  worthy  persons  of  this  class,  nor  com- 
pel them  to  board  away  from  the  premises  of  the  In- 
stitution, being  governed  entirely  by  the  circumstances 
and  prospects  in  every  case. 

The  "  Home"  Department  contains  sixteen  graduates, 
twelve  females  and  four  males.  These  are  furnished 
with  employment  and  live  in  the  Institution,  and  pay 
their  own  board.  The  plan  has  worked  successfully, 
and  with  the  most  beneficial  results. 

The  accounts  of  the  Manufacturing  Department  ex- 
hibit the  folio  wins'  favorable  results  : 

Value  of  goods  made  by  the  male  pupils,         .         .    $9,593  55 
"  "  "         female  pupils,      .         .      1,310  82 


Total,  $10,904  37 

Amount  made  previous  year,  ....      9,968  86 


Increase, $985  51 


1Q 


o 


Total  amount  of  sales  in  1856, 

"  "  previous  year, 

Increase,       ..... 


.  $11,837  05 
.    10,243  7G 


SI, 593  29 


The  following   statement  exhibits  the    amount  of 


sales  for  several  years  : — 

In  1849, 

"  1850, 

"  1851, 

"  1852, 

"  1853, 

"  1854, 

"  1855, 

"  1856, 


$8,259  69 

3,867  16 

4,588  18 

5,021  77 

7,286  43 

7,641  39 

10,243  76 

11,837  05 


Increase  in  seven  years  $8587,  or  nearly  four  fold. 

The   amount  of  unsold   manufactured   stock   on   hand, 

Jan.  1,  1855,  was, $3366 

Do.    Jan.  1,  1856, 3145 

Do.    Jan.  1,  1857,     ..."....  2872 

Showing  a  gradual  decrease.  It  is  now  not  larger 
than  a  proper  assortment  requires. 

We  have  been  able  thus  far  to  give  employment  to 
every  adult  graduate,  who  from  necessity  has  remained 
in  the  Institution. 

The  Institution  is  still  engaged  in  printing  a  Dic- 
tionary for  the  blind  in  the  raised  letters.  A  work 
of  this  kind  has  long  been  needed. 

We  continue  to  receive  pupils  from  the  States  of 
New  Jersey  and  Delaware;  which  pay  the  same  rates 
as  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  We  have  also  two 
pupils  remaining  from  the  Maryland  State  list. 

We  were  honored,  in  December  last,  by  a  visit  from 
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His  Excellency,  Governor  Price,  of  New  Jersey,  and 
other  officers  of  the  Executive  Department,  to  whom 
a  special  exhibition  of  the  exercises  of  the  pupils  was 
given.  The  Governor  expressed  himself  highly  gratified 
with  the  attainments  of  the  pupils,  and  with  the  evi- 
dences of  the  good  results  produced  by  the  Institution. 

It  is  humbly  believed  that  this  plain  statement  of 
the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Institution,  will 
satisfy  its  friends  that  it  is  successfully  carrying  out 
the  object  of  its  foundation. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  CHAPIN, 

Principal. 
January  1,  1857. 


APPENDIX. 


STATEMENTS  EXHIBITING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 
MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

ARTICLES   MADE   IN   THE   INSTITUTION   IN   1856. 
BY    MALE    TUPILS    AND    WORKMEN. 

22,930  Hand  Scrubs, 
3,304  Horse  Brushes, 
2,468  Hair         " 
1,371  Clamps, 
1,499  Wall  Brushes, 
1,081  Dusting   " 

957  Shoe        " 

518  Cloth       « 

425  Stove       " 

562  Hat  and  Lye  Brushes, 

403  Sweeping,  Crumb,  and  other  Brushes, 


35,518  Brushes, 
4,937  Corn  Brooms, 
2,639  Shaker  " 
854  Whisks, 
332  Door  Mats, 
2,633  Yards  Carpet, 

30  Mattrasses  made  or  repaired. 

Value,      .         .         .     $9,593  55 


BY   FEMALES. 


4,602  Articles  of  Bead  Work, 

226  Tidies, 

114  Purses,  Lamp  Mats,  and  other  Articles, 

Value,       ....     $1,260  82 

Sewing  for  the  House,    .         .  50  00 

$1,310  82 


Total  Value,         .         .         .     $10,904  37 
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MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

DR. 

To  Value  of  finished  and  unfinished   goods   on  hand, 

January  1,  1856, $3,145  44 

"    Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  same  date,       .         .       1,172  32 
"    Cost  of  material,  finishing,  &c,  in  1856,  .  .       6,763  00 

«    Rent  of  store, 251  66 

"    Salary  and  commissions  of  salesman,  boy's  wages, 

porterage,  and  miscellaneous,      ....  653  00 

"    Overwork  paid  to  pupils,         .         .         .  $1656  18 
k'    Wages  (including  board)  paid  to  inmates 

of  "  the  Home,"        ....     1235  06 

2,891  24 


"    Amount  exchanged  in  trade,  to  complete  assortments,         533  61 


$15,410  27 
Balance  in  favor  of  the  manufacturing  department,  806  64 


$16,216  91 

CR. 

By  Amount  of  sales  in  1856,  viz. : 

At  the  Institution,  .         .         .     $5,354  52 

At  the  store,  No.  7  South  8th  Street,       6,482  53 

$11,837  05 

"   Value  of  finished  goods  on  hand,  Jan.  1, 1857,         .       2,872  77 
"    Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1857,  .       1,402  09 

"   Mattrasses  and  other  articles  made  by  pupils  for  the 

house, 105  00 

$16,216  91 
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LIST    OF    PUPILS. 


FROM    PENNSYLVANIA. 


MALES. 


Armstrong,  Robt.  B.; 
Bixler,  Clias.  C, 
Baker,  William, 
Bennett,  Chas., 
Bennett,  Wm.  H., 
Coffey,  Jas., 
Cummings,  Alex., 
Conrad,  Wm.  II., 
Greenman,  George  W., 
Griffiths,  David, 
Gun  ton,  John  S., 
Henry,  John, 
Karrigan,  Ambrose, 
Kerr,  Samuel, 
Klotz,  Henry, 
Kneass,  Napoleon  B., 
Lynch,  Beriah  M., 
Morton,  Sylvester, 
Nece,  Clark  D., 
Ousterhout,  Wm., 
Palmer,  Clark, 
Pitcher,  James  H  , 
Pontefract,  Edward, 
Righter,  John  E., 
Snider,  Geo.  W., 
Steiner,  John  L., 
Stahlnecker,  Wm.  H., 
Stewart,  Gabriel  P., 
Smith,  Augustus  C, 
Travis,  Geo.  L., 
Wheaton,  Bobert, 
Weaver,  Peter, 
Witcher,  Barnabas, 
Williams,  Michael, 
Wolverton;  Thomas, 


COUNTIES. 

Clinton. 

Northampton. 

Philadelphia. 

Susquehanna. 
a 

Franklin. 

Westmoreland. 

Somerset. 

Philadelphia. 

Schuylkill. 

Luzerne. 

Nor  thu  mberl  and. 

Schuylkill. 

Bucks. 

Carbon. 

Philadelphia. 

Mercer. 

Montgomery. 

Erie. 

Susquehanna. 

Bradford. 

Philadelphia. 

Beaver. 

Montgomery. 

Franklin. 

Columbia. 

Lehigh. 

Alleghany. 

Philadelphia. 

Bradford. 

Philadelphia. 

Blair. 

Huntingdon. 

Franklin. 

Philadelphia. 
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FEMALES. 

NAMES. 

COUNTIES. 

Beatty,  Anna, 

Philadelphia. 

Benoit,  Pauline, 

a 

Basso,  Emma, 

u 

Bennett,  Emily, 

Susquehanna. 

Balles,  Rosana, 

Philadelphia. 

Boyer,  Emma, 

Berks. 

Clarke,  Ann  Amelia, 

Jefferson. 

Clarke,  Catharine, 

Philadelphia. 

Campbell,  Hannah, 

Franklin. 

Drinkwater,  Hester  A., 

Bradford. 

Doherty,  Eliza, 

Philadelphia. 

D'Ouville,  Celoza, 

a 

Good,  Mary, 

a 

Green  wait,  Mary, 

a 

Haslem,  Ellen, 

a 

Hogg,  Hannah, 

a 

Kibby,  Mary  A.  L., 

a 

McCulloch,  Isabella, 

a 

Moloy,  Annie, 

Bucks. 

Marshall,  Margaret, 

Indiana. 

Osborne,  Eliza, 

Philadelphia. 

Pitner,  Martha  T., 

Northumberland 

Pettit,  Elizabeth, 

Lycoming. 

Quinlivin,  Mary, 

Alleghany. 

Quinlivin,  Margaret, 

a 

Roberts,  Emeline, 

Philadelphia. 

Smith,  A.  Almina, 

Erie. 

Starrett,  Elizabeth, 

Philadelphia. 

Shale,  Margaret  Ellen, 

Lycoming. 

Squier,  Mary  Ann, 

Bradford. 

Stark,  Eliza  M., 

Philadelphia. 

Wills,  Rebecca, 

Montgomery. 

Winslow,  Mary  Lydia, 

Philadelphia. 

White,  Emma  E., 

u 

Williams,  Elizabeth, 

Luzerne. 
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FROM    MARYLAND. 


NAMES. 

COUNTIES. 

Talbert,  Margaret  A., 

Washington. 

Wulf,  John  G., 

Baltimore. 

Maryott,  Edward, 

Ann  Arundel. 

FROM 

NEW 

JERSEY. 

Fisher,  Francis  L., 

Cumberland. 

Garton,  Nathaniel  B., 

a 

(deaf,  dumb,  and  blind.) 

Hall,  Euphemia  M., 

Mercer. 

Smith,  Mary  E., 

Hunterdon. 

Sayres,  Wm.  H., 

Essex. 

FR03J 

[   DELAWARE 

Hollinofsworth,  Joseph 

F-, 

New  Castle. 

Reybold,  George, 
Reybold,  John, 
Reybold,  Elizabeth, 
Jefferson,  Joshua, 
Smith,  John, 


Sussex. 
New  Castle. 


FROM   ALL   OTHER   PLACES. 

Turner,  Emma,  Texas. 

Fielding,  Frederick,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

McHenry,  James  Noel,  Green  County,  Ga. 

Miller,  S.  Hartshorne,  Campbell  Co.,  Va. 

Kratz,  Christian,  Canada  West. 

Raynor,  Penelope,  Georgia. 


ASSISTANTS. 


McMillen,  William, 
Brenan,  James, 
xMallett,  Mary  A., 


Hankins,  Matilda, 
Gill,  Maria, 
Hildreth,  Hannah, 


Brown,  J.  Calvin. 

IN  THE    "HOME." 

Besant,  Peter,  Fithian,  Annie, 

Cruser,  Matilda,  Gutzlaff,  Fanny, 

Cruser,  Catharine,  Kinney,  Michael, 
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Cormany,  Maria, 
Carolin,  Thomas, 
Donelly,  Mary, 
Fenimore,  Elizabeth  A., 
Pfahler,  Catharine, 


Lynch,  Sarah, 
Lawrence,  Rachel  L., 
McCloskey,  James, 
Raney,  Rebecca, 
Wilson,  Elizabeth  A. 


ADULTS   IN    THE    WORK   DEPARTMENT. 


Baker,  S.  C, 

Clark,  Joseph  F., 

Denning,  Robert, 

Grippin, 

Thomas, 

Folwell,  James  M., 

Gilmore, 

William, 

Farren,  Henry, 

Hamilton,  James, 

Frock,  J.  W., 

Maxwell 

,  William, 

Flannegan,  James, 

Morgan, 

John, 

Coyle,  James, 

Rice,  Alexander  G., 

Driscol,  Eugene, 

Scott,  John, 

Dunn,  Lewis, 

Selkirk, 

John  G., 

Hope,  William, 

Snyder, 

Lewis  M., 

Stetzer,  Samuel, 

Wall,  Matthew, 

Robson,  Jot 

in. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Males.     Females. 

Total. 

Total  from  Pennsylvania, 

65        43 

108 

"        "      New  Jersey, 

3          8 

11 

"        "      Maryland, 

2          2 

4 

u        u     Delaware, 

5          1 

6 

"        "      All  other  places, 

4          3 

7 

Total, 


79 


57 


136 
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TERMS 


FOR   THE   ADMISSION   OF   PUPILS. 

Pa}'  pupils  are  charged  two  hundred  dollars  a  year,  which  includes 
board,  instruction,  and  medical  attendance. 

Blind  children,  in  indigent  circumstances,  from  the  States  of  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  are  provided  for  by  those  States, 
respectively,  for  the  term  of  five  to  eight  years. 

The  most  suitable  time  for  admission  is  between  the  ages  of  nine 
and  fifteen  years.  Pupils  are  not  usually  received  under  nine,  nor 
over  seventeen  years  of  age,  except  for  a  more  limited  period,  to  learn 
some  useful  handicraft. 

Applications  may  be  addressed  to  Franklin  Peale,  Esq.,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Admission  and  Discharge,  or  to  the  Principal. 

Vacation  continues  two  months — from  1st  July  to  1st  September. 
Pupils  should  commence  with  the  term  in  September,  if  possible. 


FORM  OF  A  LEGACY. 

I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  "  The  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  in  Philadelphia,  and  their 
successors  forever  (if  real  estate),  all  that,  &c. ;  (if  personal),  the  sum 
of,  &c. 
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TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  Institution  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  Twentieth  and  Race 
Streets,  and  is  convenient  of  access  by  several  lines  of  omnibuses, 
viz.,  the  Vine,  Arch,  Walnut,  Chestnut  and  Twentieth  Street,  and 
Chestnut  and  Sixteenth  Street  lines. 

The  Institution  is  open  to  visitors  every  Wednesday  afternoon, 
from  3  to  5  o'clock.  An  opportunity  is  afforded  from  3  to  4  to  ex- 
amine the  work-rooms;  and  at  4  o'clock  an  exhibition  is  given — con- 
sisting of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  exercises  with  the  appa- 
ratus used  in  the  instruction  of  the  pupils. 

Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  accommodating  the  large  crowds  that 
attend  these  exhibitions,  when  free,  a  small  admission  fee  is  charged 
at  the  door.  The  fund  thus  collected  is  appropriated  in  outfits  to 
graduate  pupils,  on  leaving  the  Institution. 

Fancy  articles  and  brushes  are  offered  for  sale,  before  and  after  the 
exhibition,  in  the  female  pupils'  work-rooms. 

The  Store  of  the  Institution  is  at  No.  7  South  Eighth  Street, 
one  door  below  Market,  for  the  sale  of  goods  manufactured  by  the 
pupils  and  blind  workmen,  where  Corn  Brooms,  Plair  Brushes,  Cloth, 
Hat,  Shoe,  and  Horse  Brushes,  Hand-Scrubs,  Door-Mats,  of  coir, 
manilla,  and  jute,  Brooms  and  Bag  Carpet,  all  made  of  the  best 
materials,  are  furnished,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  the  lowest  market 
prices. 

Grocers  and  other  dealers  are  particularly  invited  to  examine  the 
above  articles.     Exchanges  will  be  made  for  groceries  at  cash  prices. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  KEPORT 


MANAGERS 


PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 


INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  CORPORATORS, 


At  their  Annual  Meeting,  February  1,  1858. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

JOHN  C.  CLARK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  63  DOCK  STREET. 
185  8. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CORPORATORS, 


ANNUAL  MEETING,  FEBRUARY  1,  1858. 


The  Twenty-Fifth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Contributors  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  was  held  at 
the  Institution,  on  Monday  afternoon,  February  1st,  1858. 

The  President,  Hon.  Samuel  Breck,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  to  the  Contributors 
was  read,  with  the  accompanying  documents;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
T.  S.  Wiegand, 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  be  accepted,  and,  "with  its  accompanying  docu- 
ments, be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Managers  this  day  to  be  elected,  with 
instructions  to  cause  such  portion  of  the  same  to  be  printed  as  they  shall 
see  proper. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Gr.  Waterman, 

Resolved,  That  the  Address  of  the  President  of  the  Institution,  on  the 
occasion  of  distributing  to  the  pupils  the  New  Testaments  and  Psalms  of 
David,  bequeathed  by  the  late  Miss  Sarah  Still6,  be  directed  to  be  printed 
with  the  Report. 

The  Meeting  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Officers 
and  Managers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  T..  S.  Wiegand  and  Dr.  A.  E.  Stocker  were  appointed  Tellers. 

The  Tellers  reported  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected,  and 
they  were  thereupon  declared  Officers  and  Managers  of  the  Institution 
during  the  ensuing  year  : 


PATRON. 

WILLIAM  F.  PACKER, 

GOVERNOR  OF   THE   STATE. 
PRESIDENT. 

SAMUEL  BRECK. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

J.  K.  KANE, 
A.  G.  WATERMAN, 
J.  FRANCIS  FISHER, 
FRANKLIN  PEALE. 

CORRESPONDING    SECRETARY. 

THOMAS  S.  KIRKBRIDE,  M.D. 

RECORDING  SECRETARY. 

THEODORE  CUYLER. 

TREASURER. 

ROBERT  PATTERSON. 

CONSULTING    PHYSICIAN. 

CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.D. 

CONSULTING    SURGEON. 

WM.  BYRD  PAGE,  M.D. 

MANAGERS. 

John  C.  Cresson,  Pierce  Butler, 

ROBLEY    DUNGLISON,    M.D.,  THOMAS    C.    JAMES, 

Alfred  L.  Elwyn,  M.D.,  Morris  Patterson, 

Caspar  Morris,  M.D.,  Wm.  H.  Drayton, 

A.  V.  Parsons,  James  Dundas, 

Wm.  R.  Lejee,  John  Wiegand, 

Isaac  Elliott,  Napoleon  B.  Kneass. 

The  Minutes  were  then  read,  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

ISAAC  ELLIOTT, 

Secretary  pro  tern. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES, 


FINANCE. 


William  R.  Lejee,  Pierce  Butler, 

Isaac  Elliott,  James  Dundas. 


INSTRUCTION. 


Robley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  A.  L.  Elwyn,  M.D. 

J.  Francis  Fisher,  John  C.  Cresson, 

John  K.  Kane. 


HOUSEHOLD. 


A.  G.  Waterman,  Morris  Patterson, 

T.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.D.,  Napoleon  B.  Kneass, 


John  Wiegand. 


ADMISSION    AND    DISCHARGE. 


Franklin  Peale,  A.  V.  Parsons, 

Wm.  H.  Drayton. 


HOME. 


Thos.  C.  James,  Franklin  Peale, 

T.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.D.,  A.  G.  Waterman 

Caspar  Morris,  M.D.,  J.  0.  Cresson. 


FEMALE    VISITORS. 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Kane,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Elwyn, 

Mrs.  A.  Gr.  Waterman,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Cresson, 

Mrs.  F.  Peale,  Mrs.  Butler. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION". 

PRINCIPAL. 

William  Chapin. 

PRINCIPAL    TEACHERS. 

Joseph  Fleming,  Mary  E.  Woodward. 

ASSISTANT    TEACHERS. 

Harriet  E.  Preston,  Matilda  Hankins, 

Elizabeth  A.  Fennimore,  Sarah  Lynch. 

TEACHER    OF    MUSIC. 

Ernest  Pfeiffer. 

ASSISTANTS. 

J.  Calvin  Brown,  Robert  Wheaton, 

Maria  Gill. 

PREFECT. 

William  L.  Humphreys. 

MASTER    OF    HANDICRAFT. 

Edwin  T.  McIntyre. 

ASSISTANT. 

William  McMillen. 

TEACHER  OF  BROOM  MAKING. 

C.  H.  Shaw. 
i 

MISTRESS    OF    HANDICRAFT. 

Leah  Ann  Sharpless. 

MATRON. 

Mrs.  Eliza  White. 

ASSISTANT   MATRON. 

Rebecca  Collins. 

SALESMAN. 

Charles  Kelly. 


VISITING    PHYSICIAN. 

A.  E.  Stocker,  M.D. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  annexed  Report  of  the  Principal  to  the  Board 
of  Managers  presents  a  register  of  the  pupils,  a  refer- 
ence to  their  course  of  instruction  in  the  departments 
of  literature,  mathematics,  and  music,  together  with 
tables  showing  the  result  of  the  handicraft  work  in 
all  its  branches.  The  whole  exhibits  a  most  pleasing 
evidence  of  mental  application  and  manual  industry. 
Perfect  order  has  prevailed  throughout  our  large 
school,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pupils. 

The  Board  unite  cordially  with  Mr.  Chapin,  in  his 
commendation  of  the  teachers  and  other  officers  of  the 
Institution ;  and,  while  they  express  their  satisfaction 
at  the  gratifying  state  of  subordination  and  discipline 
which  prevails,  they  think  it  due  to  the  Principal  to 
notice  with  marked  approbation  his  habitual  assiduity 
and  judicious  exercise  of  his  talents  and  experience. 

The  part  of  that  officer's  report,  which  relates  to 
the  residence  of  adult  workmen,  either  by  boarding 
abroad  or  within  the  Institution,  is  thought  by  the 
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Managers,  to  be  worthy  of  the  particular  attention  of 
the  public. 

An  abstract  of  the  Treasurer's  Report,  properly 
attested  by  the  appropriate  Committees,  will  show 
the  state  of  the  finances. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Managers. 

SAMUEL  BRECK, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  : 

Gentlemen, — In  conformity  to  the  by-laws  of  the 
Institution,  which  require  the  Principal  to  present  to 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board,  in  January,  "a  full 
report  of  its  condition,  progress,  and  prospects/'  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report. 

The  number  of  pupils,  including  those  connected 
with  the  manufacturing  department,  at  the  present 
time  (Jan.  1,  1858),  is  one  hundred  and  fifty. 


On  the  1st  January,  1857,  there  were, 
Discharged  or  left  during  the  year,  . 
Died,    ...... 

Received  during  the  year,        '. 
Remaining,    ..... 


135 

19 

1 

35 

150 


Of  this  number  there  are 


om  Pennsylvania, 
"     New  Jersey, 
"     Delaware, 
"     Maryland,     . 
"     All  other  places,   . 

. 

.     124 

.       11 

6 

4 

5 

Total,    . 

.     150 
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Twenty-four  contribute  chiefly  or  in  part  to  their 
own  support,  as  assistant  teachers  and  by  their  in- 
dustry, and  seven  are  pay  pupils  in  full  or  in  part. 

One  death  has  occurred  in  the  Institution  during 
the  past  year.  James  Brenan,  an  assistant  teacher  in 
music,  of  superior  musical  talent,  whose  loss  is  seri- 
ously regretted. 

The  health  of  the  pupils,  with  a  few  exceptions,  has 
been  generally  good. 

I  am  happy  to  state,  that  the  Institution  has  been 
entirely  successful  in  all  its  operations  during  the 
year,  and  was  never  in  a  more  prosperous  condition 
than  at  the  present  time. 

The  number  of  pupils  is  greater  than  at  any  former 
period. 

An  additional  story  has  been  added  to  our  two  houses 
in  20th  Street,  for  the  more  entire,  separate  accommo- 
dation of  the  male  adults.  Notwithstanding  this,  and 
the  dwelling-house  erected  for  the  Principal  the  year 
before,  the  additional  room  thus  acquired  in  the  main 
building,  has  been  almost  entirely  occupied  by  the 
rapid  increase  of  pupils. 

The  workshops,  especially,  need  some  extension,  to 
enable  us  to  give  the  necessary  handicraft  instruction 
to  all  the  pupils. 

I  take  pleasure  in  commending  the  ability  and  faith- 
fulness of  the  teachers  and  officers  in  their  respective 
departments. 

The  system  of  instruction  is  similar  to  that  hitherto 
pursued,  and  embraces  all  the  branches  taught  in  our 
most  respectable  academies.  I  know  of  no  subject, 
within  the  range  of  human  capacity,  that  may  not  be 
taught  to  a  person  born  blind.     That,  for  which  sight 
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is  used  by  the  seeing,  can  be  readily  adapted  to  the 
touch  for  the  sightless  pupil.  All  school  apparatus, 
therefore,  is  prepared  in  relief,  and  the  finger  performs 
the  office  of  the  eye,  in  reading,  slate  arithmetic, 
maps,  &c. 

A  public  examination,  extending  through  three 
days,  of  about  sixty  classes,  embracing  all  the  branches 
taught  in  the  school,  was  held  at  the  close  of  the  last 
term.  The  pupils  acquitted  themselves  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner. 

Religious  privileges  are  carefully  secured  to  every 
member  of  our  household.  They  attend  places  of 
worship,  in  accordance  with  their  own  or  their  parents' 
choice. 

The  musical  department,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
E.  Pfeiffer,  continues  to  merit  the  reputation  for  effi- 
ciency it  has  so  long  sustained,  notwithstanding  the 
difficulties  it  annually  meets  with  in  the  loss  of  the 
more  advanced  performers.  Pupils  are  prepared  as 
professional  musicians  on  the  organ,  piano,  and  other 
instruments,  and  graduate  to  teach  elsewhere,  or  to 
obtain  situations  as  Church  organists.  This  policy  is 
encouraged  by  the  Institution,  though  favorite  talent 
is  thus  parted  with,  when  most  valuable  to  us;  and 
others  are  trained  up  to  fill  their  places. 

All  do  not  make  musicians.  But  harmony  and 
sweet  sounds  convey  a  high  enjoyment  to  those  who 
are  shut  out  from  the  beautiful  in  art  and  nature. 
And  it  has  always  been  the  just  practice  of  this  In- 
stitution, to  instruct  all  the  pupils  in  music,  who  have 
any  talent  to  learn  it. 

For  years  past,  Wednesday  afternoon,  from  3  to  5 
o'clock,  has  been  the  special  visiting  occasion  for  the 
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public ;  but  strangers  are  received  at  all  times.  This 
arrangement  is  necessary  in  a  large  city,  to  prevent 
the  otherwise  constant  interruption  of  the  classes.  An 
exhibition  is  given,  combining  vocal  and  orchestral 
music,  and  illustrations  of  the  system  of  instruction 
with  the  school  apparatus ;  this  occupies  about  one 
hour  and  a  quarter.  At  the  close,  the  audience  visit 
the  work  rooms,  where  a  large  variety  of  useful  and 
fancy  work  is  displayed,  by  teachers  in  attendance, 
and  sales  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  pupils. 

These  exhibitions  are  largely  attended  by  citizens 
and  others.  As  a  matter  of  regulation  and  restriction 
merely,  a  small  charge  is  made  at  the  door,  which  has 
given  rise  to  a  fund  that  is  exercising  a  most  salutary 
influence  in  behalf  of  the  graduates,  and  aiding,  also, 
an  important  policy  of  the  Institution  itself. 

From  this  "  Exhibition  Fund,"  an  outfit  is  given  to 
every  pupil  in  good  standing,  on  leaving  the  Institu- 
tion, sufficient  to  purchase  the  simple  machinery  and 
tools  necessary  for  his  trade. 

The  whole  sum  thus  received  at  the  door  last  year, 
was  about  $1300.  The  amount  appropriated  to  gra- 
duates last  year  was  $761.  The  gross  amount  received 
for  this  fund  from  the  beginning  is  $7092.  The  whole 
amount  granted  in  outfits,  and  compensation  to  gradu- 
ates, is  $3839.  There  is  now  on  hand,  after  paying 
all  expenses,  $2577  26,  of  which  $1500  is  invested  on 
interest,  and  may  be  regarded  as  the  foundation  of  a 
permanent  fund  for  this  most  beneficent  purpose. 

The  Dictionary  for  the  blind  is  still  in  progress  at 
the  press  of  this  Institution.  Over  200  pages  are 
printed,  which,  however,  is  less  than  half  the  work. 
It  will  be  steadily  continued  to  completion. 

The  sales  of  the  past  year  have  amounted  to  $11,166. 
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The  amount  manufactured  was  $11,152.    Compared 
with  previous  years,  we  have  the  following  result : — 


Manufactured. 

Sold. 

1850,  . 

.   84,055  00 

13,867  00 

1851,  . 

4,784  00 

4,588  00 

1852,  . 

5,752  00 

5,021  00 

1853,   . 

7,022  00 

7,286  00 

1854,  . 

8,368  00 

7,641  00 

1855,  . 

9,968  00 

10,243  00 

1856,  . 

10,904  00 

11,837  00 

1857,  . 

11,152  00 

11,166  00 

The  mechanical  trades,  taught  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  E.  T.  Mclntire  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Shaw,  are  brush 
and  broom  making,  and  mat  and  carpet  weaving. 

The  future  welfare  of  the  Blind,  and  the  duties  of  the 
Institutions  in  connection  therewith,  continue  to  be  a 
prominent  subject  of  discussion  amongst  some  of  the 
older  Institutions. 

The  blind  man,  from  his  single  infirmity,  labors 
under  a  disadvantage  in  competing  with  seeing  work- 
men. He  is  confined  to  fewer  modes  of  obtaining  a 
livelihood.  His  trades  are  of  the  simplest  kinds,  where 
competition  is  great,  and  profits  small. 

Many  succeed  in  supporting  themselves,  some  in 
part  only,  who  receive  a  helping  hand  from  family  con- 
nections. 

With  these  there  is  no  difficulty ;  the  Institution  has 
done  its  part,  according  to  its  original  foundation,  in 
providing  instruction  and  a  means  of  support,  and  the 
graduate  is  faithfully  doing  his. 

But  there  remains  a  class  of  homeless,  industrious 
young  men  and  women,  who,  for  reasons  not  chargeable 
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to  any  lack  of  duty  in  themselves,  cannot  fully  meet 
their  expenses.     What  shall  be  done  with  these  ? 

The  solution  is  easily  found  by  discharging  them. 
But  this  hardly  meets  the  case.  We  may  close  our 
eyes  to  their  misfortune,  but  it  is  still  there — aggra- 
vated by  the  fact  that  we  have  educated  them — given 
them  a  trade — placed  tools  in  their  hands  to  work 
with,  and  denied  them  their  only  opportunity  of  using 
them.  The  work  is  only  half  finished ;  and  what  is 
done  may  be  useless.  Abandoned  by  the  Institution, 
no  other  workshop  is  open  to  receive  them.  They 
must  inevitably  become  paupers. 

It  is  not  sufficient,  to  say  of  such  a  one,  that  his 
struggles  for  support  will  be  the  very  means  of  deve- 
loping his  ability  and  self-reliance, — that  to  aid  him  is 
to  cripple  his  energies  and  make  a  pauper  of  him. 
This  may  be  true  to  some  extent.  But  it  would  be 
poor  comfort  for  a  drowning  man,  to  leave  him  to  his 
fate,  with  the  assurance  that  he  would  learn  to  swim 
before  he  got  through. 

Many  such  persons  are  able  to  earn  nearly  all  their 
support,  if  supplied  with  employment.  To  turn  them 
upon  the  community  is  to  quarter  them  upon  public 
or  private  charity.  As  well  expressed  by  a  distin- 
guished cotemporary,  "  they  are  like  people  wishing 
to  swim  across  a  river,  who  have  heart  and  strength 
for  three-fourths  of  the  distance,  but  not  for  the  whole. 
It  is  not  proposed  to  provide  them  a  ferry  boat,  but  to 
throw  them  a  rope  to  help  them  to  land." 

The  supply  of  a  deficiency  of  one-fourth,  whereby 
an  industrious  blind  man  may  be  enabled  to  earn  the 
other  three-fourths,  must  be  provided,  either  by  a 
direct  charitable  gift,  or  by  some  economical  system. 
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The  latter,  I  consider  to  be  preferable,  even  if  the 
other  were  available,  which  at  present  it  is  not,  in  any 
of  the  Institutions.  There  is  no  fund  applicable  to 
such  a  purpose. 

If  it  is  not  practicable,  therefore,  for  such  persons  to 
sustain  themselves,  if  discharged  from  the  shelter  of 
the  Institution,  even  though  they  be  allowed  employ- 
ment at  the  workshop,  like  other  mechanics,  their 
downward  career  is  inevitable.  It  is  one  of  debt,  pre- 
carious charities,  discouragement,  demoralization,  and 
ruin. 

The  more  skilful  workman  will  fare  better  outside, 
as  long  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Institution  to  employ 
him.  But  this  too  has  its  limits.  The  laws  of  trade, 
and  the  difficulties,  under  which  most  of  the  older 
Institutions  labor,  in  their  work  departments,  seem  to 
be  inexorable,  and  will  not  conform  themselves  to 
our  theories  or  our  desires.  The  great  difficulty  is,  to 
find  sales  for  the  manufactured  work,  sufficient  to  supply 
a  living  eynployment  to  those  obliged  to  board  outside  of 
the  Institution. 

The  question  which  has  elicited  so  much  attention, 
viz.  :  Whether  all  blind  adults  should  not  be  com- 
pelled to  board  out  from  the  Institution?  has  become, 
in  my  opinion,  not  one  of  expediency  merely,  but  of 
vital  importance,  to  many  worthy  blind  persons,  and 
to  the  real  efficiency  of  the  work  department  of  the 
Institution. 

This  will  appear  from  the  following  statement. 
The  cost  of  support  outside  of  the  Institution  is  much 
increased.  If  the  boarding  of  thirty  persons,  for  ex- 
ample, cost  sixty  dollars  a  week,  in  the  Institution,  it 
would  reach  ninety  dollars  outside.     This  difference 
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must  be  supplied  by  an  increased  amount  of  work  and 


wages. 


But  the  difficulty  would  not  consist  in  the  simple 
difference  of  the  expense  of  boarding.  The  wages 
paid  to  the  workmen  represent  only  his  labor.  The 
articles  made  by  him  have  their  increased  value  in 
the  raw  material.  In  certain  goods,  the  cost  price  is 
from  three  to  four  times  the  amount  paid  for  the 
labor.  Assuming  the  average  at  three  times,  the 
result  would  be,  that  for  every  $100  paid  for  labor, 
we  have  $300  in  the  manufactured  wares.  The  in- 
creased expense,  therefore,  of  the  compulsory  plan  of 
boarding  outside,  would  add  to  the  amount  of  manu- 
factured stock  about  $4000  yearly. 

If  an  Institution  can  readily  sell  all  it  can  make, 
this  increase  may  well  be  submitted  to.  But  this, 
unfortunately,  not  being  the  case,  it  can  only  involve 
serious  loss  and  ultimate  disaster,  both  to  the  blind 
and  the  Institution.  With  a  large,  unsaleable,  and 
accumulating  surplus  of  wares,  deteriorating  in  quality, 
it  must  end  in  a  practical  discharge  of  the  unfortu- 
nate workmen,  or  bankruptcy  of  the  Manufacturing 
Department. 

It  is  not  desirable  to  concentrate  large  numbers  of 
blind  workmen  in  or  out  of  an  Institution,  to  depend 
upon  it  for  their  employment  and  daily  subsistence. 
And  it  is  humiliating  that  questions,  which  in  an 
abstract  moral  point  of  view  admit  of  but  little  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  must  be  controlled  so  much  by  dollars 
and  cents.  But  we  must  grapple  with  the  difficulties 
as  we  find  them. 

Another  economical  advantage,  derived  from  pro- 
viding board  for  the  adult  workmen  in  an  Institution, 
is  in   the    exchanges  of  the  work    made  by  them  for 
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groceries  and  other  necessaries  used  in  the  Institution. 
Sales  may  be  thus  increased  largely. 

We  find  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  brushes  and 
brooms,  for  all  the  groceries  required  in  our  large 
household,  at  fair  prices.  We  add  thereby  several 
thousand  dollars  to  the  sales  of  our  manufactures 
annually. 

We  must  do  this,  or  fail  to  employ  a  number  of  our 
workmen.  We  prefer  to  stand  between  them  and  the 
community,  and  facilitate  these  exchanges  between 
their  labor  and  their  subsistence,  to  denying  or  dis- 
charging them  altogether.  The  community  are  bene- 
fited as  well  as  themselves. 

The  Institution  receives  no  profit  in  this  arrange- 
ment. It  probably  sustains  a  small  percentage  of  loss. 
It  certainly  does  furnish  the  gratuity  of  house  and 
shop-room,  capital  stock,  better  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience, and  it  sells  the  wares  without  commission. 

But  these  cheap  sacrifices  are  what  help  to  compen- 
sate the  blind,  in  the  unequal  contest  against  seeing 
workmen  in  large  communities.  They  produce  the 
grateful  return  of  constant  employment  at  a  moderate, 
but  living  compensation. 

This  Institution  is  in  no  sense  an  "Asylum"  for 
those  who  do  not  or  cannot  work.  Every  blind  per- 
son in  it  is  a  learner  or  producer.  There  are  no  idle 
hands,  nor  idle  hours. 

Its  "  Home"  Department  is  an  organization  of  skill 
and  industry.  It  is  composed  of  twelve  females  and 
four  males,  graduates.  They  are  boarded,  at  a  mode- 
rate charge,  and  receive  constant  employment  by  the 
Institution.  Several  of  the  females  assist  in  teaching, 
and  in  music,  and  receive  a  compensation  for  all  the 
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hours  thus  employed.  Their  example  and  good  influ- 
ence with  the  younger  pupils  are  invaluable. 

The  original  object  of  this  and  similar  Institutions, 
was  to  educate  the  blind,  and  prepare  them  for  self- 
support.  This  has  never  been  departed  from  here. 
But  while  it  will  always  adhere  to  this  wise  principle, 
it  will  not  hesitate  to  extend  its  fostering  care,  as  far 
as  it  legitimately  can,  to  those  who  have  been  its  pupils, 
and  who  are  striving  earnestly  to  support  themselves, 
who  ask  not  charity  but  employment. 

When  "adult  workmen"  are  alluded  to,  it  means 
all  in  the  work  department,  whether  in  the  "  Home" 
or  otherwise.  The  "Home"  inmates  are  graduates; 
all  others,  with  four  exceptions,  are  on  the  State  list, 
as  pupils  to  learn  handicraft,  and  for  whom  the  State 
provides  as  for  other  pupils,  but  they  are  admitted  for 
shorter  periods.  These  four  exceptions  are  men  with 
families,  who  have  spent  one  or  two  years  in  the  work- 
shops. They  board  at  home,  and  receive  employment 
from  the  Institution. 

No  Institution  can  safely  undertake  to  provide  a 
handicraft  for  adult  pupils,  and  support  them,  during 
the  one  or  two  years  they  are  learning.  As  beginners, 
they  can  not  do  much  towards  their  own  support; 
and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  each  State  should 
not  place  all  adults  who  are  capable  of  learning  a  useful 
trade,  on  the  same  footing  with  others,  leaving  the  ques- 
tion of  age,  and  time  of  continuance,  within  the  ex- 
treme term,  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Our  own  practice  is  to  receive  all  eligible  persons  of 
this  class,  at  first,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  ex- 
tend it  one  or  two  years  more  if  it  be  found  necessary. 
During  this  period  they  are  provided  for  by  the  State, 
as  younger  pupils  are. 
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Since  the  introduction  of  corn-broom  making,  our 
concern  for  the  future  of  the  adult  males  is  greatly 
diminished.  I  regard  the  introduction  of  this  simple 
business  as  the  commencement  of  a  new  and  promis- 
ing era  in  the  history  of  the  Institution,  and  calcu- 
lated, better  than  all  others,  to  give  a  practical  solution 
to  the  questions  connected  with  the  employment  and 
support  of  adults. 

It  is  a  favorite  branch  with  them.  It  can  be  ac- 
quired in  a  little  time,  and  is  especially  adapted  to 
those  admitted  for  short  terms ;  the  entire  work  can 
be  done  by  a  blind  person;  it  requires  but  small  means 
to  start  it ;  and,  what  is  perhaps  more  important  than 
all,  it  can  be  followed  in  small  country  towns ;  thus 
relieving  the  Institution  from,  the  necessity  of  providing 
employment  for  large  and  growing  numbers. 

Whatever  fears  may  be  entertained  about  the  grow- 
ing up  of  large  communities  of  blind  adults,  they  will 
find  some  relief,  it  is  hoped,  in  the  above  statement,  and 
in  the  fact  that  the  blind,  generally,  are  equally  anxious 
to  avoid  it,  if  the  opportunity  is  afforded  them.  After 
a  long  experience,  with  some  attention  to  their  indus- 
trial habits  and  capacities,  I  believe  there  is  not  a 
more  industrious  class  of  persons  in  the  community. 
They  almost  universally  regard  a  dependence  on  the 
mere  charities  of  others,  without  reference  to  their 
own  exertions,  as  the  greatest  misfortune  of  blindness. 
Shall  we  not  meet  such  a  spirit  in  the  right  way,  by 
using  every  means  to  employ  them,  or  secure  their 
employment  elsewhere  ? 

The  time  will  arrive  when  provision  should  be  made 
for  aged  and  infirm  graduates,  of  good  character,  who 
may  be  homeless,  friendless,  and  destitute.     Whether 
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such  provision  be  a  comfortable  house  for  each  sex,  or 
for  quiet  homes  in  private  families,  will  be  a  question 
of  expediency  merely.  Some  other  destiny  should  be 
looked  to  for  respectable  poor  blind  persons,  who  have 
been  once  connected  with  our  Institutions,  than  the 
charities  of  the  world. 

Its  support,  however,  should  depend  upon  the  foun- 
dation of  legacies  and  charitable  gifts,  and  in  no  way 
be  chargeable  upon  the  Institution  established  for  their 
education. 

In  view  of  the  noble  bequests  for  philanthropic 
purposes,  for  which  the  benevolent  of  this  city  have 
been  distinguished,  we  may  look  with  a  confiding  faith 
for  some  provision  of  this  kind,  which  will  be  the 
crowning  work,  in  Pennsylvania,  of  a  system  that 
educates,  employs,  and  will  finally  take  under  its 
kind  shelter,  the  really  unfortunate  blind. 

The  whole  number  of  blind  persons,  connected  with 
the  Institutions  in  the  United  States,  at  the  present 
time,  as  ascertained  on  application  to  each,  is  as  fol- 
lows : 


Institutions, 

Pupils. 

Employed,  but  boarding  out. 

1. 

Massachusetts, 

90 

24 

2. 

New  York,  . 

192 

30 

3. 

Pennsylvania, 

150 

4 

4. 

Ohio,  . 

97 

5. 

Virginia, 

.      44 

and  —  deaf  mutes.. 

6. 

Kentucky,    . 

.       60 

7. 

Tennessee,   . 

25 

8. 

Indiana, 

63 

9. 

Illinois, 

.      50 

10. 

North  Carolina,     . 

16 

and  —  deaf  mutes, 

11. 

Missouri, 

36 

12. 

Wisconsin,  . 

24 

21 


13.  Georgia, 

14.  Louisiana,    . 

20 

8 

and  52  deaf  mutes 

15.  Iowa,  . 

27 

16.  Michigan,     . 

17.  South  Carolina,     . 

15 

and  —  deaf  mutes. 

18.  Mississippi, . 

19.  Maryland,    . 

20.  District  of  Columbia,     . 

17 

21 

4 

and  12  deaf  mutes 

21.  Texas, 

8 

Total,       . 

1017 

Total,  including  adults  board- 

ing  out, . 


1075 


The  blind  are  limited  in  number,  and  bear  but  a 
small  proportion  to  the  whole  population  in  this  coun- 
try, which  proportion  does  not  vary  much  at  different 
periods. 

By  the  census  of  1850,  there  were  7997  white  blind 
persons  in  the  United  States,  being  one  in  every  2445 
of  the  population. 

In  Pennsylvania,  one  in  every  2830.  In  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  Jersey,  and  Delaware  (the  three  States 
supporting  pupils  here),  one  in  every  2658. 

In  Great  Britain  the  proportion  is  larger,  estimated 
as  one  in  1400. 

Making  a  liberal  allowance  for  the  defectiveness 
of  the  census  of  1850,  we  may  assume,  that  the  pro- 
portion of  blind  persons  in  this  State  does  not  exceed 
one  in  2500,  which  is  about  the  average  ratio  in  the 
whole  United  States. 

This  small  number  is  important,  as  showing  that 
there  is  no  practical  difficulty  in  the  management  of 
the  subject  in  this,  and  every  £>tate  in  the  Union, — 
nothing  to  prevent  the  consummation  of  a  comjprehen- 
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sire  policy,  which  shall  provide  for  the  education,  em- 
ployment, and  final  care  of  all  suitable  blind  persons. 

Omitting  the  very  young,  idiotic,  helpless,  and  aged 
blind,  the  system  would  make  active  producers  of  all 
the  others.  It  would  remove  the  disgrace  of  pauper- 
ism from  the  condition  of  every  able-bodied  blind  per- 
son, whose  only  real  disability  is  blindness. 

Whatever  may  be  the  imperfections  of  any  plan  as 
herein  suggested,  it  is  not  assuming  too  much  to  say, 
that  no  system  for  the  real  welfare  of  the  blind,  present 
and  future,  can  be  complete  without  it. 

In  a  former  report,  notice  was  made  of  a  legacy  of 
$400,  by  the  late  Miss  Sarah  Stilus,  of  this  City,  to 
purchase  Bibles  for  the  use  of  the  blind.  This  has 
been  carried  into  effect,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  this  Institution  ;  and  a  presen- 
tation of  59  copies  of  the  New  Testament,  and  70 
copies  of  the  Psalms,  has  been  made,  on  three  separate 
occasions,  by  Hon.  Samuel  Breck,  the  venerable  Presi- 
dent of  the  Institution,  with  appropriate  addresses  on 
the  value  of  the  sacred  gift.*  The  pupils  received  them 
with  joyful  and  thankful  hearts,  and  daily  read  and 
prize  them  as  their  greatest  treasure.  There  is  grati- 
fying evidence  of  the  good  effects  on  the  hearts  of  some 
of  these  pupils,  of  having  God's  Holy  Word  in  their 
own  possession,  printed  in  characters  which  they  can 
read  at  all  times.  Other  pupils  now  and  hereafter 
may  be  similarly  benefited ;  and  no  gift  or  legacy 
could  be  bestowed,  of  a  more  interesting  and  valuable 
character,  than  that  which  shall  provide  the  Holy 
Scriptures  for  the  blind. 

*  The  last  excellent    address  is  given  in  an  Appendix  to  this 
Report. 
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The  Institution  was  honored,  in  November  last,  by 
an  official  visit  from  His  Excellency,  Governor  Newell, 
of  New  Jersey,  and  friends,  to  whom  an  exhibition  of 
music  and  other  exercises  was  given.  The  Governor 
expressed  himself  much  gratified,  and  especially  with 
the  progress  of  the  pupils  from  New  Jersey,  who  are 
provided  for  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State.  Six  of 
the  graduates  from  New  Jersey  are  supporting  them- 
selves in  the  Institution,  by  teaching  and  handicraft 
employment. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  give  a  plain  and  practical 
statement  of  our  condition  and  progress ;  and  espe- 
cially a  careful  examination  of  the  principles  on  which 
the  policy  of  our  Institution  is,  and  may  be  safely  con- 
ducted, in  the  treatment  of  the  most  important  of  all 
problems  now  connected  with  the  Blind, — their  real 
future  welfare. 

With  a  faithful  reliance  on  the  Divine  Being,  the 
whole  subject  is  submitted  to  your  Honorable  Board, 
to  whose  wise  and  disinterested  counsels,  the  great 
usefulness  and  success  of  this  Institution  are,  under 
Providence,  pre-eminently  indebted. 

WILLIAM  CHAPIN, 

Principal. 
January  1,  1858. 


APPENDIX. 


STATEMENTS  EXHIBITING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 
MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

ARTICLES    MADE    IN    THE    INSTITUTION    IN  1857. 


BY   MALE    PUPILS   AND    WORKMEN. 

19,063  Hand  Scrubs, 
4,570  Hair  Brushes, 
2,057  Dusting 
1,807  Horse 
1,614  Shoe 
1,409  Wall 
1,211  Clamps 
1,139  Window 

762  Cloth 

375  Hat 

240  Stove 

329  Crumb,  Bath,  and  other  Brushes. 


34,576  Brushes, 
11,053  Corn  Brooms, 

252  Whisks, 
2,815  Yards  of  Carpet  woven, 
251  Door  Mats, 
30  Mattresses  made  or  repaired. 
Value, 


),885  31 


BY    FEMALE    PUPILS. 


4,910  Articles  of  Bead  work, 
49  Tidies, 
198  Purses,  Lamp  Mats,  &c, 
Sewing  for  the  House. 
Value, 

Total  Value, 


$1,266  80 


11,152  11 
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MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

DR. 

To  Value   of  finished   and  unfinished  goods   on   hand, 
January  1,  1857,      ...... 

u    Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  same  date, 
"    Cost  of  material,  finishing,  &c,  in  1857, 

Rent  of  store, 325  00 

Less,  received  in  rent,       .         .         .         36  67 


a 


u    Salary  and   commissions  of  salesman,  boy's  wages, 
porterage,  &c,  ...... 

it    Overwork  paid  to  pupils  and  inmates  of  "  the  Home," 

(including  board),  . 

u    Amount  exchanged  in  trade,  to  complete  assortments 


£2,872 

77 

1,402 

09 

7,723 

00 

288 

33 

685 

50 

2,620 

65 

379 

70 

$15,972  04 
Balance  in  favor  of  the  manufacturing  department,  102  35 


$16,074  39 
CR. 

By  Amount  of  sales  in  1857,  viz.  : 

At  the  Institution,  .         .         .     $4,445  12 

At  the  store,  No.  11  South  8th  Street,     6,721  01 

$11,166  13 

"   Value  of  finished  goods  on  hand,  Jan.  1, 1858,         .       3,643  03 
"    Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1858,  .       1,115  23 

"    Mattresses  and  other  articles  made  by  Pupils  for  the 

house, 150  00 


$16,074  39 


ADDRESS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 


To  the  Pupils  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction 
of  the  Blind,  at  the  time  of  distributing  the  New  Testament  and 
Book  of  Psalms,  bequeathed  by  the  late  Miss  S.  Stille,  December 
14,  1857. 

My  dear  Friends, — The  Principal,  Mr.  Chapin,  is  prepared  to 
deliver,  for  the  use  of  certain  pupils,  whose  turn  it  is  to  receive  the 
gift,  the  third  and  last  portion  of  the  Book  of  Psalms  and  the  New 
Testament,  which  have  been  procured  by  the  legacy  of  the  late  good 
and  pious  Sarah  Stille. 

Having  addressed  you  when  the  distribution  of  the  two  former  por- 
tions was  made,  which  was  some  months  ago,  I  ma}^  take  it  for 
granted,  that  many  of  you  have  by  this  time  profited  sufficiently  by 
the  perusal  and  attentive  study  of  the  books  you  then  received,  to 
understand  the  brief  allusion  I  am  about  to  make,  to  those  divinely 
inspired  volumes.  And  I  may  repeat  as  a  preface  to  my  remarks, 
that  we  are  all  of  us,  who  are  any  way  connected  with  this  Institution, 
or  seek  elsewhere  to  alleviate  the  affliction  of  blindness,  bound  to 
reverence  the  memory  of  the  late  devout  and  regardful  donor,  for  an 
act  of  judicious  benevolence,  which  will  adorn  her  grave,  as  a  trophy 
and  a  record  ;  and  fill  our  hearts,  the  hearts  of  the  humble  objects 
of  her  bounty,  with  a  cordial  desire  to  profit  by  it. 

The  Psalms,  you  may  remember,  were  spoken  of,  in  my  allusion  to 
them,  as  the  production,  in  a  great  measure,  of  King  David.  They 
show,  in  a  strain  of  imploring  earnestness,  and  humble  solicitation, 
the  loftiest  flights  of  poetic  beauty,  and  furnish  the  finest  samples 
of  a  penitent  heart,  overcome  with  contrition  and  remorse,  petitioning 
for  heavenly  mercy. 

"  Because  of  thine  indignation/'  cries  David,  "  and  of  thy  wrath,  I 
have  eaten  ashes  like  bread,  and  mingled  my  drink  with  weeping. 
My  days  are  consumed  like  smoke;  my  heart  is  smitten  and  withered 
like  grass. 
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"  Hear  my  prayer,  0  Lord,  and  let  my  cry  come  unto  thee." 

His  songs  of  joy  and  of  grief  were  accompanied  by  instruments  of 
music.  He  was,  indeed,  a  distinguished  minstrel,  and  had  in  charge 
the  Temple  music.  He  appointed  the  singers  and  musicians,  and 
infused  a  love  of  harmony  into  the  hearts  of  his  children,  particularly 
his  son  Solomon,  who  wrote  one  thousand  and  five  songs.  Psalmody, 
which  is  the  art  of  singing  sacred  songs,  was  undoubtedly  practised  by 
this  prolific  writer,  who  was,  moreover  a  writer  of  psalms  as  well  as 
songs. 

Look  up  then  to  David,  my  young  friends,  as  a  pattern  and  ancient 
patron  of  the  Hebrew  school  of  music.  Look,  through  the  medium 
of  the  sacred  work,  which  you  are  now  assembled  to  receive,  for  verse 
and  song  suited  to  elevate  in  holiness  and  sanctity  the  pure  and 
pious,  and  warn  by  threats  of  malediction,  the  trifling  scoffer,  or  the 
hardened  reprobate. 

To  you,  especially,  who  are  members  of  our  orchestra,  and  to  those 
who  cultivate  vocal  music,  I  may  look  for  diligent  students  of  the  Book 
of  Psalms.  You,  who  derive  so  much  pleasure  from  music ;  you,  to 
whom  an  aptitude  to  learn  minstrelsy  has  been  given  by  a  kind  Pro- 
vidence, to  console  you  for  the  sad  bereavement  under  which  you 
labor;  what  would  you  do  without  music  ?  What  a  doleful  blank,  in 
your  course  of  instruction,  would  the  absence  of  music  create  ! 

As  choristers  at  our  weekly  Exhibitions,  you  exercise  your  voices  in 
sacred  music,  chiefly  taken  from  the  Psalms  of  David. 

"  Sing  we  merrily  unto  God  our  strength  ;  make  a  cheerful  noise 
unto  the  God  of  Jacob.  Take  the  psalm,  bring  hither  the  tabret,  the 
merry  harp,  and  the  lute.  Blow  upon  the  trumpet  in  the  new  moon 
and  upon  our  solemn  feast  days."  But  the  Jews  could  not  always 
attune  their  music  to  holiday  merriment.  Captivity  caused  sadness 
and  a  cessation  of  their  minstrelsy;  they  lament  this  loss  in  tender 
and  most  touching  language. 

"  We  hanged  our  harps  upon  the  willows.  They  carried  us  away 
captive  and  required  of  us  a  song ;  and  they  that  wasted  us,  required 
of  us  mirth  ;  saying,  Sing  us  one  of  the  songs  of  Zion.  But  how 
could  we  sing  the  Lord's  song  in  a  strange  land  V 

To  you,  the  loss  of  music  would  be  a  cause  of  serious  lamentation; 
and  even  to  me,  and  to  the  large  company,  numbering  some  days 
more  than  seven  hundred,  and  commonly  not  fewer  than  four  hun- 
dred, how  great  would  our  privation  be  !  we,  who  delight  to  attend 
your  periodical  concerts,  so  skilfully  directed  by  your  able  teacher,  and 
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creditably  executed  by  the  brilliant  talent  you  have  acquired  under 
him. 

The  Psalms  are  in  general  lyric  poems,  in  the  form  of  prayer ; 
prayer,  full  of  the  deepest  trust  in  God,  whether  it  be  in  the  language 
of  complaint,  the  cries  of  grief,  or  thanks  for  consolation  and  relief. 

Most  of  the  Psalms  are  of  a  pure  religious  tone,  and  are  amongst 
the  highest  and  sublimest  efforts  of  poetry.  The  belief,  the  divine 
inspiration  of  belief  in  the  eternal  and  true  God,  spreads  over  them 
stateliness,  grandeur,  and  imperishable  glory.  They  originated  in  the 
Holy  Land,  and  had  their  growth  exclusively  in  it.  They  abound  in 
expressions  of  filial  love,  of  joyful  confidence,  encouragement,  and  con- 
solation :  giving  evidence  of  humility  and  patience,  well  adapted  to 
the  sacred  song  of  Christians.  They  are,  in  short,  a  complete  manual 
of  devotional  exercises  ;  affording  a  comfortable  remedy  for  the  tran- 
sient grief  of  the  spirit  or  deep-seated  disease  of  the  soul. 

Besides  the  Book  of  Psalms  there  will  be  given  to-day  to  those 
pupils  who  have  been  appointed  to  receive  them,  twenty  copies  of 
the  New  Testament,  in  two  large  quarto  volumes  each. 

The  New  Testament,  written  by  inspiration,  according  to  Christ's 
promise,  under  the  direction  of  the  Spirit,  consists  of  teachings  based 
upon  mutual  love. 

Love  first,  love  pre-eminently  thy  God.  And  next,  love  thy  neigh- 
bor as  thyself.  Love  thy  neighbor,  so  as  to  do  unto  him,  as  you  would 
wish  him  to  do  unto  you. 

Cberish  these  golden  maxims;  rely  upon  the  blessed  Jesus  as  your 
mediator,  friend,  and  Saviour,  and  you  will  all  be  good  Christians. 

Exhorting  you ;  earnestly  counselling  you  to  seek  amendment  and 
comfort  in  these  holy  volumes,  I  conclude  with  the  assurance  of  my 
affectionate  regards  and  ardent  good  wishes  for  your  happiness  and 
future  welfare. 

SAMUEL  BKECK, 

President. 
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LIST    OF    PUPILS. 


FROM   PENNSYLVANIA. 


MALES. 


NAMES. 

Armstrong,  Bobt.  B., 
Bixler,  Chas.  C, 
Baker,  William, 
Bennett,  Wm.  H., 
Bennett,  Charles, 
Bellows,  John  C, 
Cummings,  Alex., 
Conrad,  Wm.  H., 
Dunn,  William, 
Derringer,  John, 
Ford,  Michael, 
Greenman,  Geo.  W., 
Griffiths,  David, 
Gunton,  John  S., 
Henry,  John, 
Irwin,  George  W., 
Karrigan,  Ambrose, 
Kerr,  Samuel, 
Klotz,  Henry, 
Kneass,  Napoleon  B., 
Lynch,  Berriah  M., 
Morton,  Sylvester, 
Maugin,  Lawrence, 
McVey,  William, 
Nece,  Clark  D., 
Ousterhout,  Wm., 
Owen,  John, 
Owen,  John, 
Palmer,  Clark, 
Pitcher,  James  H., 
Pontefract,  Edward, 


COUNTIES. 

Clinton. 

Northampton. 

Philadelphia. 

Susquehanna. 

a. 

Butler. 

Westmoreland. 

Somerset. 

Philadelphia. 

a 

a 

a 

Schuylkill. 

Luzerne. 

Northumberland. 

Lancaster. 

Schuylkill. 

Bucks. 

Carbon. 

Philadelphia. 

Mercer. 

Montgomery. 

Huntingdon. 

Philadelphia. 

Erie. 

Susquehanna. 

Philadelphia. 

Alleghany. 

Bradford. 

Philadelphia. 

Beaver. 
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NAMES. 

Pollock,  John, 
Kighter,  John  E., 
Snider,  Geo.  W., 
Stahlnecker,  Wm.  H., 
Smith,  Augustus  C, 
Smith,  Joseph, 
Travis,  Geo.  L., 
Weaver,  Peter, 
Witeher,  Barnabas, 
Williams,  Michael, 
Wolverton,  Thomas, 
York,  William, 


COUNTIES. 

Philadelphia. 

Montgomery. 

Franklin. 

Lehigh. 

Philadelphia. 

York. 

Bradford. 

Blair. 

Huntingdon. 

Franklin. 

Philadelphia. 


FEMALES, 

Beatty,  Anna, 
Benoit,  Pauline, 
Basso,  Emma, 
Bennett,  Emily, 
Balles,  Bosana, 
Boyer,  Emma, 
Clarke,  Ann  Amelia, 
Clarke,  Catharine, 
Campbell,  Hannah, 
Coulton,  Jane  E., 
Drinkwater,  Hester  A., 
Doherty,  Eliza, 
D'Ouville,  Celoza, 
Good,  Mary, 
Greenwalt,  Mary, 
Gardner,  Virginia, 
Graves,  Rosabella, 
Haslem,  Ellen, 
Hogg,  Hannah, 
Kibby,  Mary  A.  L., 
Lafore,  Lisette, 
McCulloch,  Isabella, 
Maloy,  Annie, 
Marshall,  Margaret, 


Philadelphia. 


Susquehanna. 

Philadelphia. 

Berks. 

Jefferson . 

Philadelphia. 

Franklin. 

Philadelphia. 

Bradford. 

Philadelphia. 

a 
a 

ii 

a 

Alleghany. 

Philadelphia. 
a 

a 

it 

a 

Bucks. 
Indiana. 


NAMES. 

COUNTIES. 

Martin,  Bridget, 

Bucks. 

Osborne,  Eliza, 

Philadelphia. 

Pitner,  Martha  T., 

Northumberland 

Pettit,  Elizabeth, 

Lycoming. 

Puterbaugh,  Susan, 

Luzerne. 

Quinlivin,  Mary, 

Alleghany. 

Quinlivin,  Margaret, 

(t 

Roberts,  Emeline, 

Philadelphia. 

Smith,  A.  Almina, 

Erie. 

Starrett,  Elizabeth, 

Philadelphia. 

Shale,  Margaret  Ellen, 

Lycoming. 

Shale,  Sarah, 

u 

Squire,  Mary  Ann, 

Bradford. 

Stark,  Eliza  M., 

Philadelphia. 

Smith,  E.  Eleanor, 

York. 

Smart,  Emma, 

Philadelphia, 

Wills,  Rebecca, 

Montgomery. 

Winslow,  Mary  Lydia, 

Philadelphia. 

White,  Emma  E., 
Williams,  Elizabeth, 


Luzerne. 


FROM    MARYLAND. 

Talbert,  Margaret  A.,  Washington. 

Wulf,  John  G\,  Baltimore. 

Maryott,  Edward,  Ann  Arundel. 

FROM   NEW   JERSEY. 

Grarton,  N.  B.  (a  blind  mute),  Cumberland. 

Hall,  Euphemia  M.,  Mercer. 

Smith,  Mary  E.,  Hunterdon. 

Sayres,  Wm.  H.,  Essex. 

Coseboone,  Sarah,  Atlantic. 

FROM   DELAWARE. 

Hollings worth,  Joseph  F.,  New  Castle. 
Reybold,  George,  " 

Reybold,  John,  " 

Reybold,  Elizabeth,  " 

Jefferson,  Joshua,  Sussex. 

Smith,  John,  New  Castle 
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FROM    ALL   OTHER   PLACES. 


NAMES. 

PLACES. 

Turner,  Emma, 

Texas. 

McHenry,  James  Noel, 

Greene  County,  Ga. 

Raynor,  Penelope, 

Georgia. 

Farley,  Ellen, 

Washington,  D.  C 

ASSISTANTS. 

McMillen,  William, 

Hankins,  Matilda, 

Mallett,  Mary  Ann, 

# 

Hildreth,  Hannah, 

Gill,  Maria, 

Brown,  J.  Calvin, 

Fennimore,  Eliz.  A., 

Lynch,  Sarah, 

Wheaton, 

Robert 

IN   THE 

HOME. 

Besant,  Peter, 

Gutzlaff,  Fanny, 

Cruser,  Matilda, 

Kinney,  Michael, 

Cruser,  Catharine, 

Lawrence,  R.  Louisa, 

Cormany,  Maria, 

McCloskey,  James, 

Carolin,  Thomas, 

Pfahler,  Catharine, 

Donelly,  Mary, 

Raney,  Rebecca, 

Fithian,  Annie, 

Wilson,  Elizabeth  A. 

ADULTS   IN   THE   WORK   DEPARTMENT. 

FROM  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Baker,  8.  C,  Hamilton,  James, 

Coyle,  James,  Horen,  Edward, 

Crilly,  Michael,  Morgan,  John, 

Driseol,  Eugene,  McManus,  Wm., 

Dewson,  Henry,  McCurdy,  Wm., 

Engles,  John  P.,  Nichols,  John, 

Folwell,  James  M.,  Rice,  Alexander  G., 

Flannegan,  James,  Robson,  John, 

Grippen,  Thomas,  Selkirk,  John  G., 

Gilmore,  William,  Wall,  Matthew. 


ot) 


RECAPITULATION. 

Males.     Females.       Total. 


ota 

1  from  Pennsylvania, 

70 

52 

122 

a 

"     New  Jersey, 

2 

9 

11 

11 

"      Maryland, 

2 

4 

6 

a 

"      Delaware, 

5 

1 

6 

a 

"      All  other  places, 

1 

4 

5 

Total,  80        70         150 
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TERMS 


FOR   THE   ADMISSION    OF   PUPILS. 


Pay  pupils  are  charged  two  hundred  dollars  a  year,  which  includes 
hoard,  instruction,  and  medical  attendance. 

Blind  children,  in  indigent  circumstances,  from  the  States  of  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  are  provided  for  by  those  States, 
respectively,  for  the  term  of  five  to  eight  years. 

The  most  suitable  time  for  admission  is  between  the  ages  of  nine 
and  fifteen  years.  Pupils  are  not  usually  received  under  nine,  nor 
over  seventeen  years  of  age,  except, for  ss  more  limited  period,  to  learn 
some  useful  handicraft. 

Applications  may  be  addressed  to  Franklin  Peale,  Esq.,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Admission  and  Discharge,  or  to  the  Principal. 

Vacation  continues  two  months — from  1st  July  to  1st  September. 
Pupils  should  commence  with  the  term  in  September  if  possible. 


FORM  OF  A  LEGACY. 

^Thereby  give  and  bequeath  to  "  The  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  in  Philadelphia,  and  their 
successors  forever  (if  real  estate),  all  that,  &c. ;  (if  personal),  the  sum 
of,  &c. 
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TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  Institution  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  Twentieth  and  Race 
Streets,  and  is  convenient  of  access  by  several  lines  of  omnibuses, 
viz.,  the  Vine,  Arch,  Walnut,  and  Chestnut  and  Sixteenth  Street 
lines. 

The  Institution  is  open  to  visitors  every  Wednesday  Afternoon, 
from  3  to  5  o'clock.  An  opportunity  is  afforded  from  3  to  4  to  ex- 
amine the  work-rooms ;  and  at  4  o'clock  an  exhibition  is  given — con- 
sisting of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  exercises  with  the  appa- 
ratus used  in  the  instruction  of  the  pupils. 

Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  accommodating  the  large  crowds  that 
attend  these  exhibitions,  when  free,  a  small  admission  fee  is  charged 
at  the  door.  The  fund  thus  collected  is  appropriated  in  outfits  to 
graduate  pupils,  on  leaving  the  Institution. 

Fancy  articles  and  brushes  are  offered  for  sale,  before  and  after  the 
exhibition,  in  the  female  pupils'  work-rooms. 

The  Store  of  the  Institution  is  at  No.  11  South  Eighth  Street, 
four  doors  below  Market,  for  the  sale  of  goods  manufactured  by  the 
pupils  and  blind  workmen  •  where  Corn  Brooms,  Hair  Brushes,  Cloth, 
Hat,  Shoe,  and  Horse  Brushes,  Hand-Scrubs,  Door-mats,  of  coir, 
manilla,  and  jute;  and  Bag  Carpet,  all  made  of  the  best  materials, 
are  furnished,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  the  lowest  market  prices. 

Grocers  and  other  dealers  are  particularly  invited  to  examine  the 
above  articles.     Exchanges  will  be  made  for  groceries  at  cash  prices. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


MANAGERS 


PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 


INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  CORPORATORS, 


At  their  Annual  Meeting;  February  7th,  1859, 


PHILADELPHIA: 

JOHN  C.  CLARK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  68  DOCK  STREET. 

1859. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CORPORATORS, 


ANNUAL  MEETING,  FEBRUARY  7,  1859. 


The  Twenty-Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Contributors  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  was  held 
at  the  Institution,  on  Monday  afternoon,  February  7th,  1859. 

A.  Gr.  Waterman  in  the  Chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  to  the  Contributors 
was  read,  with  the  accompanying  documents;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
J.  C.  Cresson, 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  be  accepted,  and,  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Managers  this  day  to  be  elected,  with 
instructions  to  cause  such  portion  of  the  same  to  be  printed  as  they  shall 
see  proper. 

The  Meeting  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Isaac  Elliott,  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  Officers  and  Managers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Edward  Townsend  and  Mr.  T.  S.  Wiegand  were  appointed 
tellers. 

The  Tellers  reported  that  the  following-named  gentlemen  were 
elected,  and  they  were  thereupon  declared  Officers  and  Managers  of 
the  Institution  for  the  ensuing  year : 


PATRON. 

HON.  WM.  F.  PACKER. 

GOVERNOR  OF  THE   STATE. 
PRESIDENT. 

SAMUEL  BRECK. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

A.  G.  WATERMAN, 
J.  FRANCIS  FISHER, 
FRANKLIN  PEALE, 
THOMAS  S.  KIRKBRIDE,  M.D. 

\ 

CORRESPONDING    SECRETARY. 

JOHN  C.  CRESSON. 

RECORDING    SECRETARY. 

THEODORE  CUYLER. 

TREASURER. 

ROBERT  PATTERSON. 

CONSULTING   PHYSICIAN. 

CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.D. 

CONSULTING    SURGEON. 

WM.  BYRD  PAGE,  M.D. 

MANAGERS. 
ROBLEY    DUNGLISON,    M.D.,  PlERCE    BUTLER, 

Alfred  L.  Elwyn,  M.D.,  James  Dundas, 

A.  V.  Parsons,  John  Wiegand, 

Wm.  R.  Lejee,  Napoleon  B.  Kneass, 

Isaac  Elliott,  William  Camac, 

Morris  Patterson,  Jas.  S.  Biddle, 

Thomas  C.  James,  Edward  Townsend. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  were  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J. 

C.  Cresson,  adopted. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

THOS.  S.  WIEGAND, 

Secretary  pro  tem. 

A.  G.  WATERMAN, 

Chairman. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


FINANCE. 


William  R.  Lejee;  Pierce  Butler, 

Isaac  Elliott,  James  Dundas. 


INSTRUCTION. 


Robley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  A.  L.  Elwyn,  M.D., 

J.  Francis  Fisher,  John  C.  Cresson, 

William  Camac. 


HOUSEHOLD. 

A.  Gr.  Waterman,  Morris  Patterson, 

T.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.D.,  Napoleon  B.  Kneass, 

John  Wiegand. 

ADMISSION    AND    DISCHARGE. 

Franklin  Peale,  A.  V.  Parsons, 

James  S.  Biddle. 

* 

HOME. 


Thomas  C.  James,  A.  Gr.  Waterman 

Franklin  Peale,  John  C.  Cresson, 

Edward  Townsend. 


FEMALE    VISITORS. 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Kane,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Elwyn, 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Waterman,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Cresson, 

Mrs.  F.  Peale,  Mrs.  Butler. 


6 
OFFICEKS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

PRINCIPAL. 

William  Chapin. 

PRINCIPAL    TEACHERS. 

Joseph  Fleming,  Mary  E.  Woodward. 

ASSISTANT    TEACHERS. 

Elizabeth  A.  Fennimore,  Sarah  Lynch, 

Sarah  J.  McIntire. 

TEACHER    OF    MUSIC. 

Ernest  Pfeiffer. 

ASSISTANTS. 

Ambrose  Karrigan,  Peter  Weaver, 

Maria  Gill. 

PREFECT. 

William  L.  Humphreys. 

MASTER    OF    HANDICRAFT. 

Edwin  T.  McIntyre. 

ASSISTANT. 

William  McMillen. 

TEACHER    OF    BROOM-MAKING. 

C.  H.  Shaw. 

MISTRESS    OF    HANDICRAFT. 

Leah  Ann  Sharpless. 

MATRON. 

Mrs.  Eliza  White. 

ASSISTANT   MATRON. 

Rebecca  Collins. 

SALESMAN. 

Charles  Kelly. 

VISITING   PHYSICIAN. 

A.  E.  Stocker;  M.D. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Managers  submit  their  Twenty-Sixth  Annual 
Report.  They  present  it  to  the  contributors,  chiefly 
in  the  form  and  substance  of  the  yearly  communication 
of  the  Principal.  His  statement  of  the  present  condi- 
tion and  future  wants  of  the  Institution  explains  im- 
portant circumstances  connected  therewith ;  and  they 
lay  it  before  the  corporators  and  the  public  for  their 
consideration. 

During  the  existence  of  this  Institution,  now  about 
twenty-five  years  old,  many  pupils  have  been  trained 
here — from  the  tender  age  of  childhood  to  that  of  ma- 
turity. After  the  term  of  their  residence  as  scholars 
had  expired,  all  those  who  were  unable  to  provide  for 
themselves  in  the  world  received  the  continued  guar- 
dianship of  the  Managers.  They  had  been  educated 
under  their  supervision ;  they  had  been  furnished  with 
the  means  of  mental  activity ;  they  had  been  raised, 
intellectually,    to   a   level  of  the  educated  who    are 
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blessed  with  sight.  They  were  anxious  to  labor  for 
their  support,  and  needed  only  the  protecting  care  of 
the  Institution  and  kind  superintendence  of  its  officers, 
to  realize  their  expectations.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  Board  of  Managers  established  a  new  de- 
partment, which  was  called  "The  Home;"  and  was 
intended  to  shelter  and  give  occupation  to  those  adults 
who  had  graduated  with  honor.  This  plan  has  been 
in  successful  operation  for  several  years.  But  its  in- 
mates have  hitherto  had  youth  and  health  for  their 
portion.  Not  one  is,  perhaps,  beyond  thirty  years  of 
age.  They  are  all,  indeed,  in  the  bloom  of  youth, 
"but  every  setting  sun  will  find  them  older."  Health 
may  accompany  them,  even  unto  old  age  ;  but  youth — 
the  strength  of  youth  will  get  less  and  less,  and  finally 
depart. 

A  deficiency  in  their  earnings  will  follow  the  ad- 
vance of  years.  To  supply  that  deficiency  is  a  matter 
of  anxiety,  and  may  not  inappropriately  be,  even  now, 
the  subject  of  an  appeal  to  the  public.  Our  desire  is 
to  obtain  a  capital  that  shall  produce  six  thousand 
dollars  a  year.  Already  a  beginning  has  been  made. 
The  late  Thomas  P.  Cope  gave  for  that  fund,  before 
his  death,  five  hundred  dollars.  His  example  has  been 
followed  by  others ;  and  the  Board  of  Managers  has 
appropriated  the  amount  received  for  legacies,  be- 
queathed since  the  establishment  of  the  "  Home,"  to 
the  same  fund. 


We  are  thus  preparing  for  the  future  welfare  of 
those  whose  lives  may  be  spared  by  Providence  until 
the  weakness  and  infirmity  of  old  age  overtake  them. 
We  respectfully,  therefore,  invite  posthumous  gifts 
from  the  benevolent.  Remember  the  poor  bereft  blind, 
in  a  spirit  of  pious  and  generous  charity,  in  your 
testamentary  bequests ;  give  to  "  The  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  in  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  use  of  the  "Home"  in  that  Institu- 
tion, such  sums  as  your  compassionating  hearts  may 
dictate.  These  gifts  will  come  in  slowly,  yet  in  good 
time  for  our  wants.  They  will  be  applied  to  their  use 
only  when  the  donor  is  receiving  his  reward  in 
heaven. 

The  Report  of  the  Principal  will  show  the  happy 
state  of  our  large  school,  now  numbering  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  individuals.  No  death  has  occurred 
under  our  roof  during  the  past  year.  Good  health  has 
generally  prevailed,  together  with  industry,  content- 
ment, and  correct  behavior. 

Since  the  last  Report,  however,  was  issued,  the 
Institution  has  been  deprived,  by  death,  of  the  valu- 
able services  of  its  honored  senior  vice-president,  Judge 
John  K.  Kane ;  whose  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  blind  was  unbounded ;  and  whose  loss  is  deplored 
by  every  one  connected  Avith  the  Institution.  As  a 
feeble  tribute  to  his  rare  worth,  heartfelt  resolutions 
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were  passed   by   the   Board ;   and  they  have  directed 
that  a  "  minute,"  prepared  by  a  member  of  the  Board, 
should  be  appended  to  this  Report. 
On  behalf  of  the  Managers, 

SAMUEL  BEECK, 

President. 


A  BRIEF  MEMORIAL 

OF   THE   LATE 

JUDGE  JOHN  K  KANE, 

SENIOR  VICE-PRESIDKNT   OF   THE   PENNSYLVANIA   INSTITUTION   FOR   THE 
INSTRUCTION   OF   THE   BLIM5. 

PREPARED,    BY    DESIRE    OF    THE    BOARD    OF    MANAGERS,    BY   ROBLEY 
DUNGLISON,    M.D.,    A    MEMBER    OF    THE    BOARD. 

Their  late  distinguished  vice-president — John  K.  Kane — 
from  the  very  first,  took  profound  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind ;  but 
it  was  not  until  the  Fifth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Managers,  held  on  the  6th  of  March,  1837,  in  the  hall  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society,  that  he  was  elected  into  the 
Board.  From  the  moment  of  his  admission  he  became  one  of 
its  most  active,  energetic,  and  able  members.  The  first  motion, 
made  by  him  on  the  6th  of  June,  was  to  determine  what  mea- 
sures should  be  adopted  to  testify  the  respect  of  the  Board  for 
Mr.  Birch,  a  great  benefactor  of  the  Institution,  who  had 
recently  died  j  and  the  result  was  the  tablet  erected  to  his 
memory  in  the  exhibition-room,  and  the  purchase  of  the  burial- 
lot  at  Laurel  Hill.  On  the  3d  of  July,  following,  the  first 
Committee  of  Instruction  was  appointed,  of  which  he  was  a 
member ;  as  he  subsequently  was  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
the  Committee  of  Admission  and  Discharge,  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  and,  lastly,  of  the  present  Committee  of  Instruction, 
of  which  he  still  formed  part  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  In 
the  year  1847,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  vice-presidents; 
and,  on  the  resignation,  by  Dr.  Robert  M.  Patterson,  of  the 
office  of  vice-president,  in  1854,  became  senior  vice-president. 

In  addition  to  the  various  official  positions  which  he  occupied 
in  the  Institution,  he  usually  formed  an  important  part  of  com- 
mittees on  special  subjects;  and,  when  it  became  necessary  to 
enlarge  the  Institution,  he  was,  on  the  20th  of  January,  1842, 
made  chairman  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  remodelling  the  whole  j  and  on  the  14th  of  February,  an 
organization,  on  a  more  extensive  scale,  was  recommended  by 
the  committee,  in  conformity  with  a  general  plan  suggested  by 
the  Board,  the  details  of  which  were  left  subject  to  modification 
by  the  committee.  The  Board,  at  the  same  time,  resolved, 
that  it  was  expedient  to  erect  a  "  Birch  Retreat,"  and  that  the 


same  committee  should  be  charged  with  its  organization.    This 
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"  Retreat"  was  designed  for  those  pupils  whose  terms  had 
expired,  and  was  the  prototype  of  the  present  "  Home."  On 
the  21st  of  April,  1842,  the  Committee  of  Organization  reported 
a  system  of  general  arrangement  and  management,  with  a  series 
of  revised  by-laws,  such  as  exist  essentially  at  the  present  day. 
The  last  meeting  of  the  Board  at  which  he  appeared,  was  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1858. 

A  reference  to  the  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Managers  ex- 
hibits the  many  important  proceedings  of  the  Board,  in  which 
Judge  Kane  was  personally  engaged  for  the  promotion  of  an 
institution  for  which  he  felt  so  profound  and  abiding  an  inte- 
rest; and  }ret  none  but  those  with  whom  he  was  associated 
can  know  how  zealously  and  ably  he  co-operated  with  them. 
There  was  not,  it  may  be  safely  affirmed,  a  single  question  of 
magnitude  in  which  he  did  not  participate,  and  on  which  his 
cultivated  intellect  did  not  shed  light,  and  facilitate  a  satisfac- 
tory determination.  Although  absorbed  in  matters  of  the 
greatest  moment,  first  in  the  active  exercise  of  his  profession 
as  an  advocate,  and  afterwards  in  the  elevated  and  responsible 
position  of  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States, 
he  was  generally  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board ;  and  it 
may  be  said  with  truth,  that  the  presence  of  no  member  was 
hailed  with  more  satisfaction.  At  all  times,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, courteous,  gallant,  and  conciliating,  he  was  as  open 
as  he  was  fearless  in  the  exposition  of  his  views ;  ever  solicitous 
to  avoid  giving  pain,  and  never  permitting  himself  to  be  unduly 
ruffled  at  the  honestly-entertained  and  frankly-expressed  con- 
victions of  others.  The  Board  have,  indeed,  lost  in  him  an 
able,  energetic,  conscientious,  and  exemplary  associate;  the  blind, 
one  who  could  not  be  surpassed  in  intensity  of  devotion  to  their 
best  interests ;  and  it  is  to  commemorate  the  sad  bereavement, 
which  every  one  connected  with  the  Institution  has  sustained  by 
his  death,  that  the  Board  of  Managers  have  directed  this  brief 
memorial  to  be  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  Institution. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  held  on  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1858,  it  was  resolved,  that  a  copy  of  the  above  memorial  be 
appended  to  the  next  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and 
that  it  be  printed  in  raised  characters  for  distribution  among  the 
pupils  of  the  Institution. 


REPORT   OF   THE   PRINCIPAL. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
"  condition,  progress,  and  prospects"  of  the  Institution. 

The  number  of  pupils,  including  those  connected 
with  the  manufacturing  department,  at  the  present  time 
(Jan.  1,  1859),  is  one  hundred  and  fifty-two. 


On  the  1st  January,  1858,  there  were, 
Discharged  or  left  during  the  year,  . 
Died,    ...... 

Received  during  the  year, 


Remaining, 


Of  this  number  there  are 


150 

17 
none 

19 
152 


From  Pennsylvania, 
"     New  Jersey, 
"     Delaware, 
"     Maryland,     . 
"     All  other  places, 


Total, 


122 

14 

5 

5 
6 

152 


Of  these,  twenty-four  contribute  in  part  to  their  own 
support,  as  assistant  teachers  or  by  their  own  industry, 
and  twelve  are  pay  pupils  in  full  or  in  part,  including 
five  day  scholars. 
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The  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  unusually  good ; 
no  death  has  occurred  during  the  year.  The  number  of 
pupils  is  larger  than  at  any  former  period.  The  house 
is  entirely  filled,  including  also  the  building  for  adult 
workmen  on  Twentieth  Street ;  and  for  the  first  time 
since  the  foundation  of  the  Institution,  the  applications 
for  admission  are  more  than  we  are  able  to  accommodate. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  teachers  and 
officers  have  discharged  their  duties  with  ability  and 
faithfulness. 

The  past  year  has  been  attended  with  the  usual  good 
results.  Every  department  has  been  in  successful  ope- 
ration. 

Our  course  of  instruction  is  the  same  as  that  hitherto 
pursued.  The  following  subjects  have  been  taught 
during  the  year :  Orthography,  with  definitions,  Ety- 
mology, Geography,  with  maps  and  globe,  Heading, 
Grammar,  Arithmetic,  mental  and  slate,  History  of  the 
United  States,  Home,  France,  General  History,  Physio- 
logy, Writing  and  Pin-type,  Natural  History,  Philoso- 
phy of  Natural  History,  Paley's  Evidences,  Moral  Phi- 
losophy, Natural  Philosophy, "  Useful  Knowledge,"  and 
Algebra.  In  addition,  there  were  several  classes  weekly 
of  general  literature  and  miscellaneous  reading. 

A  public  examination  was  held  at  the  close  of  the 
last  term,  embracing  nearly  all  the  above  subjects,  in 
which  forty  classes  were  reviewed.  It  exhibited  a  large 
amount  of  knowledge  imparted,  and  commendable  dili- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 

There  are  employed  at  the  present  time,  fourteen 
blind  instructors  in  the  school,  music,  and  work  de- 
partments ;  eight  of  whom  receive  salaries,  and  six  are 
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members  of  "  The  Home,"  who  are  paid  according  to 
the  time  actually  engaged.  We  have  also  one  male 
and  two  female  seeing  teachers  in  the  school,  one  in 
the  musical,  and  three  in  the  handicraft  department. 

As  considerable  interest  is  often  expressed  in  the 
success  of  those  who  graduate  from  the  Institution,  I 
subjoin  a  list  of  them  as  far  as  ascertained: — 

IN    THE    SCHOOL    DEPARTMENT. 

Jacob  Berry  (deceased),  late  principal,  Tennessee  Institution. 

W.  H.  Churchman,  former  principal,  Indiana  Institution  •  at  pre- 
sent, principal  of  the  Wisconsin  Institution. 

W.  S.  Fortescue,  late  principal,  Georgia  Institution. 

H.  Jouette  Gray,  principal  teacher  of  Mathematics,  Virginia 
Institution. 

D.  Loughery  (deceased),  late  principal,  Maryland  Institution. 

Eli  Whelan,  late  principal,  Tennessee  Institution  and  Missouri 
Institution. 

Hannah  Guillan,  first  teacher,  Georgia  Institution. 

Matilda  Hankins,  teacher,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 

Nancy  Henderson,  teacher,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 

Elizabeth  A.  Fennimore,  teacher,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 

Sarah  Lynch,  teacher,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 

Mary  A.  Malette,  teacher,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 

Fanny  Gutzlaff,  teacher,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 

Elizabeth  A.  Wilson,  teacher,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 

Jane  Warmack,  teacher,  Tennessee  Institution. 

Mary  Donelly,  teacher,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 

in  the  music  department. 

Hugh  Coyle,  music  teacher  and  piano  tuner,  Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

Mitchel  B.  Clark,  music  teacher,  late  of  Georgia  Institution. 

William  Graham,  music  teacher,  Virginia  Institution. 

Richard  Guyn,  music  teacher ;  also  in  school  branches. 

Abraham  Marsh,  organist,  music  teacher,  and  piano  tuner. 

J.  E.  S.  Magruder,  organist,  music  teacher,  and  tuner,  in  Mary- 
land Institution. 
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Edw.  Mack,  organist,  music  teacher,  and  piano  tuner. 

Samuel  Pyle  (deceased),  music  teacher,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 

James  Brenan  (deceased),  music  teacher  and  tuner,  Pennsylvania 
Institution. 

James  Ramsey,  music  teacher  and  piano  tuner. 

Edgar  Porter,  organist,  music  teacher,  and  tuner. 

David  Wood,  organist,  music  teacher,  and  tuner. 

William  Smith,  organist  and  piano  tuner. 

Jonathan  Dyer,  vocalist. 

Beniah  Parvin,  vocalist,  church  choir. 

Hobart  Colburn,  organist,  music  teacher,  and  tuner. 

Frederick  Fielding,  organist,  music  teacher,  and  tuner. 

William  Bertram,  teacher  on  violin. 

John  C.  Brown,  music  teacher  and  piano  tuner. 

Ambrose  Karrigan,  organist,  teacher,  and  tuner,  Pennsylvania 
Institution. 

Peter  Weaver,  music  teacher,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 

Robert  Wheaton,  music  teacher,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 

John  Romig,  teacher  on  violin. 

Sarah  A.  Dandy  (Mrs.  Mack),  late  teacher,  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution. 

Maria  Gtll,  music  teacher  and  vocalist,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 

Maria  Cormany,  organist  and  teacher,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 

Annie  Fithian,  singer  in  church  choir. 

Emma  Westby,  singer  in  church  choir. 

Rachel  (Laird)  Wood,  singer  in  church  choir. 

Isabella  McCullough,  singer  in  church  choir. 

teachers  of  handicraft. 

William  McGiffen,  late  Indiana  Institution. 
Augustus  Cruser,  late  Pennsylvania  Institution. 
William  McMillen,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 
Hannah  Hildreth,  Pennsylvania  Institution. 
Sarah  Marsh,  late  Indiana  Institution. 

recapitulation  of  graduates,  etc. 

Teachers,  &c,  in  school  branches,  ....  16 
Organists  and  teachers  of  music,  ....  30 
Teachers  in  handicraft,  .....  5 

Total, 51 


Besides  these,  there  are  thirty-three  male  graduates, 
ascertained  to  be  depending  for  support  mainly  on  their 
trades.  And  a  large  number  of  female  graduates  have 
been  educated  and  returned  to  their  homes,  with  re- 
sources of  enjoyment  and  usefulness  which  otherwise 
they  never  could  have  possessed. 


The  number  learning,  or  employed  at,  brusli-makin 

stitution,  is, 
The  number  learning  broom-making,     . 
The  number  at  weaving  carpets  or  door-mats, 

Total  males  at  trades,  .... 

Number  learning  on  the  piano,     . 

"  "  organ,     . 

"  "  all  other  instruments, 

"  vocal  music, 

Total  engaged  in  music,       .... 
Whole  number  in  the  school  branches,  . 


ig  in  the  In- 

. 

37 

. 

26 

• 

5 

68 

63 

8 

33 

62 

86 

87 

The  hours  employed  in  school,  music,  and  industry, 
are  from  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  ;  with  a  recess  of  ten  minutes 
at  the  close  of  every  hour,  for  exercise  and  fresh  air, 
and  one  hour  at  dinner-time. 

Music  continues  to  be  successfully  taught  by  Mr. 
PfeifFer.  The  orchestra  is  composed  of  32  performers, 
capable  of  executing  a  number  of  fine  overtures  and 
other  compositions  of  a  high  order.  The  choruses  and 
solos  also  embrace  some  of  the  best  selections  from  the 
operas  and  oratorios.  The  performers  are,  on  the 
violin,  19;  flute,  5;  clarionet,  2;  horn,  1;  trombone, 
2 ;  trumpet,  1 ;  basso,  1 ;  violoncello,  2 ;  oboe,  1  (in- 
troduced the  past  year).  The  chorus  (40  in  number), 
receives  lessons  three  hours  a  week.     The  orchestra 
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receives  four  lessons  a  week ;  piano  pupils,  two  and 
three  lessons  a  week,  and  practise  one  hour  or  more 
daily. 

Music  is  largely  cultivated  as  a  source  of  enjoyment; 
but,  in  a  more  practical  sense,  many  pupils  are  prepared 
as  organists,  teachers  and  tuners  of  the  piano,  and 
singers  in  church  choirs.  There  are  four  now  prepared 
to  perform  in  church ;  eight  able  to  teach  on  the  piano; 
five  able  to  teach  on  the  violin ;  and  three  to  tune 
pianos.  Notwithstanding  the  large  number  engaged 
in  music,  there  are  very  few  who  do  not  give  promise  of 
success. 

The  pupils  are  required  to  be  present  at  morning 
and  evening  prayers,  and  to  attend  public  worship  at 
least  once  on  the  Sabbath,  in  the  churches  selected  by 
their  parents  or  guardians.  Sabbath-school  and  biblical 
instruction  is  given  in  the  Institution ;  but  no  sectarian 
views  are  ever  inculcated. 

We  continue  to  experience  the  good  effect  of  the 
outfit  appropriations  from  the  Wednesday  "  Exhibition 
Fund,"  to  deserving  and  industrious  pupils  on  leaving 
the  Institution.  The  amount  so  allowed  during  the 
past  year,  was  $935.  Compensation  to  graduates, 
$276,  Total,  $1211. 

The  whole  amount  given  to  graduates  from  the  begin- 
ning is  $5050.  The  amount  remaining  in  the  Fund 
at  the  present  time  is  $2661  60. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  accomplish  more  good  with 
so  small  an  amount  of  means,  both  to  the  pupil  and  the 
Institution.  While  it  starts  the  one  in  his  simple  trade, 
it  relieves  the  other  from  inevitably  increasing  numbers. 
Many  persons  admitted  to  learn  handicraft,  are  unable 
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to  procure  the  stock  and  tools  to  commence  with  on 
leaving.  In  this  condition,  without  an  outfit,  they  must 
be  employed  by  the  Institution,  or  discharged  helpless, 
on  the  community.  The  latter  alternative  is  to  be  avoid- 
ed if  possible.  It  would  render  all  the  expense  and 
labor  bestowed  upon  them  entirely  useless,  and  defeat 
one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  Institution. 

And  it  is  equally  important  that  no  encouragement 
should  exist  for  depending  to  any  considerable  extent 
upon  the  Institution  for  employment.  All  the  tenden- 
cies should  be,  so  far  as  we  can  create  and  strengthen 
them,  the  other  way.  And  above  all,  let  it  be,  as  I  am 
happy  to  say  it  now  generally  is,  that  the  pupil  will 
come  up  voluntarily,  as  soon  as  he  feels  his  ability  to 
do  so,  and  ask  his  discharge,  to  depend  upon  his  own 
industry  elsewhere. 

Adults  are  received  for  short  periods,  usually  for  one 
year,  to  learn  handicraft.  The  State  provides  during 
their  stay  as  for  younger  pupils.  The  object  is  the 
same,  instruction,  but  to  them  in  a  mechanic  art  only. 

It  is  exceedingly  important  that  the  trades  thus 
taught  should  be  simple,  easily  acquired,  needing  but 
a  small  outlay  for  tools  and  machines,  and  such  as  may 
be  followed  in  small  country  towns,  and  without  requiring 
the  finishing  labor  of  seeing  persons. 

In  our  own  experience,  these  practical  requisites  are 
found  united  more  completely  in  broom-making  than 
in  any  other  branch.  Thus  far  every  pupil  who  has 
acquired  it  has  left  the  city  to  follow  it  in  the  agricul- 
tural districts.  And  so  far  as  we  have  learned,  they 
are  doing  well. 

The  other  leading  branch  of  industry  taught  in  the 
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Institution  is  brush-making.  The  blind  are  also  suc- 
cessful in  this,  but  not  quite  independent  of  the  labor 
of  others.  The  statement  appended  to  this  report, 
shows  the  large  number  of  brushes  and  brooms  made 
in  the  workshop  during  the  year.  Mat  and  carpet 
weaving  are  followed  to  a  more  limited  extent.  Four 
or  five  looms  only  are  employed. 

The  pupils  and  workmen  exhibit  commendable  in- 
dustry. The  amount  of  wares  manufactured  yearly 
does  not  exhibit  their  full  industrial  capacity.  We  are 
necessarily  limited  by  the  extent  of  sales.  Could  we  sell 
more,  a  larger  amount  of  stock  could  be  manufactured. 

We  are  thus  yearly  preparing  for  useful  and  indus- 
trious lives,  many  who,  from  their  misfortune,  would 
become,  otherwise,  a  burden  to  their  friends  or  a  charge 
to  the  community,  and  in  such  a  condition,  among  its 
most  hopeless  and  unhappy  members. 

The  Legislatures  of  this  and  nearly  every  State  in 
the  Union  recognize  this  beneficent  work  by  their  an- 
nual appropriations.  It  is  a  natural  and  just  apprecia- 
tion of  an  enlightened  public  sympathy.  Every  blind 
child  is  regarded  as  entitled  to  advantages  which  the 
seeing  enjoy  in  the  systems  of  public  instruction  so 
generally  established. 

There  are  at  present  in  the  United  States  21  Institu- 
tions for  the  education  of  the  blind,  containing  about 
1100  blind  persons,  including  some  50  adults  employed 
by  them.  These  are  principally  young  persons,  and  all 
in  the  vigor  of  life. 

There  are  probably  at  the  present  time  (Jan.  1, 1859) 
nearly  10,000  white  blind  persons  of  all  ages  and  con- 
ditions in  the  United  States.     We  may  assume  two- 
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fifths  of  these  to  be  above  or  under  age,  or  otherwise 
incapacitated  to  be  admitted  into  our  Institutions. 

The  whole  number  received  into  all  the  Institutions 
from  their  foundation,  and  now  living,  is  estimated  at 
2100.  Excluding  this  number  and  those  not  eligible, 
amounting  together  to  about  6100  persons,  there  would 
remain  nearly  4000  blind  persons  in  the  United  States, 
of  fair  mental  capacity,  who  are  not  at  present  receiving 
any  regular  mental  or  mechanical  instruction.  Many  of 
these  will  never  be  reached.  But  Institutions  have 
rapidly  multiplied,  and  additional  energies  are  constant- 
ly put  forth.  In  1833,  the  first  three  Institutions  were 
founded  in  the  United  States,  the  Massachusetts,  New 
York,  and  Pennsylvania.  In  1839,  there  were  five;  in 
1844,  seven  ;  in  1851,  fourteen  ;  in  1858,  tioenty-one. 

By  the  census  of  1850,  the  proportion  of  white  blind 
persons  to  the  whole  population  was  :  For  the  United 
States,  one  in  2445.  For  Pennsylvania,  one  in  2830. 
For  New  Jersey,  one  in  2506.  For  Delaware,  one  in 
2640. 

Average  of  the  three  States  sustaining  pupils  here, 
one  in  2658. 

The  actual  number  of  white  blind  persons  in  Penn- 
sylvania, by  the  census  of  1850,  was  798.  Assuming 
the  percentage  of  increase  for  the  previous  ten  years, 
the  present  number  is  about  1200.  Deducting  all  who 
are  ineligible,  as  before,  and  those  who  have  been,  or 
are  now  in  this  Institution,  and  the  estimated  number 
in  the  State,  proper  subjects  of  instruction,  is  about  420. 

The  problem  for  the  philanthropist  and  the  legislator, 
in  the  comprehensive  view  of  the  subject  is,  whether 
this  number,  or  what  considerable  portion  of  them,  may 
be  successively  reached  by  this  Institution  I 
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By  disposing  of  the  adult  portion  in  short  terms  of 
one  or  two  years  each,  the  solution  ceases  to  be  very 
formidable. 

With  enlarged  sales,  and  a  reduction  of  the  term  of 
younger  pupils  to  below  8  years ,  in  certain  cases,  with 
some  additional  class  and  workshop  accommodations,  it 
is  entirely  practicable,  in  my  opinion,  for  this  Institu- 
tion to  educate  all  the  blind  in  this  State  as  fast  as  they 
can  be  induced  to  apply',  without  materially  increasing 
the  number  of  pupils,  at  any  one  time,  over  the  present 
number. 

The  "  Home"  department  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 
It  is  composed  chiefly  of  female  graduates,  who  are 
homeless,  or  have  not  the  opportunity  of  employing  their 
time  usefully  elsewhere.  It  was  limited  to  20  in  its 
original  organization,  but  is  at  present  below  that  num- 
ber. Most  of  these  render  good  service  to  the  Institu- 
tion, as  assistants  in  the  classes  and  music,  and  their 
good  moral  and  social  influence  over  the  younger  pupils 
is  fully  appreciated. 

No  Institution  can  be  indifferent  to  the  future  wel- 
fare of  those  once  committed  to  its  charge,  and  on 
whom  great  pains  have  been  bestowed  to  qualify  them 
for  the  duties  of  life.  And  while  it  distinctly  avows 
that  it  was  founded  for  education  only,  and  not  as  an 
Asylum,  it  is  not  insensible  to  the  earnest  struggles  and 
discouragements  of  those  who  falter,  and  who  in  their 
feebleness  or  want  of  business  tact,  fail  to  sustain  them- 
selves. 

The  seeing  mechanic  finds  access  to  any  workshop 
that  requires  workmen.  Failing  in  one,  he  seeks  an- 
other.    He  has  a  wide  range.     Not  so  with  the  blind 


23 


graduate.  Every  workshop  is  closed  to  him.  He  is  iso- 
lated. He  is  more  confined  to  place  and  circumstances. 
There  are  exceptions  of  course.  But  this  is  the  gene- 
ral condition. 

This  being  the  case,  there  will  always  be  some  worthy 
and  industriously  disposed  blind  persons,  who  will  fail 
of  earning  their  support  for  want  of  opportunity.  For 
these,  in  their  misfortune  and  in  their  declining  years, 
some  quiet  industrial  Retreat  should,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  undersigned,  be  provided,  by  private  means.  While 
no  portion  of  the  appropriations  for  educational  pur- 
poses should  be  diverted  from  this  legitimate  end,  an 
enlightened  humanity  will  justify  an  appeal  to  those, 
especially,  who  are  prepared  to  make  charitable  bequests, 
to  aid  in  carrying  into  effect  some  practical  organiza- 
tion for  the  employment  and  relief  of  such  persons. 

Most  persons  thus  afflicted,  who  have  yet  hands  to 
work  and  hearts  to  seek  it,  ask  employment  rather  than 
charity.  They  beseech  you  not  to  consign  them,  on 
account  of  a  great  providential  misfortune,  to  a  life  of 
pauperism  and  neglect.  With  sensibilities  rendered 
more  acute  by  the  culture  they  have  received,  they 
look  with  a  just  horror  to  a  long  night  of  dreary  idle- 
ness, poverty,  and  dependence.  They  are  prepared  to 
earn,  perhaps,  three-fourths  or  a  half,  or  less,  towards 
their  own  support ;  they  ask  to  do  this — to  do,  at  least, 
all  in  their  power  to  relieve  their  friends  and  the  com- 
munity from  their  maintenance. 

There  were  manufactured,  during  the  year,  over 
30,000  brushes,  of  the  various  descriptions;  19,188 
brooms;   1693  yards  of  carpet;  and  400  door-mats. 

Nearly  8000  more  brooms  have  been  made  than  in 
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the  year  previous,  being  an  increase  of  about  70  per 
cent.  The  progress  of  this  branch,  since  its  recent  in- 
troduction, in  1855,  has  been  as  follows: 


In  1855, 

there 

were  manufactured,     . 

2,263 

"  1856, 

a                    a 

8,420 

"  1857, 

it                         u 

.       11,305 

"  1858, 

u                    a 

.       19,188 

As  the  larger  portion  of  the  male  blind  must  depend 
hereafter  upon  their  industry,  their  mechanical  trades 
should  be  not  only  those  which  are  in  demand  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  but,  as  stated,  such  as  they  can 
fully  acquire  and  follow.  In  the  Imperial  Institution 
at  Paris,  some  of  the  pupils  learn  cabinet-making  and 
turning.  Ornamental  work  of  this  character  is  interest- 
ing, as  showing  the  skill  and  ingenuity  of  some  of  the 
blind ;  but,  in  this  country,  it  would  be  of  no  other 
practical  good  whatever.  Nor  has  the  manufacture  of 
beautiful  hearth-rugs  and  wares  of  that  kind,  been 
attended  with  any  profitable  result  to  the  pupils,  or  the 
institutions  that  introduced  them — while  they  show 
what  beautiful  work  may  be  accomplished  by  persons 
laboring  under  this  great  privation. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that 
the  Institution  is  in  such  a  prosperous  condition ;  and 
that  it  is  so  fully  and  satisfactorily  accomplishing  the 
original  objects  of  its  foundation,  and  the  just  expecta- 
tions of  its  friends  and  the  State,  in  its  yearly  progress. 
For  all  these  good  results,  our  gratitude  is  eminently 
due  to  Almighty  God,  whose  kind  providence  has  so 
abundantly  favored  us. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  CHAPIN, 

January  1,  1859.  Principal. 


APPENDIX. 


STATEMENTS  EXHIBITING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 
MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

ARTICLES    MADE    IN    THE   INSTITUTION    IN    1858. 
BY    MALE    PUPILS    AND    WORKMEN. 

18,820  Hand-Scrubs, 
2,401  Hair  Brushes, 
1,636  Dusting  u 
1,541  Horse     " 
1,120  Shoe      " 

995  Wall       « 
1,181  Clamps  " 

159  Cloth      « 

155  Hat        " 
57  Stove     " 

61  Bath       " 

2,034  Window,  Crumb,  and  all  other  Brushes. 

30,160  Brushes,  total. 

18,640  Corn  Brooms, 

548  Whisk     " 

1,693  Yards  of  Carpet  woven, 

399  Door  Mats, 

35  Mattresses  made  or  repaired. 

Value,  .....       $9,551   74 

BY    FEMALE    PUPILS. 

3,469  Articles  of  Bead  work, 
98  Tidies, 

62  Horse  Nets, 

353  Purses,  Lamp  Mats,  &c, 
Sewing  for  the  House. 

Value,  .         .  .  $1,014  15 

Total  value, $10,565  89 
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MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

DR. 

To  Value   of  finished  and  unfinished  goods  on  hand, 
January  1,  1858,     ...... 

11  Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  same  date, 

"  Cost  of  material,  finishing,  &c,  in  1858, 

"  Rent  of  store,        ....... 

"  Salary  and  commissions  to  salesman,  boy's  wages, 
porterages,  &c.,  ...... 

"  Overwork  paid  to  pupils  and  inmates  of  "  The  Home/' 
"  Amount  exchanged  in  trade,  to  complete  assortments, 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  manufacturing  department,  . 


CR. 

By  Amount  of  sales  in  1858,  viz. : 

At  the  Institution,  .         .         .     $4,050  97 

At  the  store,  No.  US.  Eighth  Street,      7,792  68 

$11,843  65 

"  Value  of  finished  goods  on  hand,  January  1, 1859,  .  2,819  15 

"  Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  January  1,  1859,     .  789  83 

"  Mattresses  and  other  articles  made  by  the  Pupils  for 

the  house,        .         .         .         .  "      .         .         .  120  00 

$15,572  63 


$3,643 

03 

1,115 

23 

6,485 

00 

340 

00 

732 

30 

2,720 

50 

325 

00 

$15,361 

06 

211 

57 

$15,572 

63 
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LIST   OF  PUPILS. 


FROM    PENNSYLVANIA. 


MALES. 

N-vMES. 

COUNTIES. 

Armstrong,  Robt.  B., 

Clinton. 

Baker,  William, 

n 

Bennett,  William  H., 

Susquehanna. 

Bennett,  Charles, 

a 

Belles,  John  C, 

Butler. 

Cummings,  Alexander, 

Westmoreland. 

Conrad,  Wm.  H., 

Somerset. 

Dunn,  William, 

Philadelphia. 

Derringer,  John, 

u 

Ford,  Michael, 

u 

Fish,  Augustus  D., 

U 

Green  man,  Geo.  W., 

iC 

Griffiths,  David, 

Schuylkill. 

Gunton,  John  S., 

Luzerne. 

Henry,  John, 

Northumberland 

Hunt,  Isaac  L., 

Fayette. 

Irwin,  Geo.  W., 

Lancaster. 

Kerr,  Samuel, 

Bucks. 

Kneass,  Napoleon  B,, 

Philadelphia. 

Lynch,  Berriah  M., 

Mercer. 

Morton,  Sylvester, 

Montgomery. 

Mangin,  Lawrence, 

Huntingdon. 

McCollin,  Wm., 

Philadelphia. 

Nece,  Clark  D., 

Erie. 

Nesmyth,  Alfred, 

Philadelphia. 

Owen,  John, 

cc 

Owen,  John, 

Alleghany. 

Palmer,  Clark, 

Bradford. 

Pitcher,  James  H., 

Philadelphia. 

Pollock,  John, 

u 
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NAMES. 

CO  UNTIES. 

Pontefract,  Edward, 

Beaver. 

Righter,  John  E., 

Montgomery. 

Snider,  Geo.  W., 

Franklin. 

Stahlnecker,  Wm.  H., 

Lehigh. 

Smith,  Augustus  C., 

Philadelphia. 

Smith,  Joseph, 

York. 

Travis,  Geo.  L., 

Bradford. 

Witcher,  Barnabas, 

Huntingdon. 

Williams,  Michael, 

Franklin. 

Wolverton,  Thomas, 

Philadelphia. 

York,  William, 

a 

FEMALES. 

Basso,  Emma, 

Philadelphia. 

Balles,  Bosanna, 

U 

Bennett,  Emily, 

Susquehanna. 

Boyer,  Emma, 

Berks. 

Burke,  Johanna, 

Philadelphia. 

Blottenberry,  Sarah, 

Luzerne. 

Clarke,  Ann  Amelia, 

Jefferson. 

Clarke,  Catherine, 

Philadelphia. 

Campbell,  Hannah, 

Franklin. 

Coiil ton,  Jane  E., 

Philadelphia. 

Clark,  Mary, 

u 

Doherty,  Eliza, 

u 

Greenwalt,  Mary, 

a 

Gardner,  Virginia, 

u 

Graves,  Rosabella, 

Alleghany. 

Haslem,  Ellen, 

Philadelphia. 

Hogg,  Hannah, 

u 

Howard,  Emma  J., 

a 

Kibby,  Mary  A.  L., 

n 

Lafore,  Lisetta, 

u 

Lyle,  Rachel, 

a 

McCullough,  Isabella, 

a 

Maloy,  Annie, 

Bucks. 

Martin,  Bridget, 

li 

Osborne,  Eliza, 

Philadelphia. 
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NAMES. 

Pitner,  Martha  T., 
Pettit,  Elizabeth, 
Puterbaugh,  Susan, 
Quinlivin,  Mary, 
Quinlivin,  Margaret, 
Roberts,  Emeline, 
Smith,  A.  Almina, 
Starrett,  Elizabeth, 
Shale,  Mary  Ellen, 
Shale,  Sarah, 
Squire,  Mary  Ann, 
Stark,  Eliza  M., 
Smith,  E.  Eleanor, 
Smart,  Emma, 
Silberman,  Rosalie, 
Wills,  Rebecca, 
Winslow,  Mary  Lydia, 
White,  Emma  E., 
Williams,  Elizabeth, 


COUNTIES. 

Northumberland. 
Lycoming. 
Luzerne. 
Alleghany. 

li 

Philadelphia. 

Erie. 

Philadelphia. 

Lycoming. 
a 

Bradford. 

Philadelphia. 

York. 

Philadelphia. 

a 

Montgomery. 

Philadelphia. 
(I 

Luzerne. 


FROM  MARYLAND. 

Talbert,  Margaret  A.,  Washington. 

Wulf,  John  Gr.,  Baltimore. 

Marriott,  Edward,  Ann  Arundel. 


FROM    NEW  JERSEY. 

Flemming,  Charles,  Salem. 

Grarton,  N.  B.  (a  blind  mute),  Cumberland. 

Hall,  Euphemia  M.,  Mercer. 

Smith,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Hunterdon. 

Sayres,  Wm.  H.,  Essex. 

Coseboone,  Sarah,  Atlantic. 

Plenessey,  Michael,  Burlington. 

FROM   DELAWARE. 

Hollingsworth,  Jos.  F.,  New  Castle. 

Reybold,  George,  " 

Reybold,  John,  " 

Jefferson,  Joshua,  Sussex. 

Smith,  John,  New  Castle. 
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FROM   ALL   OTHER    PLACES. 


NAMES. 

PLACES. 

Turner,  Emma, 

Texas. 

McHenry,  James  Noel, 

Green  County, 

Ga., 

Raynor,  Penelope, 

Georgia. 

Farley,  Ellen, 

Washington. 

Conner,  Edmund  M., 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Patterson,  Jos.  F., 

Augusta,  Me. 

ASSISTANTS. 

McMillan,  William, 
Mallett,  Mary  Ann, 
Gill,  Maria, 
Fennimore,  Elizabeth  A., 


Hildreth,  Hannah, 
Lynch,  Sarah, 
Karrigan,  Ambrose, 
Weaver,  Peter. 


IN   THE   HOME. 


Besant,  Peter, 
Cruser,  Matilda, 
Cruser,  Catherine, 
Cormany,  Maria, 
Carolin,  Thomas, 
Donelly,  Mary, 
Fithian,  Annie, 


Gutzlaff,  Fanny, 
Kinney,  Michael, 
Lawrence,  R.  Louisa, 
McCloskey,  James, 
Pfahler,  Catharine, 
Raney,  Rebecca, 
Wilson,  Elizabeth  A. 


ADULTS   IN    THE    WORK   DEPARTMENT. 


Brown,  Thomas, 
Coyle,  James, 
Crilly,  Michael, 
Dewson,  Henry, 
Dacy,  Thomas, 
Folwell,  James  M., 
Flannegan,  James, 
Gribben,  Thomas, 
Gilmore,  William, 
Hamilton,  James, 
Horen,  Edward, 


James,  John, 
Morgan,  John, 
McManus,  Wm., 
Nichols,  John, 
Rice,  xVlex.  G., 
Riley,  Bernard, 
Selkirk,  John  G., 
Small,  Robert, 
Wall,  Matthew, 
Wheaton,  Robert. 
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TERMS 

FOR   THE   ADMISSION    OF   PUPILS. 

Pay  pupils  are  charged  two  hundred  dollars  a  year,  which  includes 
board,  instruction,  and  medical  attendance. 

Blind  children,  in  indigent  circumstances,  from  the  States  of  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  are  provided  for  by  those  States, 
respectively,  for  the  term  of  five  to  eight  years. 

The  most  suitable  time  for  admission  is  between  the  ages  of  nine 
and  fifteen  years.  Pupils  are  not  usually  received  under  nine,  nor 
over  seventeen  years  of  age,  except  for  a  more  limited  period,  to  learn 
some  useful  handicraft. 

Applications  may  be  addressed  to  Franklin  Peale,  Esq.,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Admission  and  Discharge,  or  to  the  Principal. 

Vacation  continues  two  months — from  1st  July  to  1st  September. 
Pupils  should  commence  with  the  term  in  September,  if  possible. 


FORM  OF  A  LEGACY. 

I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  "  The  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  TnE  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  in  Philadelphia,  and  their 
successors  forever  (if  real  estate),  all  that,  &c. ;  (if  personal),  the  sum 
of,  &c. 
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TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  Institution  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  Twentieth  and  Race 
Streets,  and  is  convenient  of  access  by  several  city  passenger  railroads, 
viz.,  the  Race  and  Vine  and  Arch  Streets,  and  the  Walnut  Street 
omnibus  line. 

The  Institution  is  open  to  visitors  every  Wednesday  Afternoon, 
at  3  o'clock,  when  an  opportunity  is  afforded  to  examine  the  work- 
rooms. At  3  J  o'clock  an  exhibition  is  given — consisting  of  vocal  and 
instrumental  music,  and  exercises  with  the  apparatus  used  in  the  in- 
struction of  the  pupils. 

Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  accommodating  the  large  crowds  that 
attend  these  exhibitions,  when  free,  a  small  admission  fee  is  charged 
at  the  door.  The  fund  thus  collected  is  appropriated  in  outfits  to 
graduate  pupils,  on  leaving  the  Institution. 

Fancy  articles  and  brushes  are  offered  for  sale,  before  and  after  the 
exhibition,  in  the  female  pupils'  work-rooms. 

The  Store  of  the  Institution  is  at  No.  11  South  Eighth  Street, 
for  the  sale  of  goods  manufactured  by  the  pupils  and  blind  workmen ; 
where  Corn  Brooms,  Hair  Brushes,  Cloth,  Hat,  Shoe,  and  Horse 
Brushes,  Hand-Scrubs,  Door-mats,  of  coir,  manilla,  and  jute ;  and  Rag 
Carpet,  all  made  of  the  best  materials,  are  furnished,  wholesale  and 
retail,  at  the  lowest  market  prices. 

Grocers  and  other  dealers  are  particularly  invited  to  examine  the 
above  articles.     Exchanges  will  be  made  for  groceries  at  cash  prices. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


MANAGERS 


OF    THE 


PENNSYLVANIA    INSTITUTION 


FOR    THE 


INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 


PRESENTED    TO    THE   ASSOCIATION, 


At  their  Annual  Meeting,  February  6th,  1860. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

JOHN  C.  CLARK  &  SON,  PRINTERS.  230  DOCK  STREET. 

1860. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CORPORATORS, 


ANNUAL  MEETING,   FEBRUARY  6,  I860. 


The  Twenty-Seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Contributors  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  was  held 
at  the  Institution,  at  4  o'clock  p.m.,  on  Monday,  February  6th,  1860. 

On  motion  of  A.  G-.  Waterman,  Hon.  Samuel  Breck  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  Morris  Patterson  was  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read. 

The  Annual  Iieport  of  the  Managers  to  the  Association  was  pre- 
sented, with  the  accompanying  documents;  and,  on  motion  of  Jno.  C. 
Cresson,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  be  accepted,  and,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  this  day  to  be  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waterman,  it  was  resolved,  in  Article  5th  of  the 
Constitution,  to  strike  out  the  words  (i  first  Monday  in  the  month  of 
February,"  in  the  14th  line,  and  insert  "  third  Thursday  in  Decem- 
ber;" which  was  unanimously  agreed  to.  Also,  in  the  15th  line  of 
the  same  Article,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  after  the  present  one." 
Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waterman,  the  Meeting  then  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  Officers  and  Managers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Dr.  A.  E.  Stocker  and  T.  S.  Wiegand  were  appointed  Tellers. 

The  Tellers  reported  the  following  named  gentlemen  as  unanimously 
elected,  and  they  were  thereupon  declared  Officers  and  Managers  of 
the  Institution  for  the  ensuing  year  : 


PATRON. 

His  Excellency  WM.  F.  PACKER, 

GOVERNOR   OF   THE   STATE. 

PRESIDENT. 

SAMUEL  BRECK. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

A.  G.  WATERMAN, 
J.  FRANCIS  FISHER, 
FRANKLIN  PEALE, 


i 


THOMAS  S.  KIRKBRIDE,  M.D. 


CORRESPONDING    SECRETARY. 

JOHN  C.  CRESSON. 

RECORDING     SECRETARY. 

THEODORE  CUYLER. 

TREASURER. 

ROBERT  PATTERSON. 

CONSULTING    PHYSICIAN. 

CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.D. 

CONSULTING    SURGEON. 

WM.  BYRD  PAGE,  M.D. 

MANAGERS. 
PtOBLEY    DlJNGLISON,  M.D.,  PlERCE    BUTLER, 

Alfred  L.  Elwyn,  M.D.,  James  Dundas, 

A.  Y.  Parsons,  John  Wiegand, 

Wm.  R.  Lejee,  Napoleon  B.  Kneass, 

Morris  Patterson,  William  M.  Camac,  M.D. 

Thomas  C.  James,  James  S.  Biddle, 

Caspar  Morris,  M.D.,  Edward  Townsend. 


On  motion,  adjourned. 


MORRIS  PATTERSON, 

Secretary. 

SAMUEL  BRECK, 

Chairman. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

FINANCE. 

William  R.  Lejee,  Pierce  Butler, 

James  Dundas.  James  S.  Biddle. 

INSTRUCTION. 

Robley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  A.  L.  Elwyn,  M.D., 

J.  Francis  Fisher,  John  C.  Cresson, 

William  M.  Camac,  M.D, 

HOUSEHOLD. 

A.  Gr.  Waterman,  Morris  Patterson, 

T.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.P.,  Napoleon  B.  Kneass, 

John  Wiegand. 

ADMISSION   AND    DISCHARGE. 

Franklin  Peale,  A.  V.  Parsons, 

Caspar  Morris,  M.D., 

HOME. 

Thomas  C.  James,  A.  Gr.  Waterman, 

Franklin  Peale,  John  C.  Cresson, 

Edward  Townsend. 

FEMALE    VISITORS. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Kane,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Elwyn, 

Mrs.  A.  G-.  Waterman,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Cresson, 

Mrs.  F.  Peale,  Mrs.  John  Butler. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

PRINCIPAL. 

William  Chapin. 

PRINCIPAL    TEACHERS. 

Edward  P.  Capp,  Mary  E.  Woodward. 

ASSISTANT    TEACHERS. 

Sarah  J.  McIntire,  Mary  A.  Mallette, 

Elizabeth  A.  Fennimore,  Sarah  Lynch. 

TEACHER  OF    MUSIC. 

Ernest  Pfeiffer. 


ASSISTANTS. 

Ambrose  Karrigan,  Peter  Weaver, 

Maria  Gill. 

PREFECT. 

William  L.  Humphreys. 

MASTER    OF    HANDICRAFT. 

Edwin  T.  McIntire. 

ASSISTANT. 

William  McMillen. 

TEACHER    OF    BROOM-MAKING. 

C.  H.  Shaw. 

MISTRESS    OF    HANDICRAFT. 

Leah  Ann  Sharpless. 

MATRON. 

Mrs.  Eliza  White. 

ASSISTANT   MATRON. 

Rebecca  Collins. 

SALESMAN. 

Charles  Kelly. 

VISITING    PHYSICIAN. 

A.  E.  Stocker,  M.D. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


On  behalf  of  the  Managers,  the  President  of  the 
"  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the 
Blind,"  submits  to  the  contributors,  a  brief  statement, 
introductory  to  the  report  of  the  Principal,  of  the 
affairs  of  the  great  charity-school,  now  under  their 
management. 

In  the  communication  of  last  year,  they  dwelt,  at 
some  length,  upon  a  subject  that  concerns  the  welfare 
of  those  pupils,  who,  at  no  very  distant  day,  may  reach 
an  age  that  will  require  some  relaxation  from  labor, 
without,  however,  ceasing  altogether  from  work. 

Nature  favors  singularly  the  Blind,  by  giving  them 
a  superior  aptitude  to  learn,  and  great  strength  of 
memory  to  retain  and  apply  whatever  has  been  taught 
them.  Their  energy  and  industry  are  remarkable 
Nevertheless,  they  need  the  agency  of  a  seeing  super- 
intendence, especially  in  the  purchase  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial, and   the  sale  of  it  when  manufactured.     This 
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supervision  in  some  cases  seemed  so  indispensable,  that 
so  far  back  as  1850,  a  scheme  was  adopted,  to  provide 
under  our  own  roof,  a  retreat  for  a  limited  number  of 
pupils,  chiefly  females,  and  not  much  varying  from 
twenty,  whose  parents  or  guardians  were  not  in  cir- 
cumstances to  support  them,  or  who  were  entirely 
without  homes.  They  had  finished  their  education, 
and  conducted  themselves  commendably.  We  could 
not  dismiss  them  at  the  risk  of  their  losing,  in  idleness, 
poverty,  and  perhaps  vice,  all  the  knowledge  that 
they  had  acquired  while  under  our  care ;  hence  the 
establishment  of  the  well-known  department  of  the 
"Home."  Here,  about  nine  years  ago,  the  first  experi- 
ment was  made  to  ascertain  whether  a  community  of 
blind  individuals,  working  in  a  class,  as  it  were,  could 
earn,  from  month  to  month  and  year  to  year,  a  sum 
sufficient  to  pay  their  board  and  supply  themselves 
with  neat,  comfortable,  and  genteel  clothing.  The  un- 
dertaking has  completely  succeeded.  It  is  true  that 
hitherto  most,  if  not  all,  the  inmates  of  the  Home, 
have  been  young,  skilful  and  healthy,  and  have  wholly, 
or  nearly  so,  been  self-supporters.  But  many  of  them 
are  now  approaching  middle-age,  and  it  behooves  the 
Managers,  as  an  act  of  prudence,  as  well  as  benevo- 
lence, to  consider  in  advance  the  best  mode  of  continu- 
ing to  them  their  career  of  happiness  when  old  age 
overtakes  them.  At  that  period  of  life,  the  deficiency 
between  their  earnings  and  the  cost  of  their  support 
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will  be  annually  increasing.  How  is  it  to  be  supplied  1 
We  answer,  by  adding  to  a  fund  already  commenced 
testamentary  bequests,  and  donations  in  any  other  cha- 
ritable mode.  These  we  now  solicit  from  a  benevolent 
and  charitable  public.  The  investment  will  be  emi- 
nently useful  for  years  and  years  to  come.  So  impor- 
tant do  we  consider  the  gradual  formation  of  this  fund 
until  it  reaches  an  amount  sufficient  for  future  opera- 
tion, that  the  Principal  has  dwelt  upon  it  much  at  large 
in  his  accompanying  Report  to  us,  and  to  which  we 
refer  our  friends.  The  handicraft  labor  in  our  work- 
shops, during  the  year  1859,  shows  an  astonishing  re- 
sult, and  is  a  proof  of  great  industry.  During  that 
period  forty-two  thousand  (42,000)  brushes  and  twenty- 
six  thousand  (26,000)  corn-brooms  have  been  made ; 
besides  door-mats,  carpeting,  bead-work,  and  various 
kinds  of  knitting ;  the  value  of  all  which,  by  estima- 
tion, is  thirteen  thousand  dollars ! 

The  Report  of  the  Principal  shows  also  the  pleasing 
state  of  discipline,  contentment,  comfort  and  well-being, 
which  pervades  our  large  school  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-three  pupils. 

Of  this  number,  there  are  from  Pennsylvania,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-two  ;  from  New  Jersey,  twelve,  and 
from  the  State  of  Delaware,  four.  The  Legislatures 
of  these  three  States,  which  are  in  juxtaposition,  and 
our  Institution  nearly  central,  have  liberally  patronized 
us ;  and  crowded  as  we  are,  we  will  endeavor  to  make 
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room  for  any  additional  number  of  pupils  which  may 
be  recommended  by  them. 

During  the  past  summer  and  autumn,  we  have  lost 
by  death  a  female  of  the  Home  department ;  and  from 
our  own  Board  a  valued  member, — Isaac  Elliott,  Esq. 
As  a  justly-merited  tribute  to  his  memory,  Resolutions 
were  passed  at  a  special  meeting,  placed  on  the  min- 
utes, and  communicated  to  his  family,  specifying,  in 
terms  of  great  respect  and  warm  affection,  the  deep 
regret  which  his  death  had  occasioned  to  us,  his  col- 
leagues. 

On  behalf  of  the  Managers, 

SAMUEL  BRECK, 

President. 


REPORT    OF    THE    PRINCIPAL. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Gentlemen:  Each  successive  Annual  Report  is  a 
record  of  enlarged  results.  Our  accommodations,  not- 
withstanding continued  enlargement  and  economy  of 
space,  are  constantly  rilled.  Needy  applicants  are,  at 
the  present  time,  knocking  at  our  doors  for  entrance, 
waiting  impatiently  for  the  first  vacancies.  We  have 
never  yet  refused  any  eligible  blind  applicant,  but  we 
are  frequently  compelled  to  defer  them  for  some  time. 

The  number  of  pupils  at  the  present  time  (Jan.  2, 
1860),  including  those  in  the  workshops,  is  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty- three. 


On  the  1st  January,  1859,  there 

were 

151 

Discharged,  or  left  during  the  year, 

30 

Died,          .... 

•         .          . 

1 

Received  during  the  year,   . 

... 

33 

Remaining, 

. 

153 

>f  this  number  there  are 

From  Pennsylvania,     . 

132 

"     New  Jersey, 

. 

12 

"     Delaware, 

. 

4 

"     All  other  places, 

Total,    . 

5 

153 
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Twenty-three  of  these  contribute  in  part  to  their 
own  support,  as  assistant  teachers,  or  by  their  industry. 
Ten  are  pay  pupils  in  full  or  in  part,  including  four 
day  scholars. 

The  teachers  and  other  officers  have  been  faithful 
and  successful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

In  September  last,  Mr.  Joseph  Fleming,  the  principal 
teacher,  resigned,  to  accept  a  position  in  the  Missouri 
Institution,  for  which  he  is  well  qualified.  His  place 
has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Edw.  P.  Capp,  a  graduate  of 
the  Pennsylvania  University,  who  has  given  promising 
evidence  of  his  ability  and  faithfulness. 

We  have  been  favored  with  good  health  through  the 
year.  One  death  occurred,  out  of  the  Institution, 
during  vacation — Miss  Pebecca  Paney — a  member  of 
"  The  Home." 

Several  most  useful  additions  have  been  made  to  our 
Buildings  during  the  year.  A  two-storied  extension 
has  been  made  to  the  workshops,  embracing  also  a 
Printing  Poom ;  a  Store  House  for  Broom  Corn,  and  a 
large  Piazza,  extending  the  entire  length  of  the  east 
end  of  the  building,  and  on  the  north,  making  about 
135  feet  of  inclosed  walk,  in  which  the  female  pupils 
can  exercise  at  all  times. 

Over  three  years  since,  an  additional  building  was 
erected,  which  secured  to  us  several  class-rooms  and 
accommodations  for  fourteen  more  pupils.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  the  houses  on  Twentieth  Street,  on  our 
premises,  were  raised  an  additional  story,  by  which 
rooms  for  eleven  more  adult  workmen  were  provided, 
securing  also  a  more  entire  separation  of  the  adults 
from  young  pupils. 
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Another  long-needed  improvement  of  permanent 
value,  just  completed,  is  a  thorough  pipe  drainage  of 
the  whole  premises  to  the  street  culvert. 

All  these  improvements  have  been  forced  by  a  grow- 
ing necessity,  by  a  continued  increase  of  numbers,  and 
an  enlargement  of  our  manufacturing  operations. 
They  have  required  considerable  expenses,  drawn  from 
current  receipts  and  other  funds  devoted  to  the  educa- 
tional and  charitable  purposes  of  the  Institution.  A 
portion  of  these  outlays  is  from  the  Fund  pledged  to 
outfits  of  graduates  in  indigent  circumstances.  This 
fund,  with  other  means  thus  withdrawn,  should  be  re- 
placed, to  enable  the  Institution  to  carry  out  faithfully 
its  important  benevolent  objects. 

It  is  the  settled  policy  of  nearly  all  the  States  to 
provide  the  entire  buildings,  and  all  necessary  expenses, 
of  their  Benevolent  Institutions.  There  is  no  reason- 
able doubt  that  an  application  to  the  Legislature  of 
our  own  State,  for  a  special  appropriation  to  pay  these 
most  necessary  expenses,  will  be  promptly  met;  as  all 
just  and  reasonable  requirements  for  the  unfortunate 
ever  have  been  by  the  representatives  of  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Our  system  of  instruction  has  been  so  often  ex- 
plained in  previous  Reports,  that  I  shall  confine  myself 
at  present  mainly  to  topics  which  involve,  in  a  larger 
sense,  the  future  welfare  of  the  Blind  in  connection 
with  their  industrial  capacities,  and  on  which  some 
differences  of  opinion  and  policy  still  exist  among  the 
Institutions  themselves.  I  remark  in  a  summary 
manner,  therefore,  that  instruction  has  been  given 
during  the  past  year  on  the  following  subjects,  viz., 
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Orthography  with  definitions,  Geography  (with  an 
excellent  series  of  maps  and  hemispheres),*  Reading, 
Grammar,  Writing,  Pin-type  printing,  and  Braille's 
System,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  History,  Evidences  of 
Christianity,  Moral  and  Natural  Philosophy,  Natural 
History,  "  Useful  Knowledge,"  General  Literature, 
and  Vocal  and  Instrumental  Music. 

A  public  examination  was  held  on  these  branches  at 
the  close  of  the  last  term. 

A  system  of  Physical  Education,  with  dumb  bell 
exercises,  has  also  been  introduced.  The  elements  of 
Physiology  are  made  a  prominent  part  of  our  studies, 
and  open  air  exercise  is  constantly  enjoined. 

Too  much  importance  can  scarcely  be  given  to  the 
proper  ventilation  of  our  public  Institutions,  where  a 
large  number  of  persons  are  constantly  living ;  and  to 
the  advantage  of  frequent  recesses  for  healthy  exercise. 

The  pupils  receive  religious  and  biblical  instruction 
on  the  Sabbath,  all  denominational  views  being  care- 
fully excluded.  They  all  attend  public  worship  on 
that  day  in  places  of  their  own  or  their  parents'  choice. 

The  Musical  Department,  with  its  fine  Orchestra  of 
32  performers,  and  a  large  chorus,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  E.  Pfeiffer,  continues  to  sustain  its  good  repu- 
tation. The  Wednesday  afternoon  exercises  are  always 
crowded.  Our  musical  pupils  are  prepared  for  situa- 
tions as  church  organists,  teachers  and  tuners  of  the 
piano. 

Fifty-two  of  our  former  graduates  have  been,  or  are 
now   engaged  as   principals  and  teachers  in  different 

*  Manufactured  by  George  Snider,  Philadelphia. 
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Institutions,  or  as  organists  and  teachers  of  music,  and 
piano  tuners,  &c. 

The  questions  that  press  more  or  less  upon  all  the 
Institutions,  especially  the  older — the  right  solution  of 
which  so  nearly  affects  their  usefulness — may  be  stated 
as  follows : 

1.  What  trades  are  best  adapted  to  the  great 
mass  of  blind  persons  \ 

2.  Should  the  Institutions  continue  their  aid  to 
those  who  have  acquired  useful  trades  therein,  and 
if  so,  in  what  manner  ] 

In  regard  to  the  first :  some  few  mechanical  branches 
are  common  both  to  the  Institutions  in  Europe  and 
the  United  States, — such  as  mat- weaving,  &c.  Basket- 
work  is  generally  taught  in  Great  Britain,  and  was, 
formerly,  in  several  of  the  Institutions  here,  but  it  is 
now  almost  entirely  abandoned.  Twine,  lobby-cloth, 
and  sash-cord  are  made  to  some  extent  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, but  not  in  the  United  States.  Ornamental  parlor 
rugs,  formerly  made  in  this  country,  have  been  given 
up  as  slow  and  unprofitable.  Brush-making  and  mat- 
tress-making are  pursued  actively  in  some  of  our  Insti- 
tutions ;  but  to  a  very  limited  extent  in  England  and 
Paris,  and  on  the  Continent.  The  corn-broom  manu- 
facture has,  within  a  few  years,  become  a  prominent 
branch  with  several  of  our  Institutions.  This  trade 
has  not  yet,  I  think,  been  introduced  into  the  Eu- 
ropean Institutions. 

These  differences  in  the  selected  branches  of  indus- 
try for  those  afflicted  in  the  same  way,  are  doubtless 
owing  in  part  to  local  circumstances,  and  much,  per- 
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haps,  to  that  inertia  which  resists  change  from  years 
of  habit  in  special  kinds  of  labor. 

Of  the  chief  branches  of  handicraft  now  pursued  in 
the  Institutions  of  this  country,  mattress-making,  mat 
and  carpet  weaving,  are  not  to  any  general  extent 
suitable  for  graduates.  Mattress-making  must  be  con- 
fined principally  to  the  larger  cities,  and  even  there 
the  blind  workmen  are  almost  entirely  dependent  upon 
the  Institutions  for  employment.  A  blind  man  will 
rarely  think  of  following  it  alone  in  a  city,  much  less 
in  the  small  country  neighborhood,  where  his  home 
associations  should  attract  him.  A  mat  and  carpet 
weaver  will  find  a  corner  only  here  and  there,  with 
any  prospect  of  support. 

Brush-making  possesses  many  advantages  as  a  snug 
and  portable  business,  but  this  also  is  confined  chiefly 
to  the  larger  towns.  As  there  are  always  a  considera- 
ble number  of  blind  persons  who  will  remain  in  large 
cities,  like  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
Cincinnati,  and  St.  Louis,  brush  and  mattress-making 
may  safely  be  pursued  in  reference  to  the  probable  resi- 
dents in  those  places  ;  but  no  system  of  handicraft  can 
be  profitable  to  the  working  blind,  nor  safe  for  the  Insti- 
tutions, beyond  this  limit.  Such  a  policy  must  compel 
an  Institution  to  employ  more  workmen  than  its  sales 
will  warrant,  or  throw  them  helplessly  upon  the  chari- 
ties of  the  community. 

Shut  out  from  all  other  workshops,  where  will  the 
blind  mechanic  apply'?  Why  aggravate  his  misfor- 
tune by  teaching  him  trades  in  which  his  hopes  of  self- 
support  are  doomed  to  disappointment  in  a  life  of 
idleness'?     He  asks  employment, — there   is  none  for 
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him ;  he  seeks  it  elsewhere, — it  is  denied.  He  has 
one  wretched  resource  left, — charity  and  the  alms- 
house. 

It  was  not  for  this  lamentable  conclusion  that  legisla- 
tive bounty  has  ever  been  invoked  or  granted.  Any 
considerable  failure  in  this  direction  is  not  only  so  far 
a  departure  from  the  just  responsibility  to  the  State 
which  such  institutions  assume,  but  it  is  a  violation  of 
the  universal  public  sympathy  which  led  to  their  foun- 
dation. 

What,  then,  is  the  great  practical  duty  indicated  by 
these  facts'?  Manifestly,  to  teach  the  blind  workman 
that  trade  of  which  he  can  become  an  entire  ynasier.  He 
must  be  prepared  to  begin  his  work  with  the  raw  ma- 
terial, and  finish  it  without  the  assistance  of  seeing  per- 
sons. The  material  should  be  cheap,  and  conveniently 
at  hand  in  every  part  of  the  country.  The  manufac- 
tured article  should  be  perishable,  and  in  universal  de- 
mand. The  trade  should  be  especially  calculated  for 
small  country  towns  and  agricultural  districts. 

These  most  important  requirements  are  found  more 
completely  in  the  manufacture  of  Corn  Brooms  than  in 
any  other  trade  now  taught  to  the  Blind. 

The  result  to  the  Institutions  is  not  less  important 
than  to  the  Pupils.  All  the  older  Institutions  have 
looked  with  just  apprehension  to  the  increase  and 
accumulation  of  blind  workmen  depending  upon  them 
for  employment  and  support.  Of  all  the  trades  enume- 
rated, Broom-making  is  the  only  one  calculated  to 
avert  the  impending  evil.  While  mattress  and  brush- 
making  confine  the  workmen  to  the  city,  broom-ma- 
king invites  him  to  the  country.     A  large  portion  of 
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the  pupils  belong  to  the  interior;  their  homes  and 
friends  are  there ;  and  they  should  always  be  encour- 
aged to  return  thither,  where  their  success  will  be  more 
certain  than  among  strangers  in  a  large  city. 

I  consider  this  simple  trade,  small  as  its  profits  are, 
as  presenting  a  happy  solution  to  an  increasing  diffi- 
culty, which  has  discouraged  many  of  the  Directors  of 
these  Institutions,  and  proved  already  disastrous  to  so 
many  of  the  Blind.  Combined  with  another  salutary 
measure  (to  be  noticed  presently),  it  may  be  the  means 
of  providing  forever,  in  every  Institution,  a  relief  from 
superabundant  workmen,  and  overstocked  warerooms 
of  unsaleable  goods. 

Our  Institutions,  in  general,  have  not  been  success- 
ful, thus  far,  in  providing  handicraft  of  a  useful  and 
profitable  kind  for  female  pupils.  Fancy  bead,  worsted 
and  crochet  work,  of  exceeding  beauty  and  graceful 
patterns,  made  by  their  practised  touch  alone,  proves 
how  much  skill  may  be  exhibited  by  those  who  have 
never  seen  light,  and  have  no  appreciable  idea  of  the 
colors  they  so  tastefully  combine.  But  the  sale  of 
these  is  limited  almost  entirely  to  the  Institutions  in 
which  they  are  produced.  They  can  never  become  a 
permanent  reliance  to  the  female  graduate  at  her  own 
home.  Paper-Box  making  has  been  tried,  but  it  is 
liable  to  the  same  radical  objection, — it  cannot  be  car- 
ried with  them,  and  must  be  useless  elsewhere.  The 
manufacture  of  Palm-Leaf  Hats  has  been  successfully 
introduced  in  the  Indiana  Institution,  and  from  favor- 
able answers  to  inquiries  made,  we  are  encouraged  to 
make  a  trial  of  it  here  as  a  branch  of  female  industry. 

II.    The  second  question  stated,  as  pressing  for  solu- 
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tion,  is :  Should  the  Institutions  continue  their  aid 

TO    THOSE  WHO    HAVE  ACQUIRED   USEFUL  TRADES   THEREIN, 
AND  IN  WHAT  MANNER  \ 

When  an  Institution  has  carried  a  pupil  through  a 
course  of  instruction,  or  given  him  a  mechanic  art,  its 
first  duty  and  interest  should  be  to  induce  him  to  go 
forth,  and  rely  upon  his  own  industry. 

This  can  be  accomplished  by  providing  him  a  simple 
practicable  trade  that  can  be  followed  in  the  interior, 
as  above  stated ;  and,  what  is  almost  indispensable  in 
most  cases,  allowing  him  an  outfit  to  provide  the  sim- 
ple machines  and  tools  necessary  to  start  his  business, 
and  for  immediate  expenses. 

From  fifty  to  one  hundred  dollars,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances, is  sufficient  in  each  case.  Every  Institu- 
tion should  be  provided  with  a  fund  for  this  purpose, 
as  a  matter  of  economy  to  itself,  as  well  as  a  most 
timely  benefit  to  the  recipient. 

Happily,  this  Institution  is  well  supplied  with  a 
Fund  in  the  receipts  of  our  Wednesday  Musical  Exer- 
cises. After  expending  several  thousand  dollars  in 
outfits  to  worthy,  industrious  graduates,  of  both  sexes, 
there  still  remains  applicable  to  the  same  beneficent 
object,  the  sum  of  2800  dollars. 

While,  however,  it  is  the  admitted  object  of  our  In- 
stitutions to  encourage  the  departure  of  its  pupils,  at 
the  expiration  of  their  terms,  by  every  reasonable  plan, 
and  thus  prevent  a  growing  community  of  dependent 
blind  persons,  there  will  still  ever  remain  some  who 
must  look  for  employment  and  partial  support  to  an 
Institution  or  Department  organized  for  the  purpose. 
These  are  persons  who  may  not,  or  do  not,  succeed 
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elsewhere.  Some  are  homeless.  Others  are  not  pre- 
pared to  compete  with  more  favored  seeing  workmen. 
They  fail  to  support  themselves  fully,  and  if  there  is 
nothing  to  fall  back  upon,  their  career  is  rapidly  down- 
ward. Discouragement,  idleness,  and  demoralization 
finish  what  the  Institution  had  so  well  begun. 

Considered  in  the  light  of  practical  economy,  the 
cast-off  blind  workman,  who  might,  by  the  fostering 
aid  of  an  Institution,  earn  two  or  three  dollars  a  week, 
becomes  helpless,  and,  finally,  a  burden  upon  the  com- 
munity. His  ability  to  do  something  for  his  own  sup- 
port is  sacrificed — lost  to  himself  and  to  society.  In 
a  moral  point  of  view,  it  is  more  serious  than  a  mere 
question  of  dollars  and  cents.  The  wretchedness  of  a 
mind  darkened  to  all  external  objects,  willing  to  work 
but  deprived  of  the  opportunity,  consigned  to  the 
pauper's  doom,  cannot  well  be  described.  We  can 
never  abandon  them  to  such  a  fate,  until  every  effort  to 
avert  it  shall  have  failed. 

The  remedy,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  provide  employ- 
ment to  a  limited  extent  for  such  persons,  and  board 
at  a  moderate  charge,  where  they  cannot  earn  their 
board  elsewhere. 

This  introduces  us  to  a  notice  of  "The  Home,"  a 
Department  established  here  nine  years  ago  with  the 
happiest  results.  It  receives  those  who  have  been 
educated  here,  who  are  homeless,  or  unable  to  avail 
themselves  of  their  industry  elsewhere.  It  provides 
employment  and  charges  a  moderate  sum  for  board, 
less  than  actual  cost.  Every  inmate  must  be  elected 
by  a  vote  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  Its  number,  at 
present,  is  limited  to  twenty. 


23 


Such  a  Department  requires  something  beyond  their 
earnings  for  its  support.  The  Institution  cannot  ex- 
tend its  usefulness  much  in  that  direction,  without  a 
further  special  provision  for  its  support.  This  support 
should  be  by  gift  or  legacy.  No  more  economical  plan 
for  doing  good  could  well  be  devised  than  by  providing 
a  foundation  for  the  extension  of  the  Home  for  indus- 
trious blind  persons,  the  income  of  which  would  sup- 
ply the  short-comings  of  their  little  earnings. 

The  Manufacturing  Department  exhibits  the  follow- 
ing results  for  the  year  1859: — 


Number  of  Brushes  manufactured, 
"  Corn  Brooms       " 

"  Door  Mats  " 

"  Yards  of  Carpet  " 


41,962 

26,050 

480 

757 


The  following  table  exhibits  the  progressive  results 
for  ten  years,  showing  the  number  of  articles  of  each 
description,  and  their  aggregate  values : — 


BRUSHES. 

BROOMS. 

Y;DS  OF 
CARPET. 

HATS. 

WILLOW 
BASKETS. 

GIRLS'  WORK. 
VALUE. 

TOTAL 
VALUE . 

1850 

15,941 

none 

307 

59 

286 

$564 

$4,055 

1851 

27,926 

u 

361 

320 

121 

660 

4,784 

1852 

32,090 

it 

750 

922 

6 

886 

5,756 

1853 

31,576 

a 

1,733 

651 

none 

1,209 

7,022 

1854 

34,566 

cc 

2,542 

66 

a 

1,544 

8,368 

1855 

OO   c  1  •  > 

2,263 

1,842 

222 

u 

1,224 

9,968 

1856 

35,518 

8,430 

2,633 

332 

a 

1,310 

10,904 

1857 

34,576 

11,305 

2,815 

251 

u 

1,266 

11,152 

1858 

30,160 

19,188 

1,693 

399 

u 

1,014 

10,565 

1859 

41,962 

26,050 

757 

480 

a 

1,059 

13,018 

Our  Dictionary  for  the  Blind,  printed  in  Roman 
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capitals,  is  nearly  completed.  It  will  be  a  valuable 
and  long-desired  addition  to  the  library  of  books 
printed  in  raised  letters. 

It  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  some  comprehensive 
plan  should  be  devised  for  uniting  all  the  Institutions 
and  States  in  providing  a  Printing  Fund  for  the  Blind, 
on  a  uniform  system.  We  need  a  regular  course  of 
Glass  Books,  and  a  series  of  well-selected  Reading 
Books  of  standard  literature.  We  need  more  Books  of 
Reference  in  a  condensed  form.  The  two  kinds  of  let- 
ters now  used  in  this  country  might  be  combined,  and 
thus  preserve  the  advantages  of  both.  The  Roman 
Capitals  with  the  Boston  Lower  Case,  as  modified, 
might  be  united  so  as  to  introduce  the  use  of  Capitals 
in  the  beginning  of  sentences  and  in  all  cases  where 
required,  as  in  the  print  for  seeing  persons.  This 
would  be  very  desirable  and  instructive  to  all  learners 
besides  the  advantage  of  their  acquiring  both  charac- 
ters at  the  same  time.  It  would  also  place  the  Ame- 
rican Institutions  in  closer  connection  with  those  of 
Great  Britain,  where  many  of  the  books  are  printed  in 
the  Roman  letter. 

Books  for  the  blind  should  not  only  be  largely  in- 
creased in  number,  but  furnished  at  a  lower  price. 
They  are  so  dear  (at  an  average  of  $2.50  to  $3.00  a 
volume),  as  to  place  them  beyond  the  reach  of  a  ma- 
jority of  blind  persons.  If  a  Printing  Fund  could  be 
raised  by  some  united  action,  favored  by  the  State 
Legislatures,  a  Congressional  donation  of  public  lands, 
and  by  private  contribution,  sufficient  to  prepare,  set 
up,  and  stereotype  a  series  of  books  as  indicated,  they 
could  be  furnished  to  Institutions  and  blind  persons  at 
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the  cost  of  paper  and  binding  only.  Larger  editions 
than  100,  200,  or  300  of  each  work,  as  at  present, 
could  be  printed  and  circulated,  reducing  the  cost  also 
in  proportion.  Some  effort,  in  this  direction,  it  is 
earnestly  to  be  hoped,  will  be  made  at  an  early  day. 

Several  valuable  measures  and  suggestions  were 
adopted  at  the  Convention  of  Superintendents  and 
Teachers  of  all  the  American  Institutions  for  the  Blind, 
held  in  New  York,  in  1853,  which  have  not  yet  been 
carried  into  effect  by  the  Committees  to  whom  the 
subjects  were  referred.  They  are  even  more  import- 
ant now  than  at  that  time. 

I  have  thus  aimed  to  present  a  plain  and  practical 
statement  of  the  condition  and  progress  of  our  own 
Institution,  with  some  suggestions  on  the  general  sys- 
tem and  policy,  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  would 
enlarge  the  usefulness  of  the  Institutions  of  our  coun- 
try, and  relieve  them  from  future  embarrassment. 

Grateful  to  the  Divine  Being  for  the   prosperous 
condition  of  the  Institution,  and  with  a  firm  reliance 
on  His  blessing  for  the  future,  this  Report  is 
Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  CHAPIN, 

January  2,  1860.  Principal. 


APPENDIX. 


STATEMENTS  EXHIBITING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 
MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

ARTICLES    MADE   IN    THE   INSTITUTION    IN    1859. 
BY    MALE    PUPILS    AND    WORKMEN. 

29,354  Hand-Scrubs, 
3,459  Hair  Brushes, 
2,046  Shoe       " 
1,667  Dusting  " 
1,228  Horse     " 

779  Wall       « 
1,436  Clamps, 

700  Window  and  Sweeping  Brushes, 

625  Cloth  Brushes, 

280  Hat 

225  Stove  and  Bedstead  Brushes, 

113  Printers,  Crumb,  and  Flesh  Brushes. 


41,912  Brushes,  total  value, 

.       $6,618  42 

25,723  Corn  Brooms  "}    u 
327  Whisk    "       j 

4,813  50 

757  Yards  of  Carpet,     . 

184  60 

480  Door  Mats,    .... 

341  62 

Total 

.     $11,958  14 

BY    FEMALE    PUPILS. 

3,442  Articles  of  Bead  Work, 
135  Tidies, 
37  Horse  Nets, 
318  Purses,  Lamp  Mats,  &c, 
Sewino:  for  the  House. 
Value, 

Total  value, 


1,059  98 
813,018  12 
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MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

DR. 

To  Value  of  finished  goods  on  hand,  January  1,  1859,  $2,819  15 

"  Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  same  date,       .          .  789  83 

"  Cost  of  material,  finishing,  &c.,  in  1859,          .         .  9,060  50 

"  Rent  of  store  in  Eighth  Street,       .         .         .         .  360  00 

"  Salary  and  commissions   to  salesman,  boy's  wages, 

porterages,  &c.,        ......  880  00 

"  Overwork  and  wages  paid  to  pupils  and  home  inmates,  3,138  64 

817,048  12 

CR. 

By  amount  of  sales  in  1859,  viz.  : 

At  the  Store,  S.  Eighth  Street,       .     §8,899  92 

At  the  Institution,         .         .         .       3,371  90 

$12,271  82 

"  Value  of  finished  goods  on  hand,  Jan'y  2,  1860,      .      3,572  52 

"  Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  January  2,  1860,     .  833  53 

"  Mattresses  and  other  articles  made  for  the  house,      .  50  00 


$16,727  87 
Balance  against  the  Manufacturing  Department,      320  25 

$17,048  12 
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LIST   OF   PUPILS. 


FROM    PENNSYLVANIA. 


MALES. 

NAMES. 

COUNTIES, 

Bennett,  William  H., 

Susquehanna. 

Bennett,  Charles, 

a 

Belles,  John  C, 

Butler. 

Boyer,  Jesse  M., 

it 

Boon,  Forrester, 

Philadelphia. 

Beardslee,  Clark, 

Wayne. 

Conrad,  Wm.  H., 

Somerset. 

Derringer,  John, 

Philadelphia. 

Dunn,  William, 

a 

Eccles,  Wm.  A., 

Fayette. 

Ford,  Michael, 

Philadelphia. 

Fish,  Augustus  D., 

Lycoming. 

Griffiths,  David, 

Schuylkill. 

Gunton,  John  S. 

Luzerne. 

Henry,  John, 

Northumberland 

Hent,  Edward  II., 

Philadelphia. 

Irwin,  Geo.  W., 

Chester. 

Jones,  William, 

Juniata. 

Kerr,  Samuel, 

Bucks. 

Kneass,  N.  B., 

Philadelphia. 

Lynch,  Berriah  M., 

Mercer. 

Leggett,  Emory, 

a 

Mangin,  Lawrence, 

Huntingdon. 

McCollin,  William, 

Philadelphia. 

McCreery,  Aquilla  C., 

a 

McVey,  William, 

a 

Nece,  Clark  D., 

Erie. 

Nesinyth,  Alfred, 

Philadelphia. 
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NAMES. 

COUNTIES. 

Owen,  John, 

Philadelphia. 

Owen,  John, 

Alleghany. 

Ousterhout,  Wm., 

a 

Pitcher,  James  II., 

Philadelphia. 

Pollock,  John, 

ii 

Pontefract,  Edward, 

Beaver. 

Peiffer,  John  G., 

Crawford. 

Righter,  John  E., 

Montgomery. 

Stahlnecker,  Wm.  II., 

Lehigh. 

Smith,  Augustus  C, 

Philadelphia. 

Smith,  Joseph, 

York. 

Shields,  Hugh, 

Jefferson. 

Springer,  James, 

Fayette. 

Schoolman,  Augustus, 

York. 

Williams,  Michael, 

Franklin. 

Wolverton,  Thomas, 

Philadelphia. 

Wood,  James, 

Fayette. 

Walters,  Hanson, 

u 

York,  William, 

Philadelphia. 

FEMALES. 

Balles,  Rosanna, 

Philadelphia. 

Bennett,  Emily, 

Susquehanna. 

Boyer,  Emma, 

Berks. 

Burke,  Joanna, 

Philadelphia. 

Blottenberry,  Sarah, 

Luzerne. 

Clarke,  Ann  Amelia, 

Jefferson. 

Clarke,  Catharine, 

Philadelphia. 

Campbell,  Hannah, 

Franklin. 

Coulton,  Jane  E., 

Philadelphia. 

Clarke,  Mary, 

u 

Greenwalt,  Mary, 

a 

Gardner,  Virginia, 

u 

Graves,  Rosabella, 

Alleghany. 

Gordon,  Laura  Louisa, 

Luzerne. 

Haslem,  Ellen, 

Philadelphia. 

Hogg,  Hannah, 

u 

Howard,  Emma  J., 

a 

Helems,  Emily, 

Luzerne. 
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NAMES. 


Kibby,  Mary  A.  L., 
Lafore,  Lisetta, 
Lyle,  Rachel, 
McCullough,  Isabella, 
Maloy,  Annie, 
Martin,  Bridget, 
McCabe,  Bridget, 
Nichol,  Nancy  V., 
Pitner,  Martha  T., 
Pettit,  Elizabeth, 
Powell,  Rosanna, 
Quinlivin,  Mary, 
Quinlivin,  Margaret, 
Roberts,  Emeline, 
Smith,  A.  Almina, 
Starrett,  Elizabeth, 
Shale,  M.  Ellen, 
Shale,  Sarah, 
Stark,  Eliza  M., 
Smith,  E.  Eleanor, 
Smart,  Emma, 
Silberman,  Rosalie, 
Wills,  Rebecca, 
Winslow,  Mary  Lydia, 
White,  Emma  E  , 
Williams,  Elizabeth, 
Wyle o ,  Margaret, 
Walton,  Martha  M., 


Philadelphia. 
a 

u 

a 

Bucks. 
a 

Philadelphia. 

Schuylkill. 

Northumberland. 

Lycoming. 

Luzerne. 

Alleghany. 

u 

Philadelphia. 
Erie. 

Philadelphia. 
Lycoming. 

a 

Philadelphia. 

York. 

Philadelphia. 
a 

Montgomery. 
Philadelphia. 

Luzerne. 
Philadelphia 


FROM    NEW    JERSEY. 

Glarton,  N.  B.  (a  blind  mute),  Cumberland. 

Hall,  Euphemia  M.,  Mercer. 

Smith,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Hunterdon. 

Cosaboone,  Sarah,  Atlantic. 

Robinson,  Anna  E.,  JMorris. 

Shurtz,  Mary,  Hunterdon. 

McDonough,  Middlesex. 

Bessler    T   ^ob,  Camden. 
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FROM  DELAWARE. 


NAMES. 

COUNTIES. 

Hollingsworth,  Jos.  F., 

New  Castle. 

Reybold,  George, 

a 

Reybold,  John, 

cc 

Jefferson,  Joshua, 

Sussex. 

FROM  ALL  OTHER  PLACES. 


McHenry,  James  Noel, 
Raynor,  Penelope, 
Farley,  Ellen, 
Marriott,  Edward, 

ASSISTANTS. 
McMillan,  William, 
Mallett,  Mary  Ann, 
Gill,  Maria, 
Fennimore,  Elizabeth  A.; 

IN   THE   HOME. 


Georgia. 

it 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Maryland. 

Hildreth,  Hannah, 
Lynch,  Sarah, 
Karrigan,  Ambrose, 
Weaver,  Peter. 


Besant,  Peter, 
Cruser,  Matilda, 
Cruser,  Catharine, 
Cormany,  Maria, 
Carolin,  Thomas, 
Donnelly,  Mary, 
Doherty,  Eliza, 
Fithian,  Annie, 

ADULTS    IN   THE 
Brown,  Thomas, 
Coyle,  James, 
Crilly,  Michael, 
Cheetham,  Jos.  M., 
Dewson,  Henry, 
Dacy,  Thomas, 
Folwell,  Jas.  M., 
Gribben,  Thomas, 
Gilmore,  William, 
Hamilton,  James, 
Horen,  Edward, 


Gutzlaff,  Fanny, 
Kinny,  Michael, 
Lawrence,  R.  L., 
McClosky,  James, 
Osborne,  Eliza, 
Pfahler,  Catharine, 
Wilson,  Elizabeth  A. 

WORK   DEPARTMENT. 

Kepner,  John, 
Morgan,  John, 
McManus,  Wm., 
Moran,  Wm., 
Marsh,  Simon, 
McLean,  Hugh, 
Nichols,  John, 
Riley,  Bernard, 
Wall,     :  ^  hew, 
White,  Tliomas 
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TERMS 

FOR  THE  ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 

Pay  pupils  are  charged  two  hundred  dollars  a  year,  which  includes 
board,  instruction,  and  medical  attendance. 

Blind  children,  in  indigent  circumstances,  from  the  States  of  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  are  provided  for  by  those  States, 
respectively,  for  the  term  of  five  to  eight  years. 

The  most  suitable  time  for  admission  is  between  the  ages  of  ten 
and  fifteen  years.  Pupils  are  not  usually  received  under  ten,  nor 
over  seventeen  years  of  age,  except  for  a  more  limited  period,  to  learn 
some  useful  handicraft. 

Applications  may  be  addressed  to  Franklin  Peale,  Esq.,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Admission  and  Discharge,  or  to  the  Principal. 

Vacation  continues  two  months — from  1st  July  to  1st  September. 
Pupils  should  commence  with  the  term  in  September,  if  possible. 


FORM  OF  A  LEGACY. 

I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  "  The  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  in  Philadelphia,  and  their 
successors  forever  (if  real  estate),  all  that,  &c.  j  (if  personal),  the  sum 
of,  &c. 


j 
i 
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TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  Institution  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  Twentieth  and  Race 
Streets,  and  is  convenient  of  access  by  several  City  Passenger  Rail- 
roads, viz.,  the  Race  and  Vine,  and  the  Arch  Street  Lines. 

The  Institution  is  open  to  visitors  every  Wednesday  Afternoon, 
at  3  o'clock,  when  an  opportunity  is  afforded  to  examine  the  Work- 
rooms. At  3 £  o'clock  an  Exhibition  is  given — consisting  of  vocal 
and  instrumental  music,  and  exercises  with  the  apparatus  used  in  the 
instruction  of  the  pupils. 

Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  accommodating  the  large  crowds  that 
attend  these  exhibitions,  when  free,  a  small  admission  fee  is  charged 
at  the  door.  The  fund  thus  collected  is  appropriated  in  outfits  to 
graduate  pupils,  on  leaving  the  Institution. 

Fancy  articles  and  brushes  are  offered  for  sale,  before  and  after  the 
Exhibition,  in  the  female  pupils  Work-rooms. 

The  Store  of  the  Institution  is  at  No.  11  South  Eighth  Street, 
for  the  sale  of  goods  manufactured  by  the  pupils  and  blind  workmen  j 
where  Corn  Brooms,  Hair  Brushes,  Cloth,  Hat,  Shoe,  and  Horse 
Brushes,  tland-Scrubs,  Door-mats,  of  coir,  manilla,  and  jute;  and  Rag 
Carpet,  all  made  of  the  best  materials,  are  furnished,  wholesale  and 
retail,  at  the  lowest  market  prices. 

Grocers  and  other  dealers  are  particularly  invited  to  examine  the 
above  articles.     Exchanges  will  be  made  for  groceries  at  cash  prices. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    TIIE 


MANAGERS 


OF    THE 


PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 


FOR    THE 


INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 


PRESENTED    TO    THE    ASSOCIATION, 


At  their  Annual  Meeting,  December  20th,  1860. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

JOHN  C.  CLARK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  230  DOCK  STREET. 

1861. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CORPORATORS, 


ANNUAL  MEETING,  DECEMBER  20,  1S60. 


The  Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Contributors  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind  was  held 
at  the  Institution,  pursuant  to  the  usual  call,  on  Thursday,  December 
20,  1860,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  G-.  Waterman,  Mr.  Samuel  Breck  was  called 
to  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Robert  P.  Kane  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read. 

Mr.  Waterman,  on  the  part  of  the  retiring  Board,  presented  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  and  Principal  of  the  Institution, 
together  with  certain  documents  forming  a  part  thereof,  which  were 
read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cresson,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Managers  and  Principal,  and  the 
accompanying  documents  presented  by  Mr.  Waterman,  be  referred  to  the  Board 
of  Managers  to  be  this  day  elected,  with  authority  to  publish  the  same,  or  such 
parts  thereof  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 

Mr.  Napoleon  B.  Kneass  presented  the  following  Preamble  and  Re- 
solution; which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morris  Patterson,  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  This  Institution  possesses  the  necessary  press  and  type,  and  has  at 
its  command  facilities  for  printing; 

Resolved,  That  the  contributors  earnestly  recommend  to  the  incoming  Board  of 
Managers  for  their  favorable  consideration  the  propriety  of  printing  additional 
works  for  the  use  of  the  Blind. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waterman,  the  Meeting  then  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Board  of  Managers  and  Officers  of  the  Institution  to 
serve  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Mr.  John  C.  Cresson  and  Mr.  Pierce 
Butler,  Tellers. 

The  Tellers  reported  the  following  named  gentlemen  as  having  been 
duly  elected  : 


PATRON. 

His  Excellency,  ANDREW  Gh  CURTIN, 

GOVERNOR   OF    THE    STATE. 
PRESIDENT. 

SAMUEL  BRECK. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

A.  G-.  WATERMAN, 
J.  FRANCIS  FISHER, 
FRANKLIN  PEALE, 
THOMAS  S.  KIRKBRIDE,  M.D. 

CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY.^ 

JOHN  C.  CRESSON. 

RECORDING    SECRETARY. 

ROBERT  P.  KANE. 

TREASURER. 

ROBERT  PATTERSON. 

CONSULTING    PHYSICIAN. 

CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.D. 

CONSULTING    SURGEON. 

WM.  BYRD  PAGE,  M.D. 


MANAGERS. 
IlOBLEY    DUNGLTSON,    M.D.,  PlERCE    BUTLER, 

Alfred  L.  Elwyn,  M.D.,  James  Dundas, 

A.  Y.  Parsons,  John  Wiegand, 

Wm.  R.  Lejee,  Napoleon  B.  Kneass, 

Morris  Patterson,  William  Camac, 

Thomas  C.  James,  James  S.  Biddle, 

Casper  Morris,  M.D.  Edward  Townsend. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 

ROBERT  P.  KANE, 

Secretary. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

FINANCE. 

William  It.  Lejee,  Pierce  Butler, 

James  Dundas,  James  S.  Biddle. 

INSTRUCTION. 

Robley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  A.  L.  Elwyn,  M.D., 

J.  Francis  Fisher,     *  John  0.  Cresson, 

Casper  Morris,  M.D. 

HOUSEHOLD. 

A.  Gr.  Waterman,  Morris  Patterson, 

T.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.D.,  Napoleon  B.  Kncass, 

John  Wiei>and. 

O 

ADMISSION    AND    DISCHARGE. 

Franklin  Peale,  A.  V.  Parsons, 

WTilliam  M.  Camac,  M.D. 

HOME. 

Thomas  C.  James,  A.  Gr.  Waterman, 

Franklin  Peale,  John  C.  Cresson, 

Edward  Townsend. 

FEMALE   VISITORS. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Kane,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Elwyn, 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Waterman,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Cresson, 

Mrs.  F.  Peale,  Mrs.  John  Butler. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

PRINCIPAL. 

William  Chapin,  A.M. 

PRINCIPAL    TEACHERS. 

Edward  P.  Capp,  Mary  E.  Woodward. 

ASSISTANT    TEACHERS. 

Sarah  J.  McIntire,  Mary  A.  Mallette, 

Elizabeth  A.  Fennimore,         Sarah  Lynch. 

TEACHER    OF    MUSIC. 

Ernest  Pfeiffer. 

ASSISTANTS. 

John  Righter,  Peter  Weaver, 

Maria  Gill. 

PREFECT. 

William  L.  Humphreys. 

MASTER    OF    HANDICRAFT. 

Edwin  T.  McIntire. 

ASSISTANT. 

William  McMillen. 

TEACHER    OF    BROOM-MAKING. 

C.  H.  Shaw. 

TEACHER    OF    MAT-MAKING. 

William  Carrigan. 

MISTRESS    OF    HANDICRAFT. 

Leah  Ann  Sharpless. 

MATRON. 

Mrs.  Eliza  White. 

ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Rebecca  Collins. 

SALESMAN. 

Charles  Kelly. 

VISITING    PHYSICIANS. 

S.  Weir  Mitchell,  M.D. 
Richard  J.  Dunglison,  M.D. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


It  is  made  my  duty,  by  custom,  to  introduce  the 
Annual  Report  of  our  Institution  to  the  notice  of  our 
Legislature,  and  to  those  of  New  Jersey  and  Delaware, 
and  to  our  patrons  generally. 

By  the  generous  aid  derived  from  them  all,  and 
especially  our  own  Commonwealth,  we  are  enabled  to 
board  and  instruct  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  pupils. 

This  large  school  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  steadily 
occupied  in  the  studies  of  a  liberal  system  of  English 
literature,  mathematics,  music,  and  handicraft.  In  each 
of  these,  the  application  of  the  pupils  is  commendable  ; 
and  in  some  departments  of  manufacturing  industry, 
their  assiduity  produces  remarkable  results.  I  may 
give  the  two  following  articles  as  an  example. 

In  the  workshop  of  the  men,  thirty-four  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty  brushes,  and  twenty-seven 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  brooms  were  made  in 
ten  months.     And  this  spirit  of  untiring  labor  would 
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reach  a  degree  of  intensity,  were  they  allowed  even  to 
prolong  their  hours  of  labor  later  into  the  night :  for 
darkness  is  no  obstacle  to  their  pursuits. 

The  value  of  the  work  done  by  male  and  female 
pupils  is  nearly  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

At  our  Press,  the  first,  and  as  yet  the  only  English 
dictionary  for  the  blind  extant,  has  been  printed  in 
raised  letters,  in  three  bulky  volumes,  and  is  very  ac- 
ceptable to  every  scholar  bereft  of  sight. 

We  repeat  again,  with  beseeching  earnestness,  our 
desire  to  have  the  "Home"  remembered  in  the  testa- 
mentary bequests  of  the  charitable. 
On  behalf  of  the  Managers, 

SAMUEL  BRECK, 

President. 


REPORT   OF   THE   PRINCIPAL. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  : 

I  am  happy  to  report  the  good  health,  increasing 
number,  and  progressive  usefulness  of  the  Institution, 
during  the  past  year. 

The  number  of  pupils  at  the  present  time,  (Dec.  1st, 
I860,)  including  those  in  "The  Home"  and  workshop, 
is  one  hundred  and  sixty-five. 


On  the  1st  January,  1860,  there  were 
Discharged,  or  left  during  the  year, 

Died, 

Received  during  the  year,    . 


Remaining, 


Of  this  number  there  are 

From  Pennsylvania,     . 
"     New  Jersey, 
"     Delaware, 
"     All  other  places, 


Total, 


153 

14 

1 

27 
165 


165 


Twenty -four  of  these  contribute  chiefly  or  in  part  to 
their  own  support,  as  assistant  teachers,  or  by  their  in- 
dustry. Eight  are  pay  pupils  in  full  or  in  part.  Six- 
teen are  in  "The  Home,"  and  four  are  day  scholars. 

The  teachers  and  officers  have  devoted  themselves 
faithfully  to  their  respective  duties. 
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One  death  only  has  occurred — John  Pollock — an 
amiable  and  industrious  young  man. 

The  branches  taught  during  the  year  were — Read- 
ing, Writing,  Pin-type  Printing,  Orthography  including 
the  Dictionary  with  Definitions,  Etymology  with  Latin 
Roots,  Grammar,  Geography  with  Globe  and  Maps, 
Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Physiology,  Natural 
History,  Natural  Philosophy,  History,  Moral  Science, 
"  Useful  Knowledge,"  Physical  Geography  with  the 
Elements  of  Geology,  and  General  Literature.  Gym- 
nastic exercises  claim  a  special  hour  daily. 

The  pupils  are  always  occupied,  except  in  the  fre- 
quent regular  recesses.  This  is  the  true  secret  of  the 
cheerfulness  which  ever  prevails  in  our  large  household. 
Want  of  occupation,  incident  to  so  many  of  the  un- 
educated blind,  is  the  real  misfortune  of  blindness. 

Eight  hours  a  day  are  devoted  to  school  studies, 
music,  and  work.  Four  evenings  a  week  to  hearing 
reading  and  a  lecture.  A  ten  minute  recess  occurs  at 
the  close  of  every  hour.  The  exercises  and  recreations 
are  thus  pleasantly  varied.  Contentment  and  good 
health  are  the  natural  results. 

The  Musical  Department  sustains  its  creditable  con- 
dition. The  orchestra  consists  of  thirty  instruments.* 
Four  hours  a  week  are  devoted  to  the  instruction  and 


First  Violins, 

6 

Clarionets,    . 

2 

Second  Violins,     , 

6 

Horns, 

2 

Alto,     . 

2 

Trumpets,     . 

Violoncello, . 

1 

Field  Drum, 

1 

Contra  Bassi, 

2 

Large  Drum, 

1 

Flutes, 

2 

Triangle, 

1 

Octave  Flute, 

1 

— 

Hautboy, 

1 

Total,     . 

.       30 
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practice  of  the  orchestra,  by  Mr.  E.  Pfeiffer,  principal 
teacher  of  music.  The  performances  comprise  some  of 
the  finest  overtures  and  other  compositions  of  eminent 
masters.     There  is  an  effective  chorus  of  forty  voices. 

The  Institution  is  furnished  with  one  large  church 
organ,  one  small  organ,  and  fourteen  pianos  (one  grand), 
four  of  which  are  new.  Several  of  the  pupils  and 
former  graduates  have  charge  of  church  organs  in  this 
city  and  elsewhere.  Some  are  successful  as  teachers  of 
the  piano  and  tuners. 

The  Wednesday  afternoon  musical  exercises  con- 
tinue to  be  attended  by  large  numbers.  The  small 
charge  at  the  door,  originally  adopted  as  the  most  con- 
venient regulation  for  the  public  and  ourselves,  has 
provided  a  benevolent  fund,  from  which  every  worthy 
graduate  receives  an  outfit  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
dollars.  Several  thousand  dollars  have  been,  in  this 
way,  presented  as  a  free  gift  to  the  graduates. 

By  reference  to  the  accounts  of  wares  made  and  sold, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  Work  Department  continues  to 
be  successful,  and  extensively  useful  in  giving  mecha- 
nical instruction  and  employment  to  a  large  number  of 
blind  persons.  The  value  of  manufactured  work,  during 
the  year  of  ten  months,  estimating  for  the  month  of 
December,  is  $12,717. 

The  number  of  Brushes  made  was    .         .         .       *34,680 
"  Brooms  "         .         .         .         27,410 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  progress  of  the 
Manufacturing  Department  for  the  past  ten  years : 

*  Estimated  for  December,  the  fiscal  year  closing  with  November. 
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BRUSHES. 

BROOMS. 

MATS. 

YARDS 
CARPET. 

girls'  work 

VALUE. 

TOTAL 
VALUE. 

1851 

27,926 

none 

320 

361 

$660 

84,784 

1852 

32,090 

u 

922 

750 

886 

5,756 

1853 

31,576 

a 

651 

1,733 

1,200 

7,022 

1854 

34,566 

a 

66 

2,542 

1,544 

8,368 

1855 

33,813 

2,263 

222 

1,842 

1,224 

9,968 

1856 

35,518 

8,430 

332 

2,633 

1,310 

10,904 

1857 

34,576 

11,305 

251 

2,815 

1,266 

11,152 

1858 

30,160 

19,188 

399 

1,693 

1,014 

10,567 

1859 

41,960 

26,050 

480 

757 

1,059 

13,018 

1860 

*34,680 

*27,410 

460 

1,385 

962 

12,717 

Broom-making  continues  to  be  a  favorite  branch  with 
the  pupils,  especially  with  the  adults.  Its  advantages 
have  been  particularly  stated  in  previous  reports.  These 
are,  principally, — 

1.  The  whole  art  is  easily  acquired  by  a  blind  person. 

2.  It  can  be  followed  in  any  agricultural  district 
where  broom  corn  may  be  procured. 

3.  It  requires  a  very  small  capital  to  start  it. 
These  are  important  requisites  for  the  Institution  as 

well  as  for  the  workman.  In  the  growing  population 
of  blind  persons  in  every  State,  and  the  increasing 
number  of  applicants  for  instruction  in  industrial  occu- 
pations to  relieve  their  otherwise  deplorable  condition, 
it  is  a  question  of  some  urgency  how  these  reasonable 
claims  may  be  met  and  disposed  of. 

Every  State  in  the  Union  has  now  liberally  opened 
its  hand  in  the  foundation  and  support  of  an  Institu- 
tion for  instructing  their  Blind  in  knowledge  and 
handicraft.     And  it  is  expected  to  be  done  by  those 


*  Estimated  for  December,  the  fiscal  year  closing  with  November. 
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who  devote  their  thought  and  experience  wholly  to  the 
subject.     On  them  properly  rests  the  responsibility. 

Many  applicants,  especially  in  the  more  populous 
States,  are  adults, — those  who  have  been  overlooked  in 
youth,  or  have  become  blind  in  later  years.  In  good 
health,  mentally  and  physically,  their  single  disability 
is  blindness ;  and  it  may  be  they  are  in  poverty  and 
friendless.  No  legislature  will  refuse  to  provide  what 
they  most  need, — an  occupation  for  self-support.  Re- 
jected by  the  Institutions  founded  by  the  State,  they 
must  be  thrown,  as  unhappy  dependents,  upon  society. 
If  this  becomes  their  sad  fate,  it  is  no  fault  of  theirs. 
They  ask  not  alms  but  employment. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  unreasonable  for  the  community 
to  expect  that  these  Institutions  will  open  their  doors 
and  shape  their  policy  so  as  to  instruct  such  adults  in 
useful  trades,  and  send  them  to  country  towns  or  other 
localities,  with  a  moderate  outfit,  when  necessary.  The 
broom  business  is  especially  adapted  to  this.  The  other 
branches  usually  followed,  viz.,  mattress  and  brush- 
making,  are  not  well  fitted  for  country  districts.  Many 
of  the  blind  workmen  in  these  trades  must  depend  to 
some  extent  on  employment  by  the  Institutions. 

I  am  happy  to  announce  the  completion  at  this  In- 
stitution, in  the  raised  type,  of  a  "  Dictionary  of  the 
English  Language,"  in  three  large  volumes.*     It  is 

*  The  plan  and  object  of  this  important  contribution  to  the  literature  of 
the  Blind  are  thus  stated  in  the  preface : 

"  Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  a  Dictionary  of  the  English 
Language,  to  which  the  Blind  might  refer  with  confidence  in  their  difficul- 
ties, and  which  should  be  as  brief  and  yet  as  comprehensive  as  practicable, 
the  present  work  was  undertaken  by  the  undersigned,  under  appointment 
by  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruc- 
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the  first  dictionary  printed  in  raised  letters,  and  may 
be  regarded,  next  to  the  Bible,  as  the  most  valuable 
work  ever  printed  for  the  blind. 

The  Boston  Press  continues  to  furnish  occasionally 
valuable  additions  to  the  library  for  the  blind,  which  is 
still  quite  inadequate  to  their  growing  wants. 

A  project  for  raising  a  printing  fund  was  started  in 
Mississippi,  a  few  years  since,  by  Mr.  Sherrod,  a  blind 
gentleman,  which  is  stated  to  be  so  far  successful  as  to 
receive  the  aid  of  two  of  the  Southern  State  Legislatures, 
and  a  considerable  amount  in  private  subscriptions. 
In  pursuance  of  the  object,  a  "  Printing  House"  has 
been  organized  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  composed  of  the 
respectable  Board  of  Managers  and  the  Director  of  the 
Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind.  The  early  prac- 
tical operation  of  this  enterprise  is  most  desirable.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  a  systematic  course  of  class  or  text 

tion  of  the  Blind.  In  its  preparation  the  admirable  '  Comprehensive  Pro- 
nouncing and  Explanatory  Dictionary'  of  Dr.  Worcester  was  made  the 
basis ;  but  numerous  modifications,  additions,  and  omissions  were  required 
to  adapt  it  for  its  special  object. 

"  A  Dictionary  for  the  Blind  has  long  been  much  needed,  and  it  is  here 
attempted  to  supply  the  deficiency.  The  plan  has  been  to  make  the  work 
comprehensive  in  words  of  general  use  with  concise  definitions,  omitting 
chiefly  those  which  are  technical  and  cognate  words  of  such  obvious  mean- 
ing that  their  insertion  would  be  unnecessary.  Notwithstanding  this  rigidly 
concise  rule,  the  great  space  required  by  the  raised  print  has  extended  the 
work  to  three  large  volumes. 

"Nothing,  it  is  believed,  has  been  omitted  that  is  requisite  for  its  com- 
pleteness. It  has  been  necessarily  some  years  in  passing  through  the  press, 
and  has  required  no  little  time  and  attention  in  the  preparation  and  adapta- 
tion of  the  copy,  and  in  the  revision  of  the  proofs. 

"  William  Chapin,  A.M.,  Principal, 

u  With  the  aid  and  supervision  of 

"Robley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  LL.D., 
"  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Instruction.'1 
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books,  in  a  concise  and  comprehensive  form,  may  soon 
receive  their  attention. 

Since  our  last  report  an  interesting  deaf  and  dumb 
and  blind  boy  has  been  received,  for  whom  a  special 
teacher  is  employed.  He  has  made  very  little  progress 
in  language  or  letters  yet,  but  his  improvement  in  all 
other  respects  has  been  very  gratifying.  He  has  re- 
markable constructive  powers,  which  may  be  turned  to 
good  account  for  his  future  welfare.  Much  credit  is 
due  to  Miss  Jane  Brown,  his  faithful  and  persevering 
teacher,  for  the  success  that  has  thus  far  attended  her 
efforts. 

Our  other  blind  mute,  Nathaniel  Garton,  from  New 
Jersey,  continues  to  be  daily  occupied  as  one  of  our 
most  skilful  and  industrious  brush-makers. 

The  "Home,"  for  industrious  graduates,  contains  six- 
teen members,  four  males  and  twelve  females,  and  is  in 
successful  operation.  The  experience  of  this  depart- 
ment demonstrates  the  wisdom  of  its  foundation;  and 
it  may  be  fairly  regarded  as  a  permanent  and  most 
benevolent  branch  of  this  Institution. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  hoped  this  brief  statement  of  the 
healthy  condition  of  the  Institution,  and  of  the  good 
accomplished  during  the  year  past,  will  be  satisfactory 
to  the  friends  of  the  Blind, — and  give  renewed  cause 
of  thankfulness  to  the  Divine  Being  who  has  so  merci- 
fully blessed  our  labors. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  CHAPIN, 

Dec.  1.]  860.  Principal. 


APPENDIX. 


STATEMENTS  EXHIBITING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 
MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

ARTICLES    MADE    IN    THE    INSTITUTION    IN    1860. 
BY   MALE    PUPILS    AND   WORKMEN. 

22,277  Hand-Scrubs, 
2,766  Hair  Brushes, 
1,941  Shoe       " 
1,976  Dusting" 

946  Horse     " 

836  Wall       " 
1,546  Clamps   " 

510  Window  and  Sweeping  Brushes, 

843  Cloth  Brushes, 

261  Hat         " 

424  Stove  and  Bedstead  Brushes, 

354  Hearth,  Printers',  and  Crumb  Brushes. 


34,680  Brushes,  total  value, 
27,362  Corn  Brooms, 
48  Whisks, 
1,426  Yards  of  Carpet,     . 
446  Door  Mats,    . 

Amount, 


.   $5,806 

91 

5,258 

01 

363 

52 

326 

88 

,  811,755 

32 

MADE    BY    FEMALE    PUPILS. 

4,200  Articles  of  Bead  Work,  Tidies,  Quilts,  Purses, 
Lamp  Mats,  Knitting,  and  Plain  Sewing,  value, 


902  28 


Total  value, 


$12,717  60 
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MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

DR. 

To  Value  of  finished  goods  on  hand,  January  1,  I860,    .     $3,572  52 

"  Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  same  date,         .          .  833  53 

"  Cost  of  raw  material,  finishing,  &c.,  in  1860,    .          .  9,612  43 

<'   Rent  of  store,  S.  Eighth  Street,       .          .          .          .  360  00 
"   Salary  and    commission    to    salesman,  boy's  wages, 

porterages,  &c,         .         .         .         .         .         .  732  53 

Overwork  and  wages  to  pupils  and  home  inmates,           .  2,916  88 


$18,027  89 
Balance  in  favor  of  Manufacturing  Department,      .  985  23 


819,013  12 


CR. 


By  amount  of  sales  in  1860,  viz. : 

At  the  Store,  S.  Eighth  Street,  $8,379  81 

At  the  Institution,    .         .         .         .4,175  83 

$12,555  67 

u   Value  of  finished  goods  on  hand,     ....       3,435  69 

u   Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,        ....       2,836  76 


•'    Mattresses  and  other  articles  made  for  the  house,       .  185  00 


$19,013  12 

Note. — .The   salaries  of  teachers  of  handicraft   are  charged   to  Instruction 
Account. 
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LIST    OF    PUPILS. 


FROM  PENNSYLVANIA. 


MALES. 


Bailey,  George  W.  (a  blind  mute), 

Baker,  Samuel, 

Beardslee,  Clark, 

Belles,  John  C, 

Bennett,  Charles, 

Bennett,  William  H.? 

Boon,  Forrester, 

Boyer,  Jesse  C, 

Conrad,  William  H., 

Dunn,  William, 

Eceles,  William  A., 

Fish,  Augustus  D., 

Ford,  Michael, 

Fox,  George  P., 

Gildea,  John, 

Gilleland,  David, 

Griffths,  David, 

Gunton,  John  S., 

Hackford,  George, 

Henry,  John, 

Hent,  Edward  H.? 

Irwin,  George  W., 

Leggett,  Emory, 

Lynch,  Beriah  M., 

Mangan,  Lawrence, 

McCollin,  William, 

McCreery,  Aquila  M., 


Philadelphia. 
a 

Wayne. 

Butler. 

Susquehanna. 

Manayunk. 

Perry. 

Somerset. 

Philadelphia. 

Fayette. 

Lycoming. 

Philadelphia. 

a 

Carbon. 

Philadelphia. 

Schuylkill. 

Luzerne. 

Philadelphia. 

Northumberland. 

Philadelphia. 

Chester. 

Mercer. 

u 

Huntingdon. 
Philadelphia. 
Indiana. 
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McVey,  William, 
Nece,  Clark  D., 
Ousterhout,  William, 
Owens,  John, 
Owens,  John, 
Peiffer,  John  G., 
Pitcher,  James  H., 
Pontefract,  Edward, 
Schaal,  Gottleib, 
Schoolman,  August, 
Shields,  Hugh, 
Smith,  Augustus  C, 
Smith,  Joseph, 
Springer,  James, 
Stahlnecker,  William  H., 
Tobyn,  David, 
Walters,  Hanson, 
Wilkison,  Charles, 
Williams,  Michael, 
Wood,  James, 
Woolverton,  Thomas, 
Young,  Oliver, 


COUNTIES. 

Philadelphia. 

Erie. 

Susquehanna. 

Philadelphia. 

Alleghany. 

Crawford. 

Philadelphia. 

Beaver. 

Philadelphia. 

York. 

Jefferson. 

Philadelphia. 

York. 

Fayette. 

Lehigh. 

Philadelphia. 

Fayette. 

Mifflin. 

Franklin. 

Fayette. 

Philadelphia. 


FEMALES. 


Balles,  Rosanna, 
Bennett,  Emily, 
Boyer,  Emma, 
Burk,  Joanna, 
Campbell,  Hannah, 
Clark,  Ann  Amelia, 
Clark,  Catharine, 
Coulton,  Jane  E., 
Gardner,  Virginia, 
Gordon,  Laura  L., 
Graves,  Rosabella, 
Greenwalt,  Mary, 
Gryder,  Florence  A., 
Haslem,  Ellen, 


Philadelphia. 

Susquehanna. 

Berks. 

Philadelphia. 

Franklin. 

Jefferson. 

Philadelphia. 


Luzerne. 

Alleghany. 

Philadelphia. 

Lancaster. 

Philadelphia. 
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NAMES. 

Helms,  Emily, 
Hogg,  Hannah, 
Horner,  Mary, 
Howard,  Emma  J., 
Kessler,  Susan, 
Kibbey,  Mary  A.  L., 
Kienzle,  Frederica, 
Lafore,  Lisetta, 
Lyle,  Bachel, 
Maloy,  Annie, 
Martin,  Bridget, 
Martin,  Mary  Ann, 
MeCabe,  Bridget, 
Neill,  Mary  J., 
Nichols,  Nancy  V., 
Pettit,  Elizabeth, 
Pitner,  Martha  T., 
Powell,  Iiosanna, 
Price,  Mary  Ann, 
Quinlivin,  Mary, 
Quinlivin,  Margaret, 
Roberts,  Emeline, 
Roseberry,  Margaret  E.. 
Shale,  M.  Ellen, 
Shale,  Sarah, 
Smart,  Emma, 
Smith,  A.  Almira, 
Smith,  E.  Eleanor, 
Stark,  Eliza  M., 
Starrett,  Elizabeth, 
Taylor,  Alice  L., 
Walton,  Martha  W., 
White,  Emma, 
Williams,  Elizabeth, 
Winslow,  Mary  L., 
Worthington,  Ellen, 
Weylen,  Margaret, 


Luzerne. 

Philadelphia. 

Beaver. 

Philadelphia. 

Perry. 

Philadelphia. 


Bucks. 
a 

Philadelphia. 

Manayunk. 

Alleghany. 

Schuylkill. 

Lycoming. 

Northumberland. 

Luzerne. 

Mifflin. 

Alleghany. 

a 

Philadelphia. 

Blair. 

Lycoming. 
it 

Philadelphia. 

Erie. 

York. 

Philadelphia. 
u 

Mercer. 

Philadelphia. 
n 

Luzerne. 
Philadelphia. 
Bucks. 
Philadelphia. 
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DAY 

PUPILS. 

NAMES. 

COUNTIES. 

Colvill,  Robert, 

Philadelphia 

Kneass,  Napoleon  B., 

a 

Nesmith,  Alfred, 

a 

Penrose,  Nathan, 

u 

FROM  NEW  JERSEY. 

Bessler,  Jacob,  Camden. 

Cossabone,  Sarah,  Atlantic. 

Eldred,  Lucy,  Camden. 

Garton,  Nathaniel  B.  (a  blind  mute),  Cumberland. 

Hall,  Euphemia  M.,  Mercer. 

McDonough,  John,  Middlesex. 

Robinson,  Anna  E.,  Morris. 

Shurtz,  Mary,  Hunterdon. 
Smith,  Mary  E.,  " 

FROM   DELAWARE. 

Hollingsworth,  Joseph  F.,  New  Castle. 

Jefferson,  Joshua,  Sussex. 

Reybold,  George,  New  Castle. 
Reybold,  John,  " 


FROM  ALL  OTHER  PLACES. 


Campbell,  Walter  H., 
Farley,  Ellen, 
McHenry,  J.  Noel, 
Raynor,  Penelope, 


Ohio. 
Washington,  D.C. 


Georgia. 


ADULTS  IN  THE  WORK  DEPARTMENT. 


Alexander,  Cyrus  D., 
Brown,  Thomas, 
Chectham,  Joseph  M., 
Crilley,  Michael, 
Dacy,  Thomas, 
Day,  Isaac, 
Emmons,  William, 


Folwell,  James  M., 
Gilmore,  William, 
Gribbin,  Thomas, 
Hamilton,  James, 
Horen,  Edward, 
Kepner,  John, 
Learn,  Isaiah, 
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Marsh,  Simeon, 

Nichols,  John, 

McManus,  Wm., 

Riley,  Bernard, 

Moran,  William, 

Stinsman,  Wesley, 

Morgan,  John, 

Wall,  Matthew. 

ASSISTANTS. 

McMillan,  William, 

Pennsylvania. 

Righter,  John, 

a 

Weaver,  Peter, 

a 

Fennimore,  Elizabeth  A., 

New  Jersey. 

Gill,  Maria, 

Pennsylvania. 

Lynch,  Sarah, 

U 

Hildreth,  Hannah, 

New  Jersey. 

Mallett,  Mary  Ann, 

Pennsylvania. 

IN  THE  HOME. 

Besant,  Peter, 

Pennsylvania. 

Carolin,  Thomas, 

a 

Kinney,  Michael, 

a 

McCIoskey,  James, 

a 

Cormany,  Maria, 

u 

Cruser,  Catharine, 

New  Jersey. 

Cruser,  Matilda, 

u 

Doherty,  Eliza, 

Pennsylvania. 

Donnelly,  Mary, 

u 

Gutzlaff,  Fanny, 

China. 

Lawrence,  Rachel  L., 

New  Jersey. 

Osborne,  Eliza, 

Pennsylvania. 

Pfahler,  Catharine, 

a 

Wills,  Rebecca, 

n 

Wilson,  Elizabeth  A., 

a 
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TERMS 

FOR   THE   ADMISSION    OF   PUPILS. 

Pay  pupils  are  charged  two  hundred  dollars  a  year,  which  includes 
board,  instruction,  and  medical  attendance. 

Blind  children,  in  indigent  circumstances,  from  the  States  of  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  are  provided  for  by  those  States, 
respectively,  for  the  term  of  five  to  eight  years. 

The  most  suitable  time  for  admission  is  between  the  ages  of  ten 
and  fifteen  years.  Pupils  are  not  usually  received  under  ten,  nor 
over  seventeen  years  of  age,  except  for  a  more  limited  period,  to  learn 
some  useful  handicraft. 

Applications  may  be  addressed  to  Franklin  Peale,  Esq.,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Admission  and  Discharge,  or  to  the  Principal. 

Vacation  continues  two  months — from  1st  July  to  1st  September. 
Pupils  should  commence  with  the  term  in  September,  if  possible. 


FORM  OF  A  LEGACY. 

I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  "The  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,"  in  Philadelphia,  and  their 
successors  forever  (if  real  estate),  all  that,  &c. ;  (if  personal),  the  sum 
of,  &c. 
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TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

. 

The  Institution  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  Twentieth  and  Race 
Streets,  and  is  convenient  of  access  by  the  Race  and  Vine,  and  the 
Arch  Street  Passenger  Railroad  lines. 

The  Institution  is  open  to  visitors  every  Wednesday  Afternoon, 
at  2  i  o'clock,  when  an  opportunity  is  afforded  to  examine  the  Work- 
rooms. At  3  J  o'clock  an  Exhibition  is  given — consisting  of  vocal 
and  instrumental  music,  and  exercises  with  the  embossed  apparatus 
used  in  the  instruction  of  the  pupils. 

Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  accommodating  the  large  numbers 
that  attend  these  exhibitions,  when  free,  a  small  admission  fee  is 
charged  at  the  door.  The  fund  thus  collected  is  appropriated  in  out- 
fits to  graduates,  on  leaving  the  Institution. 

Fancy  articles  and  brushes  are  offered  for  sale,  before  and  after  the 
Exhibition,  in  the  female  pupils'  Work-rooms. 

The  Store  of  the  Institution  is  No.  11  South  Eighth  Street, 
for  the  sale  of  goods  manufactured  by  the  pupils  and  blind  workmen; 
where  Corn  Brooms,  Hair  Brushes,  Cloth,  Hat,  Shoe,  and  Horse 
Brushes,  Hand-Scrubs,  Door-Mats,  of  coir,  manilla,  and  jute;  and 
Rag  Carpet,  all  made  of  the  best  materials,  are  furnished,  wholesale 
and  retail,  at  the  lowest  market  prices. 

Grocers  and  other  dealers  are  particularly  invited  to  examine  the 
above  articles.     Exchanges  will  be  made  for  groceries  at  cash  prices. 


TWENTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


MANAGERS 


OF    THE 


PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 


FOR   THE 


INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  ASSOCIATION, 


At  their  Annual  Meeting,  December  19, 1861. 


PHILADELPHIA: 
JOHN  C.  CLARK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  230  DOCK  STREET. 

1862. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CORPORATORS, 


ANNUAL  MEETING,  DECEMBER  19,  1861. 


The  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Contributors  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind  was  held  at 
the  Institution,  pursuant  to  the  usual  call,  on  Thursday,  December 
19,  1861,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

On  motion  of  W.  R.  Lejee,  Mr.  A.  G.  Waterman  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Napoleon  B.  Kneass  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read. 

Mr.  Waterman,  on  behalf  of  the  retiring  Board,  presented  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  and  of  the  Principal,  with  certain 
documents  pertaining  thereto,  which  having  been  read, 

It  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers,  and  of  the  Principal  of 
the  Institution,  and  the  accompanying  documents  presented  by  Mr.  Waterman, 
be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  to  be  this  clay  elected,  with  authority  to 
publish  the  same,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peale,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kneass,  the  following 
Preamble  and  Resolution  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  This  Institution  possesses  the  necessary  press  and  type,  and  has  at 
its  command  facilities  for  printing; 

Resolved,  That  the  Contributors  earnestly  recommend  to  the  incoming  Board 
of  Managers  for  their  favorable  consideration,  the  propriety  of  printing  addi- 
tional works  for  the  use  of  the  Blind. 

On  motion,  the  Corporators  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Board  of 
Managers  and  Officers  of  the  Institution  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Messrs.  Peale  and  Butler,  Tellers. 

The  Tellers  reported  the  following  named  gentlemen  as  having 
been  duly  elected  : 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

PATRON. 

His  Excellency,  ANDREW  G.  CURTIN, 

GOVERNOR     OF      THE      STATE. 
PRESIDENT. 

SAMUEL  BRECK. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

A.  G.  WATERMAN, 
J.  FRANCIS  FISHER, 
FRANKLIN  PEALE, 
THOMAS  S.  KIRKBRIDE,  M.D. 

CORRESPONDING    SECRETARY. 

JOHN  C.  CRESSON. 

RECORDING    SECRETARY. 

ROBERT  P.  KANE. 

TREASURER. 

ROBERT  PATTERSON. 

CONSULTING    PHYSICIAN. 

CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.D. 

CONSULTING    SURGEON. 

T.  G.  MORTON,  M.D. 

MANAGERS. 
ROBLEY  DUNGLISON,  M.D.,  JAMES  DUNDAS, 

Alfred  L.  Elwyn,  M.D.,  John  Wiegand, 

A.  V.  Parsons,  Napoleon  B.  Kneass, 

Wm.  R.  Lejee,  James  S.  Biddle, 

Morris  Patterson,  Edward  Townsend, 

Casper  Morris,  M.D.  Daniel  L.  Collier, 

Pierce  Butler,  John  J.  Lytle. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 

A.  G.  WATERMAN, 

Chairman. 

NAPOLEON  B.  KNEASS, 

Secretary. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


FINANCE. 

William  R.  Lejee,  Pierce  Butler, 

James  Dundas,  James  S.  Biddle. 

INSTRUCTION. 

Robley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  A.  L.  Elwyn,  M.D., 

J.  Francis  Fisher,  John  C.  Cresson, 

Casper  Morris,  M.D. 

HOUSEHOLD. 

A.  Gr.  Waterman,  Morris  Patterson, 

T.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.D.,  Napoleon  B.  Kneass, 

John  Wiegand. 

ADMISSION  AND  DISCHARGE. 

Franklin  Peale,  A-  V.  Parsons, 

Casper  Morris,  M.D. 

HOME. 

Edward  Townsend,  John  C.  Cresson, 

Franklin  Peale,  Daniel  L.  Collier, 

John  J.  Lytle. 

FEMALE  VISITORS. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Kane,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Elwyn, 

Mrs.  A.  G-.  Waterman,  Mrs.  John  C.  Cresson, 

Mrs.  Franklin  Peale,  Mrs.  John  Butler. 


TEACHERS  AND  OFFICERS. 

PRINCIPAL. 

William  Ciiapin,  A.M. 

PRINCIPAL  TEACHERS, 

Edward  P.  Capp,  Mary  E.  Woodward. 

ASSISTANT  TEACHERS. 

Sarah  J.  McIntire,  Mary  A.  Mallette, 

Susie  M.  Weld,  Sarah  Lynch. 

PRINCIPAL  TEACHERS  OF  MUSIC. 

Carl  Sentz,  Aaron  R.  Taylor. 

ASSISTANTS. 

John  Righter,  Peter  Weaver, 

Maria  Gill. 

PREFECT. 

William  L.  Humphreys. 

MASTER  OF  HANDICRAFT. 

Edwin  T.  McIntire. 

ASSISTANT. 

William  McMillen. 

TEACHER  OF  BROOM-MAKING. 

C.  H.  Shaw. 

MISTRESS  OF  HANDICRAFT. 

Leah  Ann  Sharpless. 

MATRON. 

Mrs.  Eliza  White. 

ASSISTANT  MATRON. 

Rebecca  Collins. 

SALESMAN. 

Charles  Kelly. 

VISITING  PHYSICIANS. 

S.  Weir  Mitchell,  M.D.,        Richard  J.  Dunglison.  M.D, 


TWENTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


In  presenting  to  the  Legislature  and  to  the  public 
their  Twenty-ninth  Report,  the  Managers  have  again 
the  pleasure  of  stating  that  the  Institution  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  It  has  now  been  in  operation 
twenty-nine  years,  during  which  period  its  pupils  have 
increased  in  number  from  eleven  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five.  Its  career  has  been  one  of  uniform  pros- 
perity. 

We  have  a  large  and  happy  family ;  always  con- 
tented, because  always  occupied.  Indeed,  constant 
occupation  is,  with  the  Blind,  a  chief  element  of  happi- 
ness. Their  usual  patience,  serenity,  and  resignation, 
are  derived  from  that  source.  Many  of  the  adult  pupils 
seek  to  prolong  the  stated  hours  of  work,  and  are  only 
kept  from  an  excess  of  labor  by  restrictive  rules. 
Notwithstanding  these,  the  result  of  the  labor  for  the 
year  past,  as  set  forth  by  the  Principal  in  his  annexed 
report,  is  truly  surprising. 

In  that  report  may  be  found  much  information, 
derived  from  our  long  experience,  which  is  worthy  of 
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the  consideration  of  younger  Institutions ;  and  with  a 
desire  to  benefit  all  who  are  engaged  in  the  manage- 
ment of  Schools  for  the  Blind,  we  venture  to  press  upon 
them  a  careful  perusal  of  that  able  Report. 

We  cannot  too  often  repeat  our  solicitation  for  testa- 
mentary gifts  to  our  department  called  "  The  Home." 
We  appeal,  on  its  behalf,  to  the  charitable  for  a  favora- 
ble recollection  when  making  their  wills.  A  benefac- 
tion thus  bestowed,  will  be  most  advantageously  realized 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  great  relief  of  its  inmates. 

FORM   OF   A   LEGACY. 

I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  unto  "  The  Pennsylva- 
nia Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind," 
located  in  Philadelphia,  and  their  successors,  for  the 
use  of  the  department  called  "  The  Home"  (if  real 
estate),  all  that,  &c. ;  (if  personal),  the  sum  of,  &c. 
On  behalf  of  the  Managers. 

SAMUEL  BRECK, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  favorable  progress 
and  prosperous  condition  of  the  Institution  during 
another  year.  Our  number  is  increasing,  and  notwith- 
standing all  our  efforts  to  economize  room  and  graduate 
those  who  are  prepared  to  go  out  into  the  world,  we 
find  our  buildings  scarcely  adequate  to  meet  the  press- 
ing demands  for  admission. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  at  the  present  time 
(Dec.  1st,  1861),  including  assistants  and  those  con- 
nected with  "  The  Home"  and  the  workshops,  is  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five. 

On  the  1st  December,  1860,  there  were. 
Discharged,  and  left  during  the  year 
Died,  ..... 

Received  during  the  year,    . 
Remaining,         .... 

Of  this  number  there  are, 

From  Pennsylvania,     . 
"     New  Jersey, 
"     Delaware, 
"     All  other  places, 

Total, 

Twenty-two  of  these  contribute  chiefly  or 
their  own  support,  as  assistant  teachers,  or  by  their  in- 
dustry. Nine  are  pay  pupils  in  full,  or  at  a  reduced 
charge.  Sixteen  are  in  "  The  Home,"  and  six  are  day 
pupils. 


e, 

165 

11 

2 

23 
175 

153 

13 

5 

4 

175 

chiefly 

or 

in  part 

to 
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I  take  pleasure  in  commending  the  ability  and  faith- 
fulness of  the  teachers  and  officers  in  their  responsible 
duties. 

I  regret  to  record  the  deaths  of  two  worthy  young 
male  pupils,  William  Ousterhout  and  John  Owens, 
which  occurred  at  their  own  homes,  in  vacation. 

The  following  branches  have  been  taught  during  the 
year,  viz.,  Reading,  Writing,  Pin- type  Printing,  Or- 
thography, including  the  Dictionary  with  Definitions, 
Etymology  with  Latin  Roots,  Grammar,  Geography 
with  the  Globe  and  Maps,  Physical  Geography,  Arith- 
metic Mental  and  Slate,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Physiology, 
Natural  History,  Natural  Philosophy,  General  History, 
Histories  of  Greece,  England,  and  the  United  States, 
Astronomy,  Moral  Science,  Biblical  and  General  Litera- 
ture, "Useful  Knowledge,"  and  Gymnastics  or  Physical 
training. 

Much  time  is  given  to  vocal  and  instrumental  music. 
The  orchestra  contains  30  performers,*  and  the  chorus 
42  voices.  All  these  branches  are  taught  in  eighty-six 
classes,  by  14  teachers  and  assisting  pupils. 

The  Institution  possesses  one  large  church  organ, 
one  small  organ,  and  fourteen  excellent  pianos,  one  of 
which  is  a  superior  grand  action. 


The  orchestra  contains  the  following  instruments  : 


First  Violins, 

6 

French  Horns, 

2 

Second  Violins,     . 

6 

Trombone,    . 

1 

Alto,     . 

2 

Trumpets, 

2 

Violoncello,  . 

1 

Tenor  Drum, 

1 

Contra  Basso, 

1 

Bass  Drum,  . 

1 

Flutes,  . 

2 

Triangle, 

1 

Octave  Flute, 

1 

— 

Hautboy, 

1 

Total,  . 

.       30 

Clarionets,     . 

2 
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In  October  last,  Mr.  A.  P.  Taylor  was  appointed 
teacher  of  vocal  music,  and  as  an  additional  teacher  on 
the  organ  and  piano.  He  has  thus  far  given  entire 
satisfaction. 

Mr.  Pfeiffer  has  been  connected  with  the  Institution 
for  many  years  as  teacher  of  music,  and  has  fulfilled 
the  duties  assigned  to  him  ably  and  efficiently.* 

Special  attention  is  given  to  physical  training  and 
open  air  exercise.  A  recess  of  ten  minutes  occurs  at 
the  close  of  every  hour.  Study  and  recitation  alternate 
with  music  and  handicraft,  all  tending  to  the  promotion 
of  health. 

The  discipline  of  the  Institution  is  mild  and  parental 
but  decided.  The  punishments  consist,  in  general,  of 
reprimand,  suspension,  separate  confinement,  and,  for 
all  incorrigible  cases,  dismissal.  Corporal  punishment 
is  not  used.  Absolute  submission  to  the  rules  of  the 
House  is  always  required.  With  disobedience  there  is 
no  compromise.  The  class-standing  and  deportment 
of  every  pupil  are  carefully  registered  every  month. 

The  Institution  is  tolerably  well  supplied  with  appa- 
ratus adapted  to  this  system  of  instruction,  including 
dissected  and  other  maps  in  relief,  and  the  Hemi- 
spheres,— a  beautiful  preparation,  five  feet  in  diameter 
(made  by  Mr.  George  Snider), — philosophical  appa- 
ratus, and  useful  models,  illustrative  of  objects  and 
animals  not  otherwise  accessible  to  the  Blind ;  and  no 
pains  will  be  spared  to  perfect  it  in  every  department. 

While    we    have    thus   liberally   procured   what   is 

*  Since  the  completion  of  this  Report,  Mr.  Pfeiffer  has  resigned  from  ill 
health,  and  Mr.  Carl  Sentz,  a  well-known  and  accomplished  musician,  has 
been  appointed  in  his  place. 
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available,  we  have  still  to  feel  the  deficiency  of  a  system 
of  concise  Text  boohs  in  raised  print.  The  Blind  are 
necessarily  taught  many  subjects  orally.  This  method 
has  its  advantages.  But  it  is  a  serious  loss  of  time 
and  efficiency  of  both  teacher  and  scholar,  to  be  con- 
fined to  it  so  much. 


Statement  of  tie  Number  of  Pupils  in  the  Institutions  of  the  United  States,  and  Adults 

connected  with  the  Workshops. 


Institutions. 

Pupils. 

In  the  Work- 
shops only. 

Name  of  Principal. 

Massachusetts,     .     .     . 

81 

.     .     30     . 

.     S.  G.  Howe. 

New  York,     .     .     .     . 

200 

.  none.  . 

.     Rob.  G.  Rankin. 

Pennsylvania, 

130 

.     45     . 

W.  Chapin. 

Ohio, 

120 

.  none.  . 

.     A.  D.  Lord. 

Virginia,    .... 

44 

.  none.  . 

.     J.  C.  M.  Merillat. 

Indiana,           .     .     .     . 

72 

.  none.  . 

W.  H.  Churchman 

Illinois, 

50     . 

.       4     . 

Joshua  Rhoads. 

Kentucky,      .     .     .     . 

54 

.  none.  . 

B.  M.  Patton. 

Tennessee,      .     .     .     . 

36     . 

.  none.  . 

J.  M.  Sturtevant. 

Missouri,   .     .     .     .     . 

29     . 

o 
O 

Philetus  Fales. 

Georgia,    .     .     .     .     . 

31 

.  none.  . 

W.  D.  Williams. 

Wisconsin,      .     .     . 

,      40 

.  none.  . 

Thos.  H.  Little. 

Louisiana,  .... 

.     14 

.  none.  . 

Mississippi,     .     .     . 

.     10     . 

,  none.  . 

P.  Lane. 

Iowa, 

.     40     . 

.  none.  . 

S.  Bacon. 

Arkansas,        .     .     . 

.     10 

.  none.  . 

O.  Patton. 

South  Carolina,    .     . 

.     17 

.  .   .  none.  . 

N.  P.  Walker. 

Maryland,       .     .     . 

.     25 

.  none.  . 

Chas.  H.  Keener. 

District  of  Columbia, 

.       6     . 

.  none.  . 

E.  M.  Gallaudet. 

Michigan, 

.     35 

.  none.  . 

B.  M.  Fay. 

North  Carolina,  . 

.     18 

.  none.  . 

W.  J.  Palmer. 

California, 

.       8 

.  none.  . 

Mrs.  P.  B.  Clark. 

Texas,  ..... 

.     12 

.     .  none.  . 

.     S.  W.  Baker. 

Total, 


1082 


82 
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In  the  absence  of  the  returns  of  the  Census  of  1860 
(not  yet  completed),  which  are  expected  to  give  a 
classification  of  the  Blind  according  to  certain  ages, 
the  following  estimates  are  given  from  the  Census 
of  1850,  as  an  approximation  to  the  number  of  blind 
persons  in  the  United  States  in  1860 ;  and  also  in  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware, 
which  provide  for  their  pupils  in  this  Institution. 

In  1850,  the  number  of  white  blind  persons  in  the 
United  States  was  7,997 ;  of  free  colored  blind,  494 ; 
total,  8,491 ;  being  one  in  every  2,354  of  the  whole 
free  population. 

In  1850,  there  were  of  white  and  free  colored  blind, 
in  Pennsylvania,  829  ;  in  New  Jersey,  213 ;  in  Delaware, 
46 ;  total  in  the  three  States,  1,088. 

The  free  population  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
Census  of  1860,  was  27,477,090. 

Assuming  the  proportion  of  1850,  the  number  of 
white  blind  persons  in  1860  would  be  about  11,000; 
and  of  free  colored  blind,  673;  total,  11,673. 

Taking  the  proportions  in  the  three  States  named, 
there  would  be  in  Pennsylvania,  1,042;  in  New  Jersey, 
250;  in  Delaware,  52;  total  in  1860,  1,344. 

If  we  deduct  from  this  number,  those  now  and  for- 
merly in  this  Institution  yet  surviving,  and  three-fifths 
for  those  under  10  and  over  40  years  of  age,  and  all 
who  are  incapacitated  from  receiving  instruction,  the 
number  of  eligible  blind  persons  in  these  three  States 
represented  by  this  Institution,  who  are  receiving  no 
regular  instruction,  is  about  400. 

According  to  this  estimate,  as  these  three  States 
named  contain  nearly  one-eighth  of  all  the  Blind  in 
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the  United  States,  there  would  now  be  about  3,400  of 
proper  ages  to  receive  instruction  or  a  knowledge  of 
handicraft,  who  are  not  receiving  either.  The  fault  is 
not  with  the  Institutions,  which  are  open  to  receive 
them,  but  with  the  Blind  themselves,  or  the  neglect  of 
their  friends. 

It  has  been  perceived  in  a  previous  table,  that  the 
whole  number  of  blind  persons  now  connected  with  the 
Institutions  of  all  the  United  States  is  1164. 

The  causes  of  blindness,  so  far  as  ascertained  by  the 
registry  of  476  cases  received  into  the  Institution,  were 
as  follows : 


Ophthalmia, 
Iritis,  . 

114 
o 

Excessive  and  improper 
medicine, 

5 

Amaurosis,  . 

67 

Caustic, 

. 

1 

Congenital,  . 

46 

Cataract, 
Small  Pox,  . 

32 
21 

Accidents,  viz. : 

Scarlet  Fever, 

14 

From     Scratches, 

Other  Fevers, 

Measles, 

10 
12 

Stones,  Glass,  &c, 
Insect  in  the  eye,     . 

31 
1 

Scrofula, 

.       8  • 

Percussion  cap, 

1 

Whooping  Cough, 
Hydrocephalus,     . 

3 

o 
€> 

Gunshot, 

Powder  blasts,  &c, 

9 

27 

Neuralgia.    . 

2 

Steam  explosion, 

2 

Tubercular  Meningitis, 

2 

A  blow  on  the  head, 

2 

Excessive  Reading, 

,       1 

Kick  of  a  horse, 

1 

Rheumatism, 

2 

Fall  from  a  house-top, 

1 

Convulsions, 

2 

Fall  into  the  fire, 

1 

Jaundice, 
Polypus, 
Over  exertion, 
Irritable  retina,     . 

.       1 
1 

.       1 
1 

Accidents  not  stated, 
Causes  not  given, 

11 

90 
33 

Eruption, 

2 

Total,      . 

4 

76 

Ages  at  which  blindness  occurred  in  476  cases  above : 
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Congenital,  . 

46 

Over  20,      . 

.     75 

In  the  first  year,   . 

101 

Ages  not  given,    . 

.     14 

From  1  to  5  years  old, 

.     92 

"     5  to  10        " 

81 

Total, 

.  476 

"  10  to  20        " 

67 

It  will  appear  from  the  above  statement,  that  a  con- 
siderable number  become  blind  by  accident,  and  many 
of  these  from  gunpowder  in  blasting,  or  mining.  These 
are  adults.  The  applications  from  this  class  have  much 
increased  in  recent  years,  owing  doubtless  to  the  fact 
that  the  benefit  of  the  Institution  in  giving  such  per- 
sons useful  trades,  is  becoming  more  widely  known. 

A  man,  suddenly  deprived  of  sight,  becomes  an  object 
of  practical  sympathy.  The  change  at  once  from  active 
life  to  a  condition  of  darkness  and  hopeless  dependence 
is  overwhelming.  He  has  not,  like  the  child  born  blind, 
been  permitted,  in  his  growth  day  by  day,  to  adapt  him- 
self and  all  his  remaining  senses  to  his  situation.  His 
bodily  strength  and  all  his  faculties  are  unimpaired. 
But,  without  just  such  aid  as  these  Institutions  alone 
can  render,  his  energies  are  paralyzed.  The  commu- 
nity compassionate  his  sad  condition  and  bestow  upon 
him  their  charitable  gifts,  or  open  the  gates  of  the  Poor 
House  for  his  admission.  But  these  do  not  meet  the 
deeper  necessities  of  his  moral  and  physical  nature. 
He  is  an  industrious  man,  and  desires  occupation  as  the 
means  of  self-support.  Without  these  his  existence  is 
most  unhappy. 

A  knowledge  of  the  beneficent  character  of  this 
Institution  in  opening  a  way  of  relief  and  hope  to  those 
who  are  thus  suddenly  stricken  down,  has  caused  it  to 
be  literally  besieged  with  applications  for  admission. 
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They  are  received  as  fast  as  our  accommodations, 
and  justice  to  the  younger  blind,  admit.  They  are 
taught  useful  trades,  and  sent  forth  as  working  me- 
chanics, furnished  with  an  outfit  of  all  necessary  ma- 
chines and  tools  to  start  with. 

The  policy  of  granting  an  outfit  on  the  departure  of 
every  worthy  pupil,  and  its  good  results  both  to  the 
pupil  and  the  Institution,  are  so  well-established  in  our 
own  experience,  that  I  cannot  hesitate  to  commend  it 
for  the  consideration  of  other  Institutions.  In  my  con- 
ferences with  others  on  the  subject,  it  has  been  univer- 
sally approved,  and  the  only  difficulty  assigned  is  the 
want  of  a  special  fund  applicable  to  such  a  purpose. 

In  this  Institution,  the  Exhibition  Fund  has  resulted 
from  the  small  charge  made  at  the  door,  on  the 
weekly  visiting  or  Exhibition  days, — a  charge  which 
was  first  made  rather  as  a  restriction  on  the  large 
crowds  attending  than  with  a  view  to  revenue.  This 
fund,  after  bestowing  outfits  and  payments  to  the 
amount  of  eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  in  sums  usually  of  from  $50  to  $100  to  each 
needy  pupil  who  receives  an  honorable  discharge,  has 
still  a  considerable  balance  in  hand  applicable  to  the 
same  benevolent  purpose. 

It  is  admitted  generally,  that  young  blind  persons, 
between  the  ages  of  10  and  20  years,  should  receive  a 
preference  as  applicants  for  admission.  It  is  the  im- 
portant period  for  their  special  instruction  in  reading 
and  useful  knowledge.  They  are  received  in  different 
Institutions  for  terms  of  from  five  to  eight  years.  The 
latter  is  the  period  fixed  by  our  own. 

Adults  are  usually  received  here  for  one  year,  or 
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until  a  knowledge  of  some  handicraft  is  obtained.  In 
many  of  the  Institutions,  this  latter  class  are  not  re- 
ceived at  all.  It  is  the  rule  of  others  to  admit  them 
into  the  workshop  only,  without  board ;  and,  after  a 
certain  period,  to  allow  limited  wages.  This  is  a  bene- 
fit to  the  rapid  and  skilful  workman ;  but  the  less  fortu- 
nate, though  equally  worthy,  must  fail  of  course  to 
earn  his  support.  The  promise  of  employment  to  him 
is  a  delusion.  The  Institution  does  not  meet  his  case ; 
and  he  becomes  at  once  a  charitable  dependent  some- 
where.    This  is  but  a  representative  case  of  many. 

Why  should  not  provision  be  made,  as  in  our  own 
Institution,  for  the  support  of  such  persons  for  a  limited 
time  during  apprenticeship  I 

Some  Institutions,  where  adults  are  excluded  alto- 
gether, make  little  or  no  account  of  a  work  department, 
scarcely  coining  up  to  one  half  their  responsibility  to 
the  State,  and  to  the  Blind  committed  to  their  charge. 

One  very  respectable  and  large  Institution  has  de- 
cided, as  the  result  of  its  own  experience,  that  a  manu- 
facturing department  for  the  adult  Blind  should  be 
entirely  separated  from  the  Institution,  as  it  has  proved 
a  failure,  threatening,  if  continued,  to  involve  the  edu- 
cational department  in  a  common  ruin  with  it.  The 
experience  of  our  own  Institution  does  not  warrant  such 
a  conclusion.  On  the  contrary,  the  connection,  under 
the  wise  management  of  your  Board,  has  given  vitality 
and  success  to  both  departments. 

Viewing  this  whole  subject  (as  I  think  it  should  be 
viewed)  as  affecting  all  the  Blind  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  principles  which  should  govern  their  Institu- 
tions and  the  action  of  the  several  States  in  regard  to 
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them,  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  the  policy  of  an 
Institution  which  excludes  any  considerable  number  of 
worthy,  eligible  Blind  persons  from  instruction  in  lite- 
rature or  handicraft,  comes  short  of  the  real  intention 
of  its  foundation,  the  unfailing  liberality  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  sympathies  and  just  expectations  of  the 
community. 

Should  it  not  rather  be  the  effort  of  the  Managers  and 
Superintendents  of  all  our  Institutions  to  see  whether 
some  more  comprehensive  line  of  action  could  not  be 
adopted  % — -whether,  instead  of  discarding  the  work 
department  to  its  own  separate  management  and  proba- 
ble failure,  they  should  not  inspire  officers  with  new 
zeal,  or  replace  them ; — extend  the  field  of  operations  ; — 
find  additional  customers  ; — enlarge  the  sales  ; — ex- 
change the  wares  for  necessary  goods  where  cash  sales 
are  deficient; — create  new  branches  of  work,  and  im- 
prove their  quality ; — and  also  appeal  to  the  benevolent 
to  sustain  by  permanent  endowment  any  shortcomings 
of  the  industrial  departments  of  the  working  Blind  \ 

The  history  of  all  the  Institutions  in  this  country 
proves  that  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  have 
always  nobly  and  generously  met  every  reasonable  de- 
mand upon  them  for  aid. 

My  own  views  of  a  comprehensive  system  affecting 
the  future  welfare  of  the  Blind  have  been  expressed  in 
previous  reports.  Further  reflection  and  experience 
only  confirm  them.     They  are  briefly  referred  to  here: 

1.  Considering  the  Blind  to  labor  under  an  affliction 
only  partial,  and  not  affecting  their  general,  mental,  and 
physical  capacity  for  instruction  in  literature  and  the 
mechanic  arts,  and  that  every  State  in  the  Union  has 
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undertaken  to  provide  the  means  of  such  instruction, 
the  manner  of  accomplishing  this  benevolent  purpose  is 
necessarily  committed  to  Boards  of  Managers,  and  officers 
appointed  by  them,  who  give  their  whole  energies  to  it. 

2.  As  the  Blind  are  few  in  number,  compared  with 
the  whole  population,  there  can  be  no  insuperable  diffi- 
culty in  providing  instruction  in  trades,  and  employment, 
at  the  Institutions  or  elsewhere,  for  all  who  are  really 
eligible. 

3.  Every  Institution  should  have  attached  to  it  work- 
shops of  simple  trades,  into  which  adults  as  well  as  the 
young  should  be  admitted.  And  if  the  adult  has  not 
the  means  to  pay,  or  the  industrial  capacity  to  earn  his 
board  outside,  he  should,  like  other  pupils,  be  received 
into  the  Institution  for  a  limited  time,  but  be  boarded 
and  lodged  separately. 

4.  Adults  should  be  received  at  first  for  one  year,  or 
until  they  have  learned  some  plain  handicraft ;  and  on 
leaving  they  should  receive  an  outfit  sufficient  for  ma- 
chines, tools,  and  a  little  stock  to  commence  with.* 

5.  Some  friendly  sympathy  should  follow  the  gradu- 
ate, if  he  has  no  home  or  friends,, to  aid  in  procuring 
him  a  suitable  location  (every  moderate  sized  village 
can  employ  one  broom-maker),  and  also  to  furnish  him 
stock  at  wholesale  prices  if  needed. 

*  It  may  be  interesting  to  refer  to  a  single  case  of  a  discbarge  and  outfit 
- — the  last  from  this  Institution — by  way  of  illustration  : 

C.  A.,  totally  blind,  admitted  one  year  ago  into  the  workshop,  and  boarded 
in  the  Institution,  has  learned  to  make  brooms,  and  is  an  excellent  work- 
man. Discharged  at  his  own  request  to  follow  his  trade  in  the  country.  An 
outfit  of  sixty  dollars  was  granted,  and  expended  by  him  as  follows:  For 
broom  machines,  tools,  wire,  twine,  &c,  $43  34 ;  1  bale  of  broom  corn  (at 
cost),  $12  QQ  ;  balance  in  cash  $4 ;  total.  $G0. 
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6.  Employment  as  far  as  practicable  should  be  given 
to  those  whose  homes  and  connections  fix  them  near  the 
Institution,  as  in  the  larger  cities. 

7.  As  it  will  always  happen  that  many  worthy  gra- 
duates are  homeless,  or  unable  to  succeed  elsewhere, 
especially  females,  and  who  may,  nevertheless,  be  use- 
fully employed  in  connection  with  an  Institution,  a 
separate  Home  department  will,  in  the  most  effective 
way,  secure  to  such  persons  the  benefit  of  the  instruc- 
tion they  have  received.  But  as  such  a  "  Home"  would 
necessarily  embrace  some  who  are  unable  to  earn  their 
full  support,  it  should  not  become  a  pecuniary  charge 
upon  the  Educational  department,  but  should  look  to 
private  benevolence,  to  provide,  by  gifts  or  legacies,  a 
separate  endowment,  whose  income  would  cover  the 
small  difference  between  the  earnings  of  the  inmates 
and  the  cost  of  their  support. 

8.  Nor  should  we  yield  to  the  fear,  that  hereafter  this 
good  work  would  be  embarrassed  by  the  aged  and  in- 
firm among  its  members.  So  far  from  permitting  pos- 
sible future  difficulties  to  prevent  a  positive  good,  it 
should  rather  be  the,  higher  duty  to  anticipate  and  pro- 
vide, if  possible,  against  all  such  future  contingencies. 
Bearing  in  mind  the  fact  stated— so  important  in  all 
organized  efforts  for  the  Blind — that  their  number  hears 
a  very  small  and  fixed  ratio  to  the  whole  population,  and 
that  the  actual  number  needing  any  special  provision  is 
but  a  small  proportion  of  the  Blind  themselves ;  all 
anxiety  for  the  future  should  cease  at  once.  The  whole 
bearing  of  the  subject  may  be  comprehended  in  a  glance. 
All  action  is  under  the  control  of  the  Board,  and  every 
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Increase  of  numbers  and  expense  would  be  governed  by 
the  means  at  its  disposal.* 

9.  In  this  light  therefore,  the  future  may  be  confidently 
met.  Let  the  Home  for  the  industrious  Blind  be  che- 
rished in  its  benevolent  mission — and  let  a  faithful  and 
earnest  hope  inspire  every  heart  with  confidence,  that, 
when  the  time  shall  arrive,  a  Retreat  for  the  Aged 
Blind,  of  good  character,  will  also  be  provided  by  the 
gifts  and  bequests  of  those  whose  delight  it  is  in  a 
Christian  spirit  "to  devise  liberal  things." 

The  following  statement  shows  the  general  result  of 
our  Manufacturing  Department  for  the  past  year. 

Brushes  manufactured,    .....  33,688 

Brooms               "              .....  20,261 

Carpet,  yards,         ......  720 

Door  Mats,     .......  657 

Value,    .                  $12,151 

girls'  woek. 
Bead-work,  Knitting,  Sewing,  &c.,  value,           .         $1,038 
Total  value, 13,189 

This  Institution  has  just  printed  a  book  of  "  First 
Lessons"  of  fifty  pages  in  the  Roman  capitals,  which 
can  be  furnished  at  a  moderate  price. 

The  Dictionary  for  the  Blind|  finished  last  year 

*  I  do  not  here  enter  into  the  question,  hitherto  much  discussed,  whether 
it  is  better  to  provide  for  the  graduate  Blind  who  cannot  succeed  elsewhere, 
in  one  establishment,  or  oblige  them  to  board  elsewhere.  This  is  a  mere 
matter  of  detail,  and  does  not  affect  the  real  urgency  of  providing  some  per- 
manent foundation  to  aid  the  labor  of  the  industrious  but  homeless  gradu- 
ates, and  securing  a  Retreat  or  real  Asylum  to  those  whose  age  and  infir- 
mity may  no  longer  permit  them  to  work. 

f  The  following  extracts  from  the  Preface  to  the  Dictionary,  sufficiently 
show  its  character. 

"  Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  a  Dictionary  of  the  English 
Language,  to  which  the  Blind  might  refer  with  confidence  in  their  difficul- 
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at  our  press  has  been  supplied,  as  ordered,  to  a  good 
number  of  the  Institutions,  but  in  very  small  quantities, 
generally  from  one  to  three  copies  only  to  each.  While 
our  Institutions  complain  of  the  want  of  books  for  the 
Blind,  the  remarkable  fact  is  here  presented,  that  so 
valuable  a  work  as  a  Dictionary  of  the  English  Lan- 
guage in  the  raised  type,  printed  at  an  expense  of  seve- 
ral thousand  dollars,  has  not  found  a  demand  from  the 
Institutions  themselves  during  the  first  year  for  more 
than  thirty  copies.  The  Encyclopcedia  published  by 
the  Boston  Institution  has  not,  it  is  believed,  met  with 
more  encouragement. 

Two  things  are  established  by  these  facts  and  all 
previous  experience, — the  Institutions  themselves  must 
make  more  liberal  purchases  to  warrant  the  printing  of 
books  for  the  Blind,  or  some  provision,  legislative  or 
otherwise,  is  needed  to  print  and  furnish  books  at  such 
a  low  cost  as  to  warrant  a  more  general  use  and  distri- 
bution.* 

ties,  and  which  should  be  as  brief  and  yet  as  comprehensive  as  practicable, 
the  present  work  was  undertaken  by  the  undersigned,  under  appointment  by 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction 
of  the  Blind. 

"  A  Dictionary  for  the  Blind  has  long  been  much  needed,  and  it  is  here 
attempted  to  supply  the  deficiency.  The  plan  of  the  work  has  been  to  make 
the  work  comprehensive  in  words  of  general  use  with  concise  definitions, 
omitting  chiefly  those  which  are  technical  and  cognate  words  of  such  ob- 
vious meaning  that  their  insertion  would  be  unnecessary.  Notwithstanding 
this  rigidly  concise  rule,  the  great  space  required  by  the  raised  print  has 

extended  the  work  to  three  large  volumes. 

"William  Chapin,  A.M., 

"  Principal. 
"  With  the  aid  and  supervision  of 

"Robley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  LL.D., 

"Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Instruction. :< 

*  In  London  a  society  exists  to  print  and  furnish  blind  persons  of  limited 
means  with  books  at  low  prices ;  as  low,  in  some  cases,  as  one-fourth  their 
original  cost. 
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We  have  been  led  to  expect,  before  this,  some  results 
from  the  "Printing  House"  for  the  Blind,  to  be  estab- 
lished at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  but  nothing  has  yet  ap- 
peared. 

It  is  exceedingly  desirable,  in  my  opinion,  that  an 
effort  should  be  made  to  conform  the  only  two  kinds  of 
letter  used  in  this  country  to  one  system.  This  could 
be  done  by  simply  combining  the  Boston  modified 
lower  case  letter,  with  the  Roman  capitals  of  the  Press 
of  this  Institution  and  of  Glasgow.  By  adopting  the 
capitals  as  they  are  universally  used  in  print  for  the 
seeing,  it  would  not  only  teach  the  blind  pupil  their 
proper  use,  but  would  at  the  same  time  familiarize  him 
to  both  kinds  of  letter. 

One  of  the  mistakes  made  in  many  of  the  Institu- 
tions of  our  country  is  in  locating  them  in  small  towns 
remote  from  the  business  centres.  This  choice  is  often 
governed  by  the  insignificant  consideration  of  a  donation 
of  a  lot  of  ground  for  a  site,  or,  perhaps,  as  a  compensa- 
tion to  certain  towns,  for  similar  favors  bestowed  on 
other  sections  of  the  State.  The  Institution  so  mis- 
placed is  doomed  to  perpetual  difficulty,  if  not  failure 
in  its  manufacturing  department,  so  important  for  a 
large  majority  of  the  Blind. 

In  conclusion,  our  humble  acknowledgments  are  due 
to  Almighty  God,  for  the  evidences  of  His  care  during 
another  year,  and  the  great  good  the  Institution, 
through  His  merciful  providence,  has  been  permitted 
to  accomplish. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  CHAPIN, 

December  1,  1861.  Principal. 


APPENDIX. 


STATEMENTS  EXHIBITING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 
MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

ARTICLES  MADE  IN  THE  INSTITUTION  IN  1861. 

BY    MALE    PUPILS    AND    WORKMEN. 


16,669 

Hand  Scrubs, 

2,547 

Hair  Brushes, 

7,945 

Horse     " 

2,066 

Shoe      " 

1,380 

Dusting  " 

867 

Wall       " 

745 

Clamps  " 

719 

Window  and  Sweeping  Brashes, 

384 

Cloth  and  Hat  Brushes, 

183 

Stove,  Flesh,  Crumb,  and  Bath  Brushes. 
Brushes,  value,      ..... 

.       87,451 

33,505 

14 

26,261 
143 

Corn  Brooms,  1 

Whisks,            j     *         *         - 

4,108 

01 

720 

Yards  of  Carpet,    ..... 

186 

13 

657 

Door  Mats,    ...... 

374 

75 

Total  Amount, 


$12,120  03 


MADE    BY   FEMALE    PUPILS. 


,568  Articles  of  Bead  work,  Tidies,  Quilts,  Purses, 
Lamp  Mats,  Knitting,  and  Plain  Sewing,  value, 


1,038  29 


Total  value, 


813,159  32 
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MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 


DR. 

t  To  Value  of  goods  on  hand  Dec.  1,  1860, 
"  Value  of  raw  material,  same  date,    . 
"  Cost  of  raw  material,  finishing,  &c,  in  1861, 
"  Rent  of  store,  No.  11  S.  Eighth  Street,     . 
11  Salary  and  commission  to  salesman,  boy's  wages,  por- 
terages, &c ,     . 
"  Overwork  and  wages  to  pupils  and  "  Home"  inmates, 


$3,435  69 

2,836  76 

8,390  85 

360  00 


713  25 
3,321  60 

819,058  15 


CR. 

By  Amount  of  sales  in  1861,  viz.  : 

At  the  store,  S.  Eighth  Street, 
At  the  Institution,  . 


57,121  31 

4,880  26 


"  Value  of  finished  goods  on  hand,  Dec.  1,  1861, 
"  Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  Dec.  1,  1861,   . 
Articles  made  by  pupils  for  the  house,  . 

Balance  against  the  manufacturing  department, 


$12,001  57 

4,822  04 

1,685  66 

75  00 

$18,584  27 

473  88 

$19,058  15 


Note. — The  salaries  of  the  teachers  of  handicraft  are  charged  to  Instruc- 
tion Account  as  usual. 
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LIST    OF    PUPILS. 


FROM  PENNSYLVANIA. 


MALES. 

NAMES. 

Bailey,  Geo.  W.  (a  blind  mute), 

Beardslee,  Clark, 

Belles,  John  C, 

Bennett,  Charles, 

Boon,  Forrester, 

Boyer,  Jesse  C, 

Boyle,  Hugh, 

Cleary,  Edward  J., 

Clouston,  William, 

Collins,  Simon  C, 

Decker,  W.  Edward, 

Dunn,  William, 

Eccles,  William  A., 

Fish,  Augustus  D., 

Ford,  Michael, 

Gildea,  John, 

Gilleland,  David, 

Griffiths,  David, 

Gunton,  John  S., 

Hackford,  George, 

Hawley,  Michael, 

Henry,  John, 

Hent,  Edward  H., 

Irwin,  George  W., 

Kelly,  John  A., 

Lynch,  Berriah  M., 

MacCollin,  William  H., 

Mangin,  Lawrence, 

McCreery,  Aquila  M., 

McVey,  W.  Lewis, 

Nece,  Clark  D., 


COUNTIES. 

Philadelphia. 

Wayne. 

Lawrence. 

Susquehanna. 

Philadelphia. 

Perry. 

Philadelphia. 

Luzerne. 

Philadelphia. 

Lancaster. 

Cumberland. 

Philadelphia. 

Fayette. 

Lycoming. 

Philadelphia. 

Carbon. 

Philadelphia. 

Schuylkill. 

Luzerne. 

Philadelphia. 

Luzerne. 

Northumberland. 

Philadelphia. 

Chester. 

Indiana. 

Mercer. 

Philadelphia. 

Huntingdon. 

Indiana. 

Philadelphia. 

Erie. 
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NAMES. 

Owen,  John, 
Packer,  Julian, 
Pitcher,  James  H., 
Pontefract,  Edward, 
Schaal,  Gottleib, 
Schoolman,  August, 
Shields,  Hugh, 
Smith,  Augustus  C, 
Smith,  Joseph, 
Springer,  James, 
Tobyn,  David, 
Walters,  Hanson, 
Wilkison,  Charles, 
Williams,  Michael, 
Wood,  James, 
Woolverton,  Thomas, 
Young,  Oliver, 


COUNTIES. 

Alleghany. 

Bucks. 

Philadelphia. 

Beaver. 

Philadelphia. 

York. 

Jefferson. 

Philadelphia. 

York. 

Fayette. 

Philadelphia. 

Fayette. 

Mifflin. 

Franklin. 

Fayette. 

Philadelphia. 


FEMALE  S. 


Balles,  Rosanna, 
Bennett,  Emily, 
Boyer,  Emma, 
Brauff,  Lavinia, 
Buckman,  Elizabeth, 
Burk,  Joanna, 
Campbell,  Hannah, 
Clark,  A.  Amelia, 
Clark,  Catharine, 
Coulton,  Jane  E., 
Gardner,  Virginia, 
Gordon,  Laura  L., 
Graves,  Bosabella, 
Greenwalt,  Mary, 
Gryder,  Florence  A., 
Gutzlaff,  Jessie  D., 
Haslem,  Ellen, 
Helms,  Emily, 
Hogg,  Hannah, 


Philadelphia. 
Susquehanna. 
Berks. 
Alleghany. 

Philadelphia. 

a 

Franklin. 
Jefferson. 
Philadelphia. 


Luzerne. 
Alleghany. 
Philadelphia. 
Lancaster. 

Philadelphia. 

a 

Luzerne. 
Philadelphia. 
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NAMES. 

Hollis,  Margaret, 
Horner,  Mary, 
Howard,  Emma  J., 
Kessler,  Susan, 
Kibbey,  Mary  A.  L., 
Kienzle,  Frederica, 
Lafore,  Lisetta, 
Lyle,  Rachel, 
Madden,  Margaret  A., 
Maloy,  Annie, 
Martin,  Bridget, 
Martin,  Mary  Ann, 
McCabe,  Bridget, 
Neill,  Mary  J., 
Nichols,  Nancy  V., 
Pettit,  Elizabeth, 
Pitner,  Martha  T., 
Powell,  Rosanna, 
Price,  Mary  Ann, 
Quinlivin,  Mary, 
Quinlivin,  Margaret, 
Reilly,  Mary  E., 
Roberts,  Emeline, 
Roseberry,  Martha  E., 
Rufner,  E.  Cecilia, 
Shale,  M.  Ellen, 
Shale,  Sarah, 
Smart,  Emma, 
Smith,  A.  Almira, 
Smith,  E.  Eleanor, 
Stark,  Eliza  M., 
Starrett,  Elizabeth, 
Tarr,  Adelia  W., 
Taylor,  Alice  L., 
Walton,  Martha  TV7., 
White,  Emma, 
Williams,  Elizabeth, 
Worthington,  Ellen, 
Wylen,  Margaret, 


COUNTIES. 

Chester. 

Beaver. 

Philadelphia. 

Perry. 

Philadelphia. 


Bucks. 
u 

Philadelphia. 

Manayunk. 

Alleghany. 

Schuylkill. 

Lycoming. 

Northumberland. 

Luzerne. 

Mifflin. 

Alleghany. 

u 

Bucks. 

Philadelphia. 

Blair. 

Philadelphia. 

Lycoming. 
u 

Philadelphia. 
Erie. 
York. 
Philadelphia. 

a 

Mercer. 

Philadelphia. 
a 

Luzerne. 

Bucks. 

Philadelphia. 
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DAY  PUPILS. 

NAMES. 

Colvill,  Robert, 
Farley,  Ella, 
Kneass,  Napoleon  B., 
Nesmith,  Alfred, 
Penrose,  Nathan, 
Reybold,  George  U., 
Reybold,  John, 

FROM  NEW  JERSEY 
Cossabone,  Sarah, 
Eldred,  Lucy, 

Garton,  Nathaniel  B.  (a  blind  mute), 
Hall,  Euphemia  M., 
McDonouirh,  John, 
Robinson,  Anna  E., 
Shurtz,  Mary, 
Smith,  Mary  E., 

FROM  DELAWARE. 


COUNTIES. 


Philadelphia. 
Washington, 
Philadelphia. 


Washington,  D.  C. 


Newcastle,  Del. 


Atlantic. 

Camden. 

Cumberland. 

Mercer. 

Middlesex. 

Morris. 

Hunterdon. 


Butterworth,  Job  S., 

Kent. 

Hollingsworth,  Joseph  F 

•i 

New  Castle. 

Jefferson,  Joshua, 

Sussex. 

FROM  ALL 

OTHER 

PLACES. 

Lindsay,  Charles, 

Illinois. 

Raynor,  Penelope, 

Georgia. 

Whalen,  Patrick, 

New  York. 

ADULTS  IN  THE 

WORK  DEPARTMENT. 

Baker,  Samuel, 

Philadelphia 

Brown,  Thomas, 

a 

Crilley,  Michael, 

a 

Dacy,  Thomas, 

a 

Day,  Isaac, 

Schuylkill. 

Derringer,  John, 

Philadelphia 

Emmons,  William, 

a 

Folwell,  James  M., 

a 

Fox,  George  P., 

a 

Geist,  Lewis, 

Cambria. 

Gilmore,  William, 

Philadelphia 

Gribben,  Thomas, 

Luzerne. 
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NAMES. 

Hamilton,  James, 
Horen,  Edward, 
Kepner,  John, 
Learn,  Isaiah, 
Marsh,  Simon, 
McKeever,  Edward, 
McManus,  William, 
Mitchell,  Edward, 
Moran,  William, 
Morgan,  John, 
Nichols,  John, 
Riley,  Bernard, 
Stinsman,  Wesley, 
Wall,  Matthew, 


COUNTIES. 

Perry. 

Philadelphia. 

Juniata. 

Luzerne. 

Monroe. 

Philadelphia. 
(t 

Bucks. 

Philadelphia. 
a 

Delaware. 
Philadelphia. 


ASSISTANTS. 

McMillan,  William, 

Pennsylvania 

Righter,  John, 

a 

Weaver,  Peter, 

a 

Gill,  Maria, 

.  a 

Lynch,  Sarah, 

u 

Hildreth,  Hannah, 

New  Jersey. 

Mallett,  Mary  Ann, 

Pennsylvania 

IN  THE  HOME. 

Besant,  Peter, 

Pennsylvania 

Carolin,  Thomas, 

(C 

Kinney,  Michael, 

it 

McCloskey,  James, 

u 

Cormany,  Maria, 

a 

Cruser,  Catharine, 

New  Jersey. 

Cruser,  Matilda, 

a 

Doherty,  Eliza, 

Pennsylvania. 

Gutzlaff,  Fanny, 

China. 

Lawrence,  Rachel  L., 

New  Jersey. 

Osborne,  Eliza, 

Pennsylvania 

Pfahler,  Catharine, 

a 

Wills,  Rebecca, 

u 

Wilson,  Elizabeth  A., 

Maryland. 

Winslow,  Mary  L., 

Pennsylvania. 
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TERMS 

FOR   THE    ADMISSION    OF   PUPILS. 

Pay  pupils  are  charged  two  hundred  dollars  a  year,  which  includes 
board,  instruction,  and  medical  attendance. 

Blind  children,  in  indigent  circumstances,  from  the  States  of  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  are  provided  for  by  those  States, 
respectively,  for  the  term  of  five  to  eight  years. 

The  most  suitable  time  for  admission  is  between  the  ages  of  ten 
and  sixteen  years.  Persons  over  twenty-one  years  of  age  are  admitted 
to  learn  some  useful  handicraft. 

Applications  may  be  addressed  to  Franklin  Peale,  Esq.,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Admission  and  Discharge,  or  to  the  Principal. 

Vacation  continues  two  months — from  1st  July  to  1st  September. 
Pupils  should  commence  with  the  term  in  September,  if  possible. 


TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  Institution  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  Twentieth  and  Bace 
Streets,  and  is  convenient  of  access  by  the  Bace  and  Vine,  and  the 
Arch  Street  Passenger  Railroads. 

The  Institution  is  open  to  visitors  every  Wednesday  Afternoon 
at  1\  o'clock,  when  an  opportunity  is  afforded  to  examine  the  Work- 
rooms. At  SI  o'clock  an  Exhibition  is  given — consisting  of  vocal 
and  instrumental  music,  and  exercises  with  the  school  apparatus. 

Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  accommodating  the  large  numbers 
that  attend  these  exhibitions,  when  free,  a  small  admission  fee  is 
charged  at  the  door.  The  fund  thus  collected  is  appropriated  in  out- 
fits to  graduates,  on  leaving  the  Institution. 

Fancy  articles  and  brushes  are  offered  for  sale,  before  and  after  the 
Exhibition,  in  the  female  pupils'  Work-rooms. 

The  Store  of  the  Institution  is  No.  11  South  Eighth  Street, 
for  the  sale  of  goods  manufactured  by  the  pupils  and  blind  workmen; 
where  Corn  Brooms,  Hair  Brushes,  Cloth,  Hat,  Shoe,  and  Horse 
Brushes,  Hand-Scrubs,  Door-Mats,  of  coir,  manilla,  and  jute;  and 
Bag  Carpet,  all  made  of  the  best  materials,  are  furnished,  wholesale 
and  retail,  at  the  lowest  market  prices. 

Grocers  and  other  dealers  are  particularly  invited  to  examine  the 
above  articles.     Exchanges  will  be  made  for  groceries  at  cash  prices. 


THIRTIETH  ANNUAL   REPORT 


MANAGERS 


PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 


FOR.    THE 


INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  ASSOCIATION, 


At  their  Annual  Meeting,  December  18,  1862. 


PHILADELPHIA: 
JOHN  C.  CLARK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  230  DOCK  STREET. 

18  63. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CORPORATORS, 


AT    THEIR 


ANNUAL  MEETING,  DECEMBER  18,  1862. 


The  Thirtieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Contributors  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  was  held  at  the 
Institution,  pursuant  to  the  usual  call,  on  Thursday,  December  18, 
1862,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  Patterson,  Daniel  L.  Collier,  Esq.,  was  called 
to  the  chair,  and  Mr.  M.  Patterson  acted  as  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read. 

Mr.  J.  Francis  Fisher,  on  behalf  of  the  retiring  Board,  presented 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  including  that  of  the 
Principal,  with  certain  documents  pertaining  thereto;  which  having 
been  read, 

It  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Franklin  Peale, 

Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  the  accom- 
panying documents,  presented  by  Mr.  Fisher,  be  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Managers  to  be  this  day  elected,  with  authority  to  publish  the  same,  or  such 
parts  thereof  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  A.  V.  Parsons,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Contributors  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Managers  about 
to  be  elected,  to  print  as  an  Appendix  to  the  Annual  Report,  the  Memorials 
which  have  been  prepared  in  relation  to  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  Hon. 
Samuel  Breck,  late  President,  and  of  Albert  G.  Waterman,  Esq.,  late  Vice 
President  of  this  Institution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peale,  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions 

were  adopted : 

Whereas,  This  Institution  possesses  the  necessary  press  and  type,  and  has  at 
its  command  facilities  for  printing: 

Resolved,  That  the  Contributors  earnestly  recommend  to  the  incoming  Board 
of  Managers,  for  their  favorable  consideration,  the  propriety  of  printing  addi- 
tional works  for  the  blind. 

Resolved,  That  the  incoming  Board  be  recommended  to  appropriate  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  be  expended  within  the  year  for  this  object. 

On  motion,  the  Contributors  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Board 
of  Managers  and  Officers  of  the  Institution  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Messrs.  W.  R.  Lejee  and  J.  J.  Lytle, 
Tellers. 

The  election  having  been  held,  the  Tellers  reported  the  following 
named  gentlemen  as  duly  elected : 


OFFICERS   OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

PATRON. 

Hrs  Excellence,  ANDREW  G.  CURTIN, 

GOVERNOR    OF     THE     STATE. 
PRESIDENT. 

J.  FRANCIS  FISHER. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

FRANKLIN  PEALE, 
THOMAS  S.  KIRKBRIDE,  M.D. 
JOHN  C.  CRESSON, 
ROBLEY  DUNGLISON,  M.D. 

CORRESPONDING    SECRETARY. 

ALFRED  L.  ELWYN,  M.D. 

RECORDING  SECRETARY. 

ROBERT  P.  KANE. 

TREASURER    AND    COMPTROLLER. 

ROBERT  PATTERSON. 

CONSULTING   PHYSICIAN. 

CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.D. 

CONSULTING    SURGEON. 

THOMAS  GEORGE  MORTON,  M.D. 

MANAGERS. 

A.  Y.  Parsons,  Napoleon  B.  Kneass, 

William  R.  Lejee,  James  S.  Biddle, 

Morris  Patterson,  Edward  Townsend, 

Caspar  Morris,  M.D.,  Daniel  L.  Collier, 

Pierce  Butler,  John  J.  Lytle, 

James  Dundas,*  Theodore  Cuyler, 

John  Wiegand,  Caleb  Cope. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 

J.  FRANCIS  FISHER, 

Chairman. 

MORRIS  PATTERSON, 

Secretary. 

*  Resigned  January  1st,  1863,  and  Judge  J.  I.  Clark  Hare  was  elected  in  his 
place. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


FINANCE. 

William  B.  Lejee,  James  S.  Biddle, 

Pierce  Butler,  J.  I.  Clark  Hare. 

INSTRUCTION. 

Bobley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  John  C.  Cresson, 

Alfred  L.  Elwyn,  M.D.,  Caspar  Morris,  M.D., 

James  S.  Biddle. 

HOUSEHOLD. 

Franklin  Peale,  Morris  Patterson, 

T.  S.  Kirkbride,  M.D.,  Napoleon  B.  Kneass, 

John  Wiegand. 

ADMISSION   AND    DISCHARGE. 

A.  V.  Parsons,  Caleb  Cope, 

Theodore  Cuyler. 

HOME. 

Edward  Townsend,  John  C.  Cresson, 

Franklin  Peale,  Daniel  L.  Collier, 

John  J.  Lytle. 

FEMALE    VISITORS. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Kane,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Elwyn, 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Waterman,  Mrs.  John  C.  Cresson, 

Mrs.  Franklin  Peale,  Mrs.  John  Butler. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE,  ETC. 

PRINCIPAL. 

William  Chapin,  A.M. 

PRINCIPAL    TEACHERS. 

Edward  P.  Capp,  A.M.,  Mary  E.  Woodward. 

ASSISTANT    TEACHERS. 

Sarah  J.  McIntire,  Mary  A.  Mallette, 

Susan  M.  Weld,  Sarah  Lynch. 

PRINCIPAL    TEACHERS    OF    MUSIC. 

Carl  Sentz,  Aaron  R.  Taylor. 

ASSISTANTS. 

David  D.  Wood,  William  McCollin, 

Maria  Gill. 

PREFECT. 

Charles  C.  Burns. 

MASTER  OF  HANDICRAFT. 

Edwin   T.  McIntire. 

ASSISTANT. 

William  McMillen. 

TEACHER   OF    BROOM-MAKING. 

C.  H.  Shaw. 

MISTRESS  OF  HANDICRAFT; 

Leah  Ann  Sharpless. 

MATRON. 

Mrs.  Eliza  White. 

ASSISTANT  MATRON. 

Julia  A.  Rumel. 

SALESMAN. 

Charles  Kelly. 

\ 

VISITING  PHYSICIANS. 

S.  Weir  Mitchell,  M.D.;       Richard  J.  Dunglison,  M.D. 


THIRTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Report  of  the  Principal  to  the  Board  of 
Managers  might  have  been  presented  to  the  Corpo- 
rators, as  all  that  is  desirable  at  this  time  to  lay  before 
them,  had  not  the  records  of  our  Institution  been 
marked  by  two  instances  of  great  bereavement,  which 
demand  a  special  notice  in  summing  up  the  events  of 
the  present  year. 

Our  venerable  President,  the  Hon.  Samuel  Breck, 
and  our  senior  Vice-President,  Albert  G.  Waterman, 
Esq., — with  both  of  whom  the  Board  of  Managers  has 
been  associated  for  more  than  twenty  years — have 
been  taken  from  us;  after  having,  for  the  whole  of 
this  period,  devoted  themselves  in  every  way  to  the 
service  of  this  Institution.  And  it  is  not  too  much  to 
say,  that  to  them  we  largely  owe  our  present  pros- 
perity and  admirable  organization. 

Mr.  Waterman  came  among  us  in  1838,  five  years 
after  the  foundation  of  the  Institution.     Mr.  Breck 
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three  years  later.  Their  respective  tenure  of  the 
offices  of  President  and  Vice-President  was  of  almost 
equal  duration;  and  their  loss,  so  nearly  contempora- 
neous, leaves  the  greater  breach. 

The  Board  of  Managers  having  committed  to  two  of 
their  members  the  special  duty  of  preparing  a  Memo- 
rial of  our  two  senior  officers,  these  will  be  looked  to 
for  a  larger  notice  of  their  great  virtues  and  labors  in 
behalf  of  the  Blind. 

Each    in    his    way    performed     services    eminently 
important.    Mr.  Waterman,  during  the  early  organiza- 
tion of  the  School,  and  especially  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee   of  the    Household — which    he   held   for 
twenty    years — placed    the    interior    economy    of  the 
house  on  the  best  footing;  while  at  the  same  time  he 
was  able  to  promote  its  interests  abroad,  by  the  exer- 
tion of  his  personal  influence  at  Harrisburg  and  else- 
where.    He  was  untiring  in  his  activity,  at  all  times 
and  everywhere,  even  when  suffering  with  ill-health. 
To  Mr.  Breck  we  owe  especial  praise  for  the  part  he 
took  in  the  reorganization  of  the   Financial  Depart- 
ment   of  the    Institution,    in    the   foundation    of  the 
Home,  and  the  establishment  of  the  Exhibition  Fund. 
Both  of  them,  by  their  assiduous  attention  to  the 
working  of  the  Institution,  to  which  they  were  enabled 
to  give  a  large  portion  of  their  time,  and  the  happy 
personal  influence  they  exerted  among  the  officers  and 
pupils — by  advice  and  aid  to  the  former,  and  kind  and 
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cheering  words  to  the  latter — harmonizing  action, 
smoothing  difficulties,  suggesting  improvements,  and 
carefully  watching  the  arrangements  for  health  and 
comfort,  inspired  love  and  confidence  everywhere. 

In  our  Board  we  can  all  testify  to  the  dignity,  dis- 
cretion and  kindness  of  our  President ;  and,  when  his 
infirmity  of  hearing  obliged  him  to  relinquish  his  place 
at  our  meetings  to  Mr.  Waterman,  how  well  it  was 
supplied. 

Looking  back  to  the  commencement  of  their  ser- 
vices, we  find  our  School  well  begun  indeed;  but 
having  recently  lost  the  invaluable  services  of  our  first 
Principal  Mr.  Friedlander — rather  feeling  our  way, 
and  somewhat  uncertain  of  success — not  indeed  doubt- 
ful of  the  means  of  intellectual  instruction,  but  of  the 
happy  result  to  our  pupils,  whom  we  could  educate, 
but  to  whom  we  could  not  promise  a  certain  prospect 
of  independence ;  fearing  for  them  a  relapse  into 
helpless  and  hopeless  poverty,  with  the  misery  of  high 
aspirations  excited,  only  to  be  disappointed.  We  may 
claim  for  our  Institution  a  pre-eminence  in  solving 
this  problem,  in  removing  this  doubt. 

At  the  time  referred  to,  our  numbers  did  not  much 
exceed  one-fourth  of  those  now  our  inmates ;  the 
value  of  manufactured  articles  not  one-fourteenth  of 
the  present  product  of  our  workshops.  And  we  have 
every  prospect  of  continued  success  under  our  present 
organization,  if  we  and  our  successors  emulate — we 
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can  hardly  hope  to  equal — the  devotion  to  the  inte- 
rests of  our  Institution,  shown  by  our  deceased  col- 
leagues, whose  places  must  now  be  filled  by  others. 
On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

J.  FRANCIS  FISHER, 

Senior  Vice-President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL. 


To  the  Board  op  Managers  : 

Gentlemen:  The  number  of  blind  persons  in  the 
Institution  at  the  present  time,  (December  1,  1862,) 
including  assistants  and  those  connected  with  "The 
Home"  and  the  workshops,  is  one  hundred  and 
eighty. 


On  the  1st  December,  1861,  there  were, 

175 

Discharged  or  left  during 

the  year, 

26 

Died; 

• 

4 

Received  during  the  year 

,   . 

35 

Remaining,  December  1, 

1862,   . 

180 

)f  this  number  there 

are, 

From  Pennsylvania,    . 

*        .        •        « 

155 

"     New  Jersey, 

. 

15 

"     Delaware, 

.... 

3 

"     all  other  places, 

• 

Total, 

180 

Twenty-four  of  these  earn  their  own  support,  wholly 
or  in  part,  as  assistant  teachers,  or  in  the  Work 
Department ;  eleven  are  pay  pupils,  in  full  or  in  part ; 
seventeen  are  in  "The  Home,"  and  six  are  day  pupils. 

There  have  been  four  deaths  during  the  year,  viz. : 
Peter    Weaver,    an    assistant    music    teacher,    by    a 
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casualty;  Rebecca  Wills,  of  "The  Home;"  Rosanna 
Balles,  and  Adelia  W.  Tarr,  pupils.  They  were 
endeared  to  the  teachers  and  pupils  by  many  estimable 
qualities. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  commend  the  faithfulness 
and  ability  of  all  the  teachers  and  officers. 

In  June  last,  Mr.  Charles  C.  Burns  was  appointed 
Prefect,  and  has  thus  far  ably  and  satisfactorily  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  that  office. 

The  Musical  Department  has  been  organized  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Carl  Sentz,  as  teacher  of  the 
orchestra  and  piano,  and  Mr.  A.  K.  Taylor,  as  teacher 
of  vocal  music,  piano  and  organ.  This  division  of 
duties  under  two  able  teachers,  was  demanded  by  the 
largely  increased  number  of  pupils,  and  has  already 
produced  marked  efficiency  and  improvement.  The 
orchestra  and  chorus  are  in  the  finest  condition,  not- 
withstanding the  constant  losses  incident  to  such  insti- 
tutions, in  the  annual  discharge  of  advanced  and 
accomplished  musical  pupils. 

The  musical  facilities  of  the  Institution  are  liberal. 
We  have,  in  addition  to  an  orchestra  of  thirty  instru- 
ments, one  large  church  organ  with  twenty-seven 
stops,  one  practising  organ,  and  fourteen  pianos — one 
of  which  is  a  superior  grand  action. 

The  literary  studies  are  similar,  with  some  improve- 
ments, to  those  of  last  year.  They  may  be  summarily 
stated  as  follows :  Orthography,  Reading,  Writing, 
Pin-type  Printing,  Dictionary,  Etymology,  Grammar, 
Rhetoric,  Geography,  with  the  Globe  and  Maps,  Phy- 
sical Geography,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geometry, 
Physiology,    History,    Natural    Philosophy,    Natural 
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History,  Astronomy,  Biblical  and  General  Literature, 
and  Physical  Training. 

A  public  examination  was  held  at  the  close  of  the 
last  term,  occupying  an  entire  week,  in  which  all  the 
classes  (one  hundred  and  ten  in  number)  were  examined. 
For  the  first  time  in  this  Institution,  prizes,  consisting  of 
books  in  the  raised  print  and  pin-type  apparatus,  were 
awarded  to  pupils  whose  high  standing  in  their  classes 
warranted  it. 

The  "  Wednesday  Exhibitions"  continue  to  furnish 
a  fund  for  outfits  to  worthy  pupils  on  leaving  the 
Institution.  Eleven  years'  experience  has  proved  the 
wise  policy  and  good  results  of  these  benevolent 
appropriations. 

The  pressing  need  of  text-books  in  relief,  to  aid  the 
pupil,  without  an  entire  dependence  on  oral  instruc- 
tion and  memory,  is  deeply  felt  in  all  our  Institutions, 
and  is  the  great  want  in  our  system  everywhere. 

The  undersigned  would  again  suggest  for  the  con- 
sideration of  your  Board,  and  of  other  Institutions, 
the  importance  of  a  combined  or  uniform  print  for  the 
blind.  The  only  systems  adopted  in  this  country  are 
the  Boston  angular  lower  case  and  the  capitals  of  this 
Institution.  These  might  be  combined,  using  capitals 
as  in  the  common  print,  and  thus  form  a  system  at 
once  familiar  to  all.  The  pupil  would  readily  acquire 
a  familiarity  with  both  kinds  of  letter  in  the  same 
reading  exercise,  and  all  books  that  have  hitherto  been 
printed  in  either,  would  be  accessible  to  all. 

The  great  cost  of  printing  for  the  blind,  owing  to 
the  small  editions  required,  the  bulk  of  the  volumes, 
and  expense  of  paper  and  binding,  render  it  beyond 
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the  power  of  a  single  Institution  to  furnish  the  books 
required,  or  at  a  price  within  the  reach  of  the  blind. 
The  States  themselves  might  possibly  be  disposed  to 
aid,  by  special  appropriations,  any  well-devised  plan 
for  printing  a  series  of  text  and  reading  books  in  a 
uniform  letter. 

No  effort  of  the  kind  has  ever  been  made.  The 
Institutions  must  first  agree  among  themselves  in 
favor  of  some  common  system.  How  long  our  Institu- 
tions are  to  suffer  under  a  privation  so  vital  to  their 
real  efficiency,  can  only  be  solved  by  themselves. 
None  outside  can  be  expected  to  move  in  such  a 
work. 

"  The  Home"  contains  at  present  seventeen  members, 
graduates  of  our  own  Institution.  It  is  a  department 
of  industry,  in  which  the  inmates  contribute  largely  to 
their  own  support.  It  cannot,  however,  be  greatly  ex- 
tended, without  the  aid  of  liberal  gifts  or  legacies. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  in  all  the  Institutions 
for  the  Blind  in  the  United  States,  in  1861,  including 
82  in  the  workshops  only,  was  1164. 

According  to  the  Census  of  1860,  the  white  blind 
population  in  the  United  States  was  11,125,  being  one 
in  2470  inhabitants.  In  the  three  States  supporting 
pupils  here,  the  number  of  blind  was : 


In  Pennsylvania, 

1187,  being  one  to  2448  persons. 

"  New  Jersey, 

208,     "  *"       "      3230      "     .  " 

"   Delaware, 

42,     "          "      2629      " 

The  Manufacturing  Department  is  in  a  satisfactory 
condition — instructing  the  pupils  in  useful  trades,  and 
giving    employment    to    many  worthy   blind   persons. 
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The  sales  are  sufficient  to  dispose  of  the  stock  as  fast 
as  made,  thus  preventing  an  unprofitable  accumulation 
of  goods.  This  important  department  was  never  so 
successful  as  at  the  present  time.  The  industry  of  the 
pupils  and  workmen  is  favorably  exhibited  in  the  fol- 
lowing results : 


Number  of  Brooms  manufactured, 

"  Brushes  " 

"  Door  and  Car  Mats  manufactured, 

"  Yards  of  Carpet, 

Girls'  work,  value,     ..... 
Total  value,        ..... 


1862. 

32,368 

31,002 

346 

1,193 

$887 

$11,251 


We  have  two  pupils  who  are  afflicted  with  the 
double  privation  of  loss  of  sight,  hearing  and  speech. 
One  of  these,  Nathaniel  Garton,  from  New  Jersey,  is 
in  the  Work  Department,  and  is  a  good  brushmaker. 
The  other,  George  W.  Bailey,  of  this  city,  continues  to 
excite  interest  and  sympathy.  He  has  exhibited  a 
remarkable  genius  for  construction.  To  satisfy  many 
rational  inquiries,  some  account  of  this  case  is  given 
in  a  supplement. 

In  conclusion,  our  gratitude  is  eminently  due  to  the 
Great  Giver  of  all  good,  for  His  continued  blessing  on 
this  Institution,  as  manifested  in  the  success  of  its 
benevolent  mission. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  CHAPIN, 

December  1,  1862.  Principal. 


SUPPLEMENT. 


GEORGE  W.  BAILEY,  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB  AND 

BLIND  PUPIL. 

George  W.  Bailey,  who  has  been  a  regular  inmate  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind  since  April,  1860,  was  born  in 
June,  1846,  and  had  full  possession  of  all  his  senses  for  about  four 
and  a  half  years.  An  attack  of  scarlet  fever  left  him  blind,  and  soon 
after  he  became  deaf  also.  In  the  summer  of  1852,  he  spoke  dis- 
tinctly for  the  last  time.  Since  then  he  has  been  cut  off  from  all 
communication  with  others  except  by  the  touch. 

1  became  acquainted  with  his  case  early  in  1855,  and  with  the  co- 
operation of  a  benevolent  gentleman  of  this  city,  commenced  the  work 
of  his  mental  and  physical  training.  The  experiment  was  commenced 
at  his  own  home.  His  mother  was  then  living.  A  young  lady,  Miss 
Corn  well,  was  engaged  as  teacher,  to  spend  a  few  hours  daily  with 
him.     She  thus  describes  him  on  her  first  visit,  April  16th,  1855. 

u  When  I  entered  the  house,  George  was  sitting  on  the  settee  with 
shoes  and  stockings  off,  biting  his  toes,  and  making  a  frightful  noise. 
I  saw  he  was  enraged,  and  learned  that  he  had  broken  the  rocking- 
chair  by  dashing  it  against  the  wall,  and  had  been  punished  by  his 
mother.  I  went  to  him,  and  taking  one  of  his  hands,  caressed  it 
soothingly;  he  soon  became  quiet." 

His  characteristic  habits  at  that  time  are  described  on  her  next 
visit. 

"  April  17th.  To-day  I  sat  some  time  watching  George,  before  I 
made  my  presence  known.  He  moves  fearlessly  about  the  rooms  to 
which  he  is  accustomed.  His  sole  amusement  seems  to  be  in  romp- 
ing; he  turns  himself  swiftly  around,  extending  his  arms,  tumbles 
about  the  floor,  puts  his  feet  together  and  jumps  backward  and  for- 
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ward  over  the  door-sill,  jumps  off  the  chairs,  or  turns  himself  over  the 
arm  of  the  settee,  and  seems  to  have  invented  a  set  of  gymnastics  of 
his  own  for  his  amusement." 

She  thus  described  his  eating :  "  He  eats  by  putting  his  food  in 
his  mouth  almost  as  fast  as  his  two  hands  will  carry  it  there,  using 
no  knife,  fork,  nor  spoon ;   and  finally  lifts  his  plate  and  licks  it." 

This  was  the  rough,  untamed,  animal  nature  to  be  subdued,  trained, 
and  if  possible,  taught.  It  was  at  this  time  impossible  to  decide 
whether  his  mind  was  rational  or  idiotic. 

His  first  exercises  were  of  the  simplest  kind.  Having  excited  a 
degree  of  fondness  for  his  teacher,  by  her  persevering,  gentle  atten- 
tions, combined  with  presents  of  such  things  as  he  liked,  and  extended 
the  boundaries  of  his  little  world  by  out-door  walks,  she  gradually 
gained  his  attention  to  her  proper  work.  The  first  short  lesson  was 
in  winding  cotton  on  a  spool.  The  novelty  of  the  work  pleased  him, 
and  for  the  time  it  was  a  pleasant  occupation.  The  next  was  string- 
ing beads,  of  which  he  became  very  fond,  after  several  difficult  efforts 
to  effect  it.  But  all  this,  while  it  afforded  him  short  seasons  of  di- 
version, and  was  really  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  regular  occu- 
pation, was  simply  mechanical.  There  was  nothing  to  indicate  a  ra- 
tional mind. 

The  next  step  was  to  give  him  beads  of  two  different  sizes,  and  to 
induce  him  to  string  them  alternately.  This  was  found  to  be  very 
difficult,  and  after  repeated  failures  to  make  him  comprehend  the  idea, 
it  was  at  last  successful.     His  teacher  thus  records  her  satisfaction  : 

"Sept.  21st.  I  was  rejoiced  to-day.  My  poor  little  boy  compre- 
hends alternating  the  beads.  He  carefully  selected  first  a  large,  then 
a  small  bead,  until  there  were  no  more." 

This  incident,  at  that  early  period  of  his  history,  was  encouraging. 
The  attempts  made  to  teach  him  letters  were  not  very  successful.  His 
health  was  not  good,  and  he  was  soon  wearied  with  everything  which 
he  could  not  comprehend. 

On  the  death  of  his  widowed  mother,  the  little  family  of  four  chil- 
dren were  scattered ;  George  to  the  Almshouse,  a  brother  to  Girard 
College,  a  sister  to  Mrs.  Burd's  Orphan  Asylum,  and  an  infant  child 
to  one  of  the  Homes,  who  has  since  been  adopted  into  a  private  family. 

An  interesting  little  memoir  of  George  was  written  by  one  of  the 
pupils  of  our  Institution,  Miss  Eliza  Osborn,  which  was  attended  with 
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happy  results.  It  awakened  a  warm  interest  in  his  case,  and  through 
the  active  agency  of  an  estimable  lady,  Miss  Anna  B.  Shaw,  means 
were  provided  for  a  special  teacher,  on  his  admission  into  the  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Miss  Jane  B.  Browne,  a  young  lady  well  qualified  by  her  gentleness, 
firmness,  and  perseverance  for  this  peculiar  charge,  was  appointed. 
The  first  entry  in  her  journal  explains  his  condition  at  this  time,  and 
how  much  had  been  lost  in  the  interval. 

"April  24th,  1860.  George  came  to  the  Institution  after  an  ab- 
sence of  three  years.  He  seems  to  have  forgotten  all  he  ever  knew, 
eats  unnaturally,  and  walks  awkwardly.  He  has  a  great  propensity  to 
break  and  tear." 

He  was  at  times  exceedingly  violent  and  self-willed,  exhibiting  the 
traits  of  a  wild,  unsubdued  animal.  Whenever  displeased,  he  was 
most  destructive  upon  the  bedding,  glass,  crockery,  and  anything 
within  reach.  It  was  evident  that  much  of  the  former  work  was  to 
be  done  over.  He  must  be  reduced  to  obedience  and  habits  of  re- 
straint, and  to  this,  Miss  Browne  energetically  and  patiently  applied 
herself.  The  most  gratifying  change  has  been  effected.  He  is  now 
tender  and  affectionate  to  those  who  are  kind  to  him.  He  is  clean 
and  tidy  in  his  habits  and  dress.  Instead  of  cramming  his  food  into 
his  mouth  with  both  hands  as  formerly,  he  uses  a  knife  and  fork,  and 
when  through,  lays  them  with  his  folded  napkin  beside  his  plate. 

His  suffering  from  an  acute  and  painful  disease  in  the  throat,  and 
the  difficulty  of  confining  his  attention  to  anything  but  that  which 
takes  his  fancy,  have  prevented  much  success  thus  far  in  teaching 
him  language.  He  has,  however,  acquired  the  use  of  many  words, — 
the  names  of  familiar  things, — as  knife,  fork,  spoon,  beads,  &c.  The 
hope  of  his  acquiring  language  is  never  abandoned.  His  lessons  are 
brief,  having  due  reference  to  his  health  and  comfort. 

It  is  impossible  in  the  present  stage  of  his  intellectual  development, 
to  know  what  may  be  the  extent  of  his  idea  of  a  Supreme  Being,  but 
it  was  gratifying  to  notice,  on  spelling  the  name  God  by  the  hand 
alphabet,  and  pressing  him  to  kneel,  that  he  continued  kneeling  for 
several  minutes,  his  hands  placed  together  as  in  silent  prayer ;  and 
that  whenever  the  same  word  is  spelled,  he  assumes  a  kneeling  pos- 
ture as  in  prayer.  He  also  kneels  by  his  bedside  every  night  before 
retiring  to  rest.     May  he  not  when  a  child,  before  the  loss  of  sight 
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and  hearing,  have  been  taught  by  his  pious  mother  to  lisp  a  prayer  to 
God,  and  this  simple  association  have  revived  the  earliest  sacred  im- 
pressions on  his  infant  heart  ? 

While  the  effort  to  teach  George  language  has  thus  far  been  only 
partially  successful,  he  has  exhibited  remarkable  talent  in  another 
way.  He  has  shown  powers  of  construction,  and  a  genius  for  archi- 
tectural drawing,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  truly  original.  He  has  made 
up  almost  without  instruction,  many  articles  of  bead  work,  copies  of 
baskets,  pitchers,  vases,  &c,  in  the  most  skilful  and  beautiful 
manner. 

But  curious  as  are  these  specimens  of  his  handiwork,  his  genius  for 
drawing  buildings  is  more  remarkable  and  difficult  of  explanation. 
These  drawings  are  made  by  movable  types  on  the  slate-frames  used 
by  the  Blind.  The  slates  contain  square  holes  over  the  entire  surface, 
in  which  continuous  lines  may  be  formed  by  the  types.  The  build- 
ings are  generally  of  the  Gothic  or  English  cottage  style,  with 
pointed  gables,  and  sometimes  presenting  the  fagade  of  a  Gothic 
church,  or  other  public  building.  The  symmetry  and  proportions 
of  these  structures  are  correct.  Of  some  thirty  drawings,  no  two 
are  alike. 

The  work  is  to  him  a  pleasant  pastime.  He  will  be  earnestly  en- 
gaged on  a  plan  for  several  days,  during  which  he  allows  no  interfer- 
ence. Every  interruption  disconcerts  him,  and  if  the  drawing  is 
meddled  with,  he  sometimes  destroys  it  altogether. 

As  these  drawings  require  corresponding  spaces  and  proportions,  it 
is  certain  that  the  general  plan  must  be  conceived  in  his  mind  before 
its  commencement.  The  method  of  counting  required  by  the  spaces 
on  the  slate  is  his  own,  and  not  easily  explained. 

George  often  exhibits  humor.  He  is  fond  of  playing  tricks,  and 
enjoys  a  little  fun.  After  the  Doctor  had  sounded  his  lungs  one  day, 
he  took  the  kitten  on  his  lap,  and  sounded  her  in  the  same  way, 
laughing  heartily.  He  delights  to  lock  his  teacher  in  a  room  when 
he  gets  a  chance.  Keys  have  to  be  secured  when  he  approaches. 
He  played  this  trick  upon  himself  recently,  by  getting  into  a  closet, 
and  locking  the  door  in  the  inside.  In  attempting  to  unlock  the 
door,  he  broke  the  ring  of  the  key,  which  left  him  helpless.  Suppos- 
ing him  to  be  amused  with  his  situation,  no  attempt  was  made  to 
relieve  him  for  two  hours,  when  I  had  the  lock  broken,  and  poor 
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George  was  in  a  sad  plight.  Failing  to  get  out,  he  had  become  ex- 
cited, and  tore  every  shred  of  clothing  from  his  body. 

One  of  his  lady  benefactors  presented  him  with  a  chest  of  tools,  in 
the  use  of  which  he  takes  great  delight.  He  is  fond  of  boring  and 
tinkering,  and  for  several  days  he  sought  the  closet  where  he  had  im- 
mured himself,  unscrewed  the  broken  lock,  and  labored  for  hours  to 
mend  and  restore  it.     This  he  has  repeated  often. 

He  amuses  himself  sometimes  in  cutting  a  newspaper  into  a  long 
fringe-like  line,  many  yards  in  length,  and  of  curious  fantastic  pat- 
terns. 

He  recently  examined  a  watch  and  chain,  and  immediately  pre- 
pared a  chain  for  a  toy  watch  of  his  own,  by  twisting  wire  into  a 
tolerable  imitation.  George  is  never  idle  if  well.  He  is  engaged  on 
his  slate  drawing,  or  at  bead  work,  taking  a  lesson  in  the  manual 
alphabet,  or  playing  with  his  blocks,  building  all  manner  of  houses, 
sewing  on  his  own  buttons,  mending  rents,  &c,  being  constantly  en- 
gaged in  some  way. 

The  following  extracts  from  Miss  Browne's  journal  will  exhibit  his 
condition,  and  the  change  that  her  persevering  and  mild  treatment  has 
wrought  under  such  trying  and  difficult  circumstances. 

"  The  first  few  months  after  George  became  an  inmate  of  the  Insti- 
tution, were  spent  in  taming  the  wild,  wayward  boy,  during  which  I 
received  many  blows,  scratches,  kicks,  bites,  and  torn  garments.  .  .  . 
But  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  more  than  accomplishing  my  expecta- 
tions. He  is  now  like  a  child  eight  years  old, — so  perfectly  gentle, 
affectionate,  and  trustful  has  he  become." 

"  Another  striking  improvement  has  been  the  great  change  in  his 
habits ;  from  being  most  offensive,  he  has  become  perfectly  clean  and 
regular  in  his  habits.  His  neatness  in  eating  and  dress  is  scrupu- 
lously nice.  .  .  In  the  morning  he  washes  and  dresses  himself  with 
as  much  care  and  precision  as  others.  His  mental  faculties  have  de- 
veloped as  rapidly  as  the  physical,  although  an  invalid." 

"  He  learns  the  letters  which  the  Blind  use  and  the  manual  alpha- 
bet, and  understands  quite  a  number  of  words,  by  my  spelling  them 
out  for  him,  such  as  '  go  to  your  lesson/  '  get  hat/  '  get  cane/  '  new 
boots/  &c.     He  does  what  I  call  for  in  this  way." 

"What  a  change  has  taken  place,  from  a  wild  and  reckless  being, 
to  a  patient,  docile,  and  obedient  boy.     At  first,  it  was  impossible  to 
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keep  him  quiet  five  minutes ;  now  he  will  sit  at  his  lesson  or  work  for 
half  an  hour  or  more.  Patience  and  gentle  treatment  have  caused 
this  change.  He  is  very  happy,  full  of  fun,  and  enjoys  playing  tricks, 
such  as  fastening  the  doors,  hiding  some  article  of  clothing,  and  then 
he  will  laugh  to  think  he  has  done  something  funny.  .  .  He  likes  to 
wait  on  himself,  and  is  fond  of  being  dressed  well.  When  he  feels 
well,  he  enjoys  a  good  romp  with  the  boys, — so  his  time  passes  plea- 
santly." 

More  could  be  added,  demonstrating  the  remarkable  change  alluded 
to,  showing  also  the  power  of  a  gentle  and  persevering  system  of  train- 
ing, in  converting  a  nature  as  wild  and  repulsive  as  if  he  had  been  an 
uncared  for  child  of  the  forest,  to  a  kind,  affectionate,  and  rational 
being,  developing  a  genius  which  has  elicited  the  surprise  and  admi- 
ration of  all.  The  ill  health  of  the  child  has  been  the  only  barrier  it 
is  thought  of  more  remarkable  achievements,  both  in  the  acquisition 
of  language  and  in  artistic  contrivances.  What  has  been  done  is  emi- 
nently due  to  those  kind  ladies  who  provided  the  way  and  the  means 
of  his  admission  and  instruction  in  the  Institution. 

William  Chapin. 

December  29th,  1862. 


APPENDIX. 


STATEMENTS  EXHIBITING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 
MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

ARTICLES  MADE  IN  THE  INSTITUTION  IN  1862. 

BY   MALE    PUPILS   AND   WORKMEN. 


20,217 

Scrubbing 

Brushes, 

2,978 

Horse 

1,779 

Hair 

1,492 

Dusting 

1,370 

Shoe 

899 

Clamp 

735 

Wall 

471 

Sweeping 

529 

Cloth  and 

Hat  Brushes, 

332 

Stove  and 

Lye 

199 

Knapsack 

and  Bed  " 

31,002  Brushes,  value, 
32,368  Corn  Brooms, 

346  Door  and  Car  Mats, 
1,193  Yards  of  Carpet,     . 


MADE    BY   FEMALE    PUPILS. 


$5,071  28 

4,467  32 

546  38 

279  72 

$10,364  70 


3,641  Articles  of  Bead  Work,  Knitting,  Purses,  &c,  886  97 

Total  value,     .         .         .     $11,251  67 
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MANUFACTURING  DEPARTMENT. 

Dr. 

To  Value  of  finished  goods  on  hand,  Dec.  1,  1861,  . 
Value  of  raw  material,  same  date, 
Cost  of  raw  material,  finishing,  &c,  in  1862, 
Rent  of  Store,  No.  11  South  Eighth  Street, 
Salary  and  commission  to  salesmen,  porterage,  &c, 
Overwork  and  wages  to  pupils  and  "Home"  inmates 


$4,822  04 

1,685  66 

8,286  80 

360  00 

855  02 

,     2,909  39 

$18,918  91 


Cel 

By  Amount  of  sales  in  1862,  viz. : 

At  the  store,  South  Eighth  Street,       .  $9,367  09 
At  the  Institution,      ....     4,619  50 


By  Value  of  finished  goods  on  hand,  Dec.  1,  1862, 
Value  of  raw  material  on  hand,  same  date, 
Sewing  by  the  female  pupils  for  the  house, 


$13,986  59 
3,525  81 
1,150  57 
50  00 


,712  97 


24 


H 


Q3 
O 


«i 


H 

^ 

W 

g 

o 

^ 

3 

•^ 

P4 

CO 

s 

tf2 

e 

P4 

g 

H 

5> 

P=! 

5sj 

fca 

g 

crj 

<1 

^ 

^ 

W 

<o 

« 

l*g 

H 

NC» 

^ 

o 

^ 

H 

Q 

<1 

« 

P4 

s 

H 

e 

CO 

JO 

W 

& 

<< 

oo 


g 


q 


co 

GO 


»g 


£ 


A3 


05 


Oi 

o 

o  o  t-  >o 

1— 1 

-* 

o  o  ->i  o 

*— 

e 

ifl  — '  re  cm 

os 

o 

i— <  •— ■  cm  re 

<* 

CO 

O^  CO  CO  o 

i — i 

o 

CO          Tf 

CM 

OJ 

p_4 

m 

tC    B 


co    Ph 
o 

a  § 


O 


00 


2 

o 


3 
O 

M 


?-.   cupel 

S    bo 

1-1    CO    <z> 


O   -2      "    C 

CO    O    03 

bC  O-^    03 

r-1    CO    oo  -r-; 
B 


5  £°s 
P-.2  § 


_r  ° 
"3  "a 


on  -r    2   <-> 


o 


<2  53l3o 

3      fl      CO   ^ 

o 

Eh 


oo"  So  2 

^2  JS     CO     B 
dq    as  ^r;  Jj 


a; 
> 

o     . 
s-. 

g    - 

—      00 

03    o 


SB 


03 


3 

o 


to    d    a 

33    oo 

co    oo    ^- 


co 
Q 

pq 


OiOOOOOO^OOO^O 

■^^OiOOOXCD^OOOO 

iC--;  .-TrsT,-**  CO">cf 

€©"— '  CM 


4£* 


Pi 


V     03 
CO     oo 

.3    03 

pq  s 

03  <+- 
^3    O 

*"    oo 

a^ 

O  CO 
,S-t  00 
M-c 

03  .O 
O  -B 

«  22 

^-     CO 

o 
H 


be  J* 

^  .2 


J3 

K  CO 

T3  CO 

oo  > 


03  t4     C 


!>- 


C3 


CO 

03 
-t-> 


03     03 

§sa 

o  2  2 

i-S  J3 

■W      K      0O 

03   ca   co 


3 

O  . 
oo     03 

oo  a 

3  O 
O  O 
03  _G 

CO  r-< 

^r;  co 


03 


CJ  S 
00  — 
^J     03 

So 


^•§  §1 

C     O     CD 

•2  ^S 

2    03    S 
°     03     g 


a* 

^ 

p 

8 

Ph 

s 

%^ 

T3 

CB 

^3     . 

~  s 

03 

^ 

CO 
4-a 

00 

•so 
•c>» 

03 

§ 

r*i 

03 

j-c 

s 

O 

o 

-u> 

r  -m    mm.,  am  m^ 

•  ^h 

^ 

T5 

& 

Cfl 

03 

9      H 
Ed       <1 

h-> 

J  J 

-|J* 

•Q 

H^P^ 

r; 

rtS 

O 

o 

bC 


O 
bo 


03 

-a 

o 

d 

o 


CO 

a 

co: 

d 
O 

-4-a 
CO 

^3 


H-J    flj    ^ 

pj    .Sz; 


Td 


00 

-1 
.&§ 

oo    o 

53  > 
a  ^2 

^^ 

03    03 
•**   "fi 

H  o 

Ph 

eu 

a 
ca 


0>3 
CO 
00 


PP 

a 

H 

W 
ft 


LIST    OF    PUPILS. 


FROM    PENNSYLVANIA. 


MALES. 

NAMES.  COUNTIES. 

Bailey,  Geo.  W.  (a  blind  mute),  Philadelphia. 

Beardslee,  Clark,  Wayne. 

Belles,  John  C,  Lawrence. 

Bennett,  Charles,  Susquehanna. 

Boon,  Forrester,  Philadelphia. 

Boyer,  Jesse  C,  Perry. 

Boyle,  Hugh,  Philadelphia. 

Callaghan,  Thomas,  Warren. 

Cleary,  Edward  J.,  Luzerne. 

Clouston,  William,  Philadelphia. 

Collins,  Simon  C.,  Lancaster. 

Crothers,  John  W.,  " 

Decker,  W.  Edward,  Cumberland. 

Dunn,  William,  Philadelphia. 

Eccles,  William  A.,  Fayette. 

Egan,  Michael,  Philadelphia. 

Fish,  Augustus  D.,  Lycoming. 

Ford,  Michael,  Philadelphia. 

Gildea,  John,  j  Carbon. 

Gilleland,  David,  Philadelphia. 

Gunton,  John  S.,  Luzerne. 

Hackford,  George,  Philadelphia. 

Hawley,  Michael,              .  Luzerne. 

Hays,  Alden  F.,  Alleghany. 
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NAMES. 

Henry,  John, 
Hent,  Edward  H., 
Hinds,  James  A., 
Horn,  Robert, 
Kelly,  John  A., 
Klingenfuss,  Frederick, 
Lynch,  Beriah  M., 
Mangin,  Lawrence, 
McCreery,  Aquila  M., 
McVey,  W.  Lewis, 
Overton,  Edward, 
Owen,  John, 
Packer,  Julian, 
Pitcher,  James  H., 
Pontefract,  Edward, 
Schaal,  Gottleib, 
Schoolman,  August, 
Shields,  Hugh, 
Springer,  James, 
Tobyn,  David, 
Walters,  Hanson, 
Wilkison,  Charles, 
Wood,  James, 
Young,  Oliver, 


COUNTIES. 

Northumberland. 

Philadelphia. 

Monroe. 

Carbon. 

Indiana. 

Philadelphia. 

Mercer. 

Huntingdon. 

Indiana. 

Philadelphia. 

Bradford. 

Alleghany. 

Bucks. 

Philadelphia. 

Beaver. 

Philadelphia. 

York. 

Jefferson. 

Fayette. 

Philadelphia. 

Fayette. 

Mifflin. 

Fayette. 

Philadelphia. 


FEMALES. 


Bennett,  Emily, 
Boyer,  Emma, 
Brauff,  Lavinia, 
Burk,  Joanna, 
Campbell,  Hannah, 
Clark,  A.  Amelia, 
Clark,  Catharine, 
Coulton,  Jane  E., 
Denniston,  Sarah  J., 
Fouss,  Mary, 
Gardner,  Virginia, 


Susquehanna. 

Berks. 

Alleghany. 

Philadelphia. 

Franklin. 

Jefferson. 

Philadelphia. 
u 

Schuylkill. 
Philadelphia. 
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NAMES. 

Gordon,  Laura  L., 
Graves,  Rosabella, 
Greenwalt,  Mary, 
Gryder,  Florence  A., 
Gutzlaff,  Jessie  D., 
Haslem,  Ellen, 
Helms,  Emily, 
Hollis,  Margaret, 
Horner,  Mary, 
Howard,  Emma  J., 
Kessler,  Susan, 
Kibbey,  Mary  A.  L., 
Kienzle,  Frederica, 
Lafore,  Lisetta, 
Lindley,  Elizabeth, 
Lyle,  Rachel, 
Madden,  Margaret  A., 
Maloy,  Annie, 
Martin,  Bridget, 
Martin,  Mary  Ann, 
McCabe,  Bridget, 
McClintock,  Anna, 
Nichols,  Nancy  V., 
Pettit,  Elizabeth, 
Powell,  Rosanna, 
Price,  Mary  Ann, 
Puterbaugh,  Susan, 
Quinlivin,  Mary, 
Quinlivin,  Margaret, 
Reilly,  Mary  E., 
Roberts,  Emeline, 
Roseberry,  Martha  E., 
Rufner,  E.  Cecilia, 
Shale,  Sarah, 
Smart,  Emma, 
Smith,  E.  Eleanor, 
Stark,  Eliza  M., 
Starrett,  Elizabeth, 


COUNTIES. 

Luzerne. 

Alleghany. 

Philadelphia. 

Lancaster. 

Philadelphia. 

a 

Luzerne. 

Chester. 

Beaver. 

Philadelphia. 

Perry. 

Philadelphia. 

u 
a 
ct 
a 
a 

Bucks. 

u 
Philadelphia. 


Schuylkill. 

Lycoming. 

Luzerne. 

Mifflin. 

Luzerne. 

Alleghany. 

u 

Bucks. 

Philadelphia. 

Blair. 

Philadelphia. 

Lycoming. 

Philadelphia. 

York. 

Philadelphia. 
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NAMES.  COUNTIES. 

Taylor,  Alice  L.,  Mercer. 

Walton,  Martha  W.,  Philadelphia. 

Watson,  Harriet  E.,  Bradford. 

Williams,  Elizabeth,  Luzerne. 

Worthington,  Ellen,  Bucks. 

Wylen,  Margaret,  Philadelphia. 

DAY  PUPILS. 

Colvill,  Robert,  Philadelphia. 

Farley,  Ella,  Washington,  D.  C 

Kneass,  Napoleon  B.,  Philadelphia. 
Nesniith,  Alfred,  " 

Penrose,  Nathan,  " 

FROM  NEW  JERSEY. 

Cossabone,  Sarah,  Atlantic. 
Garton,  Nathaniel  B.  (a  blind  mute),      Cumberland. 

Hall,  Euphemia  M.,  Mercer. 

Lippincott,  William,  Salem. 

McDonough,  John,  Middlesex. 

Robinson,  Anna  E.,  Morris. 

Shurtz,  Mary,  Hunterdon. 
Smith,  Mary  E.,  " 

Taylor,  William  H.,  Essex. 

Turton,  Walter  B.,  Camden. 

FROM  DELAWARE. 

Butterworth,  Job  S.,  Kent. 

Jefferson,  Joshua,  Sussex. 

Reybold,  John,  .  Newcastle. 

FROM  ALL  OTHER  PLACES. 

Lindsay,  Charles,  Illinois. 

Maxwell,  W.  Thomas,  Maryland. 

Mayer,  Fridolin,  New  York. 

Raynor,  Penelope,  Georgia. 
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ADULTS  IN  THE  WORK  DEPARTMENT. 


NAMES. 

COUNTIES. 

Anderson,  J.  Alexander, 

Montgomery. 

Baker,  Samuel, 

Philadelphia. 

Blewitt,  Martha, 

It 

Brown,  Thomas, 

Ci 

Clark,  Thomas, 

a 

Crilley,  Michael, 

a 

Derringer,  John, 

a 

Edwards,  Thomas, 

Cambria. 

Emmons,  William, 

Philadelphia. 

Fox,  George  P., 

a 

Gribben,  Thomas, 

Luzerne. 

Griffith,  David, 

Schuylkill. 

Hartshorn e,  Mary, 

Philadelphia. 

Horen,  Edward, 

a 

Maloney,  Patrick, 

a 

Marsh,  Simon, 

Monroe. 

McConaghy,  David, 

Beaver. 

McKeever,  Edward, 

Philadelphia. 

Meyer,  Matthias, 

Alleghany. 

Miller,  Susanna, 

Indiana. 

Morgan,  John, 

Philadelphia. 

Nichols,  John, 

Delaware. 

Riley,  Bernard, 

Philadelphia. 

Robertson,  John, 

Schuylkill. 

Smith,  Thomas, 

Philadelphia. 

Stinsman,  Wesley, 

a 

Stuart  Henry  C, 

(C 

Trihy,  Michael, 

Bucks. 

Wall,  Matthew. 

Philadelphia. 

ASSISTANTS. 

Gilmore,  William, 

Pennsylvania 

.Hamilton,  James, 

a 

MacCollin,  William  H., 

(( 

McMillan,  William, 

a 

Smith,  Augustus  C, 

a 
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NAMES. 

STATES. 

Grill,  Maria, 

Pennsylvania 

Lynch,  Sarah, 

(( 

Hildreth,  Hannah, 

New  Jersey. 

Mallett,  Mary  Ann, 

Pennsylvania 

IN  THE  HOME. 

Besant,  Peter, 

Pennsylvania 

Folwell,  James  M., 

a 

Kinney,  Michael, 

it 

McCloskey,  James, 

a 

Cormany,  Maria, 

u 

Cruser,  Catharine, 

New  Jersey. 

Cruser,  Matilda, 

a 

Doherty,  Eliza, 

Pennsylvania. 

Gutzlaff,  Fanny, 

China. 

Hogg,  Hannah, 

Pennsylvania. 

Lawrence,  Rachel  L.. 

New  Jersey. 

Neill,  Mary  J., 

Pennsylvania. 

Osborn,  Eliza, 

u 

Pfahler,  Catharine, 

u 

Williams,  Michael, 

a 

Wilson,  Elizabeth  A., 

Maryland. 

Winslow,  Mary  L., 

Pennsylvania. 

31 

TERMS 

FOR    THE    ADMISSION    OF    PUPILS. 

Pay  pupils  are  charged  two  hundred  dollars  a  year,  which  includes 
board,  instruction,  and  medical  attendance. 

Blind  children,  in  indigent  circumstances,  from  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  are  provided  for  by  those 
States,  respectively,  for  the  term  of  five  to  eight  years. 

The  most  suitable  time  for  admission  is  between  the  ages  of  ten 
and  sixteen  years.  Persons  over  twenty-one  years  of  age  are  admitted 
to  learn  some  useful  handicraft. 

Applications  may  be  addressed  to  Franklin  Peale,  Esq.,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Admission  and  Discharge,  or  to  the  Principal. 

Vacation  continues  two  months — from  1st  July  to  1st  September. 
Pupils  should  commence  with  the  term  in  September,  if  possible. 


TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  Institution  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  Twentieth  and  Race 
Streets,  and  is  convenient  of  access  by  the  Race  and  Vine,  and  the 
Arch  Street  Passenger  Railroads. 

The  Institution  is  open  to  visitors  every  Wednesday  Afternoon 
at  half-past  two  o'clock,  when  an  opportunity  is  afforded  to  examine 
the  Work-rooms.  At  half-past  three  o'clock,  an  Exhibition  is  given, 
consisting  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  exercises  with  the 
school  apparatus. 

Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  accommodating  the  large  numbers 
that  attend  these  exhibitions,  when  free,  a  small  admission  fee  is 
charged  at  the  door.  The  fund  thus  collected  is  appropriated  in 
outfits  to  graduates,  on  leaving  the  Institution. 

Fancy  articles  and  brushes  are  offered  for  sale,  before  and  after  the 
Exhibition,  in  the  female  pupils'  Work-rooms. 

The  Store  of  the  Institution  is  No.  11  South  Eighth  Street,  for 
the  sale  of  goods  manufactured  by  the  pupils  and  blind  workmen; 
where  Corn  Brooms,  Hair,  Cloth,  Hat,  Shoe,  and  Horse  Brushes, 
Hand-Scrubs,  Door-Mats,  of  coir,  manilla,  and  jute,  and  Rag  Carpet, 
all  made  of  the  best  materials,  are  furnished,  wholesale  and  retail,  at 
the  lowest  market  prices. 

Grocers  and  other  dealers  are  particularly  invited  to  examine  the 
above  articles.     Exchanges  will  be  made  for  groceries  at  cash  prices. 


32 


BOOKS  PRINTED  IN  RAISED  LETTERS,  AT  THE  PRESS  OF 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE 

INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

THOSE    WITH    PRICES    ANNEXED    ARE    FOR    SALE. 

Life  of  George  Washington.     In  two  volumes. 

The  Gospel  according  to  St.  Mark.     In  one  volume. 

The  Books  of  Ruth  and  Esther.     In  one  volume,  .         .         .         .$2  00 

The  Book  of  Proverbs.     In  one  volume,       .         .         .         .         .         2  00 

Die  Ostereier  (the  Easter-eggs),  in  German.     In  one  volume,      .         2  00 
The  Students'   Magazine,   consisting  of  original  Essays    by  the 

pupils,  and  of  selections.     In  six  volumes — each,  .         .         .         2  00 
The  Select  Library  for  the  Blind,  containing  selections  from  stan- 
dard English  Authors.     In  five  volumes — each,      .         .         .         2  50 
A  Compend  of  all  the  French  Verbs,  both  regular  and  irregular; 
conjugated  in  all  the  forms.     Compiled  by  J.  C.  M.  Merillat. 
In  one  volume,       .........         2  50 

A  Selection  of  Psalms  and  Hymns.     In  one  volume,     .         .         .         2  50 

A  Selection  of  Church  Music ;  printed  with  type  on  an  improved 

plan,    invented   by   M.    Snider,    Printer  to   the   Institution. 

Arranged    and    figured   for    Thorough-bass   by   F.   Rasche, 

Teacher  of  Music  in  the  Institution.    In  three  volumes — each,         3  00 

A  Short  Dictionary  of  Italian  and  other  words  used  in  Music. 

Pamphlet  form. 
First  Lessons  for  the  Blind.     In  one  volume,         .         .         .         .         1  00 

Guide  to  Spelling,  for  the  Blind.     In  one  volume,         .         .         .         1  75 
A  Dictionary  of  the  English  Language,  for  the  use  of  the  Blind. 

In  three  volumes — for  the  set,         .         .         .         .         .         .       13  00 

A  Brief  Memorial  of  the  late  Judge  John  K.  Kane.  By  Robley 
Dunglison,  M.D.,LL.D.,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
1858.  Pamphlet  form. 
A  Memorial  of  the  late  Col.  Albert  G.  Waterman.  By  Franklin 
Peale,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  1862.  Pam- 
phlet form. 
Rules  for  the  Interior  Regulation  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution 

for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind.     1862.     Pamphlet  form. 
Compositions  by  Miss  E.  Howard  and  L.  Eldred.     1862.     Pam- 
phlet form. 
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